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To the Honourable 



Sir George Lyttelton, Baronet, 

One of the Lords Commiflioners of His 
Majesty's Treafury, &c. 



S I R, 

THE original of the following work 
having been held in great cfteem by 
the late Mr. Dryden and Mr. Pope, 
and your judging it alfo highly worthy 
of appearing in our language, emboldens me to 
prefix your name to this tranilation. 

I am fenfible of the difficulty I labour under, 
in fixing on a patron of fuch exquifite tafte, and 
fo well acquainted with the beauties of the ori- 
ginal ; but your candour and humanity will, I 
hope, plead for fome indulgence to a firft at- 
tempt. 

However, though Osorius may not iiow make 
fo graceful and majeftic a figure as in his Roman 
garb, yet I flatter my felf you will ftill know him, 
and receive him into your protection. 

He 



L.^^ 



DEDICATION. 

He has too long remained buried in obfcurity, 
or at leaft known to a very few ; but as he now 
appears in an Englifli drcfs, with the advantage 
of being recommended by fo good a judge, I am 
perfuaded that all who pretend to Tafte will be 
fond of being acquainted with him. 

I might now, Sir, as a . dedicator, aflumfe the 
part of a panegyrift -, and'difplay a charadter which 
would appear truly great and amlaUe : but I will 
deny myfelf that fatisfafl:ion, rather than offer the 
leaft violence to your delicacy ; efpecially feeing 
you need only look into your own breaft, where 
you will find nothing but what will give you thq 
jpfioft rational pleafure. 



I^m, SIR, 

Your naoft obedient, and 
inoil humble iervant, 



Tames Gijahs, 
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BOOK L 

LTHO* I am of opinion, nioft holy prince, 
that nothing contributes more than hiftory to 
convey a ufefui knowledge, or to raife a noble 
emulation in the L an breaft; that nothing tends 
more to the commoa t^eal, while, at the fame time^ 
nothing furnifhes the mind with a more rational and 
agreeable entertainment ^ yet, notwithftanding all thefe 
inducements, and thefe too flrengthened by the folici* 
tations of my friends, who have often importuned me 
to write a latin hiftory of our people, I was, however, 
not a little averfe to the engaging in fuch a work. I 
had feveral reafons to diffuade me from an undertaking 
of this kind ; but thefe two chiefly deterred me : Firft, 
the difficulty which, as a hiftorian, I Ihould find in 
gaining credit to my relation ; which, if I could not 
att^n, I ihould lie under the imputation of falieihood 
and mifreprefentation. Secondly, the danger which I 
muft inevitably run into of giving offence ; for if I ^ 
happened not altogether to gratify the vanity of the " 
ambitious, 1 faw plainly what a llorm of hatred and 
ill-will would be railed againft me. Moreover, fuch 
is the humour of mankind, that every one believes 
only fo much as be thinks to be within the reach of 
his own ftrength and genius ; whatever feems to go 
beyond the ordinary pitch of greatnefs or induftry, 
carries, in his opinion, an air of- incredibility along 
Vol. I. B witk 
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with it. pn the other hand» the ambitious, who fiac 
no bounds- to their defires, will be highly provoked^ 
if their anceftors are not loaded with the moft extrava- 
gant praifes. Such are the difHcuIties which the hiftariait 
has to encounter in almoft every nadon, but efpecially 
aniGngil the Portuguefe ; where the fefentment of all 
is fure to fkll on him who venfures upo?n fo bold an at* 
tempt. This was the fate of Damianus Gees, who, 
in his native If ngi^ge, wrotse a hiftory of the exploits 
performed under the admirable condufi:, bravery, and 
ainboft incredible fuccefs of your father king Emma- 
nuel. This hiflorian, &id one, has not done juftice to 
the memory of my forefathers ; he has not given them 
filch encomiums as their merit deferred. Tfiis fellow, 
$Hd Another, has ihrown leveral afperOors on our houle, 
^nd fultied the honour of its nobility. A third al-^ 
kdged, that he had omitted fuch and fiichathir^, 
which, if properly taken notice of, wouki have added 
a luftre to his name and fahiily. Now if it i^ the part 
^f a wife man to t^e warning from the dangers of 
others, farely 'this one example might b^ fufficient to 
make me dr^ad the event of writing a hiftory. There 
is like wi^ another difficulty that prefents icfeif; this 
arifes fron^ fny holy function, which may befaidto 
have i( claim to all my ftudy and application ; thence 
k maiy fecm improper in me, as it were, to withdraw 
myielf from heaven for the fake of more nearly look* 
ing into the Nivorld, fince by my undertaking to treat 
of lecular affkir$, I (h^ll appear to negledt what is more 
particularly within my province, I mean the holy 
things of religion. ' 

But the greater and more numerous the obftacles 
were, which I had to furmount in writing a hidory, 
thence you may the be^er judge with what zeal I was 
pufhed on, "with what ardor I was inflamed, and how 
great was the admiration of you aild you>r famify, which 
filled my mind. When you condefoended fo fer, as 
by a letter, ' to deSre of me what your authority gave 
you a right to command, yet fiich is the fweetn^ of 

your 
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your temper, that you only entreated me in a friendly 
manner to write the hiftory of your father, and by 
doing it in latin, to fpread his fame amongft foreign na- 
tions ; 1 could not help immediately complying withfuch 
i-equeft; nor were there wanting fcveral motives to 
induce me thereto. In the firft place, not to have 
been obedient to your will, would have becn^ in fomc 
meafure, a degree of impiety, Befides too, I could 
not bear to think, that the name of Emmanuel^ fo de- 
fervedly celebrated amongft the Portuguefe, (hould 
tiot bfc equally known and admired, amongft all Chri- 
ftian nations*. This was likewile another incentive, 
that in undertaking fuch a work' I was about to relate 
things fo glorious and praife- worthy, that they may be 
cfteemcd divine rather than human. Foras EmmanueV 
by a particular providence, was raifcd to the foyal dig- 
nity, lb likewife whatever was projefted or carried on 
Ijnder his government may be imputed to the remark- 
able goodnefs of the Supreme Being* In his reign^ 
many things were done fo wonderful, and fo vifibly 
Under the immediate influence of the Deity, that whor 
ever does not give credit to them^ muft incur the fuf- 
picion of an impious infidelity, 

i (Ball be the more able to accotnpfirti my defign by 
•What Damianus Goes has already done. With inde^ 
fatigable pains, labour, and induftry, he fearched iri- 
to letters and records, and extrafted from them fuch 
materials as I could not have: come at without the 
l^reatcft leifure. There are likewife feveral particulars 
that I retain in my memory, pardy from the writ- 
ings, and partly frpm the converfetion of others, 
which I {hall not pals by in filence. . 

But as in thefe writings our nadon has been ppomif- 
cuoufly called Lufitanians and Portuguefe^ it. may not 
be improper, briefly to enquire into the original of 
thefe names. The name erf Portugal, (as Andrew Rc^ 
fcndius, a man of great learning, makes it appear) is 
derived from the haven or port of Gale, formerly a 
li|tle obfcure place, fituate upon a riling ground on the 
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river Douro. The harbour was at firft rcforted to up* 
on the account of fifhing ; and ic being very convenient 
for that purpofe, this invited numbers of people to 
fettle here : hither, at laft, they flocked from all parts, 
and in time it became a rich and 'populous city, and 
was called Portugal ; thence the name extended to the 
whole kingdom. Portugal does not include, .as Paul 
JoviiK faid, a very fmall, but a confiderable part of 
antient Lufitania ; for that part of it which belongs to 
Portugal, is bounded by the rivers Duero and Guadiana, 
and is above, 3 20 miles in length. Towards the north, 
Portugal has fo much of Galicia as is contained be- 
twixt the river Duero and that of Minho. Towards 
the eaft, beyond the Guadiana, there are likewife feve- 
ral ciues belonging to ic ; fo that what Portugal had 
added to its territories from Galicia and Andalouiia^ 
is equal to what it wants of the antient Lufitania. No>^ 
lince the name of Portugal was taken from one town, 
and in progrefs of time applied to a whole country, 
it is for that reafon highly probable, that from fo great 
a part of Lufitania, the kingdom in general might be 
fo called ; therefore I think I may be at liberty to 
make ufe of either of thefe names. But I fhall dwell 
no longer upon this point, as it is very trivial, and of 
little importance. And in order to come to my pre- 
fent purpofe, let me exhort and advife all thofe who 
may ha[^n to perufe this book, when they refle<St on 
the many wonderful and furpriling things done in our 
nation in the compafs of 26 years,(for fo far, or but little 
farther does this hiftory extend) yet in this Ihort fpace 
of time^ what immenfe feas were traverfed, what 
wars were foccefsfully carried on againft the moft 
powerful .princes, what alarms were defpifed and got 
over I When they confider thefe things, I fay, let 
them aferibe the glory of fuch miraculous events not 
to men, but to God, who has fo often manifefted hia 
prefence in our affairs. This will appear more evident,, 
when we obferve, that at any time when the Portu- 
guefe were felf-confidents and relied on human ftrength 

alone. 
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alone, it was then they were worfted by thofe very 
enemies whom they had fo often defeated ; thence we 
may learn how vain and fruitkfs the utmoft efforts of 
men will be, when unaffifted by the divine power. 

Thus having premifed thefe things, moft illuftrious 
prince, it may not feem imprcper, nor inconfiftent 
with order, if here I make the beginning of my hi- 
ftory.— John the fecond, king of Portugal, having 
languilhed for fome tinie under a tedious diftemper, 
went into that fouthern and remote part of the king- 
dom which is bounded by the ocean, and called Al- 
garve, to try if the waters there could be of any ef- 
fe<a for the recovery of his health. Thefe waters iflue 
forth ir> a valley, taking their rife from a rock about 
fix or feven miles diftant from the fea ; they are uni- 
i^erfally efteemed, and thought to be preferable to all 
other baths in the country, H jwevetj the king found 
no benefit by them, but grew every day worfe and 
worfe. Some have entertained a fufpicion, that a flow 
poiibn had been fccretly given him, which wafted him 
away inwardly. Having perceived that death came 
very faft upon him, he thought proper to make his 
will ; in this he appointed his couQn Emmanuel his fuc- 
ccflpr, to whom the crown, by right, muft have fallen 
even though he had died inteftate ; for Emmanuel was 
the fon ot Ferdinand, brother to Alphonfo, whofc fon 
John was. John having no legitimate fon, for Al- 
phonfo, the only one he had by his wife Eleanor, had 
died by a fall from his horfe near the town of Scalabis, 
npw called Sanftarena ; Emmanuel then became heir 
apparent to the crown. John had indeed another fon, 
named George, by a lady of the 6rft nobility ; but he 
being illegitimate, by the laws of the realm could not 
inherit the kingdom ; which of confequence became 
the lawful right of Emanuel ; and this was now ra- 
tified by the approbation of John himfelf. He had 
certainly an extraordinary affedtion for Emmanuel, and 
this not fo much becaufe of the nearnefs of blood, 
as upon the account of a noble and true gccatncfs of 
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foul which he had difcovercd in him v and whenever it 
was in his power, he never failed to diftinguifh Him by» 
thehigheft marks of honour and dignity. Befidcs too, 
Eleanor, the wife of John, a lady remarkable for her 
virtue, natural afFedlion, and piety, was fifter to Epima* 
nuel, whom (lie loved extremely, 

John having thus fettled hi? will, and fcyeral re- 
ligious rites, fuch^as might tend to the eternal welfare 
df his foul, being performed with great decency, he 
then quilted this mortal body *, and flbewjsd fyqh a be- 
haviour in his laft moinents, as gave a fignal proof of 
his extraordinary virtue and uncommon piety. He 
was, without doubt, a great and illuftrious < prince, 
fince he was an enemy to the vicious, a friend to the 
virtuous, a lover of juftice, and poffcffcd of almQll 
every good quality. He was a man of Ipirit and in- 
trepidity, and in niilitary affairs had given not a few 
inftanccs of his bravery and vigilance. Such was the 
greatnels of his foul, that though his outward pprfpn 
was confined to his own country, yet his mind extended 
itfelf th'ough the whole world. He had formed the 
grandeft fchemes, and laid the mpoft noble plans, which, 
if the execution of them had npt heea preventjed by 
his untimely death, would have rendered his n^me for 
ever illuftfious. . He loved men of bravery tp fuch a 
degree, that he would often overlook the blemiflies of 
a perfon in other refpeds, if he found him .to be of 
true warlike courage. On the other hand, ftich a tho- 
rough contempt had he for the mean-fpirited and cow- 
ardly, that he. hardly accounted them to be men, In 
the adminiftration of juftice, he obferved the ftrideft 
impartiality. The rich and great were no more fcreened 
than the poor and low, who lived free from oppreflion, 
a^nd led a life of tranquillity under the guardianftiip of 
{i]ch a proteftor. He did indeed put to death feveral 
of the nobility and leading men, even, thofe. who were 
related to him, fuch as he found to be rebellious fubr 
Jefts and dangerous confoir;itors 5 but had he done 

*» A.D. 1455, Oft, 25. 
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othcfrwife, he could neither hare preferved the dignity 
of his crown, nor the fafety of his life. He had, 
likewife, z remarkable fharpnefi of wit. There art 
fcveral expreffion^ or fayings attributed to him, which 
evidently fhew the acuteneS of his genius. He had a 
wonderful fagacity in penetrating into the meafures of 
thofe kings whofe faith he could not depend upon; 
and by his great liberality he had fo far gained over 
the ruling men in moft kingdoms, that by their mqans 
he was let into the dcfigns of foreign princes ; and be- 
fore their fchcmes were ripe for execution, he Was 
enabled to render them abortive. I^is people dreade^d 
him not as a king, but loved him as a parent, and 'not 
without reafon ; for as a father he confulted their good. 
This expreffion of his was defervedly admired when 
he faid, "It was his relblution not to amafs riches for 
himfclf, from the fweat and labour of his fubjefts ; but 
'if he fought for wealth, it (hould be more to fupply 
the neceffities of his peoplfe than to gratify any private 
*appetite.of his own.'' Having heard that there was a 
bird which, when her young ones are killed by the 
bite of a ferpetit, tears her breafi with hfer biH, and 
thus by (hedding her own blood is laid to recal them 
to life ; he ordered the image of this bird to be put 
amorigft the badges of his royalty, fignifying by this 
token, that he was ready to facrifice his life for the 
welfare of his people. But amongft all thofe virtues 
with which he was adorned, none fhone more con- 
fpicuous than his piety and zeal for religion ; for if 
his affairs were never fo diftraftcd, if the mod dan- 
gerous confpiracies were forming againft him, if the 
•greateft complication of misfortunes feemed ready to 
cruih him, yet all this could not hinder him from per- 
forming his religious duties with the utmoft devotion. 
'In fine, he was a prince whofe fame ought to be im- 
mortal in all ages. As fobn as he expired, an exprefs 
was immediately difpatched to Emmanuel^who received 
the news of his death with fuch marks of a deep con- 
cern, as plainly fhewed*-he was much mote affefted 
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with the lois of fb good a prince, than elated with 
the thoughts of a crown « which had fallen to him. 
Emmanuel, now in his twency-futhyear, happened at 
this jundure to be at the town of Salatia/ where his 
lifter Eleanor alfo refided : here he was unanimouQy 
proclaimed king, with the u!ual pomp and folemnity 
on (uch occafions. And i% he was of opinion, that 
fo important a truft could admit of no remiflhefs, he 
therefore refblved to exert his utmoft capacity in the 
diicharge of ir. He had already formed in his mind 
many noble plans for rhe'benefic of his kingdom \ but 
firft of all» he thought it highly expedient to call aa 
aflcipbly of the different ranks of his people; where-p 
fore he left Salatia, and went to Monte Mayor, a city 
Handing upon a high hill, beyond the river Tagus^ 
about twenty miles from Evora. In this town, the 
nobility and clergy aflembled, according to his orders, 
und the cities fent alfo their deputies, in obedience to 
his fymmons, Here it was too that George, the n^- 
.tur^l Ton of John, a youth about fourteen years of 
5ige, was introduced to his prefence. The king em- 
brciced him with fo much love and tendernefs, as could 
not but convince every one of the vaft regard he had 
for his father, when living, Amongft thofc whp ac- 
crompanied George, was Diego Almeida, mailer of 
the order of Hofpitallers, a gentleman no lefs famed 
for his military bravery than genteel politenefs 5 he 
Jiad been in high favour and efteem with the lace king, 
who had put his fon under the care of fuch a man, 
that by his inftrudions he might acquire worthy and 
valuable accompliihments. Almeida advanced toEmma« 
nu^l with George, whom he held in his right hand^ 
each pf them cloathed in deep mourning, and fpoke to 
this effeft : * Gr^at Sir, the deceafed king, who by 
^ nature was yoqr coufin, but by the love he bore ypu» 
^ might well be accounted your brother, when on his 
* death-bed, affured me, that hefhould quit this life 
with a ferenc and eafy mind, if he was relieved froip 
pne anxiety which hung npon his br^afl:, the apprQ- 
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henfion which he lay under of leaving behind him 
this deftitute and forlorn orphan. Yet, at the fame 
time, he owned this uneafinefs was greatly alleviated 
when he called to mind the benevolence of your 
difpofition, the gratitude of your heart, and your 
promptitude to every thing noble and generous. 
He injoined me in his name, to defire, nay, entreat 
you, as he had ever loved you as a Ton, as he bad 
ever diftinguifhed you with the greateit marks of 
honour, and done you every kindnels in his power, 
that you would (hew a grateful fen(b of his extra- 
ordinary favour, by making a fuicable return of ge- 
nerofity to his only fon, who in lofing him, has loft 
the chief fiipport of his life ; that you would con- 
fider how he would have aAed, had he been the fu re- 
vivor, and you had left children behind you. More* 
over, he (Iridly charged me to infpire this youth 
with the higheft regard and efteem for you ; that he 
fhould (hew the greateft deference to your judgment, 
and compliance to your orders ; and make it his fole 
ambition to outftrip every one in love to your per- 
fon and zeal for your fervice. For as he is by blood 
fo nearly related to you, his father faid, it therefore 
became him the more to excel all in duty and affec- 
tion towards you, and to be furpaflfed by none in 
driving to aggrandize your fame, and to add to your 
dignity. Thefe were his commands to me ; and, in 
order to difchargc my trufl, I here prefent this youth, 
who at thefe tender years has been deprived of fo 
worthy a parent ; he is by his difpofition, as well as 
birth, related to you ; he comes as a fuppliant ; the 
fe verity of his fate feems to in tide him to your pro- 
tedlion ; in the name of his father I recommend him, 
and hope you will cherifh and fupport him: thus 
ypu will difcover ^ foul truly worthy of a king, 
when you make a generous requital for fer vices done 
to yourfcif ; which if you do, as I am confident you 
will, you will be celebrated by all, and acquire the 
I QhafahcT of a great and bountiful prince ; you will 
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* then fccurc the afFedions of every one, by giving fa 
^ ftrong a proof of yoirr goodnefs/ Emmanuel was fo 
much touched with this fpeech of Almeida, that the 
violence of his grief would hardly ^low him to return 
anfwer; he dhly told him in a few words, * That he 

* ftiould always look upon George as his own fon, and 

* take a pleafure in beftowiiig upon him fuch marks 

* of kindoefs, as might deinonftrate to all the world,^ 

* in what veneration he held the name and memory of 

* his father.' All th« nobility then prefcnt, were 
highly pleafed with this declamidoh of the king ; they' 
went up to him, returned him thanks, and kiffed liis 
band. Thi^ we thought wonhy of a place in our hi- 
ftory, as it is an inftance of the probity and honour of 
John, which was fo remarkable, that all the charms 
of power and empire could not divert his fucceffor 
from lamenting the lofs of fo great a monarch j at the 
fame time it cannot but give us a high idea of the 
good fenfe of Emmanuel,who was not in the leaft puffed 
up with all that power and wealth which flowed fo un- 
expeftedly upon him, but ftill preferred the humanity 
and equality of his temper. The thirft after riches 
is generally fo powerful, even amongft privaie perfons, 
•that when by the death of their retetions they come to 
eftates, though they may then put on a feigned for- 
row, yet this is often not fufficient to difguife the in- 
ward joy in their hearts. 'Tis (till more fo with thofe 
who come to be invefted with regal authority ; the 
greatncfs of their revenues, and their extent of power^ 
is apt to overturn the government of the mind, if 
there be not a very large (hare of virtue to keep it 
fteady and uniform •, but above all, when a crown de- 
volves unexpeftedly to any one, it is then that the 
mind is moft liable to be fhaken, and intoxicated ta 
fuch a degree, as to be loft to all the dictates of fenfe 
and underftanding, Emmanuel had at one time very 
little reafon to txpeft he (hould ever become king, 
fince he was a younger fon ; John had likewife a bro- 
ther living, and was himfclf young enough to have 

children. 
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children, being when he died only in his fortieth year ; 
yet it was the divine pleafure to remove all tbeie^ on 
purpoie^as many chink, to make room for Emnianuel. 
His Portugucfe majcfty having, as I faid before, 
held a convention of the different orders of his people, 
he confulted with them about various affairs, and en- 
tered into feveral refolucions fpr the ftrength and fc- 
curity of his kingdom. He next fenc an ambai&dor 
CO king Ferdinand and queen Ifabel, who then held 
thc-fovereignty of Caft^e and Arragon with gr^at 
dignity and i:eputatiQn9 to inform them of his acceilion 
to the throne. At that $ime, ^lyaro lived in Caflile, 
and was in hjgh favour with the king and his confort. 
Thi$ gentleman was brother to the duke of Braganza, 
who, upon a fufpicipn of treachery, had been put to 
death ; he himfelf, however, was a man of untainted 
jind unfufpcded honour. But after his brother's death, 
not choofing lo remain any longer in Portugal, he re- 
moved from thence, and lived on the income of his 
uflate, which the king had left untouched. John al* 
lowed him this liberty, upon condition he fhould noe 
fix any where in the kingdom of Caftile. Ferdinand 
gnd Ifabel ha^ both conceived a high opinion of the 
virtue and prudence of Alvaro ; he in hi3 turn be- 
came Bot a little attached to their incereft, by the ho- 
Bcfty and greataefs of their behaviour : fo that he went 
into a voluntary banifhment in their.dominions ; and 
that he might not be obliged to comply with John's 
rcftridlion, h^ freely gave up to him all his polleffions 
IB Portugal. King Emmanuel, by his ambafTador, now 
kindly invited Alvaro «o return to his native country, 
^s he did likewifc the duke's fons> (who upon their fa- 
ther's death, had gone into exile) and promifed, if 
they accepted of this invitation, that he would di^ 
ftitiguiih them with the higheft marks of his favour. 
In the next place, bethought it incumbent upon him 
to depute a perfon to wait upon pope Alexander, 
to afTqre him, that he and all his kingdom, as it became 
every cliriftian prince, were entirely devoted to his 
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fcrvice. That he might do this with the greater dig- 
nity, he fent a letter to George Cofta, a cardinal of 
great authority and influence, deiiring him, in his name, 
to undertake this bufinefs. The cardinal accordingly, 
V\ the name of Emmanuel, publickly engaged his faith 
at Rome, that he would always remain in dutiful al- 
legiance to his holinefs, and with the utmoft fidelity, 
adhere to the intereft of the catholic church; and as 
often as there was occafion, take arms for her protec- 
tion. This teftimony of the king's fidelity was very 
grateful to his holinels, who fent a letter to him, where- 
in he made ufe of the moft friendly expreffions, and 
congratulated him upon his acccflion to the throne. 

In the mean time, Emmanuel was extremely z&ive 
in fettling the affairs of his kingdom : John, on his 
death-bed, had conferred many places and gifts ; all thefc 
Emmanuel kindly confirmed to the poffeffors ; though, 
at the fame time, not a few partook of his liberality, 
who deferved puniftiment more than honour. For it is 
evident that thofe, who when they fee their prince m 
the agonies of death, fcize on that occafion to impor- 
tune him for fuch favours as they could never obtain 
from him when found in mind and body ; (uch perfons, 
I lay, have only their own felfifli ends in view, with* 
out any regard to the intereft or honour of their ma- 
ftcr. What can be more bafc, than at a time when 
their fovereign is overwhelmed with pain, thus to take 
advantage of his weakness, and in a manner, extort 
from him places of honour and profit, to which merit 
alone is intitled ? What can be more inhuman, when 
fo melancholy a fcene is before their eyes, to be lb 
much hurried away by their infatiable avarice, as not 
to be in the leaft afFeded with the groans of their ex- 
piring prince? Befides too, the king, when in luch a 
fituation, if he rcfufes not to grant their requefts,yetby 
fo doing may be faid to be lavifh of what is the right 
of another, and thereby renders the talk of govern- 
ment much more difBcult to his fucceffor ; he drains 
the publick treafury, which is the very fountain of 
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royal bounty \ and does ads of generoGty at a tiaic 
when he is neither able to judge of the honefty nor 
abilities of thofc on whom they are conferred. For 
when a man has^ his Ifight overfpread with darknefs^ 
when he fetches his breath with difficulty, when his 
whole body is chilled, and the animal ipirics are almoft 
exhaufted, can we fuppofe one in fuch a condition ca- 
pable of weighing and determining the merit of his 
fellow-creatures ? Thofe therefore, who at fuch a junc. 
ture, inflead of trying to cherifh and fupport the 
drooping fpirits of * their prince, importune him ia 
his laft moments to beftow on them the wealth of 
his kingdom *, fuch furely, are unworthy of his favour^ 
and ought to be looked upon with fcorn and deteftation* 
Emmanuel, however, that he might not feem to abolifh 
the ads of lb good a prince, confirmed not only thole 
inftances of John's bouncy which had been given with 
judgment and difcretion, but alio thofe which had been 4 
fraudulently obtained. 

He next a^pplied himfelf earneftly to fettling the 
courts of jullice ; fuch magiftrates as he found were 
influenced by bribery and corruption, he feverely pu- 
nifbed ; and he inflided flight penalties on thole who 
were guilty in a lefs degree, and he nobly rewarded 
thofe who had Ifaewn themfelves boneft and unbialTed, 
He alio increafed the number of judges, that law*fuirs 
might be determined with greater facility and expedi- 
tion, and augmented their falaries, left their incomes 
being fcanty, they might be liable to corruption and 
bribery. He likewife fcnt into different parts of the 
kingdom men of known integrity, whom he invefled 
with full power and authority to punilh the guilty, and, 
if pofllble, to extirpate all villainy and wickednefs. 
He next took an exad account of the public revenues ; 
for he was of opinion, that where the riches of a king- 
dom are allowed to be wafted by the negled, and preyed 
upon by the avarice of minifters,. or confumed in un- 
ncccflary expences, the conftiturion muft be very weak 
and unftabic 5 for ^ar cannot be carried on, peace pre- 
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ferVcd, nor juffice adminiftred, if the prince is foolifh-* 
Ij prbfufc, of ftiffers his revenue 'to be made the prey 
of private pcrfons. 

Emmanuel veryToon gave a proof of his extenfive 
humanity, by rcftoring the jews to liberty. Jt will 
not be foreign to our purpofe, if here we relate the 
caufe of their becoming flaves* Their Caftilian ma- 
jefties Ferdinand and Ifabel, having* conceived an ut- 
ter avcrfion to this people, whom they had found 
guilty of many impieties againft our holy religion j ba-i 
nifhfed them their dominions, in the year of our Lord 
tj^Sz. Some of them, howeVer, being enlightened 
by the divine fpirit, embraced' the ehriftian faith. 
GcHers, rather than abandon their eftates and houfes^ 
or be obliged to difpofe of their effects to difadvantage< 
in outward lliew made profeffion of Chrift, the reft 
wfere forced to fly the country. They dif^erfed into 
difTcrent places, but the greateft part .fled to Portugalr 
John gave them (belter, on condition each of thciit 
ftbuld pay hini eight ducats, and quit the kingdom a£ 
a lirftited time ; ind if they did not obfcrve this agree- 
ment, but remained after the time appointed, they 
fliould then become flaves : the king, however, was 
to give full liberty to all who had a mind to depart; 
By this method, John amaflfed a confiderable fum of 
riioney, all which he carefully referved, in order to 
enable him to pafs over into Africa ; for he was eager- 
ly bent upon carrying on a war againft the Moors, and 
this not fo much out of a defire of fam^ for himfelf^ 
as from a zeal to propagate religion, and fpread the: 
glory of Chrift. But his hard fate in varioDs fliape^ 
obftrufted thefe defigns; and his untimely death at laft 
cut him off from all his prgjefts. While he lived, hel 
was extremely careful to perform his promife to the 
Jews ; he therefore commiflidned feveral perfons to 
treat with maftcrs of veflels to tranfport them where- 
foever they defjred, arid ordered that none fhbuld 
hurt or moleft them. However , it happened othei*- 
wift J for the merchants and captains of (hips, who 
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undertook to carry the Jews, treated them in the moft» 
injurious nnanner. Not fatisfied with the fraught for 
which they had agreed, th<iy extorted from them larger 
fums of mpney, and haraffed thefe wretched men to* 
a great degree, by keeping tbe.m at fea much longer 
than wa« neceffary ; ^^d thus obliged them, after their 
own ftock was cxhaufted, to buy provifions of the fhip- 
crew, at the moft exorbitant, price. By thefe and fuch 
other extortions, the Jews were left penny lefs, and 
fleeced almoft of every thing, Nor did their wives 
and daughters efcape the violence of thofti tyrants, -wha 
facrificed them to their luft -, and jn dircdt oppofirion> 
to the doctrine of Chrift, whofe name they affumed,' 
they were guilty of the highefl: cruelty and perfidy,. 
The reft of the Jews who remained in Portugal, partly 
alarmed with the apprehenfions of fuch barbarous ' 
ufage, (the report of which, though done clandeftine- 
ly, could not but reach their ear3) partly hindered -by 
their poverty, not having money fufEcient to procure 
neccflfaries for the voyage, tarried in the kingdom till 
the time prefcribed was elapfed, and thus forfeited 
their liberty. Whoever had a defirc to have Jewifh 
flaves, was obliged to petition the king, . who generally 
affigned them to fuch perfons as he knew to be of a 
mild and merciful difpofition, that thefe miferable mor- 
tals might not meet with too fevere and cruel an dp-^ 
preiTion. All this happened but a litrie before the 
death of John ; but it was the general opinion, efpe*- 
cially of thofe who had been moft converfentwith the- 
king, that had he lived longer, he would have givea 
them their freedom upon very eafy terms. 

This was the fituation of the Jews when Emmanuel, 
began his reign. This prince being fenfible they had 
not wilfully, but from neceffity remained in Portugal 
aft^r the time limited, therefore gcnerouily reflored 
them to their liberty. Touched with a grateful fenle of 
fuch extraordinary goodnefs, they offered him a lai^e * 
fum of money, which he generoufly refuied; being 
refolded by the kindeft treatment to g^n the affections 
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of that people^ and by degrees to allure them to the 
cbriftian faith. 

Having fettled thefe and oiany other affairs^ with 
great wi(clom and fagac^ity, he hext bent hjs thoughts 
upon carrying his arms into Africa ; for ever fince John 
the firft had taken Ceuta, a very ilrong town in Bar^* 
bary, fituate upon the freights of Gibraltar, his fuc- 
ccilbrs never allowed the war againft the Moors to lie 
long dormant. Alphonfb the grandfon of John the 
firft, and father to John the fecond^ had likewife taken 
the city of Tangier^ together with Arzila, not far 
diftant from thence. And John too, after his father's 
death, tho* he met with fcvcral ftrokes of adverfe for- 
tune, and was involved in great difficulties, neverthe* 
lefs always perfiiled in a firm refolution of carrying on 
that war. Emmanuel following their example,embark'd 
in it with the like v^our and fpirit. He therefore 
fent larger reinforcetnents to thofe cities in Africa 
which were under bis power^ and furnifli'd the garri- 
fons there with abundance of warlike ftores. He like-' 
wife enlarged the pay of the foldiery, and made confi* 
derable prefenrs to their leaders, who^ being rouz'd by 
this liberality, might engage more warmly in the caufe« 
And as he was convinced that the fuccefs of all human 
affairs is at the entire dilpofal of the Supreme Beings 
("who alone gives ftrength and underftanding, by which 
viAory is obtained, and withholds both from thofe 
whom he has mark'd out for deftrudion) he appointed 
a number of priefis for the performance of religious du« 
ties, to accompany the army into Africa, to whom, 
befides feveral other rewards, he afTignM a tenth of all 
the tribute which the Moors had agreed to pay. 

Whilft he was bufied with thefe matters, embafladors 
came from Ferdinand and I label, to congratulate him 
upon his acceffion to the throne, and at the fame time 
to make a propofal of a marriage between him and their 
daughter Mary ; and earnefily entreating him that he 
would recall the fons of Ferdinand duke of Braganza, 
and rellore them to their former poiTeflions. This 
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cmbaiTy was not a little graceful to Emanuel ; he told 
the embaiTadors, that nothing afibrded him more plea- 
fure than the thoughts of having the friendfliip of fuch 
illuftrious princes : as to the propofal of marriage, he 
faid he could not think of matrimony, till he had fettled 
the affairs of his kingdom. This anfwer did not pro- 
ceed from his difapproving of an alh'ance with {o noble 
a family, but the cafe was, that he had fixed his affec- 
tions on their elder daughter I(abel, the widow of AI* 
phonfo, John's fon. However, he did not think proper 
to declare himfelf at that Time. As to the fons of 
Ferdinand, he faid he had already given orders for the 
recalling of thofc youths, whom he promifcd to treat 
in the mofl honourable manner. 

About this time Emmanuel received the news of a 
confiderable vi&ory gained over the Moors by John 
Menez^ who then had the government of Arzila. 
This affair happened in the following manner : Vafco 
Coutign Conde di Borbc had been governor of Ar- 
zila, but fome things being alledged againft him in re-* 
gard to his management, he was obliged to return to 
Portugal, in order to clear himfeif, and the king, in the 
mean while, appointed Roderick Coutign to a£t as goveiw 
nor. John had made a truce with the king of Fez^ 
but Barraxa and Almandario, men of great wealth 
and power amongfl: the Moors, not being undeir the 
jurifdiftion of the FcfTentian king, were therefore not 
affeded by this treaty. They accordingly raifed a con* 
fiderable body of men, and invaded the territories of 
Arzila where they made great devaftation ; Roderick 
Coutign, with what forces he had, went and met them^ 
a bade enfucd, where the difpute on both fides was for 
fome time eager and warm, but Coutign being at laft 
overpowered by numbers, was himfelf cut off, together 
with the greatcfl part of his army. As foon as John 
received an account of this misfortune, he gave the com- 
mand to John Menez, a man of extraordinary bravery, 
and immediately fent him to Arzila, to fuccour our peo- 
ple. And as there were Icveral of the Moors, who, up** 
m this Difafler, had rebeii'd and refus'd t9 give the 
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^xibutes which they were bound to pay by treaty, 
Menez thought it was highly necemry firft of all 
to curb their infolence, and reduce them to obedience^ 
by dint of the fword. That he might do this the more 
readily, he wrote a letter to Lopez Aze^ed, gover- 
nor of Tangier, deliring he would ailift him with fbme 
horfe. Lopez accordingly fent fifty, under the com* 
mand of Pedro Leitano, who with great expedition, 
in the night-time, came to the place appointed : Me- 
nez, who was at the head of one hundred and fifty 
korfe which he had brought from Arzila, having join- 
ed forces with Leitano, he bent his march towards 
that town which had been moft remarkable for brearch 
of faith ; and left the inhabitants fhould be apprized 
of his coming, he ordered the horfe to advance pne 
hj one in a continued line at a moderate diftance from 
each other : thus he proceeded, and about break of 
day ^pproach'd the town with great filence, intending 
to fall upon the enemy unawares. But at this very 
jqnfhut it happened, that Barraxa, Almandario^ 
^uzza, and Acobo, with two thoufand horfe, . and 
dg^t hundred foot under their command, had fprm^'d 
a defigh of attacking the Moorifli towns which were 
in our intereft. Menez^ heard of this afiair, but be- 
lt^ defirous of having a more particular information, 
he for this purpofe fent out foihe Moors to He in am- 
bu(h,to intercept one or other belonging to the army 
of the enemy, that by that method he might come at 
the truth. They very brifkly accomplifh'd theft or- 
ders, and foon brought him three Moors, by whom he 
was afiured, that what he had heard by report, was 
really true. He then refplv'd, contrary to the opi- 
nion of fome of his officers, at once to fall upoii them, 
things being in fuch a fitu^tion that our men could 
neither with honour nor fafety make a retreat ; he 
therefore thought it was much more noble to attack 
the enemy when dreaming nothing of the matter, than 
to be obliged to a& on the defenfive againft thetn, 
when they had the advant^e^ of making the firft onfet : 
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in one cafe the enemy are frighcen'd and alarm'd; in 
the other they become fierce and terrible. Having 
drawn up his army in three lines, he gave the com- 
mand of the firft to Leitano, together with the fifty 
horie he had brought with him. At the head of the 
iecond he placed John Menez, the fan of his own 
brother Pedro Menez, Conde di Cantagnadia: he 
gave him only thirty of the horfe, relerving the reft 
for himfelf, in the third line. After he had encouraged 
the foldiers, and given the proper orders, he commandr 
cd them to march againft the enemy, who were not a 
little aftonifh'd at the boldnefs of our people, tho* a{ 
the fame time, they greatly dcfpifed their numbers. Ac 
firft they intended to have made thtee divifions of 
their troops s but altering this refolution, they mov'd 
forward in ope body, thinking, by the multitude of 
their forces, at once to carry every thing before them. 
Our firft line having advanced till they came to a proper 
diftance, of a fudden rufh'd upon Che enemy with great 
violence, and fpught for iome time very ^allandy* till 
at lad being overpowered by numbers, ttey were be- 
ginning to give ground, when the younger Menez 
came up and attacked the Moors in fiank : this gave 
frefh fpirits to our men, and made them fight with re- 
doubled vigour. John Menez, now feeiilg there was 
no time to be lofl, ordered the ftandards to be advanced) 
and thu» afrefh charged the Moors with ail his forces. 
They with fome difficulty, at firft withftood the fliock, 
then they began to give way a litde, and at laft be- 
took themfelvcs to a precipitate flight. Our arniy 
continued the purfuit for about eight njiles, in which 
they made great havock, and on their return plun- 
dered the camp. In this battle the foldiery got great 
booty, a great number of the enemy were taken prifo- 
ners, and many more killed, and yet not one of our 
men was mifllng. Menez now marched to the rebel- 
lious towns 5 but the inhabitants came in the moft fub- 
miffive manner, aiked pardon, and payed all the tri- 
bute-money they owed. 
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* fcverity of our fate, but it will be a ffeih addition to 

* our mifery, if you fhould now (hew yourfelf infen- 

* fiblc to our diftrefe. If you hare then any tiaturai 
« affcftion, if you have any regard for her who gave 
^ you birth, and ever doated on you with the higheft 

* love 5 give proof of it, by providing for our confola- 

* don 5 rcftorc a daughter to your ntother, make your 

* fitter happy by the return of her fons, and rejoice 
^ the heart of an aged woman with the grateful fight 

* of her grand- ch ildren ; in fine give me hfe, by re-* 

* (toring to me all that I hold dear and precious in life. 

* Thus you will avoid the imputation of being hard-' 

* hearted and avaricious j and may you for evtr reap 

* the proper fruits of humanity and tender afFcdion.* 
This, and more to the fame purpofe, was the fubftance 
of what his mother faid to him ; his fitter alfo, with 
tears in her eyes, preffed him with the moft earneft en- 
treaties, and the king and queen of •Spain by frequent 
letters follicited him to the fame purpofe. The king 
prompted by his own benevolent difpofition, and 
puflied on by fuch urgent folicitations, accordingly grant- 
ed their requefts. 

He alfo diftinguiflied feveral other perfons by raifing 
them to honour and dignity ; amongtt thefe was Diego 
Sylvio, a man.of confummare wildom, who had for- 
merly been his praeccptor. He fcnt Peter Cornea, a 
Very wife and able perfon, to Pope Alexander, to tranf- 
aft fome afi^airs, relating to the intereft of his kingdom, 
and at the fame rinie to recall into Portugal George the 
cardinal. George was of mean cxtraftion, but endowed 
with a great genius, and an afpiringfoul He was very 
much in the efteem of- Catherine, daughter of king 
Duarte, a woman of great virtue, who never would 
marry. By chance he was taken into the family of this 
lady, who was fo much charm'd with his wifdom and 
probity, that (he made it her bufincfs to have him ad* 
yanced to the richeft benefices, in all which he gave 
proofs of the moft extraordinary merit. He was made 
a bifliop^ an^ thence rofc by degree?, till at length the 
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Pope gave him a cardinal's hat, arni he wa$ receivcid 
into their number with the univtrfal approbation of 
that college. In this new dignity he acquicted himiSptf 
with the greateft prudence, and had not 4 little weight 
amongft all the principal clergy. John, in the begin- 
ning of his reign, had conceived a diflike to this man, 
becauk he fufpedbed him of having thwarted his mea- 
fures, nocwithftanding which George arrived at and 
retained the higheft employments, and filled them with 
great authority. After the death of John, Emmanuel 
by a letter defired he would come afid fettle in PdrtUr 
gal, having, as he told him, great occaHon for the 
prefence of a man, of whofe wildom he had fo high 
an opinion, to aOift him in public •affairs. George 
feemed, at firft, to comply with this requeft^ but after 
he had almoft reached the city, he then changed his re* 
iblution, pleading his age and infirmity for an excufe^ 
and faid that he had not liberty from his hoJinefs for 
that journey *, nevertbelei^ he ftill manag'd the king's 
bufineis at Rome, and difcharged it with the greatdft 
care and faithfulnefs. 

In the mean time, the plague dill raged more vio^ 
lently, and again obliged the king to (hift his place 
of abode. He went to the town of Old Torre. Here an 
embaflador came to him from Venice, in the namt* of 
that* republic, to congratulate him upon his acccllion 
to the throne, and aflure him of the friciidihip and fa- 
vour of the fenate and people of Venice. This em-» 
bafiador was received wirh the greateft complaifance, 
and the king with his own hands conferred upon him 
the order of knighthood ; at- hi:> departure, he loaded 
him with magnificent prefents. So that the Venetian 
flate, partly influenced by the high encomiums which 
their embaJfidor beftowcd upon Emuianyel, partly 
moved with the kind letter which they received,^ became 
inore and more attached to his intereft. 

Eipmanuel next fet about an afiair which his prede^i 
cefTofs often had in vain attempted). At the time when 
the greateft part of Spain was undter iba dominjtop of 
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the Arabians, who waged perpetual war with the Chri- 
ftians, leveral r^ nowned heroes, equally famed for their 
bravery and zeal for religion, entered into vqws, that, 
with all their might, they would fight for the glory 
of Chrift. That they might do this the more chear- 
fully, and be Icfs interrupted or drawn off from their 
religious fervice, they abftained from marriage, and 
devoted themfclves entirely to the ftudy of religion, 
and exerciie of arms. So great was the ardor with 
which they were inflamed, that they accounted thofe 
the moft happy who were killed in battle, for the de- 
fence of their country, and the holy religion of Chrift. 
The fame of thefe perfons ftirred up many others to 
follow their example ; hence came the inftitution of 
all the different religious military orders, which were 
highly diftinguifhed by the bounty of princes, and 
greatly efteemed by the heads of the church : by the 
bravery of thefe men, the Moors were often routed 
and put to flight, and (truck with admiration at the 
glory of the chriftian name. They were diftinguifhed 
by a crofs, partly of red, and partly of green cloth, 
which they wore upon their breaft, fewed to their 
cloaths. The moft remarkable of thefe orders in Spain, 
was that of the templars and the hofpitallers, who built 
an hofpital at Jcrufaleiqi for the reception of pilgrims. 
There were feveral different inftitutions of thefe orders, 
and they had particular marks to diftinguilh them from 
each other, yet in one thing they all agreed, in offering 
up their vows in a moft folemn manner, and publickly 
pledging their faith to Chrift, that they would never 
pollute themfclves with luft, nor refufe to obey the 
commands of their mafter, nor allow themfelves to be 
infefted with covetous defires. In Portugal there were 
alio feveral of thefe orders. Dionyfius likewife fub-' 
ftituted a new one in place of the templafs, which had 
been abolifhed by means of Philip King of France ; 
this order amongft the Portuguefe had been open to 
men of worth and bravery of all nations, and Diony- 
fius was extremely defirous that they Ihould retain 

their 



Bookl. the PORTUGUESE, &c. 25 

their dignity and poffeflions. He therefore decreed, that 
all the revenues belonging to the templars, fhould ftill 
remain in their poffcflion, their title to be changed into 
that of the order of Chrift, and all of them to wear a 
white crofs inclofed in one of a red colour, as a mark 
to diftinguifli them from all other orders; and lie ob- 
tained the authority of the Pope to give a fanftion to 
what he had done. This in a little time became a very 
flourifliing order, and was enriched with many valu- 
able endowments. But Emmanuel having perceived the 
danger which the knights of this as well as all other or- 
ders run into of breaking their faith; for if they hap- 
pened to give way to their luflful paflions, then they 
were thought to be guilty of impiety, and their chil- 
dren, like baftards became ignominious, though they 
were defccndcd from the moft noble parents ; he 
therefore petitioned Pope Alexander, to take off this 
reftriftion from all perfons who fhould henceforth enter 
into any of the religious orders 5 for thofe who had 
already bound themfclves by a vow of continency, 
could not, without breach of faith, be allowed the 
iame liberty. His holinefs granted the requeft, and 
ever (ince that time the knights of all religious orders 
have been allowed to marry, excepdng the hofpitallers, 
who are every where ftill bound by a vow of chaftity. 
This caution of the king, by which he feemcd to pre- 
sent wickcdnefs, and deliver fo many of his fubjefts 
from the temptation of incontincncy, was by moft people 
much commended. But to me it remains a doubt, 
whether he did not open a door to much greater evils 
than what he was delirous to prevent. I cannot but 
think, that this flackening of diicipline had a bad ten^ 
dency. * The prefeht licentioufnefs muft be curbed, and 
things brought to their ancient footing, if we are de- 
lirous of reiping the proper fruits of thefe facred infti- 
tutions. The cares of matrimony fcem to have abated 
a great deal of that ardour formerly fo confpicuous in 
religious militants. Now-a-days they are become floth- 
iul, and after a very little time Ipent in warlike affairs, 

they 
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they embrace a life of eafe and indolence, with an ea- 
gerncfs highly unbecoming their charadlcr. In the 
times when celibacy was enjoined, we have reafbn to 
believe many entered into this religious warfare, not (o 
much to indulge felfifh and avaritious views, as from a 
real principle of piety and zeal for religion, whereas 
now, when we have fallen from our ancient difcipline^ 
and what feemed a rigour to many, is removed, 'tis 
highly probable, that ail thofe who are now fo ftrenuous 
to be admitted into thefe orders, are only aAuated by 
avarice and ambition. In fine, this inlet to covetouf- 
nefs being more than ever widened, things have come 
to fuch a degree, that thcfe inftitutions, at firft fo 
nobly intended, have at laft fallen into ruin and decay. 
Now we behold the faith given to Chrift broken, holy 
things violated, and the incomes deftined for facred 
purpofcs become a prey to wicked and prcfumptuous 
men : thofe who never had courage to look an enemy 
in the face, now flow in riches defigned for religious 
ufes, giving themfelves up to all manner of luxury and 
lafcivioufnefs. But I will no more lament what I have 
not in my power to remedy. 

Emmanuel next took under his confideration,an affair 
which was matter of great talk and public fpccula- 
tion, concerning which his council was very much di- 
vided in their icntiments: Whether the Jews, who 
had been^ driven out of Spain, and taken up their re- 
fidence in Portugal, fhould be banifhed from thence^ . 
as it had been determined in John's reign, or by the 
royal clemency be allowed to remain quiet and unnu)^ 
kfted in thofe places where they had fettled in the king- 
dom ? the king and queen of Caftille fenc letters to 
die 'king, earneflly entreating him, that he would not 
fuffer fo perverle a people, fo much under the dif- 
pleafure of God, as well as the odium of men, to re- 
main in his dominions. Emanuel looked upon it as a 
point of the utmofl delicacy, and worthy of th«highefl: 
deliberation. Some of his counfcUors were of opinion, 
that this people ought not to be exterminated, fince. 
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die Pope hiiinfelf had permited thetn to dwelt in his 
ecdeliafticai territories. Induced by his example, fc- 
"ireral ftates in Italy, and many Chriftian princes, not 
only in Italy but in Gerniany, Hungary, and other 
parts of Europe, had alfo granted the fame liberty, 
and allowed them to trade and carry on bufinefs of ail 
ibrts; Befides, faid they, their banifhment can never 
reclaim them j for wherever they go, they will carry 
their perverfc difpofuions 5 a change of country will 
never work any alteration in the depravity of their 
minds. If they (hould pafs over into Africa, as it is 
probable they would were they to be driven from Por- 
fugal, all hopes of their converfion muft be loft. 
Whilft they lived amongft Chriftians, many of them 
have been fo far inSuenced by friend (hip and example, 
that they have embraced the chriftian faith ; which 
can never be the cafe when they come to be mingled 
with blind and fuperflitious Mahometans. Moreover, 
it would be greatly detrimental to the public intcreft, 
if this people, fome of whom were confiderably rich, 
fliould carry their wealth to. the Moors, and enrich 
pur enemies with thofe arts which they had learnt from 
our nation. On the other hand, thofe of a different 
opinion affirmed, that the Jews, not without reafon, 
had been banifhed from Spain, France, and many pla- 
ces in Germany •; thofe princes who did not fet a higher 
value upon the increafe of their revenues than the in- 
terefts of religion, had perceived the dangerous con- 
fcquences of allowing fuch a people to remain in their 
dominions; they were apt to impofe on the fimple, 
and infeft the vulgar with their pernicious errors ; 
That it would be highly imprudent to put the leaft 
confidence in men who were fo inveterate againft our 
holy religion, who were bound by no ties nor obliga- 
tions, but would be ready to facrificc all to their intc- 
reft, by prying into the fecrets of the ftate, and giving 
intelligence to our enemies. It would likewife be 
greatly for the intereft of the public, that they ihould 
itpmediately be banifhed when they coijld only carry 
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away the wealth which they had fcraped together in 
other countries : this they (aid was more eligible than 
allowing them to remain longer, and then to difmifs 
ithem after they had atnafled confiderable riches, which 
they fcrupled not to procure by the moft fraudulent 
means. Emmanuel was influenced by this opinion, and 
decreed, that all the Jews and; Moors, who were not 
willing to erhbrace the chritlian faith, fhould quit his 
territories. In (hbrt, a day was fixed, after which all 
thofe who remained in Portugal were to lofe their li- 
berty. 

In the beginning of the next year 1497, Ferdinand 
and Ifabel were engaged in a war with Charles king of 
France. They fent ambaffadors to Emanuel, to renew 
the leagues which they had formerly made wirh John, 
and at the fame time to defire aid againfl: Charles. The 
king, with the concurrence of all his council, readily 
granted the firfl: part of this requeft ; but as to the 
refl:, he told them, that at prefcnt a treaty of peace fub- 
fifted between him and Charles, which he could not 
break through, without being guilty of the highcft dif- 
honour, efpecially fince the war was at fuch a diftance 
and Spain not invaded by the French. But if the king 
of France ihould carry his arms into Spain, in that 
cafe, according to the league, he would contribute his 
affiftance, and oppofe him with all his vigor. Their 
Caftilian majeflies were fatisfied, or feemed to be fo 
with this anfwer. 

The time now approached when the Jews, who 
would not become Chriftians, were to leave the king- 
dom ; and all of them were bufy to prepare for their 
departure. It gave Emmanuel great uneafinefs to think, 
that fo many thoufand men fliould be driven into ba- 
ni(hment, and he was defirous at lead to bring over 
their fons. For this purpofe he devifed a fcheme, 
which in fa6t was contrary to juftice and equity, though 
in the event it was as he meant it fhould, attended 
with good conlequences. He ordered all the fons of 
the Jews under fourteen years of age, to be forcibly 
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taken from their parents, that they might be ioftruded 
and educated in the chriftian faith : this could not ber 
put in execution without producing fome afFeding cir* 
cumftances. It was, indeed, a moving fpe£tacle to be- 
hold children torn from the embraces of their mothers, 
fathers dragged from the necks of their fons, and ufed 
with violence ; cries and lamentations from ail quarters, 
and every place filled with female fliriekings. Some 
were moved with fo much indignation, that they de- 
ftroyed their fons by throwing them into wells ; others 
were diftrafted to fuch a degree, that they laid violent 
hands upon themfelves. There was (till another ca- 
lamity which bore hard upon thefe wrached mortals ; 
thofe who were defirous of leaving a country where 
they met with fuch treatment, had not the liberty of 
lb doing. The king was fo much bent on making 
converts of this people, that he was refolved partly by 
rewiirds'to induce them, partly by neceffity to oblige 
them to embrace the chriftian faith. By agreement, 
he was to have provided ihipping for the Jews, and 
allow them a free departure ; but this he purpofely put 
off from time to time. At firft, there were three dif- 
ferent ports aiiigned, where they were to go aboard, 
but it was afterwards ordered, that they fhould take 
fhipping only from Lifbon ; this obliged the Jews ta 
come from all quarters, and relbrt to that place ; but the 
dme was fo far fpun out by thefe delays, that the day 
fixed was elapfed; and great numbers who had not left 
Portugal, now forfeited their liberty : being tired out 
with tjiefe hardihips, they at length became Chriftians* 
Some perhaps were fincere in their converfion, but 
kn^ny more only in outward fhew, that they might make 
thdr life Icfs painful and irkfome. They were, how- 
ever, baptized and initiated into the myfteries of our 
holy religion : by this means they recovered their fons, 
and were reftored to their liberty ; the king was ex- 
tremely kind to them, and gave them great encourage- 
ment ; fo that many of the Jews lived very agreeably 
in the Portuguefe dominions. This was the method 
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ufed to bring aboat the converlion of that pcopk % 
but furdy it muft be owned to be unwarrantable. Will 
any one pretend to maintain, that it was conGfteht with 
the priociples of juftice or religion, to force penrerfe 
and obftinate mii^s into a belief of things, which, in 
reality, they defpife and itjeft ? Will any one pretend 
to take upon him to hinder the freedom of the will, or 
put fetters on the underftanding? This is impoffible to 
be done, and is diredUy oppofite to the doftrine of 
Chrift. He does not take pleafure in any thing thai: 
proceeds from force or reftraint, and is delighted only 
with a voluntary facrifice that flows from the heart. 
He docs not command violence to be offered to the 
minds of men, bat by perfuafion and gentle ufage, 
that they fhodd be invited to the ftudy of true re« 
ligton. Bcfides, what is more prefumptuous than for 
a mortal to take upon him to do what the Divine f{H- 
rit can only efieft ? It is he alone who is able to enlighten 
and purify the minds of men \ and'fuch as he finds to 
be not altogether perverfe and repugnant to his holy 
influence, thefe he removes from darknefs, and makes 
them fee the truths of chriftianity. In fine, is it not 
fiiandaloHS and unworthy, that religion fliould be id far 
pofthuted as to admit men of ib much infidelity and 
diflimufation into her holy myfteries ? That thoie who 
hold in contempt the do6brine of Chrift, (hould have 
fuch an opportonity given them of exercHing their kn- 
(uety and ridicule? That from a religious pretence, re^ 
ligion fliould be thus violated and debafed ? Yet there 
were many who highly applauded this conduft of 
Ethmanuel, with regard to the Jews, efpedally fince fe- 
deral religious and learned men were of opinion, that it 
was lawful, and had been formerly put in praAice by 
many Chriftian princes. And indeed, there never have 
been, nor ever will be wanting, perfons who will al- 
ways fquare their fentiments with the humour of their 
prince, in order to infinuate themfelves into his favour. 
This ftcp of the king, though unjuft in itfelf, produced 
moft excellent eflfi^ fuch as we every day behold \ 
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for notwitbftanding many of that people might put 
on a rcH^ous maik, yet the fons of fuch having forgot 
the tmpieiy of tberr fathers, and inlfiuenced by caftom 
tts well as example, now worflnpChrift moft clevoutly, 
end live according to his rales. Thus it was, that the 
Jews were partly removed into bant(bmeot,aiid partly 
kA the name of Jews ; bat the Moorsi, who would not 
quit the perniciom crrcm of Mahometifm, were al^^ 
lowed to depart for Africa unmoiefted, left, if they 
had been injured, the Chriftians who lived in Africa 
or Afia, fhovrld (iifier upon riiat account. 

The fame year, the king began to Ireat about mar«- 
nags. He was defirous, as we have already mentioned, 
to have for wife I&bel the widow of Alphon(b^ the 
ion of John, havii^ contrafted a violent love for this 
lady, upon account of her fine accomplifhrnents and 
prudent behaviour. He communicated his defign 
to Alvaro, the brother of Ferdinand. This gentle- 
man had great infiuence with the king and queen of 
Spain, and promifed he would ufe his utmoft interefl: 
to bring about the afiair. For this reafen, be went 
back to Caftile, and from thence wrote a letter to 
' £mmanoel, informing him, that he found their Spanilh 
majeilies no ways averfe to fuch an alliance. The king 
thereupon fent^as his embafiador to Spatn,John Emma- 
nuel, lord of the bed-chamber, a man of great di« 
firetion. This embaflfy was very gratdul to the king 
and queen of Caftile, and the nutch was accordingly 
i^eed to. I&bel alone was very much againft it, part- 
ly owing to the grief which had overwhelmed her ever 
fince the death of Alphonfo, partly to a notion which 
fhe had conceived, of its being ui^coming to have a 
jfecxmd hufbtad. She could not therefore, at firft, be 
prevailed on to ento* again into the marrk^ eftate ; 
bat being at laft over-perfuaded, by the advice and en- 
treaties c^ her parents, and influenced by the arguments 
of feveral religious perfons, who reprefented to her how 
much this match would contribute to the peace and fe- 
cuniy of all Spain, fhe oompUcd with their requeft. 

In 



^a The History of BookI« 

In the mean time, whilft the neceflary preparations 
were making in Portugal for the reception of Ifabel, 
Emmanuel entered upon a very great and glorious un- 
dertaking. That we may fet forth this with the more 
exadtnefs, it will not be improper to trace the whole 
affair from its original : John the firft, king of Por- 
tugal, had acquir^ great fame by ridding his country 
of invading enemies, over whom he gained many fa- 
mous viAories : nor was -his loire of glory leflened by 
old age; for then he fitted out a formidable fleets 
which beficged and took Ceuta, a very large, rich, and 
iftrong city of Barbary, fituated near the ftrdghts of 
Gibraltar ; and the Portuguefe who were in that ga- 
rifon, bad now an opportunity given them of extend- 
ing their arms farther. Henry, the fon of John, who 
had greatly diftinguifhed himfelf by his bravery at the 
fi^e of Ceuta, likewiie carried on the fame giand de- 
fign. He built a fleet which he fent to cruize upon 
the coaft of Barbary, towards the fouth ; being in- 
flamed with a ftrong defire of finding out fordgn coun- 
tries, he ordered the comniknders of the fleet to go as^ 
far as poffible. Thence it happened, by the activity of 
thefe brave men, and the concurrence of fome lucky 
circumftances, that a great part of. Africa, towards 
Ethiophia, as well as feveral iflands, became fubjed to 
the Portuguefe : the more diftant and wonderful thofe 
places were faid to be, where our fliips put in, the 
greater defire this prince had of finding out countries 
flill more remote. Htnry was a man of an afpiring 
foul, and remarkable for his attachment to religion : 
his ambition was not fo much to make his own name 
famous, as to propagate the chriftian reli^on ; and he 
thought nothing could be more conducive thereto than 
luch expeditions, whereby he might fpread the name 
of Chrifl amongft thofe barbarous nations. That he 
might do this with greater, facility, he went to Sagre» 
a town in Algarve, about four miles from Cape St. 
Vincent. There he fitted out a fleet with ah intention, 
that they fliould try to find out a paflage to the eafliern 
' nations 1^ 
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nations ; but death prevented him from carrying thefe 
defigns into execution. He died in 1460, in the 67th 
year of his age. He left; no iffue behind him, for he 
was never married,, but preferved the ftrieleft conti- 
nence during his whole life. After his death, Al- 
phonfo the fon of kingDuarte, Henry's brother, filled 
the throne ; but he being fo much harraflTed with wars, 
could not enter into the fchemes of his predeceflbr. 
The crown came at length to John the fon of Alphonib, 
who fet about this affair with great vigor, and was at 
vaft expence to carry on what had been already begun« 
In his time, the greateft part of Ethiophia was vifited, 
and our fleet came into places which learned men, in 
former ages, thought there was no poflibility of reach- 
ing. They turned the Point, which had hitherto been 
the utmoft extent of navigation in thefe parts, and 
failed as far as the Line ; nor did they (lop here, but 
proceeded further, and difcovered ,vaft trafb of un» 
known land. Being now out of fight of the polar 
ftar, they were obliged to fix upoa conftellations in 
the fouthern hemifphere, by which they might fleer 
their courfe, A new navigation being thus opened, 
thofe who came afterwards into thefe leas made ftill 
greater difcoveries, and at lad reached the extremity 
of that prodigious promontory, which on the weft 
fide runs fouthward 35 degrees from the line, befides 
four which it has of north latitude ; {o that its whole 
extent amounts to 39 degrees, that is 2340 miles ; 
but on the eaftern fide it is much more extenfivc. In 
turning this promontory they met with the rood fu- 
rious tempefts, whence they called it Tormentos; which 
in the Portugufe language fignifics boiftcrous weather. 
Having examined this cape, or extremity of this pro- 
montory, they returned home. 

The account which John received of the fituatiort 
and length of this promontory, gave him inexpreffible 
joy ; he had now great cxpeftations of finding a paf- 
lage to Indij, and therefore called the extremity of 
that neck oif land, the Cape of Good Hope. - He made 
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choice of fev^ral perfont, Jews as well as Chriftian3» 
fuch as he tound to be men of genius and aftivity i 
thefe he fent by the way of Alexandria and Ethiophia, 
from thence to iail for India, to get intelligence from 
people acquainted with thofe coafts, what was the pro* 
per courfe to (leer from the Cape to the Ea(l-Indie8» 
But death put a (lop to John's further progrefs in thefe 
affairs ; fo that he left to Emmanuel not only the inhe- 
ritance of his kingdom, but likewife his earneft defire 
of carrying on this new navigation. 

There were many in Emmanuel's council who en- 
deavoured to diifuade him from this defign. They 
maintained, that upon fuch uncertain hopes^ it would 
be highly imprudent to run headlong into fo many cer- 
tain daggers. Befides, as India was fo remote from^ 
Portugal, they thought it almoft impofTible that ad- 
vantages could be reaped equivalent to the hardfhips 
which muft be fuftained in fo long and perilous a voy- 
age. At the fame time they reprefcnted, that the cm- 
barking in fuch an affair would, in all probability, in* 
volve him in a war with the Egyptian fultan, who was 
very powerful in the Eaft. If he even fucceeded ac- 
cording to his wifhes, this would draw upon him the 
envy of other princes in Chriftendom ; which might 
be attended with dangerous confequences : if he aimed 
at glory, of this they faid he might acquire a greater 
Ihare by carrying on the war in Africa with fpirit and 
refolution : if intereft was what he purfued, be might 
gain many more advantages in numberlefs places of 
Ethiophia, which he had partly fubdued by force, and 
pardy gained by friend (hip and alliances. 

Thefe and many other arguments were advanced in 
Emmanuel's-council, but all were not fulEcient to divert 
him from his purpofe. He looked upon defpair as 
the mark of a low and groveling mind, whereas he 
accounted hope to be the quality of a noble and afpir- 
ing foul. Henry and John could never be influenced 
by thefe arguments, but had pcrfifted in their refolu- 
tion of difcovcring a pafTagc to India. He therefore 
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chofe rather to imitate the example of his illuftriouft 
predeceflbrSy than follow the advice of fuch over-cau* 
tious and diffident perfons : befides, he was fomewhat 
moved by a circumilance which had the appearance of 
a prophecy. John, in his life-time, had given him as 
an advice, that when he came to the throne, amongft 
his other badges of royalty, he ihould likewiie add a 
fphere marked with the CeJellial circles. By this, John 
feemed to foretel, that in Emmanuel's reign, the Por- 
tuguefe fhould acquire great wealth and glory by dif- 
coveries made in the eaft and wefliern regions. In 
fine, his zeal for propagating the chriftian religion was 
another motive to make him purfue his defign, and 
hinder him from hearkening to his timorous coun- 
cilors. 

Emmanuel, therefore, ordered Laurence FemandOy 
with all expedition, to fit out a fleet, and gave the 
command of it to Vafco de Gama, a nobleman of great 
abilities, in whom he put the higheft confldertce. He 
gave him all neceflary inftruftions, and moft earneflily 
recommended to him, that be would condutf): the aN 
fair wich fpirit and difcretibn. Gama undertook to 
execute the commifllon with fidelity, and thanked his 
majefly for the honour conferred upon him : he de- 
fired his brother Paul, for whom he had the greateft 
aSedion, upon account of his bravery, might accom* 
pany him in the expedition. This the king readily 
granted. The fleet confided only of four fliips, be- 
ing fent out to diicover countries, not to carry on ho- 
fiile intentions. Vafco de Gama had the flag (hip, 
his brother was captain of the fecond, and Nicholas 
Coelo of the third $ the fourth being a fiore flaip, was 
commanded by Goncalo Nunnei, There was a x:ha- 
pel by the fea-fide, about four miles from Lifbon, 
built by Emmanuel in honour of the Virgin Mary } 
thither Gama reforted the day before he went abroad, 
and {pent the whole night, in oflering up prayers, and 
performing other religious duties. Next day he was 
fibllowed by vaft crouds of people to take leave of 
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Him and the reft who embarked in the expedition* 
Not only thofe in holy orders, but all prefent, with 
one voice put up their petitions to the Almighty, that 
he would grant them a profperous voyage, and a fafe 
return. Many of thofe who came to fee them aboard 
were deeply concerned, and exprcflcd their forrow as 
if they had been come to the funeral of their friends. 
Behold, {aid they, the curfed effedts of avarke and 
ambition 1 What greater punifhment could be devifed 
for thefe men, if guilty of the blackeft crimes ? To 
be thrown upon the mercilefs ocean, to encounter all 
the. dangers of fuch a voyage, and venture their lives 
in a thoufand (hapes. Would it not be more eligible 
to fuffer death at home, than be buried in the deep ac 
fuch a diftance from their native country ? Thefe, and 
many other things did their fears fuggeft. But Ga- 
ma, though he fhed fome tears at departure from his 
friends, was full of hope, and went aboard with great 
alacrity. He failed on the 9th of July 1497. Thofe 
who flood on the fhore, followed the (hips with their 
eyes ; nor did they move from thence till the fleet was 
under full fail, and quite out of fight. 
. In the mean while, Emmanuel received an exprcfe 
from their Caftilian majedies, informing him, that all 
fuitable preparations were made for celebrating the 
nuptials of Ifabel ; accordingly he fct out from Cintra 
for Ebora, where he fummoned the greateft pare of his 
nobility to attend him. Ifabel and her mother were 
then at Alcantara in .Valencia, almoft upon the con- 
fines of Portugal ; but king Ferdinand was obliged to 
flay with his fon John, who lay dang^roufly ill at Sa- 
lamanca. Thus it had been agreed on by him and 
his queen, that (he (hould accompany her daughter 
whilft llie remained with John, and, upon his recovery, 
Ferdinand was to fct out for Valencia, to grace the 
ceremony with his prefcnce, and give away his daugh- 
ter. Emmanuel being defirous the marriage might be 
concluded as foon as poflible, wrote to the queen, that 
with her leave he would come to Valencia to receive 
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his wife. She advifed Ferdinand of this by a letter* 
who returned for anfwer, that John being fo extreme", 
ly bad, he could not poffibly leave him; but fincc 
Emmanuel was fo impatient, the marriage might b^ 
confummated when he pleafed* He defired his For- 
tuguefe majefty would bring but a few attendants, and 
that all public demonftrations of joy might be deferred 
till a more proper feafon. The queen thereupon 
wrote to Emmanuel to the fame purpofe ; who, w ith- 
out delay, fet out for Valencia. A few days afte*" his 
arrival, (he received a difpatch, giving account of the 
death of her fon ; however, fhe kept it filent in her 
own breaft, that (he might not make Emmanuel a (harer 
in her grief ; but it could not be long concealed from 
him. Having difcovered it to be To, he thought it 
inoft prudent for him to fet out for Portugal with his 
bride, before (he heard of the melancholy news ; ac- 
cordingly he went to Ebora, where at laft he divulged 
the death of John to the queen, who (hewed the moft 
incxprcdible forrow upon that account. The death of 
this prince, as he was the heir apparent to the crown, 
and the only male iiTue, could not but greatly affed 
the whole kingdom of Spain j fo that there was a 
univerfal mourning and regret. He left behind him 
Margaret his wife, daughter to the emperor Maximi* 
lian, who held the foVereignty of Upper Pannonia, 
now called Auftria. She was with child when John 
died ; fo that the people had fome hopes (he might . 
bring forth an heir, and fo prevent the kingdom's fall- 
ing to a foreign prince : but all their fond expeftations 
were difappointed ; for in a few days Margaret mif- 
carried. Thus it happened, that the right of inherit- 
ance now defcended to Ifabel, eldeft daughter of Fer- 
dinand. 

Emmanuel, in the mean while, was wholly taken up 
with the affairs of his kingdom. He fettled the rights 
of private po(re(rions, granted immunities, upon at- 
tain reftriftions, and marked out the boundaries of 
provinces, towns, and cities, that all diiputes about 
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property might be prevented, and citizens enjoy their 
privileges in fccurity. Towards the end of this year, 
he and his queen, who, was now pregnant, went to 
Lifbon. Here they received a difpatch from their Ca- 
ftilian majefties, giving an account of Margaret's mif* 
carriage, and defiring them to come to Caftille, that they 
might be declared lawful heirs to the crown, and receive 
allegiance from the people. Emmanuel faw there was a 
ntceflity for going to Spain, but Brft of all he thought 
it expedient to fummon again his council; and he 
enafted feveral wife and falutary laws. On the firft of 
April 1498, they fet out on their journey, attended on- 
ly with 300 horfe. Their Spanifli majefties had de* 
ured them not to bring a great retinue, led this ihould 
Create animofities betwixt the Spaniards and Portuguefe, 
which, upon fuch occaiions, are apt to fpring from the 
moft frivolous caufes. Amongft thefe tew attendants, 
mollly men of the greateft n^ility, was George the 
fon of John, who, though a youth, was univerfally 
admired. In his difpoGtipn as well as perfon, he (a 
much refembled his father, that he revived in every 
one^s mind the grateful remembrance of that celebrated 
monarch. 

Emmanuel and Ifabel, with all who accompanied 
them, were drefTed in black to exprefs their ibrrow for 
the lofs of a prince fo much lamented throughout all 
Spain. When they entered the territories of this king- 
dom, the duke of Medina came on horfeback to re- 
ceive them: As foon as he came up with them, he 
difmounted, and kifled their hands ; all the reft of the 
nobility did the fame. As they paffed through the 
cities and towns, vaft crouds of people came forth to 
welcome them : great rejoicings were fhewn, and fump- 
tuous preparations made every where for their recep- 
tion. 

It was now in the clofe of the evening when they 
approached the city of Toledo, from whence Fer- 
dinand came out to receive them, and embraced both 
jn a very loving and aSe&ionatc manner/ The ma- 
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giftrates of che cicy waited at the gates, and in the 
moft reipedful terms acknowledged fubmiflion and 
obedience to their Portuguefe majeftics. They were 
conduced to church, under a golden umbrello. After 
prayers were offered up, they went to the palace, where 
queen Ifabel received them with che higheft marks of 
joy. Their arrival feemed to have difpelled from her 
mind that gloomy forrow with which flie had been over- 
whelmed ever fince the death of her fon, Ferdinand 
was extremely complaifanc to all the nobility who ac- 
companied Emmanuel, but efpecially to George, whom 
he diftinguilhed with the greateft honour. 

The king and queen of Spain thought that node- 
lay ought to be made ; therefore, in a few days after- 
wards they fet about the buHnefs for which they had 
fummoned a general aflfembly of the kingdom, and 
fcnt for their fon in law and daughter. On the fun- 
day following, Emmanuel and Ifabel were condudcd to 
church with great pomp, the former having his horfc 
led by the duke of Medina walking a foot on the right 
fide, whilft the latter had the fame office performed by 
the count de Feria walking on the left. In like man- 
ner Ferdinand and his queen were led by the matter 
of the horfe and the duke of Alva. The archbifhop 
of Toledo performed the religious rites, witlj great ce- 
remony. Thefebeingfinifhed, Ferdinand and Ifabel, ad- 
vancing to Emmanuel and his queen, took each of them 
by the hand, and placed them in chairs raifed on high, 
and adorned with rich ornaments, then feated them- 
felves on each fide. The deputies from the cities were 
difpofed according to the order eftablilhed in Spain for 
many ages. The nobility took their places as chance 
offered, and this without giving offence to each other; 
for Ferdinand had in the moft friendly manner en- 
joyned them, not on fuch aocc^fion, to contend about 
frivolous points of honour, telling them it would highly 
difpleafe him, if by their unfeafonable animofites, they 
(hould difturb him in an affair which he was defirous 
Ihould be conduced with univerfal harmony and agree- 
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inent. Silence hting proclaimed, a perfon reputed tQ 
be a greric orator and an able civilian, got up and made 
a molt eloquent fpeech; in this he fct forth the peace, 
the tranquillity, the increafe of empire, and many other- 
advantages which would flow from an union of the 
crowns of Spain and Portugal. He recommended, in 
the ftrongcft manner, to the nobility and the different 
cities, that they (houfd love and efteem the king and 
queen of Portugal, and at all times, and on all occa* 
fions, give them teftimonies of their loyalty and affec-r 
tion. He next addreffed himfelf to Emmanuel and 
Ifabel, telling them, he hoped they would imitate the 
great virtues of their majeftics who at prefent filled the 
throne. He exhorted them to confidcr what an impor- 
tant truft they were about to undertake. That it was 
' their duty to proteft the innocent ; to punifh the guilty 5 
to ward off dangers, and give fuccour 10 the people; to 
preferve them in a (late of tranquillity-, and by all pof- 
lible means to make the kingdom thrive and flourilh. 
This fpeech being ended, the archbilhop advanced to 
Emmanuel and Ilabel, with ^ bible in his hand, which 
he opened, and having placed a crucifix thereupon, he 
defircd them to lay their hands upon it : This they ac- 
cordingly did, and, after a (hort form of words was 
pronounced, they bound themfelves by the moft la- 
cred oaths, to adminiiler juftice with impartiality; to 
preferve the liberties of the people ; and to make it 
their higheft ambition to provide for the intereft and 
welfare of the whole kingdom. Then the book was 
delivered to the matter of the horfe, who holding it in 
his hands, took the oaths to Emmanuel and Ifabel, as 
heirs to the crown ; and that on all occafions, at the 
hazard of his life, he would be ready to fhew his at- 
tachment to their fervice. The reft of the nobility, and 
the deputies from the cities followed his example. Then 
in the order they had taken the oaths of allegiance, 
they went all up and kiffed their hands, excepting 
only the citizens of Toledo. It may not be foreign to 
our purpofe, if we give the rcafon why they alone de- 
clined 
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dined their duty, fince we may learn from thence, 
what flight caufes will often give rife to the moil tur*^ 
buient feditions, and be attended with fatal confequen-* 
ces, if pot prevented by the utmoft wifdom and dif-* 
cretion. 

There had been a difpure of long Handing betwixt 
the citizens of Toledo and thofe of Burgos about pre- 
eminence z the former maintained their city to be the 
metropolis of Caftile, whilfl the latter mth as much 
warmth affirmed Toledo to be the capital of Spain. 
The point in queftion could never be brought to an 
amicable conclufion, fo that neither would yield to the 
other in precedency ; as often then as any of the kings 
of Spain fummoned an afTembly, there was.adanger, 
that the reprefentatives of thefe cities would proceed to 
violence. Alphonlb the eleventh having called a public 
diet of his people, was refolved in fome (hape to puc 
^n end to this controverfy: therefore, in prefence of the 
whole alTcmbly, before there was any mention made 
of the dilpute, he faid, * I know the citizens of To- 
* iedo will obey my will with chearfulncfs, let thofe of 
^ * Burgos fpeak/ This declaration of the king pleaied 
both, becaufe each imagined the preference was giveir 
to them. The citizens of Toledo thought the greateflr 
honour was (hewn to them, becaufe the king menti-? 
oned them firft; whilll: thofe of Burgos were perfuaded 
his majefty had moft honoured them, by calling on 
them to fpeak firft. The fucceeding princes, as often, 
as they fummoned an aflfembly, followed the fame me- 
thod. The citizens of Toledo, however, did not choofc 
jto pay their refpedls in the public aflembly, that they' 
might not, upon fqch an occafion, revive the old dis- 
pute. But after their majefties had lefc the church, 
^nd were on their way to the archbifhop's palace, 
where a mod elegant entertainment was prepared, 
the citizens of Toledo went up to them, in the moft 
fubmiSiye manner, and kifled their hands. 

The aifembly being difmiffed, Ferdinand and his 
queen fct Qut for Arragon, with their fon in law and 
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daughter, in order to have them declared heirs to that 
kingdom, and that they might receive allegiance there, is 
in Caftilc. As they made their progrefs thro* the country 
they were met by vaft crowds of people, who gave the 
greatell demonftrations of joy at their arrival ; and 
the nobility as well as all the different'cides, made 
fumptuous and princely preparations for their recepdon. 
On the firft of June, they reached Caragoca, where 
they were received with the utmoft pomp and folem- 
nity. After a few days reft Ferdinand gave orders, ' 
that this city, as thofe in Caftile bad done, fliould 
take oaths of allegiance to Emmanuel and Ifabel. The 
Caragocians, however, faid they could not comply, till 
they had a conference with the citizens of Valentia and 
Barcelona, whom they looked upon to be the guar- 
dians and protestors of their liberties. Nevertheleis^ 
Ferdinand infifted they fhould make no delay, fince he 
was fure, he faid, thefe cities would perform their 
duty, when required : And he (aw no reaibn why they 
Ihould put off an affair which admitted of fb little 
doubt. They anfwered, * That it was a matter not 
to be determined raflily, but required the utmoft de- 
liberation ; that they did not hefitate about giving 
their allegiance, but about the terms and condicions 
on which it was to be given. And before this point 
was fettled, (hey thought it convenient to hold a 
convention with their fellow-citizens, by whofe joint 
afiiftance and counfcl, they might be the more able 
to fupport the common caufe. However, fince it 
was his majefty's pleafure, that they (hould imme- 
diately take the oaths of allegiance, they faid, they 
would obey his commands, on condition Emanuel 
and Ifabel (hould bind themfelves by an oath, that, 
upon their acceffion to the throne, they would rc- 
ftore thofe rights and immunities to the people of 
Arragon, which Ferdinand himfelf had taken from 
them.* The king replied, he would by no means 
fuffer a reftitution to be made of privileges, which they 
juftly forfeifed by the abufe they had made of themi 
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Three months were fpent in thefe difpures, which gavie 
great umbrage to their Caftilian majcfties. They had 
many reafons to be offended, but one thing particular- 
ly touched them : The Caragocians affirmed it to be 
contrary to the conftitution of Arragon, to be under 
the dominion of a woman. And therefore if the king 
died without male iflue, that the people would then 
have a right to cleft any perfon whom they cfteemed 
worthy of fijch a high dignity. In the mean while the 
citiztes, jealous of their liberties, held meetings and ca- 
bals, to concert meafures for the common caufe. They 
provided arms, and concealed them in their houfcsj they 
drew together their forces from all quarters, and, in 
fhort, omitted nothing which might enable them to 
ftand in defence of their rights and privileges. How- 
ever, all thefe tumults were quieted by the birth of a 
fon, whom young Ifabel brought forth on the 25th of 
Auguft. He was named Michael. , Ferdinand was lb 
tranfportcd wich this piece of good fortune, that he 
could hardly contain his joy ; with a loud voice he 
congratulated every one on the birth of this prince, who 
was heir to the kingdom of Spain. But alas ! how un- 
certain are the joys of human life ! how quickly luc- 
ceeded by fcenes of deepeft forrow! Ifabrl during her 
pregnancy had been very much indifpofed, and as her 
time drew near, became worfc and worfe i after her 
delivery (he was reduced extremely low, 'and a few 
days afterwards died, in her father's arms. This lady 
was a (hining example of piety, modefty, and difcre- 
tion ; all which (he difplayed in a moft confpicuous 
manner in her laft moments. Her afFe<5bions were not 
fixed upon this life, but raifed to another, which is ever- 
lading and full of felicity. The death of this princefs J 
was univerfally lamented, and threw a damp upon;hat 
joy which the king, the nobility, and all the cities 
had expreffed on the birth of the young prince. 

The funeral rites being performed, and all things 
fettled according to the will of the d^ccafcd queen, 
Emmanuel then began to think of fetcing out for Por- 
tugal. 



44 The History of Book !• 

tugal. When he took leave of Ferdinand and Ifabel, 
this broughc their forrow afrefli into their minds; 
while he at the fame time, was deeply afFedted with the 
thoughts of having loft a wife of fuch extraordinary 
virtue. He was attended by a great number of the 
Spanifh nobility, who accompanied him as far as the 
Portuguefe terri:ories.. In this journey thither, when 
at the town of Ara da, he fent ambaOfadors to the 
Pope, exhorting him to fee about the reformation of 
the church. Her morals were totally degenerated, re- 
li^ous zeal was extinguifhed ; vice and licentioufnefs 
univerfally prevailed, and religion was proftiturcd to 
the moft unworthy purpofes. The city where piety 
and devotion ought to dwell, was now become the com- 
mon link of wickcdncls and debauchery. In fhorr, 
things were come to fuch an extremity, that the church 
of Rpme muft fall to ruin, if not recovered byafpeedy 
refortnation. Emmanuel therefore earneftly entreated, 
nay in the name of Chrift conjured his holinefs, to put 
a ftop to this growth of vice and immorality, to ex.- 
tirpate luft, to reftrain ayarice, and check the prefent 
licentioufnefs of manners, by a ftrid difc ipline. He faid, 
it would highly become his dignity, and greatly re^ 
duund to his honour, if, by an exemplary piety, he 
would revive a fpirit of virtue and religion in his own 
territories, and by this me^ns recall other chriftian na- 
tions to a fcnfe of their duty. The ambafladors were 
Roderigo de Caftro, and Henry Coutign, noblemen 
of great wifdom » and fagacity. He ordered them to 
communicate the particulars of their commiffion to king 
Ferdinand's ambaflador, who, as it had been agreed on 
by Emmanuel and hisSpani(h majefty, was fent to Rome 
on the fame account. 

Having difpatched thcfc perfons, he proceeded on 
his journey, and arrived at Lisbon on the 13th of 
Odober. There he received an exprefs from Ferdinand 
and Ifabel, giving an account, that his fon Michael 
had been unanimoufly declared heir to the kingdoms 
of Arragon and Caftille, and had received the allegiance 
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of the whole people. They dcfired the feme might 
bedoile in Portugal, fince it woulcj tend very much to 
the peace and welfare of both kingdoms. Emmanuel 
therefore in the following year 1499, Summoned an af- 
fembly for that purpofc* He required of them to pro- 
claim Michael fucceflbr to the crown of Portugal and 
to take the oaths of allegiance to him* This they did 
not refufe, upon condition that he, in the name of his 
fon, (hould make a promife, and bind it by an oath, 
that noplace of truft or profit, nor the government of 
any fort or garifon belonging to the Portuguefe, either 
at home or abroad, fliould at any time, or upon any 
|)retcnce whatfoever, be conferred upon any pcrfon not 
a native of Portugal. This the king readily complied 
with, and confirmed his promife by figning it witn his 
own hand, that it might be kept as a public teftimony. 
The people thereupon bound themfclves to be faithful to 
Michael. . 

In the mean while, the ambafladors whom Emma- 
nuel had fent to the Pope having arrived at Rome, had 
a meeting with Garfia Laffo, king Ferdinand's am- 
bafifador, to whom, according to their orders, they 
communicated every thing relating to the embaffy. 
After the affair was properly deliberated upon, they 
went all three to the Pope, and, in the name of their 
Spanifh and Portuguefe majeflies, recommended to him, 
that he would (hew his zeal for the intereft of religion, 
tod promote true piety, by extirpating vice and wicked- 
nefi. Nor did they think it fufficient once to make 
their application, butpreffed him thereto by frequent and 
repeated folicitations, and publifhed the particulars of 
their embafly, figned with their names, as a public 
tcftimony, that nothing had been omitted by their 
Spanifh and Portugueze majefties, which might con- 
tribute to recover the finking church. This admonition 
was taken, or feemed to be taken, in good part by his 
holinefs. It produced one good effeft, that Alexander 
put on an appearance of being lefs extravagant and dif- 
folutc in his conduft* A few days afterwards, he fent a 

2 deputy 



46 The History of Book I. 

deputy to Emmanuel, to prefcnt him with a fword and 
cap, which he had confecratcd. The king accepted of 
them with great civility, and fent back the mefTengef 
with rich prefcnts, and a letter to Alexander, wherein 
he declared he would always adhere to the intereft of 
religion, and be ready to efpoufe the caufe of his ho- 
linefs on all occafions In this fame year, on the i ith 
cf July, Emmanuel received the firlt intelligence of his 
Indian expedition, which we (hall here give an account 
of from the beginning : When Gama fet fail from 
Lilbon, he direfted his courfe to the Canary Iflands, 
thence he made to^^ards the ifland of St. Jago. The 
fhips for three months afterwards were harraOed by con- 
tinued dorms, when at lad they came in fight of land, 
which Gama ordered thepi to make. The fhips ac- 
cordingly came to anchor in a large bay, and our peo- 
ple being now in great want of water, the admiral 
fcnc Nicholas de Cceio, to try if he could find any river 
thereabouts. Coelo having examined the (hore, luckily 
difcovcred the mouth ot a river, the water of which ^ 
was fweet, and the banks of a beautiful verdure. As 
foon as Gama was informed of this, he ordered the 
Ihips to make towards that river, in order to water 
and lay in a flock of wood. Here they faw vaft num- 
bers of fea-calves, fome of which they killed for food. 
The admiral was refolved, by all pofTible means to in- 
form himfelf of the manners and cuftoms of the people 
in the different places he touched at. He therefore 
difpatched fome perfons, to try if they could, by force 
or ftiatagem, bring him any of the inhabitants of the 
country, by whom he might fatisfy his curiofity. Ac- 
cordingly they brought him fome black men, with 
Ihort fleecy hair. Several of the Portugueze who ac- 
companied Gama were acquainted with mod of the 
Ethiopian languages, but not one underflood thcfc 
men ; fo that they were obliged to exprefs their mean- 
ing to each other by figns and geflures. Gama be- 
haved to them with great civility, giving them cloaths^ 
together with bells, glaifes, and fuch other trifles, which 
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extremely pleafed them, and induced others to come, 
expcftiing to be treated with the like gcnerofity. Our 
People lived on a very friendly footing with thefe 
Ethiopians, who fupplied them with plenty of whole- 
(ome nourifhing provifions, fuch as were the produce 
of their country. In return, our men gave them cloaths 
of a fmall value, and other trifling things, which theie 
men cfteemcd at a very high rate. This friendly in- 
tercourfe was, however, not of a long ftanding, being 
broke off by the indifcretion of a Portugueze, who, 
having contrafted a great intimacy with the natives, 
defired liberty to go along with fome of them to their 
houies. They conduded him afliore with great com- 
plai&nce, and in their way killed a fea-calf, which they 
intended, as an elegant entertainment for their new 
gueft. This difh, when ferved up, was fo much againfl: 
the ftomach of the Iqueamifh Portugueze, that he got 
up, and wanted to be gone. Nor did they oppofc his 
abrupt departure, but accompanied him with the great- 
eft good humour. He doubted, however, whether 
they attended him by way of honour, or led him as a 
vidim to be facrificed ; his fear made things appear in 
the worft light ; therefore, when he came near to the 
ffaips, he called aloud for help, as if he had been led 
captive. Our men came immediately to his afljftance, 
which frightened the Ethiopians, who fled to the woods, 
where their arms were depofited : there they concealed 
themlclves, for now they looked upon the Portugueze 
as invaders come to deftroy them. The arms which 
they ufcd were ipears headed with (harp pieces of 
horn ; theif; being whirled round, and thrown with 
great dexterity, wound as deep as the (ha rpeft javelin. 
In the mean while, Gama', with fome of the officers, 
had come afhore, to take the altitude of the fun with 
an aftrolable. Whilft they were bufied in this man- 
ner, without theleaft apprehenfion of danger, thofe who 
had retired to the woods, of a fudden fallied out from 
their lurking places, attacked them with great fury, 
and wounded fcvcral, amongft whom was the admiral 
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broke off by the jaciiircr^in: a: i 5 




having oootratfted a gr=ae rrnTarr von 

defired liberty to go a^cez 

houfes. Thry coed', 

pl^iancc, asd indsdrvsr k-ilin^ 

intended, as an rirgin 

gueft. This dUh, wi:;c]i scrvsd re. ms ii m-rr 2:j_=i.-r± 

thefiomach of the iqoeajx: 

up, and wanted to be s 
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abrupt departure, but acccrrcsraEi ::r=: wizl : 
eft good humour. He d:»-rr?c^ jii»wT»m 
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they attended him by way or booocr, cr jchi iim a a 
vi&im to be (acriSccd ; hi frar nace nurjB acp=ir xl 
the worft light ; tfaarforc, wbca br -zrir zesr *t :ic 
ftip5, he called alood for h£p, « r :ar :^t r.-rrr zri 
captive. Our men came immeclje^T n z:i: s^.^.arr*, 
which frightened the Erhic^iaris, wbs fee i:. i:e • ^ --^ 
where their arms were depoficad : tzitrt 'brj vjcrtn^^^z 
themfclves, for now they looked z^pya I'^t ^-'^^'^rr-^n:^ 
as invaders come to deftroy At 

I they ufcd were ipcars headed ^ ^ 

\ horn ; theft being whirled round, ^t^ vltz^-z. -a zi 

I great dexterity, wound as deep as tx fbir::*ri ;a^^ '- 

In the mean while, Gama^ with fcnie rf zr^ c^n^cr-i. 

had come afiiore, to take the altiti>-e of ih: I'-r ^ .'; 

an aftrolable. Whilft they were b^-S^ in t .3 n^ia- 

I ncr, without theleaft apprehtrnlion of carrgr-, :3>ir j»-Vj 

[ had retired to the woods, of a fuddrn fa.L<d ccr ^:3 

their lurking places, attacked them with gT^^- ^-T» 

and wounded feveral, amongft whom wax the arm a! 
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himfelf, who received a wound in the foot. Our 
men were obliged to retreat, which they effcfted fooner 
than was expected. Thus it happened, by the folly 
and rafhnefs of one man, that the fhips could no longer 
water at this place with fafety. Our people gave the 
name of St. Helen to the bay, and that of St. Jago 
to the river, according to the names of the faints on 
whofe days thefe places were difcovered. This was 
the rule which they obferved in naming all the un- 
known parts which they difcovered. 

Thence they ftecrcd towards the Cape. In this part 
of the voyage Gama gave the greateft proofs of his 
rcfolution, which was often put to the moft fcvere tryaL 
The waves in thefe feas were like mountains in height; 
the winds boifterous and piercing cold ; the florms 
frightful in themfelveSj were rendered ftill more fo by 
an almoft continual darknefs, which pcevails in thefe 
parts at that time of the year. In (hort, every thing 
appeared moft difmal aud horrid, efpecially to thofe 
who had never been in thefe feas. They expefted 
every mom«nt to be fwallowed up in the deep. Now 
the ftiips feemed to be raifed to the heavens, then to 
be funk to the loweft abyfs. Being unable to proceed 
further, they were obliged to tack, and humour the 
winds, fo as to keep the way they had already made; 
and thus to wait the iffue of the ftorm. When there 
happened to be a calm at any time, then the men, half- 
dead with fear, came round Gama, begging he would 
not fuffer himfcif, as well as thofe committed to his 
charge, tolofc their lives by fo horrid a death. They 
faid, they could no longer weather the ftorm, but muft 
certainly be all buried in the waves, if he went any far- 
ther, and did not fteer homewards again. The admiral 
with great firmnefs refuted their requeft ; for this rea- 
fon, there was a confpiracy formed againft him. This 
he was informed of by his brother Paul, and guarded 
againft it with the utmoft precaution : he put all the 
pilots in chains, and he himfrlf, with fome others, per- 
formed that office. At laft, however, when he had for a 
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confiderable time refolutely wichftood the dangers of 
thcftorm, and a wicked 'machination, the weather cook 
a turn, and he quickly made the Cape of Good Hope, 
which a] I our (hips doubled on the 20th of November. 
This was matter of great joy to the v^hole compafiy $ 
now they thought there was no obAacle to oppofe them, 
but that with plcafure they fhouid proceed in their 
voyage. They coafted along at a Hi tie diflance from 
the fliore, having a mod agreeable profpefb of the ad- 
jacent country^, which appeared rich and beautiful. 
I'hcy Taw large woods and thick foreds, with numer- 
ous herds of cattle fcattered every where. The coun- 
try feemed alfo to abound in people, whom they could 
fe^ moving to and fro, trom all quarters. Theie men 
ill colour, as well as make of their body, very much 
rcfemblcd thofe of St. Helen's Bay ; when they 
fpoke, they feemed to fob; their privities were in- 
clofed in wooden cafes, the reft of their body being 
left quite naked ; they play upon pipes, with which 
they make no contemptible mufic ; they live in huts 
made of clay, or brick hardened in the fun, which 
they cover with ftraw and clods of earth. Our people 
having got 73 leagues north of the cape, found an- 
other bay, which they called Angra de San Bias. In 
the innermoft part of it there is a linle ifland, where 
the ihips put in, to get a fupply of water. The land 
hereabouts is very fertile, and abounds in large ele-* 
phants and great numbers of fine oxen ; which the na- 
tives put packfaddles upon, and uie as horfes. Here 
are alfo prodigious numbers of lea- calves of fuch fur- 
prizing fiercenefs, that they will often fly at people j 
and certain birds called foliiicairos, about the fize of 
a goofe ; they have no feathers, and their wings re- 
femble thofe of a bat j thefe, however, do not enable 
them to fly, but when expanded make them run with 
fhe.moft aftonilhingfwiftnefs. Gama, having watered 
and taken in fome provifions, fct fail from this place. 

On the 8 th of December a fudden ftorm arofe* 
which (truck a panic into our people, and drove them 
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quke out of fight of land : bat it foon blew over, and 
they again approached the ihore ; for; as they were 
unacquainted wuh the navigation in thefe parts, they 
thought it dangerous to keep out at fea, and chofe ra- 
ther to cruize along at a little dtftancc from the coaft; 
On the loth of- January, they dcfcried fome little 
iflands, about 230 miles from their laft watering place ; 
thefe appeared extrcnKly pleafant. The trees were 
tall and lofty, the meadows of a beautiful verdure^ 
and great numbers of cattle frifked about every where. 
There was now the moft profound calm, and the fea 
was of a proper depth; fo that they couldy withoac 
danger, keep clofe to the land, and view it with great 
pleafure. They could fee the inhabitant?? walking upon 
the (bore in vafl numbers : thefe men in colour rc- 
fembled thofe already feen in thefe coafts. Their per- 
fons were ftately, and outward appearance graceful. 
Here Gama anchored, and difpatched one of his men, 
whom he knew to be well verfed in languages, in his 
name tp wait upon the king, and pay his refpedts to 
him. This meffcnger was received with great civility^ 
an$l difmifled with prefents fuch as the country pro- 
duced. Thefe people were nwre civilized than the reft, 
and affefted more gaiety in their drefs ; they had brace-" 
lets on their arms, and brazdn helmets on their heads; 
they wore fabres by their (td«a with tin handles, in ivory 
fcabb^rds not unflcilfully falhioned. The adthiral, at 
his departure from this place, left two exiles, that they 
might inform themfclves of the nature and cuftoms of 
.this people. There were in the fleet ten malefadiorsj 
who had been condemned to die, but pardoned on 
condition they went along with Gama ; and wherever 
hefhould leave them, they were to examine the coun- 
try, and, at his return be able to give him intelHgence 
of the manners of rhe inhabirants. 

On the 1 5th of January, they came to the mouth of 
a very large river, the banks of which ' were covered 
with'an agreeablf verdure, and fhaded with trees load- 
ed With fruit. It was in the dufk of the evening when. 
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the Porfuguefe reached this place, therefore they caft 
anchor, and waited the return of the day, to have a 
more diftinft view of the country. On the morning, 
they faw fevcral of the natives making towards them 
in little boats. Thefe men, who came aboard without 
the lead fear or hefitation, were treated with great ci- 
vility ; none of the Portuguefe, however, under ft ood 
their language. Some days afterwards, four of the 
chief perfons in the country came aboard the fliips, tp 
pay their refpcfts to Gama, who received them with 
iheutmoll politenefi. He made an entertainment for 
them, and at their departure, decked them with filken 
garments. Thefe prcfents not a little pleafcd the people, 
who could not help fhewihg vifible marks of joy ; but 
thefe no more than the Ethiopians beforemeotioned, 
were underftood by the Portuguefe, who could not 
make out from them how far it was to India. Okrly 
one of them, who ^ke Arabic very imperfectly, faid 
there was a country not far diftant, from whence he 
had come but a few days ago, where fliips of the fame 
ihape and fizeas ours uled often torefbrt. The fpirits of 
our people were grearly elevated by this piece of in- 
telligence, for they hoped in a little time to behold 
India. This river Gama called De bon Sinyas, or of 
good figns. He placed upon the banks a pillar of 
ftorie, on which was carved a crucifix, with the arms 
of Emmanuel under, to fpread the g^ory of the chri- 
ftian name, and be a monument of the fame of that 
illuftrious prince: for this purpofcf, fcveral of thefe 
pillars had been carried in the (hips from Portugal. 
•He gave the name of St. Raphael to the country where 
he left two of the criminals. Having refitted his fliips, 
and refrelh^d the lick, he gave orders on the 24th of 
February to fet fail. 

On the firft of March, the Portuguefe difcerned four 
iftands not far diftant from each other. Ca^lo dtfcricd 
feven veflels in full fail from one of rhefc iflands, and 
bearing towards our fliips: they knew our admiral by 
her enfign, and accordingly made towards her : l^e- 
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ing come within hearing, they fet up a great (hout^ 
and hailed our people in the Arabian language. Whes> 
they came up with our fhips, they begun to play on 
flutes and other mufical inltruments, and with loud 
huzzas congratulated the admiral on his arrival in thefe 
pans. Thefe men were likewiie of a blackifh colour, 
but of a genteel make, and moftly drefled in filk ; 
their, heads were adorned with turbants made of fine 
linen, interwoven with gold. They wore faulchions 
by their fides, and targets on their arms. Having; 
come aboard, they fpoke to our people in the Arabian 
tongue ; thofe of the Fortuguefe who undtrilood that 
languagCf anfwered them in the mod obliging manner. 
The admiral ordered a epilation to be ferved up^ which 
they very freely accepted of. Duiing the repaft, Ga- 
ma exprefied his defire to know the name, as well as 
the manners and cuftoms of this ifland, and how far 
it was diftant from Indi^. They made anfwer, th^ 
it was called Mozambiqt^, fubjcd to the king of 
Quiloa, who appointed a governor, invefted wiih high 
authority. Great part of tbp ifland, tbeyfaid, was in-^ 
habited by Saracen merchants, and they had a market 
there inferior to none in thofe parts -^ tot from thence 
fhips went to Arabia, to India, and fii^rxy other parts 
of the world ; and from ail thefe places, imported 
great qu^ntitit^of all forts of goods. Moreover, they 
^aid there was on this coaft, a country th^t Gama had 
jjaficd by, called Zofal^, which abounded in gold ;, 
and, laflly, they informed the admiial how far that 
place was from Calicut. This account added greatly 
to the fpirits of our people, who, with uplifted hands, 
beg^n to return tharlks to God, ihinking their labours 
now almod at a period. 

This ifland is fituated in that part of Africa former-, 
]y called Agefimba, in 16 degrees fouthern latitude.. 
The inhabitants are b!^ck, atxi the country, on ac* 
count of its marfhes, is very unwholefome. Their 
houfcs are made of clay, and thatched with ftraw ; yet, 
for the convenience of tr^ific, fhips come hither frocp 
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all (Juarters. The Arabs> at that time, had the' tnofl: 
power and weakh in this ifland^ They ufe fmall gal- 
leys not faftened with naiK but long round pegs driven 
through hdes made for that purpofe ; they caulk the 
Teams with ropes made of palm leaves. The palm 
trees arc of a great height, covered with long prickly 
leaves ; the broad fpreading boughs afford an agreeable 
ihade^ and bear nuts of a great fize, called cocoes. 

The Arabs at that time knew the ufe of the com* 
pafs, and had fea chares and maps, wherein the fitua- 
tion of countries were laid down with great accuracy : 
nor were they without quadrants, with which they took 
the altitude of the fun, and the latitude of places. In 
ihort, fo great was their skill in thefe arts, that they 
feemed to be very littl^ Inferior to the Portugucfe pi- 
lots, in knowledge of maritime affairs. They con- 
verfed very jocofely with Cur people, whom they ima- 
gined to ht Mahometans from Barbary. Our admiral 
was extremely kind to them ; he gave them feveral 
prefents, and entrufted them with others, which he 
dcfired they might, in his name, prefcnt to the gover- 
nor. His name was Zacocia, who, when he heard 
what a kind reception his countrymen had met with, 
and (aw the prefents fent to himfelf, he thought he was 
bound in civility to pay Gama a vifit. For this pur- 
pofe, he drefTed himfelf in rich embroidered cloaths, 
and puc on a fiae fword fet with diamonds. Thus 
equipped, and attended by a number of armed men, 
with drums and trumpets playing before him, he fee 
out for the (hips. Before his arrival, Gama had or- 
dered a 1 the fick to be removed out of fight, and thofe 
who were in health to be above deck, atoed in the 
Portuguefe manner : for, as he thought there was no 
faith to be put in the Saracens^ he therefore refolved 
to be upon his guard at all times. Zacocia having 
come aboard with his attendants, faluted Gama, who 
returned this civility with the utmoft refpeft. Thefe 
compliments being over/ they fat down and difcourfed 
together very fociably. An elegant entertainment was 
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ferved up, and plenty of wine filled round. They 
cat very heartily, nor did the fuperftition of the Ma- 
hometan religion binder them from taking their bottle 
freely. Zacocia made no doubt but our people were 
of fome Mahometan country ; he asked whether they 
were Moors or Turks, what kind'of warlike arms they 
ufcd ; and, laftly, if they had any books concerning ^ 
the Mahometan religion, for fuch he fhould be ex- 
tremely glad to fee. Gama made anfwer, that he 
came from the weft ; that the arms of ourpieople were 
fuch as thofe who ftood by were acoutred with ; befides, 
that they made ufe of certain engines, to be feen in his 
fhipSi with which they could not only deftroy whole 
armies, but even (hake and batter to pieces the ftrongefl: 
citadels.. As for the books of religion which our people 
followed, he faid he would (hew them with the greateft 

f)leafure, after he and his itien had a few days refpite 
rom their fatigue. Moreover, be told Zacocia he 
was bound for India, and defired he would fupply him 
with fome perfon skilled in navigation to pitot him thi- 
ther. 

Next day, the governor revi(ited our fleet, and 
brought with him two pilots, who agreed for a certain 
fum of money to (leer the (hips to Calicut. In (hort, 
there was fuch a mutual exchange of good offices be- 
twixt our people and thefe iQandcrs, that it looked as 
if their friendlhip would have been of a long (landing ; 
but it proved otherwife : As foon as Zacocia perceived 
them to be Chriftians, all kindnefs was turned into the 
moft bitter hatred ; then he began to lay fchemes for 
their deftruftion, and by all po{fible means to devife 
how he might deftroy the (hips. Gama and all his 
men were now treated in the moft fpiteful manner. 
Tumults and fedirions were flirred up againft them. 
A plot was formed againft the life of the admiral, but 
happily difcovered. One of the pilots whom the go- 
vernor had furniftied, wer^t off and never returned. 
Some of our men being alhore to get water and wood, 
were attacked by feven of their barks, but received no 
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harm, which was owing to the timely afliftance of the 
reft of the Portug^jefe, who fet upon thefe Veflels,; 
and poured into them a volley of miffive weapons. 

This skirmifli being over,- Gama fet fail for an ifland 
four miles ^ diftant •, from thence he ftcered towards 
Quiloa, but contrary winds and tempdtuous weather, 
drove the (hips back again to that ifland they had 
touched at when they left Mozambique. Here an 
Arabian, with his H<t!e fon, came to the admiral, beg- 
ing him to take them aboard, and fet them aftiore at 
fome convenient port, whence he might go to Mecca, 
tiie place of his nativity. Gama having, upon en- 
quiry, found this perfon to be skilled ifi navigation, 
received him aboard very gladly, thinking by his aflift- 
ance, and that of the other pilot, he fliould be enabled 
to finiJh his courfe. Bcfides, there was another man 
who fcemed to be not unskilled in this art, whom Paul 
de Gama had carried ofF in the fcuffle at Mozambique* 
At this time, Gama had but three (hips; the fourth, 
whidi W4s the ftorefhip, theftock being quite exhauft- 
ed, by his orders had been burnt fome time ago. 
With thefe, as foon as the wind was favourable, he 
again fet fail for Quiloa, but could not make that port, 
which was owing to fome error in their courfe, of 
more probably to fome fraud in the Mozambique pilot, 
who advifcd them to make for Mombaze. This city, 
he.faid, was chiefly inhiabited by Chriftians -, nor was 
there any place more fit for the reception and cure of 
the fick. Gama was perfuadtd, or rather neceflTitated, 
to follow this advice, pardy owing to the want of pro- 
vifions, and partly to the indi^fitioii of his men 5 
• many of whom had been already cut oflf by various 
diftcmpers, and mpft of thofc who furvived were in a 
lingering fickly condition. 

The city of Mombaze is fituated iri a bay upon a 
high rock, and the fca almoft furrounding, makes it 
a peninfula. The harbour is defended by a fortrefs fur- 
niihed with all manner of warlike fbares, and defended 
by a ftrong garifon^ The foil of this place is very fer- 
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tile; it abounds in all kind of fruits and vegetables. 
Here are likewife great numbers of all forts of cattk, 
and plenty of excellent water. The climate is tem- 
perate, and the air health v. The inhabitants live with 
tafte and elegance. Their houfes are built after the 
European manner, and adorned with variety of fine 
paintings. Here Gama intended ro take a few days 
reft for the recovery of the fick, and to rcfrcQi all his 
men with the wholefome fruits of the place. 

Scarce had they anchored, when they cfpied a galley 
rowing towards the flag-(hip. In this galley there 
were about 100 Men in Turkilh habits, armed with 
fabres and bucklers : of thefe there were four, who> 
by their appearance, fecmed to be above the commoa 
rank. All of them ihewed an inclination to come 
aboard, but the admiral denied admitunce to any but 
thcle four; nor would he even permit theni, till they 
had put oflf their arms. When thefe pcrfons came 
aboard, they very much extolled Gama's prudence in 
not allowing armed ftrangers to come into the (hips. 
During their ftay, they were extremely affable in their 
behaviour, and by all poffible means, endeavoured to 
gain the affections of our people. They faid, their 
kmg had been informed of the arrival of the Ppr- 
tugucfe, and was defirous of entering into a friendfhip 
and alliance with them. The following day, de^>uties 
came from the king, in his name, to compliment Ga- 
ma, bringing along with them fuch provifions as were 
moft proper to refrefh the men after their fatigue^ 
Thefe men talked much in pralfc of their country; 
they faid, the foil was rich and fertile, and abounding 
with all the commodites to be found in India. Their 
king, they added, was well difpofcd towards our people, 
and willing to give the higheft marks of his friendlhip. 
They, therefore, <lefircd Gania 10 approach the city, 
and come to an anchorage in the harbor, that his ma- 
jefly might have an opportunity of treating with him 
more convenienily. He accordingly promifcd to com- 
ply with hi^ requcft, and sa an carneft of his perfor- 
mance 
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mancc' thereof, fcnt afhorc two of his exiles. The 
king received them with the utmoft joy and &tisfaftion, 
and ordered his domeftics to accompany them, 10 take 
a view of the beauty and fituation of his city. At 
their departure, he (hewed them fcveral forts of (pices, 
fuch as are ufually brought from India. Thefe he gava 
the txilts to (hew to Gama, which might be an induce- 
ment to make him traffic with a king who was fo 
amicably difpofed, rather than proceed further, and 
run the rifque of fo dangerous a voyage. 

The exiles, upon their return, related thefe things to 
the admiral, who being greatly overjoyed at fuch news, 
ordered the anchors to be weighed, and the (hips to 
ad vance towards the city. It happened, however, that 
his own (hip, being hurried on by the violence of the 
tide, was in danger of running a ground 5 he, there- 
fore, commanded her fails to be fUrled, and the an- 
chors dropt ; and that the fame . (hould iikewife be 
done by the other (hips. No fooner were thefe orders 
put in execution, than the Mozambique pilots threw 
themielves inro the fca, and fwam to fome boats a little 
way off. Being conicious of their treacherous de(ign, 
in fteering the (hips to Mombaze, they imagined their 
villainy had been difcovered, and that upon this ac- 
count the anchors were (b fuddenly dropt. Gama 
called aloud to thofe in the boats to fend back his pi- 
lots ; but they not regarding him, landed them fafe on 
the oppofite (hore : this not a little furprized him, con- 
fidcriog the pretended fricnd(hip of thefe people. The 
truth of the cafe was, that all had been di(nmulation. 
The king having got intelligence of what had paflcd at 
Mozambique, bad laid the fcheme of decoying the 
fhips into the harbour, that he might with more eale 
take or deflroy them. 

Gama, not only from his own conjedure, but'al(b 
from fome di(covcric:s of the Arabian pilot, and fcve- 
ral other circumftances, was now fenfible what dangers 
he had efcaped, and acknowledged the hand of Pro- 
vidence in this wonderful deliverance. The king find- 
ing 
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ing this icbeme defeated, fent in the dead of the night 
foi^e men in fmall veiTcIs to cut the anchor-cables of 
our (hips ; but this deHgn' was alfo fruilrated by the 
affiduity and vigilance of the admiral, otherwife we 
muft have been reduced to the greajteft extremity. 
Two days ziterw^rds, for fooner they could not g|Ct 
* dear of this bay, they hoifted their fails, and diicfted 
their cpijrfe to NJelinda. In their way thither, they 
fpok a Saracen ihip, out of which they detained 14 
Prifoners, and difmiffed the reft. One of thefe Gama 
perceived, by his mejn and behaviour, to be a perfon 
of diftindtioD. He accordingly entered into convcrfa- 
tipn wifh him, ^nd alked feveral queftions, to all which 
be received vqry fenfible fatisfadtory janfwers, and fome 
ufefujl inftruftions concerning this prefeat voyage. 
Tjjey arrived at Melinda on Eafter day. 

This city {tand$ in a beautiful plain, iurrounded 
ti^ith a variety of fine gardens : thefe are docked with 
^ forts of trees, elpccially the orange, thfe flowers of 
V^hich yield a xnoft grateful diffufivefmell. The country 
is rich and plentiful, abounding not only with tame and 
domeftic cattle, but with game of all kinds, which 
tbe^ natives hunt down, or take with nets. Their 
boufes are ftately and magniBccnt, being chiefly bulk 
of fquare iipncs. The natives are blacks, with fhort 
b^ir, and not unclegant in their drefs. Their reli^on 
is paganifm, and c;hey worfliip their images with great 
fi^perftition : they adorn their heads with turbants ; the 
reft of their body they- leave naked to the waift, and 
from thence to the tniddle of the leg are covered with 
filk. They are a people extremely fond of military 
g^ry '9 the arn>s they ufe are fabres, little bucklers^ 
ijpears, with l;)o\^s and arrows. 

The coafts about Melinda are full of (helves, and 
die feas thereabouts often very tcmpeftuous ; Gama, 
therefore, ancl^orcd at a good diftance from the city : 
befides, the dangers which he had fo narrowly efcaped 
from the people of Mombaze, made him greatly dr- 
itryft thofe of Meliqcl^^. The Saracen, whom he had 

taken 
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taken aboard, having perceived this, offered to go 
suid (bund the king's indinadon; ceiling him, acrhe 
fame lime, that there were in that port four ihips from 
India, the commanders of which were Chriftians ; who 
having already finifhed their bufmefs, would, in all pro- 
bability, foon fet out for India ; and that the company 
of foch could not but very much facUicate his voyage/ 
The admiral did not choofe to put much confidence in 
this Saracen -, yet, however, as the advice could be 
followed without danger, he refolved to put it to tryal, 
and accordingly ordered him to be landed on in ifland 
oppoTue to Melinda : he wa« carried from thence in a 
boat fent from the city. Upon his arrival, he was in- 
troduced CO (he king, whom he gave an account of 
the manners of our people, and made high encomiums 
ontheir civility and humane difpofition; adding, that 
they were very defirous of his majefty's friendfliip ; 
and that it would tend very much to his welfare and 
honour to enter iDto an alliance with men of fuch ex- 
traordinary merit. 

The king was an elderly man, of a mild and gentle 
temper ; he difp^tched a perlbn, in his name to falute 
Gama, and fent by way of prefent feveral (heep, and 
fruits of all forts. Our admiral, in his turn, was re- 
folved not to be outdone in friendly offices 5 and ac- 
cordingly returned thefe compliments with great civi- 
lity and generofuy. He ordered the fhips to be ad- 
vanced nearer to the.fhore, and invited the Indian Chri- 
ftians to come aboard. Thefe men feemed greatly 
tranfported with the fight of our people, and gave 
them feveral ufcful inftruftions, with regard to their 
voyage. 

The king was extremely defirous to yifit the Por- 
tuguefe (hips, but was unable to do ir, by reafon of his 
age and infirmities •, his fon, however, on whom he^^ 
had devolved the fupreme authority, came in great 
pomp, attended by feveral of his nobility. His drefs 
was magnificent and royall, and the galley in which he 
was rowed, refounded with the mufic of drums and 

trumpets. 
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trumpets. Gama, that he might receive him with 
more {late, went to meet him in a boar, which the 
king's fun had no fooner come up with, than at once he 
jumpid into it, and embraced Gama with as much 
familiatity as if he had been his inumate friend. Then 
they converled together with an agreeable freedom. 
During the whole convcrfation, this prince Ihewed no- 
thing of the rude uncivilized barbarian ; on the con- 
trary, he gave the higheft marks of his politencfs and 
good frnfe. He Teemed to look at the admiral with 
admiradon, examined the form of the fhips very at- 
tentively, and on every occalion exprelTcd the utmoft 
r^ard tor our people. Gama made him a prefent of alt 
the Saracen priibners, which hcaccounied as a very con- 
fidrrable piece of kindnefs. He earneflly requcfted 
Gama to pay a vifit to his father, who, he laid, offer- 
ed to leave both hb Tons as a pledge of his fafe return. 
Upon Gama's refufal, he begged him at leaft to allow 
two ''f his men to go athore, which was granted. 
Next day, the admiral took boat, and went nearer to 
the city, to take a view of its beautiful (ituaiion. Here 
the princt rcvifited him, and behaved with the fame 
friend (hip and good manners. He furnifhed the ad- 
miral with an able ptior, and obt^ned a promife from 
him, that upon his return to Portugal he would take 
Melinda in tiis way i for he faid he was extremely de- 
firous to fend an ambaflador to his Portuguefe majefty, 
and enter into an alliance with fo great a monarch. 

On the 22d of April, they fet fall from this place. 
The pilot at fiift fleered towards the north, fo that in 
a few days they paffed the Line, and with plealure be- 
held again the great and little Bear, Orion, and the 
other ftars about the northern pole. Then they flood 
", and paffed over a very broad ocean. On 
if March, they thought they faw fome high 
the weather being hazy, they could not di- 
it exaftly. However, two days afterwards, 
having fpied the mountains of Calicut, run 
na, and gave him the joyful tidings. This 
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news not a licde tranfported the admiral ; he returned 
thanks to heaven, and fhewed the greateft marks of 
extacy and joy ; nor would he allow any who were 
aboard to be in forrow upon fuch an occafion ; for he 
unfettered all his prifoncrs, and fet them at liberty. 
The whole company now thought the happy time was 
come> when they fhould tiifte the fwects of all their 
labour and fatigue. - 

The lame day, the (hips came to anchor two miles 
from Calicut ; they were foon furrounded with num- 
bers of Indian canoes : rhofe who were aboard, asked 
many queftions, and in their turn anfwtrred as many. 
Gama enquired of them by inrerpreters, in what place 
their king refided. He f.nt one of the exijes into the 
city, who had (carce fet his fcot on (hore« when vafl: 
crouds came round him ; all prcfllng to ice a man of 
an appearance and drcfs fo (Irange, and all inquifitive 
to know whence he came, what he wanted, and by 
what fortune he had been brought into thele parts; 
but he underflood nothing of their language, nor they 
of his. He was carried off his feet by the throng, 
and borne here and there, as if it were by the waves of 
the fea, till at lafl he light on two merchants from the 
city of Tunis in Africa, Thcfc were not a little 
aftonifhed when they faw him ; by his dre(s they took 
him to be a Spaniard : accordingly one of them, who(e 
pame was Mon2:aida, accofted him in Spani(b, asking 
of what part pf ch^t kingdom . he was. Monzaida, 
having received for anfwer> that he was a Portuguefe, 
invited him tq his hpufe, and treated him with the 
higheil.kindneis. f^e informed him, chat he had for- 
merly dealt confiderably with the Portuguefe, having 
been the chief pe]:fbn in contracting for, and providing 
the warlike (lores, for which king Ferdinand had fent 
to Tunis. He defjred of the exile to introduce him 
to the admiral; accordingly they fet out for the (hips. 

Monzaida, when he came aboard, accofted Gama 
in the Spanilh language, who gave him a moft hearty 
welcome, and a kind reception. They held a long con- 

verfation 
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ver(ation together, wherein he let Gaaia into the know- 
ledge of many ufeful particulars. And whatever qucf*- 
tions were asked him, he anfwered them in fuch a 
manner as (hewed he was a man of great underftand- 
ing, and far from being a fuperficial enquirer into things. 
He told our people, that he ^ould be ready to do 
them all the friendly offices jn his power. Moreover, 
he faid, that their arrival would be very grateful ta 
the king of Calicut, becaufe he was always pleafed 
with the commerce of different nations. For though 
his dominions were veiiy extenfive, and not a kw 
princes tributary to him, yet his revenues chiefly arofe 
from the duties on merchandize. The following day, 
Gama fent two of his officers with Monzaida, to wait 
Upon the king, who then refided at Pandartne, three 
miles from Calicut. Thefc men being admitted to his 
prefence, told him, That the king of Portugal being 
filled with admiration at the fame and dignity of his 
name, had fent thither one of his admirals, who would 
be extremely glad to. have the honour of waiting on 
his majefty^ and, in the name of his matter, to enier 
into a league of friendlhip with fo great a prince. The 
king made anfwer. That the arrival of the Poituguefe 
ladmiral gave him inexpreffible pleafure, and he would 
with chearfulnefs embrace the opportunity of making 
fuch an alliance. For this purpofe he would, a:s foon 
as poffible, have an interview with Gaitia ; whom, in 
the mean time, he advifed to bring the (hips nearer to 
Pandarene, fince the harbour where they lay at prefent 
.was exceffively dangerous, becaufe of the frequent tem- 
pefts at that time of the year; and accordingly he fent 
one to pilot the (hips into a more convenient place. 

Some days afterwards, orte of thbfe magiftrates 
whom they call catuals, was fefti by the king to wait 
upon Gama, and conduct hnti to his palace. The ad- 
miral, in the mean time, gave the command of the 
fhips to his brother Paul ; to whom, as well as to Ni- 
cholas Coclo, he left orders, that if he happened to 
meet with any misfortune . when afhore, they fhould 

. give 



tibdki. the PORTUGUESE, &c. 63 

give themfclves no concern atout his fafcty, but fail 
direftly homewards, to give an acconnt of their nc^ 
navigation -, Snce it would be highly unrcafonabte, 
that by making a fruVtlefs attempt to fave him, they 
fliould run the rifque of being all deftroyed, and thus 
lojfe the fruits of iuch vaft fatigue. He faid, that in 
order to accomplifh the purpolc for which he was fent 
intb thefe parts, he could not avoid having an inter- 
view with the king of Calicut; nor did he make the 
leaft ftrof^e of facrificing his life for the fervicc of hts 
king and country. He took only it of his men to 
attend Imn, being refolved to leave as many hands 
a&)ard as pofiible, in cafe of any neceffity. 

"When Gama came afliore, he was conduced into 
a fedan chair, by order of the catual, who was car- 
ried in another juft by him, whilft all the reft of 
the company walked. They were furrbunded with 
great numbers of the nobles, who are called naires. 
Having reached the town, there they dined, then 
went aboard fome canoes, and faired down the river 
to a place where numbers of men with fedans waited 
for them. 

Thence the catual led them into a very fine temple, 
which Gama, having heard thefe were a great many 
chriftians in that country, conjeftured to be a chri- 
flian church. The magniflcencQ and grandeur of the 
building, with fome other particulars very much con- 
firmed him in this opinion. At the entrance, they 
were met by four men naked from tne head to the waift, 
and from thence to the knees dad in fiik. . Each of 
them had three ftrings comitig over the right fliould^r, 
and tied under the left arm. They feeixied to fprinkfe 
holy water, and held out to every ohfe the duft of 
fome wood of a fine fcent, with which they made, 
or feerhed to riiake crofles^ on their foreheads. Thfc 
waHs of the temple were adorned with curiOus paint- 
ings. In the middre thfere Was a little round chapel, 
afcending by fome flips, "the door wars made of brafs, 
jbdt very ftnall. Within this chapel, on the wall op- 

pofite 
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pofite to the entrance, there ftood an image, but the 
form of it could not be viewed diftinftly, becaqfe 
of the gjoominefs of the place. Our people were 
not admitted here, nor indeed was this hbeny given 
to any but the priefts. The four pcrfons whom we 
have already mentioned, went up to the image, and 
pointing to it with their fingers, called aloud Mary! 
Mary! Then the catual, withali his attendanis^proftraced 
themfelves on the ground, and raifed their hands in 
a fuppliant pofture, and when they rofe up, ft ill 
feemed to offer up fupplications. Our people ima- 
;ining they invoked the affiftance of the Virgip Mary, 
[ikewile joined in putting up prayers to God, . and af- 
ter the manner of their couniry adored the blefTed 
mother of our Saviour. 

Having left this temple, they entered another of 
equal magnificence, then walked in procefllon towards 
the palace. In their way thither, the ftreets and ave- 
nues were fo crouded with all forts of people, who 
came out of curiofity to fee Gama and his attendants, 
that they could not have reached the palace, had k 
not been for the nobles, who cleared the way with their 
drawn fwords. At the entrance to the palace, they 
were met by feveral of jhe grandees belorging to the 
court, whom they call caimaes. When they had 
come to that part where the king waited to give them 
audience, an elderly man in a filken garment reaching 
from his Ihoulders to his heels, came forth to receive 
them, and embraced Gama in the moft friendly 
manner. This venerable perfon was mafter of the 
Brameinsand of great authority with the king. The 
reft of the company were fiift rtiewn into a hall, then 
he followed with Gama. This hall was magnificent 
and fpacious, with feveral rows of feats moft ingeni* 
oufly contrived, rifing above each other, after the man- 
ner of an amphitheatre. The floor was covered with 
rich c:?rpet$, and the walls hung with fiik tapeftry cu- 
rioufly interwoven with gold. The king lay reclined 
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f)n a o^agnHicent fofa ^ he wjis drdfed m ^ filken 
garment faftened with golden clafps, and he had a 
picre on his he^d, ^prned wit|^ jeyirels ^ his fingers 
fparkled with rings fet with precious ftones. His 
outward perfon w^ graceful, and his whole deport* 
4nent truely noble^and majeftick. 

Gama, in (he Portugefe manner, did obeiianceto his 
jn^ajcfty, who reccjiyed hyn very gr^cioufly, placed 
iiim in a feat Juft by him, and ordered his attendants 
irkewife to fit down. After our people had fq^e re* 
^efiunent^ the king then defir^ G^ma to lee him know 
fhc particijSacs of his ^mbaffy; who replied, that by the 
<uftom of his country^ he could not communicate his 
inftruftions in a public aQembly : But if his majefty, 
Ofirith a few of his miniftecs of lilatc;^ would give him 
^ private audience, then he woifld lay c^en the whole 
of his eoow^iffion. The king accordingly complied 
with this requeft, and ordered Gama to be conduced 
into a private chamber, and im^ncdiately followed 
^im, together with the mafter <i the f>ramins, and 
fome of the nobiHty. Here Gama made a fpeech, 
ike fubftance of ii^hich was, * That JBmmannel, f 

* prince of vaft dignity, of an afpiring foul, and 
'^ great cur iofity, having beard n^gch of India, par- 
V* ticularly of the empire of Olicut, was ftruck with 
^ admiranon at the ingenuity of the people, as well 
^ as the dignity and grandeur ^f their fovereign, and 

* extremely folicitous toenter into a league of friendfbip 
^ with (b renowned a monarch. For this purpofe, 
^ Gama faid he had been fent into thefe parts ; nor 
•f did he doubt but iuch a league would greatly tend 
^ to the mutual advantage of both princes * And, in 
order to confirm the truth of what he advanced, he 
laid he had brought letters from Emo^anuel for that 
jpurpefe. The king, in few words, replied, that fuch 
an alliance would he extremely agreeable, and he 
would be ready to do qi^ery thing that could fhcw 
in whaticftcern he hdd the friei\d(hip of Emmanuel^ 
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Having made this reply, he ordered the catuai tct 
lead Gama to-a proper apartment, where he might re- 
fide during his ftay; the reft of the Pqrtugucfc, wha 
accompanied him wei'e a,\i6 provided for with the 
Kke civility. But before we relate what happened af- 
terwards, it may not be improper to give fome account 
of the Htuation of the kingdom, together with the 
planners' and cuftoms of its inhabitants, 
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BY the Eaft Indies is vulgarly meant all thofe coun- 
tries reaching from the Arabian fea to China ; 
bur, to fpeak with propriety, India is that fpace of 
land bounded by the Perfian territories on the weft, 
and the Chinefe on the eaft ; on the north by the 
mountain Imau5, and waftied on the fouth by the 
Indian ocean. It has been confidcred by fomc as di- 
vided into two parts, one of which reaches from the 
weftern boundaries to the Ganges, the other lies beyond 
that river, and extends as far as the confines of China; 
Others have confined India to a more narrow compafs, 
thinking that was only to be fo called which lies bcr 
twecn the rivers Indus and Ganges, and is by the in- 
habitants called Indoftan. Both of ihefc rivers take 
their rife from the mountain Imaus, and both take 
their courfe to thjc fouth, the Indus on the weftern, 
and the Ganges on the eaftern fide of India. They 
fall down from the rocks with great rapidity, and 
take a winding courfe through the country, and fe- 
veral rivers running into theni, are at laft increafed 
to fuch a degree, that when they approach the fea 
their channel is fo deep, that they carry (hips of the 
greateft burthen : the mouths of thefc rivers makes 
two very large bays, from whence the land nir\s out 
• to the fouth as far as cape Cprnqrin, which is fix hun- 
dred miles from the mouth of the river Indus: the 
breadth of this trad of land betwixt the mouths pf 
thefe two rivers is four hundred miles : the cape, 
or the extremity of the promontory is feven degrees, 
north lauiude. 

The eaftern and weftern coafts were peopled by 
itiany different nations. Thofe called the M^labars, 
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at that time inhabited greateft part of the weft. The 
country was divided into feveral kingdotns, governed 
by many petty princes, all of whom were fubjedk and 
tributary to the emperor or zamorin of Calicut. 
His wealth, however, djd not arife from his extent of 
power, but from the commerce and trade carried on 
in his dominions. Calicut, which is on the coaft of 
Malabar^ was then the moft celebrated mart in India. 
The country abounded in all forts of merchandize, paf t« 
]y lis own produdtion, and panly imported from other 
piaqes. The people are pagans in their religion, and 
great bigots in their way. They have a valt number 
of temples, and hold their priefts or Bramins in the 
greateft efteem, giving them implicit faith, in divine 
as well as human aflfairs : all their kings are obliged to 
\)C inftrv&ed in the myfteries of ihefe men, whofe per- 
ilbns are accounted facred, and even in time of war 
diey have a free and fafe communication amongft aU 
parries*, for it would be deemed the greateft impiety 
to offer them any violence. Thefe bramins wear each 
6f them three ftrings, reaching from their right (boul- 
der to the left fide ; by this they fignify that there ar^ 
three perfons in the deity. They believe that God 
came upon earth, m the form of a man, to redeem 
the human race from evcrlafting deftrudion. Thefc 
truths they very probably received from (bme Chiiftians, 
who travelled into India. They ftudy mathematicks 
sind philofophy. Their religion is often nothing but 
the vileft diQimulaiion, being under the difguife of 
afFeded piety, oftentimes guilty of the moil fraudu- 
lent tricks in all fcenes of life. The reft of the people 
receive their religious principles from thcfe priefts, and 
are great obfcrvers of omens and p1-odigies. The 
twenty fecond of Oftober is kept as a grand feftival 
^mongft them ; on that day the boys march out armed 
>vith bows, and, in play, difcharge light arrows at 
each other. In like manner, thofe of a more ad- 
vanced age throw weapons at one another, fo that 
many arc fpgrievpufly hurt as to die of their wounds; 
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and fuch a death is efteemed full of glory and honour : 
for they have a notion that thofe who are taken off iA' 
this taannerj are removed to heaven, to live amongflr 
the gods. There are many other anniverfary holy- 
days, in which fome always, by way of piety, facri- 
fice their lives amidft a vaft croud of fpeftators. Their 
year begins in the month of September, but on no fixed 
day: they firft confult the aftrologers and augura 
what hour is mod happy and aufpiciouQ, from thencje 
they date the beginning of their new-year. The youths 
on that day they enter into their fixteenth year, are 
blindfolded and led by their companions into fome 
temple, where the ^ images of their gods are placed. 
When they come thither, their eyes are uncovered, 
and if they happen to fix them diredlly on the image 
of that god whom they particularly wdrfhip^ thch 
they are confident this year will be happy and prof- 
peroUs. 

The nobility are debarred from marriage, left when 
embarraffed with family-concierns, ihey (hould be more 
remifs in warlike exploits. However, they are allowed 
to keep a miftrefs, nay fcveral, provided they be of 
equal- rank with themfclves : for it is unlawful for 
them to lye with any other than a woman of quality. 
In like manner, the ladles may have as many gallants^ 
as they pleafe, with the fame reftridion; noi" is] there 
any appearance ofjealoufy a'mongft them, but every 
one gives place to her fucceflive rival, without envy 
or ill-nature. If a nobleman lies with a woman of 
low birth, he h cut to pieces by the reft of the no- 
bles. In like manner the women of nobility %e pu- 
ni(hed,«if rhey happen to tranfgrefs this law. The 
ilbbles never fix upon their (bns as their heirs, becau& 
it is Uncertain who may have been their fathers ; bilt 
they adopt their fitters fons, who are edUcited at thfc 
king's expencCj and inured to all the hardy exercifes 
land dangers of war. They go ilaked as far as the 
waift, being doathed frofn thchce to the ittiddle of 
their legs. They are not per tnitted to ufe their arma 
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in the field of battle, till the king, to whom they arc 
fubjeft, has diftinguilhed them with military honours. 
There are proper mafters appointed to inftruft them 
early in the difcipline of war, and thefc perfons they 
honour and obey with the utmoft deference. They 
are extremely expert in the ufe of arms, and jfhew a for^ 
prifing nimblenefs and dexterity in all their cxercifes. 
They carry pride to the higheft degree ; infomiKh that 
if an ignoble perfon fhould happen to touch them, 
they think their blood and nobility is thereby polluted, 
and that it can be purified in no other way but by 
the death of the unhappy commoner, for thiS reafon, 
the common people when they walk along, are obliged 
to call aloud, that the nobility, if near, may hear 
them, and give orders, that they fliould keep out of 
the way, and thus avoid fo dangerous a meeting. No- 
bility there cannot be forfeited or even tarniftied by 
the foulcft crime, nor can a perfon of mean birth be- 
come great or noble by the moft illuftious aftions ; but 
all mull remain in the fame rank as their forefathers 
have done. 

The lower clafs of people may intermarry, pro 
vided it be with thofe of the fame profefljon or calling ^ 
thus the fon of a taylor is not allowed to marry the 
daughter of a ihoemaker, nor is it lawful for a ma» 
to follow any other bufincfs than that by which his 
father has got his living. This has been an antient 
cuftom, and is kept up with the utmoft ftridnefs. 
There are certain private affocialions amongft them, 
by which they bind themfelves in the moft facred man- 
ner, that if any one concerned therein fhould be mur- 
dered, the reft will facrifice their lives in revenging 
his death. Hence it happens, not only when a king, 
but alfo when a private perfon is cut off, that his fur- 
viving friends are aftuated by fuch fury and refentment, 
that they will not ftick at the moft bloody deed to a- 
venge his falK In writing they ufe no paper, but with 
a ftyle or pen, write upon the leaves of certain trees, 
not palms, tho* called fo bccaufe of ihe^reat refem^ 
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Wance they :bear jto them. Iij this manner all their 
i>ublick tranfaaions and memorable events ate record- 
e<il, thefe leaves, being cut of an equal length, and 
holes bored thco* their extretneties, and tyed up com- 
padly betwixt tw,o pieces of polifhcd wood. And as 
often as there is occafion to perufe thefe records, they 
undo the knots, and tie them up again with the utmoft 
carefulnefs. A great deal more might 'be faid con*^ 
cerning their manners and cuiloms, which I fhall at 
prefent omit^ in order to haften to what comes more 
immediately under my defign. 

Calicut is fiiuated in the middle oF the Malabar 
toaft, at a litde diftance from the iea« The harbour is 
not quite clofe to the city. The town itfelf is large 
and fpacious, which arifes not only from the number 
of inhabitants, but alfo from the nature of their build- 
ings, which are not crouded together as in many othtt 
cities^ but detached from each other, and furrounded 
Vrith delightful gardens, fo that they take in a con-* 
fiderable ^acc of ground. The houfes, however, arc 
but poor and m<an, nor are they allowed to be other- 
ways by the laws of the country : This pitiful appear* 
ftDce of all the other buildings makes that <^ the 
royal palace fhinewith more luftre, which is very m^- 
niBccnt, and the only one built of ftone« The foil is 
extremely fertile^ and abounds in all the conveniencies 
as well as necelTaries of life. This was the date Of 
Oilicut at the arrival of the Portuguefe. Gama, aftef 
having had three days reil^ Was again introduced to 
the zamorin by the catual, when he prefented to his 
majefty the letter and prefents he had brought him from 
Emmanuel. The king received the letter with great 
politenefs, but fcemed to look uppn the prefents with 
an air of contenipt. Gama faid, he ought not to be 
furprized, that they were fo little fuitable to his dig- 
nity, fince Emmanuel could not forefee that their na- 
vigation would be fo fuccefsful. Befides^ he added 
that he Could bring no gift more valuable and ho- 
nourable than the friend (hip of his mafter, nor none 

F 4 more 
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more ^vantagious, fince his Calicutian Aiajefty would 
reap confiderable benefits from fettling a commerce witk 
the Portuguefe, who would every year fend into h» 
dominions (hips loaded with the richell cargoes. 
Gama being informed by Monzaida» that! the Saracens 
or Arabians were his inveterate enemies, abd wem 
plotting the Deftru£kion of our people, he therefore enf- 
created the king, not to connnunicate the contents of 
Emmanuel's letter to thefe men, nor make ufe of 
them as interpreters. The king accordingly had it 
explained to him by Monzaidaf^ then took leave of 
Gama for that time^ having recommended to him 
with great friendfliip, to be upon his guard againft 
Che mifchtevous defigns of the Arabians. The adrni* 
ral returned him thanks for his kindne6, and departed 
H^ith a refolmionr as ibon as^ poflible to repair ta the 
fhips. The Arabs, in the mean while, were holding 
private conferences, and concerting meafui^s fer the 
^eftruftion of our people. They went to the king's 
minifters, and all chofe who had any infiuence with 
hi^ majefty, courting them with bribes, and impor* 
tuning them with prayers and intreaties to ufe all their 
intereft with the zamorin, that he might not give any 
cncouragemenc tafuch a perfidious fet of men. Gama, 
they faid, was a cruel bloody minded pyrate, having 
ihewn himfelf to be &€h by his> outrageous behaviour 
in all thofe parts he had already touched at ; that he 
had come to Calicut with the £ime intentions, and 
his pretence of fettling a treaty of commerce, was only 
a fcfeen to his wicked purpofes, in order to lull theih 
into a ftate of fecurity, that he might thereby be 
more enabled to carry on his hoftile intentions ; They 
hoped therefore fome pains would be taken to remove 
this danger $ like a fire it ought at the beginning to 
be extinguilhed, lefty if allowed to fpread, it might 
confumc the whole kingdom, Thefe, md foch other 
infinuations, the Arabian merchants endeavoured to 
propagate with the utmoft iitduftry, and ufed all thcfr 
efforts to ruin the affairs of our people i In tUs they 

were 
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ii9cre aftuated partly by the hatred they bore to the 
diriftian name, partly by the apprehenfions they lay 
tinder, left if the Poituguefe once got a footing in the 
tountry, they themfelves might be wormed out, or 
it leaft their profits gfeatly diniiniffied. By their bri- 
bery they fo far won upon the afiedtions of the catual, 
that he did all that malice and calumny could invenc 
to prqudice our people. The king being of a fickle 
tod inconftant difpofition, wai uncertain what to do, 
his mmd ifnclining ibtnetimes one way and fometime» 
another ; for if he fhould cdt off Gama and his at- 
tendants, or, in order to gradfy the Arabs in fome de- 
gree, (hould throw them into prifon, he then feared he 
might be accufed of perfidy towards thofe whom he 
had taken under his proteftion. On the other hand!, 
}f he let them depart in fafety, he was afraid he might 
lofe the affedions of the Arabians, who contributed 
greatly to the increafc of his revenues. The Arabs 
omitted nothing which might enable them to carry 
their purpofes ; they went in a body to t^e king's 
palace, where one of them, noted for his afiurance and 
(kill iti oratory, fpoke to the king in the following 
Words : * Moft reftowned prince, we have ever been 
fuch dutiful and ufeful fubjefts in your ftate, that 
metliinks, we have a particular claim to your friend- 
(hip and proteftion. The increafe of your reve- 
nues from our trade, is apparently fo confiderable, 
that we ffaall but juft mention it. Afk the commif- 
fioners of your cuftoms ; exanline your p\)blic ac- 
counts 5 thefc ^iil inform you whether the Saracens 
have been unprofitable members of the community. 
We ourfelve^ have always had a particular attach- 
ment to this (Country, ^ well as our anceftors, who 
regarded it as their native foil, and were ever du- 
tiful and loyal to the kings of Calicut. We hope 
then your majefty will not allow this agreeable har- 
mony, this ancient friendfhip, to be difiblved by a 
iet of abandoned wretches lately arrived in thefe 
parts. But perhaps you may not conceive fo bad 
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an opinion of the(e men as we do ; nor is this to be 
wonder*d atj fince a mind truly great and princely^ 
being confcious of its own candour, i$ apt to .enter<^ 
tain generous fcntiments of others ; and will not 
without difficulty give credit to accufations brought 
againft the mod abandoned. Befides, you have had 
no occafions of being acquainted with the nature of 
thefe men ; but we have known numberlefs inftances 
of their perfidy and villainy. They have deftroyed 
nations, they have ravaged countries ; and all this 
without the ieaft provocation, merely to footh theii* 
ambition, and gratify their luft of power. Can you 
then fuppofe that men of fuch a damp would cotM 
from regions fo remote, and encounter fuch horrid 
dangers, only to fetde a commerce with your peo* 
pie ? No, it is incredible. They arc either Pyrates^ 
who want to abufe your lenity, and turn it to the 
public detriment, or they are fent by their ambitioys 
prince not to make a league of friendihip, but a$ 
fpies to examine the fituatlon of the city. Have qot 
the Portuguefe by fuch artifices made themfelves 
mafters of mod of the towns in Africa ? Have they 
not in like manner fcized on the greateft part of 
Ethiopia ? Is it not evident too, what mifchief thefe 
py rates have already done ? They have fallen uport 
Mogambique with their hoftile arms ; they l^Me 
made great flaughter and havock atMombaze ; the^ 
have likcwife taken fcveral Ihips, with many pri^ 
foners. And if, with fo fmall a force they dare (how 
the ferocity of their difpofition, what will ihey «ot 
perpetrate, whert they have a greater ftrength. If 
you have then any regard for the welfare of your 
kingdom, deftroy thefe pernicious wretches ^ that^ 
if pyrates, they may fuflrer the punifhmcnt due to 
their crimes ; or, if the wicked inftruments of ambi- 
tion, that the deflrudion of tbofe you have in your 
power may put an end to this dangerous navigation^ 
and prevent the reft of the Portuguefe fropi cornitig 
into thefe pares. An evil in its firH growth is eafily 
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crufhed, but if permitted to gain flrength, will not 
be overcome without the greateft difRculty. Now 
therefore is the time. Put a (top to their career; 
check their lawlefs ambition, and provide for the 
fecurity of your kingdom. As there is nothing more 
hurtful to a nation than an excefs of credulity, fo 
there is nothing more falutary that a wife forefight 
and moderate caution to ward off dangers. They 
come here under a pretext of carrying on trade, 
whereas the goods they have brought are fo poor 
and inconfiderable that ihey evidently difcover their 
wretched condition : How then can we expeft they 
will enrich our country, who are themfelves fo needy 
and indigent ? What (ball I fay in regard to thofc 
prefents brought your majefty in the name of tjieir 
Ibvereign? I know not whether they ought to move 
our laughter, or raifeour indignation. Did their 
king, whom they fo much extol, imagine he had 
to do with fome petty Ethiopian prince, whofe po- 
verty and folly would make him an eafy prey ? Shall 
they with impunity thus ridicule your facred ma- 
jefty, endeavour to impofe on your good nature, 
and a6i: as if they imagined you deftitute of reafoti 
and common fenfe ? But perhaps it may be faid, 
that thcfe are groundlefs afpcrfions, proceeding from 
the hatred which the Arabians bear to the Chriftians. 
I own we have an utter averfion to a people who have 
always been our implacable enemies. But though 
our intereft may. be fomewhat afFcfted in the pre- 
fent cafe, yet I think I may venture to fay, your all 
is at ftake. As for us, if you enter into a league^ 
with thefe chriftians, we can remove into other coun- 
tries, where we ftiall meet with a kinder reception, 
and fettle more advantagioufly. And it will not 
a little recommend us to the favour of other princes, 
when it (hall be known, that you have preferred 
ftrangers to friends, foreigners to your own fubjedts, 
and men of fufpicious charaders to thofe of ap- 
proved fidelity. Wherever we go wc fhall be enabled 
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* to c^rry on our <rade with equal gain and advan- 

* tagr; but as for you, if you do not immediately 

* exert yourfcjf with fpirit, 1 am afraid, which heaven 

* avert, that iti a few yeal's not only your crown, but 

* your hfe, will be in the greateft jeopardy from a pea* 
^ pie fo covetous^ fo ambitious, and fo warlike." 

By this and fuch like fpeeches^ the Arabians endea* 
voured to inflame the king againfl: oui- people. Ga- 
ma having perceived that many malicious fchem'es were 
forming againfl: his life, and at the fame time being 
fenfible of the mifchievous defigns of the treacheroui 
catua), he thought there was no time to be delayed, 
and accordingly, before day- break, fet out for Panda- 
rene, with all pofiiblfe hafte, left he might be ob- 
firudted by the catual. At his departure from tht 
fiiips he had left orders, that there fliould be Ibmd 
toats always near at hand^ to favour his cfcape, in caft 
t)f any danger from the Arabians. Thefe men, in rhc 
mean tittie, were purfuing their malicious purpofes wicR 
great earneftnefs. They provided arm^f^ afid endea- 
voured to raife a general tuiflult againfl: our people. 
They had even an intention to afiaflinate Gama and 
his attendants. And when they found he was gone 
ofF, importuned the king to fend after hiiii to bring 
him back by force. The catual being difpatched for 
thit purpofe, went for Pandareiie with the utmoft ex- 
pcdition : and having overtook Gama detained hirii 
by force : HoweVer, he fl:ill pretended great friend- 
fliip, tellihg the admiNl he Would ufe his intereft with 
the king, that his majefl:y might graht oiir people 
whatever they defircd -, but that Gima, in the fir ft 
place, muft fully fatisfy him in regard to fome alber- 
lions thrown upon the Portuguefe, aiid, at the wme 
time, fairly to declare their defign in coming upon tlielc 
coafts. Bcfidcs, he dcfired him to bring his ftiips hearer 
.to the land, ahd deliver up the fails and fuddfers, which 
^ould be as pledges of his fidelity. But Gama re- 
plied, he would forfeit his life foonef tharl cottiply 
with this requeft* He fciit Ictterv^ ttt his brotter, 
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lyherein be cojoined him, as he h»d done before, thac 
. if ic was hrs face to be detained by (his treacherous 
people, he Ihould fct fail for Portugal, to inform the 
king of this new navigation. As for his part, he was 
free from any anxiety about his own life, but extreme- - 
ly uneafy left the fruits of a!l their fatigue (hould be 
loft. He behaved towards the catual with uncommon 
fpirir, and with great dexterity fruftrated all his ftra-? 
tagems. Twp days were fpenc in fruitlcfs altercations. 
At laft it was agreed, that the gocds in the Portuguefe 
(hips (hould be landed, with fome men to look after 
ihem. As foon as this was done, Gama was allowed 
to go fo the fleet. Thence he wrote a letter to the 
king, wherein he complained of the catuaPs treachery, 
telling him, that the perfidy of this man was the oc- 
cafion of his abrupt departure. The zamorin anfwered, 
that be would enquire into the condudt of this officer, 
and if h^ found him to have been guilty of any thing 
bafe or dilhonour^ble, he would punifh him in the \ 
fevereft manner. At the fame time, he advifed Gama 
to lend his goods to Calicut, where they might be fold 
to great advantage. The admiral, accordingly, fol« 
lowed his advice, and all the Portuguefe merchandize 
were conveyed to that city, at the king's expence. 

In the mean while, Gama moved his fhips neater to 
the ciiy, and fent thither every day two or three dif- 
ferent perlbn$, that as many of his men as poflibie, 
might take a view of the country, and make obferva- 
tions on the genius and temper of its inhabitants. He 
took all poflible methods to promote amity and peace. 
He lent another letter to the zamorin, - defirihg, in 
order to eftablifb a lafting friendfbip, that he might be 
permitted to leave a perfon at Calicut to tranfadt the 
affurs of bis Portugueie majefty. The zamorin, how* 
eVer, either fufpedlng fome deep defign in leaving fuch 
a peribn, or perhaps imagining Gama wanted to moire 
off, without paying the duries of his merchandize^ re- 
turned a very furly anfwer to this letter. Upon this^ 
the admiral rpfolycd lo breal^ o|F 4II nianner of cor- 
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refpondcncc with a man of fo fickle and inconftant a 
difpofition. The king being incenfcd ac this contemp- 
tuous treatment, ordered all the goods to be feized, 
and twoof the Portuguefe to be thrown into prifon ; and 
notwithftanding he was prcffcd in the molt flrenuous 
manner to return them, he ttill perfifted in his injuftice. 
Gama irritated by this ufage, refolved to makerepri- 
zals, andaffert his right by force. Accordingly, he 
attacked the firft ihip he faw coming into the harbour, 
and took from thence fix naires or noblemen, with 
nineteen of their fcrvants ; thefe he made captives, and 
put into clofe confinement, but difmifed the reft of 
the crew. Then he ordered the (hips to let fail; in 
fuch a manner, however, that they fhould not move 
far from the fhore, for he thought this would alarm 
the people of Calicut ; and that the king, in order to 
recover his fubjeds, would immediately rcftore the Por- 
tuguefe, together with the goods he had taken. It 
fucceeded according to his wifhes. No fooner were the 
ihips under fail, but the king fent a difpatch to Gama, 
to let him know he was greatly furprifed why he con- 
fined ihofe noblemen who had never given him the 
leaft offence. As for the two Portuguefe, he faid he 
only detained them till he (hould write letters, which 
he intended to fend by them to his brother king 
Emmanuel ; and promifed, upon his honour, that he 
wodd fet them at liberty, and at the fame time, make 
^ reftitution of the goods. Gama being induced by 
this promife, ftood again towards the city with his 
Ihips. The day following, the two Portuguefe came 
with letters they had received for the king of Portu- 
gal. There was likewife another perfon to inform 
Gama, that he might leave a perfori to manage Em- 
manuel's aflairs, and that every thing fhould be fettled 
in an advantageous manner for the Portuguefe. As 
for the goods, his majefly had not thought proper to 
fend them back i becaufe, if a perfon was to be left at 
Calicut, fuch a qne might ftU them to very great ad- 
vantage. Gama made anfwcr^ That he had altered his 

rcfolution 



liook ir. the PORTUGUESE, &c. 79 

rcfolution as to that refpeft ; and, therefore, if the za- 
morin of Calicut wanted ta have his fubjefts reftorcd, 
he mvift itnmediacely fend back the goods. 

The following day,Monzaida catne aboard, m great 
perturbation. The Saracens, he faid, had raifed vaft 
Comnmotions, and by various calumnies enraged the 
king againft our people ; moreover, that he himfeif, 
upon account of the friendfhip he had fliewn to Gama, 
afid the reff of the Porruguefc, had been brought info 
the utmoft danger, and by the greateft providence had 
efcaped in fafety ; that whilft he remained at Calicut, 
he could not be fure of his Hfe : therefore he e:arneft- 
iy requefted to be carried into Portugal. As to hisf 
cffefls, he faid he was indifferent about ihem, his only 
care was to preferve his life. Gama accordingly took this 
inan under his prote<5liort, and behaved to him in the 
moft friendly rtanner. The fame day feven boats came 
loaded with the goods. But the admiral was more de- 
firous of carrying the prifoners to Portugal than re- 
ceiving the gobds- : he tofd thofc who brought them, 
that he had hitherto been deluded by fo many tricks, 
that he now looked upon the whole people to be void 
of faith and* honour ; that all the goods which had 
Jjeen earried to' Calicut were not returned, but he had 
pow no ttme to enquire into the particulars wanting j 
nor would he give up the prifoners, but carry them in- 
to Portiigal, attd rriake ufe of them as teftimonics to 
conviiice Emmatiuel what infults his admiral and am- 
bafladorhad fuflFered from the zamorin of Calicut, at 
the inftigation of the Arabian merchants. Then he 
df dcrcd his guns to be frred, that he might ftrike a 
teiTOf itito thefe people, and make them betake them- 
fclV'es to flight. The king boiled with indignation' at 
this behavibilir, but was not then in a condition to Ihew 
hi^ refentment, ill his Ihips ^t that feafon of the year 
being laid up in the dbcks. The wiiid, however, not 
proving fair, Gama was obliged to flay upon thefe 
coaft^ tonger than he intended. In the mean while, 
thckirigfittcdouf twenty jight fhips j ihefe he furniflied 
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yrith men and arms, and fent them agabfl: oqr (hips ; 
but a fuddcn ftorm ^rifing, fcattered the 4encmy*s vef- 
felsy and the wind proving fair, the PortugueTe fboa 
got put of fight of Calicut. 

Gama wrote a letter to the zamorin, from the firii: 
harbour he touched at ; wherein h^ fet forth the m^ny 
plots formed againft him by the Mahon^etans, ^nd the 
various itratagems devifed by the catual for his de«. 
Ilru&ion. Neverchelefs, he aflured his majeftty he 
would be attached to his intereft, and do his endeavour 
fo promote his honour and dignity, and alfo to raife in 
Emmanuel the fame favourable diipolicion toward^ 
him. As to the nobility whom he had in his cuftody^ 
he defired him not to be uneafy about them, promifing 
upon his honour, they (hould be treated with the highef): 
I*efpe6l, and fent back fafe to their native country^ 
He difpatched this letter by one of the captives, whoni 
he put afhore for that purpofe. 

The admiral being jaow on his voyage honiew^rds, 
iailed for the iflands of Anchediva. In his w;ay thi- 
ther, he was attacked by feven fhips, but he foon made 
irhem fheer off, and took one of them loaded with 
fruits and all kind of provifion. Thefe ihips belongec) 
to a pyrate named Timoia, z, bold intrepid fellow^ 
who was very much dreaded in thefe feas. The iflands 
were five in number, about four miles diftant from the 
;fhore. He touched at one of them, to refit his Ihips^ 
which had been ftiattered by the violence of the wea- 
ther. Many of the inhabit^ts crouded to the Ihore 
to fee the fliips ; amongft the reft ,came a perfon who 
was the chief minifter and confidenjt of Zabaio, king 
of Goa, a neighbouring ifland. Zabaio was a man of 
an aipiring foul, a great warrior, and an able prince* 
He kept great numbers of troops in his pay, inviting 
into his fervice men of courage, and fkill in arms, and 
giving them all manner of encouragemjcnt. His mi- 
nifter, whom we have mentioned, came in the name 
of his mafter, and paid his compliments to Qama ii> 
the Italian tongue* He (aid^ ZabaiO had heard of h\% 
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fame, and was ready to do him all the fervice in his 
power. If he ftood in need of provifions, arms, or 
money, he might demand them with the greateft free- 
dom 5 for Zabaio was refolved to aft towards him as 
a kind and bountiful prince, Gama was (truck with 
the graceful appearance of this perfon. He admired 
the fluency of his language, and his quicknefs of ge- 
nius, which he difcovercd in anfwering all queftions put 
to him. The admiral having alked him where he was 
born, received for anfwer. That ht was by birth an 
Italian ; that having lailed for Greece with his parents, 
he had fallen into the hands of pyrates ; and having 
gone through various fcenes of misfortunes, and being 
cut off from all hopes of ever feeing his native coun- 
try, had been obliged to enter into the* fervice of a 
Mahometan prince. In his turn, he began to ask our 
people many queftions ; in which he appeared to (hew 
an artful and uncommon curiofuy : this, however,^ he 
endeavoured to conceal by often fufpendinghiscuriofity, 
and turning the converfation to other matters; then in 
alittle time he would renew his former enquiries. Gama 
faw through this artifice, and fufpedted him to be fent 
as a fpy. So ftrongly was he influenced by this fu(^ 
picion, that he ordered him to be feized and put to the 
rack. The' tortures which he fuffered, extorted from 
him this confeflion^ * That he was by birth a Polo- 

* nian, by religion a Je\^, in the fervice of Zabaio, 

* who having a de(ign to attack our (hips, had ferit 

* him on purpofe to examine the ftrength of our people, 

* and to fee what arms they ufed.* Gama having 
made this difco'very, kt fail from that iOand with the 
ucmoft expttlition ; but he thought proper to detain 
the Jew, who afterwards became a Chriftian, had the 
name of Jafper giydn Him, and was of extraordinary 
fervice to Emmanuel in many affairs. 

Thence he proceeded in his voyage ; but there be- 
ing fa great a calm, it was a confiderable time before 
he reached Afrfca. Ths firft place he came ih fight 
of on that coaft was the ci^y of Magadoxa, Having 
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lieen inrormed, that it was inhabited by Arabians, he j 
played his cannon thereupon, and dcmoIi(he<^ the wallt j 
o^ the city. He iikewiie attacked the (hips in the har- 
bour, moft of which he either funk or battered in fuch 
a manner as to render them un6t for ufe. Having i 
£iiled from this place, he defcried eight Arabian (hips : 
jthefe fecmed.to bear down upon him; however, he 
•Toon made them iheer ofif, but for want of wind, could 
>noc come up with them. At length, he reached the \ 
amicable port of Melinda, where he again met wick 
the moft friendly reception, and bad every thir^g ,pro- 
jper for the refrefliment of his men, almoft worn o^ 
with ficknels and fatigue. Haviqg ftayed there only 
£vedays, he ordered the fails to be hoifted; for he 
nvas afraid, if he allowed the feafon to be too far ad- 
vanced, he might find great dif&culty in doubling the 
Cape. He carried along with him an amba(&dor. Cent 
hy the king of Melinda to Emmanuel ; and becaufe 
his brother's (hip was very crazy and leaky in feveral 
fplaces, and at the fame time, there was not a fufHcient 
^number of men to man three (hips, he, therefore, or- 
<]ered it to be burnt, and cook his brother into hh 
pwn (hip, together with part of the crew, the reft he 
lent aboard Nicolas Coelo. 

On the 27th of February, Gama reached the ifland 

of Zanzibar, about eight leagues from the continent. 

The (oil of this place is rich andrfertile, and tc abounds 

;with fprings of the moft excellent water. There ^is 

likewife great plenty of cattle, and the whole iQand hs 

covered with beautiful woods, which are extremely 

fragrant from the many wild citrons growing there, , 

whkh diffufc the moft grateful (cent. The prince rof 

this ifland, though a Mahopiet^n, entertained Gam» 

with great kindnefs, and furnifhed him -with fruits and * 

provifions of all forts* Thence he coafted along by 

.Mozambique, and came to. the watering place of St. 

Bias, where he wooded and watered his (hips, and laid 

- in fome provi{)oi\s 5 but irhe wind not favouriiig, he 

could not touch at the places where he had lefc the 
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cjcilcs. On Xhe z6th of ApriJ be doubled the Cape. 
and failed from i^hence with a fair wind tojthe iflang 
of St. Jago J but here 9 ftorm arifing, fep^rated the 
ijwo (hips, and Nicolas Coelo fteered diredly to Lif: 
bon^ but Gama \y^s obliged 10 put in at the ifland of 
^crcer^ .o;i accQunt ol his .brother, w,ho for fome time 
h^d bce.n in a lingering fickly condition, and now Ic^ 
^j^tretijely bad, i^hat^he vv^as unable to endure the mpr 
tion of the (hip. ^e^end^d his days in this phce, an<J 
Gaaia, after .having performed ihe funeral rites with all 
jpofybje decency, proceeded ,o.n his voyage for L^fbon. 
iwhjcb he reached in ^tlie year 1499. But before hi? 
arrival, the k.tng had been informed, byCcdo, of ^1 
,ihe parti(;ulars relating to the voyage, together wjt^ 
the tranfaftions in India, and Qther parts. Xhcfe ad- 
ve^itUrers.wcre l^eheld with uniyerfd ^m^z;ement a^i^ ' 
^d^ir^tion, ^ey^ery one IqoJking upon them as if the^ 
had been r^ifed ftop;i t\i,t dead. ,Of i^g \y.hofet,ont 
jvith ,)Sama, 55 only retur^ned, ^nd thefe too aUno^ 
^q^n .put by ficknefs ,and fa^tigue. The king eixprefled 
the utpipft^gratitq^efor the Tervices of Gania, and di- 
^iugijiifh^d'^im.by (;he higheft honours and titles. Coelp 
\y9^ like wife raifed to digpity, and, in.(hoi;t, all CQii- 
^crned in the expedition wqre rewarded in proportioa 
to their rank and fervices. 

About this tipie Emmanuel gave ordei:s to remove 

^t|ie. body of king John from Sylves in Algarvc to 

ffat^gjia, a town fo named frdm a remarkable battfe 

'fQ\ight near that place, wherein Jobd the firft king pf 

Pq?Vugal gaiped'a confiderable vidory over John king 

pf Caftiie, prince Henry's fon. On account of this 

.fuccefs, John the firft had builc a moft magnificer^t 

church in honour of the Virgin Mary, where hp 

likewife founded a monaftery of the dominican order, 

]^and fixed upon this church for his burial place. And 

not only he himfelf, but his fon alio, king Alphonfo, 

Alphonfo John the fecond's fon, and many of thePor- 

tuguefe nobility had been buried here, Emmanuel 

.was therefore willing that the rematfe of his prede- 
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ccflbr (hould be depofitcd in the fame place ; he ac- 
cordingly fet out for Algarve, accompanied with George 
the fort of John, and many other perfons of diftinc- 
tion. The ceremony was condufted with the great^eft 
pomp and folemnity ; the corpfe being attended by a 
numerous train of the nobility, and the whole perform- 
ed amidft vaft crowds of fpeftators. In fhort, Em- 
manuel omitted nothing whereby he might fhew his 
veneration and eflecm for the memory of John. 

In the mean while, his Portuguefe majefty, ftill in- 
tent on making further progrefs in India, fitted out a 
large fleet for that purpofe : but as he was a prince of 
great piety, he thought nothing could be fiicccfsful with- 
out (hewing a particular regard to religion ; he therefore 
fet about building a mod . magnificent church, in ho- 
nour of the Blefled Virgin, in that fame place where 
Henry had formerly built one. He called the place 
Bethlehem, from the name of the city where our Sa- 
viour was born. Here he founded likewife a con- 
vent for thofe of the order of St. Jerome, who were 
to perform divine fcrvice in this church, and particular- 
ly toinftrufl: all fea- faring people who reforted there 
in the principles of the chriftian religion. He built 
likewife a llrong fort on a rock furrounded by the fea, 
lying to the weft, at a little diftance from the church, 
as a fecurity to the harbour of Lifbon againft the (hips 
of his enemies. The fleet for India confifted of 13 
ihips, with 1500 men aboard, and furniflied with all 
manner of warlif^e ftores. The command was given 
to Pedro Alvarez de Cabral, in whom the king had 
the higheft confidence. Emmanuel ordered the admi- 
ral, by all pofllble methods, to endeavour to make a 
treaty of friendfhip with the zamorin of Calicut, and 
to petition him for liberty to build a fort near the city, 
by which the Portuguefe might be enabled to live fe- 
cure from the violence of their enemies, and carry on 
their traffic with fafety. But if he found him averfe 
to peace, and ^ftinately bent againft our people, that 
he (hould then7 without any farther delay, declare him 

aa 
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an enemy, and treat him in a hoftile manner. At the 
lime time he charged *Cabral, jf he could poflibly 
make Melinda, in his name, to wait on the king, and 
tell him, that his embaffy was extremely accceptable^ 
and that he would do every thing in his power wor« 
thy of the efteem and friendfhip of fo good a prince* 
His majcfty fent likewifc in the fleet, five Francil^ 
can friars, men of known piety and zeal for religion. 
Thefe men were to remain at Calicut, if amicable 
terms could be agreed upon wic^ the zamorin, to 
perform divine fervice to the Portuguefe who fhould 
fettle there on the account of trade, and to inftruft ia 
the myfteries of our holy religion, any people of the 
country who might be willing to embrape the truth of 
Chriftianity. The chief of thefe religious perfqns was 
Henry, afterwards bifhop of Ceuta, a nian of the mod: 
exemplary piety and fanftity of manners, Cabral ftt 
(ail on the 8 th of March 1500. 

After the departure of the fleet, Emmanuel tqrne4 
his thoughts to other afiairs. He conferred new titles 
of honour on George the fon of kmg John, and g^ve 
him in marriage Beatrix, a, ]ady of the mod yirtuovig 
and amiable difpofition, the daughter of Alvarez, bro*^ 
ther to the duke of Braganza. He tpade Alphonfo 
niafter of the horfe. This gentleman was the fon of 
Diego Alphonfo, EnomanueKs brother, whon^ Joht^ 
had killed with hispwn haqd. Alphonfo >|vas, indeed^ 
an illegitimate fon, but his mother was, however, a 
woman of the higheft rank. Diego, when in Cafliile, 
had conceived 4 criminal pafllpn for this lady, and was 
fo inflamed with her beauty, that he fpared no pains tp 
gaiq her affections i ^qd, at l^ft| he enjoyed her perr 
(on. 

This fame year, the young prince Mi?hael, En^- 
manuel's fon, was carried off by a ludden fie of fickr 
ficfsy in the fecond ye^r of his age. Ferdinand and 
Ilab^ were very defirous of making another al^ianpe 
with his Portuguefe majefliy, by joining him in mar^* 
riage to their daughter Mary. £mm^pue| qn lys p^ 
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v^as equally fond of this match, fbr ho oth^i* could be 
more honourable or advantageous f6r both parties ; nof 
c6uld he Kavt? a queen of inbti Valuable ^cte1mpl?fti- 
ments, for Mary was a Wdy of the gfcatcft nrotlefty^ 
fwe^tnef&of temper^ and the moft extfcnfi^e benfeVble'ntev 
Biie as hfc wa^ hot allowed by the ccclefiaftial law tdix 
wed a lady to whom he had contradte d fo ntar i rela- 
tion by his former marriage, he therefdrc foHdt^d 
the popfe for a difpenfation, by Whifch he rnlgW bS 
enabled to embrace a match fd e\^?dentTy for tht ild- 
vantage of both kingdoms. This was accordingly 6t^ 
tained, and the nuptials wert foon after celebrated with 
all dcmonftrations of joy. 

Hut although the agreeable Behaviour of Emmanucrsi 
bride infpired him with the utmoft tenderncfs for her, 
yet this vyas not fufficient to divert him from the piar- 
(bit of glory. Beiiig defirous to tread in the fteps of 
h;s anceftors, he refolved to p^fs over into Africa, and 
to head his army againft the Moors. Mainy in hU 
council endeavoured to difluade him from this rclblu- 
tioh^ telling him, it was not the biifinefs of a princfir 
t© expofe his perfoh to the fate of war^ but that hi 
oOght to fend forth other perfons to aft accbrdiA^ fd 
his inftruftions. If it Was ijis intention^ they fatd, td 
conquer all Mauritania, he had not a fufficient ftfengtH 
td accomplifh fuch a defign ; arid if he aimed drily at 
continuing the war with fplrk, that the forces alreadj? 
levied, and cdmttianded by his generals were fufficieiit 
for this purpofe ; that it would therefore be jncori-^ 
fiftent with his dignity to pafs over into Africa, Unleft 
he had an army which might enable him to bring the 
whole country under his futgeftion. Moreover, as he 
had no fon, it would be highly imprudent to endanger 
his peirfon. They entreated htm therefore, that he 
would not, through a falfe anibitidn, expofe his king- 
dom to fd great a calarflity, fincc the true glory of i^ 
prince did not confift in running head-long into uri- 
neceflary danger, but in fhewihg a love and regard fbjb 
hi$ country, Bcfides, his qii^h with tears befeeched 
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kim, that he would not, by fb fudd^a a departure, ^vc 
pctxfie occafion to % he hyrried ^w^ay more to get rk) 
of- hex than to carry on the war. She faid, that af- 
ter ht had hix>ugKt her from her friends and relations, 
thus to abandon her (o foon, had an appearance of 
great inhuounity. At the fame lime, Mary wrote tp 
their Spanifh majeftks, defiring they would ufe theiff 
intereft whh Enonoanuel, to diiTuad^ him from his in- 
tention. But, however, neither the intreatics of the 
queen, nor the arguments of his council, had any ef^ 
fedfc on Emmanuel, He ilill perlifted in his refolution^ 
and made at) preparations for the war with the utmoft 
condition. He ordered an army to be levied^ and k- 
fleet of flifis to be equipped. The army confifted of 
96000 foot, 6apoo horfe, and 800 curaflkrs : with this 
firengch be thought he ihould be able to carry his do- 
fign into execution. 

But whilft he was thus bufied in thefe warlike pr$« 
parations, a report prevailed, that Bajazet emperor 
of the Turks had fitted out a ftrpng fleet to reduce 
«U the iflands and cities of Greece belooging xo the Yp^ 
ncttans* The ftates of Venice b^ing apprised pf hi^ 
defign, and informed of his numerous army, ikw plain*- 
}y they were unable to tn^ke head ag^inft fo great a 
force. For this reafon, (hey feix eipbafladors to pe«- 
tition fuccour froAQ Emmanuel, as well as feveral other 
Chriftian princes. They likewife foUcited the pope 
to ofe his intereft with his Porcuguefe majefty^ to aSifi 
their r^pyblic with the fleet he had alri^ady eq^ipt. His 
holinefs accordingly fent a letter {o Emmanuel by the 
Venetian embafladdr, eameftly b^fe^ching him to com- 
jdy with their requeft, telling him, that all Chriftian 
princes ought to exert their united ftrength to ward o^ 
So great a danger which threatened a Chriftian r€^blic> 
Moreover, if the Grand Turk, who had always been 
an enemy to the Chriftian name, (hou.ld fucceed in hi& 
defign againft the Venetians, elate with fuccefs, b(S 
would carry his arms into Italy, Germany, and Spain^f 
The African war, he added,^ ^ould be delayed i but'ii 

G 4 the 



8J The History of •- Bookll, 

the prcfcnt opportunity of refcuing from deftru&ion a 
chriftian ftate was flipped, it could not be recalled. 
Befides, that it was more glorious to afllft our friends, 
than dcftroy our enemies. >Jor Were the Venetians 
deftitute of friends ; for there were many princes will* 
ing to affift them, but thefe had it not in their powe? 
to bring fuch fpeedy aid as the prefent emergency re-r 
quired ; whereas, Emmanuel having a fleet ready 
(Cquipt;, was in a capacity to give them immediate ^fucr 
cour, and might acquire to himfclf the fole giory of 
faving that republic. Thus he would give an amp'e 
proof of his virtue, humanity, and zeal for religion, 
v^hich would render his name for ever illuftrious. Eav? 
manucl was greatly influenced by this letter of the 
pope. He gave the embaflador a mofl: gracious an? 
iwer, and promifed he would be wanting in nothing 
to ferve the Venetian ftate. He accordingly ordered 
30 of the fwiftefl: ftiips of the fleet to be furni(hed 
with ail manner of proviflons and warlike ftores ; and 
as his fleet was thereby greatly diminrflied, he deferred 
his African expedition till another occafion, being now 
refolved to aft with the utmoft vigour in defence of 
tfie Venetians. 

- Whilfl: Emmanuel was thus employed, the foUowr 
ing exploits were performed in Africa : John Menez, 
by the king's ordcr;, had been recalled into Portugal 
immediately after the viftory gained dver Barraxa and 
Almandar. In the year 1501 he was fent back tQ 
Arzila with a reinforcement of 150 horfe, for oiir 
jpeople made little ufe of foot in that country. As 
ibpn as Menez reached Arzila, he was defiroos to 
ftrike fome important blow againfl: the Moors ; but as 
' iie had not a force to execute his dcfign, Jie therefore 
fent to Roderigo de Caftro, (at that time governor of 
Tangier) inviting him to a fliare in the expedition, 
Thefc two commanders having jdincd their forcc$, 
marched againft fcveral large villages ; the inhabituntij 
•bf which they fell upon unawares. Great numbers of 
the Moors, ftruck with this fuddcn aljrci, betook them- 
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felves to flight ; though at the fame time, fevcral of 
them fought bravely, aad died with honour. Many 
were killed, and s^bout 1 30 taken prifoners : five of 
our cavalry having obfcrved fcven of the Moors skulk- 
ing with feme women, went in purfuit of them ; 
thefe men having loft iheir horfes, were a-foot, yet 
they prepared to make an obftinace refiftancc. The 
contentbn was keen on .both fides, and lafted much 
longer than could be expefted from fo fmall a number. 
They wpunded all the five Portuguefe, and killed three 
<rf their liorfes : however, our men at lad flew thefe 
fcven braVe Moors. The miftrefs of one of thefe 
^Moors, who had ifi^oght with the moft diftinguifhed 
courage, when Ihe beheld her lover in fuch extreme 
danger; was inexpreflibly -affedlcd with the fpedtacle, 
and worked up to a degree of frenzy. * Shall 1 thus, 

* my deareft foul (Ihe cried aloud) tamely behold you 

♦ moft inhumanly murdered ? (hall I only. bewail your 
f death with woipanilb tears ? No. I will accompany 
^ y6u tb the grave 5 for was I to furvivp you, life to 
f niC:would be intolerable.'* Having fpekexheie words, 
fiieridQiedupon the five Portuguefe, and feized the 
man who had engaged her lover, who was a- foot, (for 
be had loft hishprfc) whom, (he grappled with fuch 
violence, that he could not difengage hinifelf without 
fhe afiBftance of another Portuguefe. . 

Our people got confiderable booty, and carried off 
fi great number of cattle and horfes. The army now 
marched back towards Arsila, but they had not got 
above four miks from the Moorifh village, when the 
governor, of a llrong town called Alcazaflarelquibir, 
came againft them with 1 200 horfe, and attacked the 
rear, commanded by Mencx. The Portuguefe foldiers 
being drawn up in order, marched on gradually with 
their plunder, endeavduring only to aft on the defen- 
iive with the Moors, who often attacked them in light 
^kirmifhes. Their way of fighting was in this man- 
ptr ; A. party of the Moors would come rufliing upon 
gor ppopie >vith their fpears^ th^n ia)mediately betake 

^hetn- 
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dieiirieives to S'^bt^ and fcon aftor die attack waft ve*' 
nevred from arioducv quovter. The VorrngpA kept 
4>ff the weapons witb their fhkidsy ^hkb bcnasg poc 
behind theirvy cofvercd their horfes as well as ^etnibtTCs; 
and fomecimes when coo clofely preflEbil^ thtfy woqhl 
whfcel aboac and fpur on their hoHirs agaihfll the onen^. 
At one. time when the Moors ru(hed on with great fc^ 
ry, Menez fet upon theiD wiicb a party of his &>roc9^ 
ffi»l killed 50 on. the fpot. The enemy now feeing our 
people were like to get off with their booty, formed 
a delign of engs^ing them in a pitched battka, and ao 
cording^ were dra^n up by their generals for that pcnv 
pofe : Menez was not averfe to an eng;^emaat ; he 
therefore, halted with his men, and fent a meffenger 
to Roderigo de Caftro, to kt him know he defigne4 
to venture a battle ; and if he approved of ir^ to bring 
up his men, that they might attack the enemy in one 
body. Caftro made anfwer. That was not the part of 
a wife gcfiera), after hairing been fuccefsfaV without 
any neceffity^ to run fo great a ba2sard, efpc^ialty tmce 
the eivemy wete fo numerous^, and our people could (6 
eaiily retreat ; for it was very po&b^e, that by Come 
mifcondu6^ or unlucky accident, they mighck>fethe 
fruits of their }ate viAory. Befides^ that a priideM corn*- 
mander ought not to give battle when agredal^rie to the. 
enemy, but when it fuitcd his own conveniency^ The 
booty was confiderabie, none ei out people miffing ^ 
ift wa? therefore his opinion, that they (faould ii& witk 
t^titionj left by one rafh ftepthcy might fully the gbry 
already acquired* Mene^ hearkened to this advice. 
Whilft our people were thus confulting what meafarf^ 
to follow, the Mt/ors feeing them halt, imagined they 
Aivcre preparing for the engagement. Tbcy advanced 
againft Menez, and made fcveral attacks ; but meet^ 
ing with a warm reception, they fbon deSfted from 
iheir attempt, said fufFered tht PQttuguefe tQ carry off 
the plunder, without any further moleftatioh, 

A few days afterwards, Menez received intelligonce 
^y a Moor46i fpy, that the ki^g ^ F«3&y at jthe bead 
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of i^boW ih^ft, ^^ ort fhd trtaYeh ftfr 1*ang5«*, i^HttH 
IW inftfftderf €0f ftdrmy or « kaft c6 r^age the neigh-- 
bbtffii^ la^ds,^ md do 6ur poj^le al[l poflibte dimaget 
iri thefe pifts. Btfides, thit he" advincrd with fd 
irWch dcpHf^ittoft, that a rfieflcftg» <::buftr ft^; tye dif-^ 
paftchcfd to Gaftfo, cfpeciallj^ fince at the fatnc litrre alt 
the rd^ds leadJftg to that pfeiCfe wert blockeld up witH 
the ttkttif^ trCfcfpi. Mcnit Wets terribly a{a>mtd witH 
this news j b^ OYd^fed his bfals cahribh tof be fired, tS 
iiitth Cafllfo of the approachirtg danger. He had re- 
courft to Jinothef e)^pedichti which proved eflfeftbii}; 
A few day^ bfefOffe the^ heWt cstiht, there had \xtn i 
citJjien of TanfgiVf at ArtM. This man, at his dc-* 
parture, had Idckily left behind him a little dog, about 
the neck of which Menez fied a fetter for Caftfo.^ 
Theft he brd^fed the animal, after beirfg fe^erely lafbed,- 
to be turhed looft iri the night. The dog being fti-^ 
Imil^tdd by thb fiwartirtg pain, rufi Rotnev^ards wi^h fii 
rnuch expedition, that he reached the gates of Tan-^ 
|}fer befofe day-bYe^k. QkWro having read the letter, 
Jrfttnedi^lteiy commanded ^If his iihert to arrn, and be iii 
feadineft. Scarce bad he made the neceflarv prepaYat 
fions When the eriemy appeared in fight. The krn^ 
hid ffnt before him a dttachment of his army, with 
6tdet5 fd ravage the hthdsy di-i^c b^ the Cattle, ahd to 
kill all the. inhabiiants they ihotild find in the ficldsi 
taftro being relblved; if poiffible, to flop their prd^ 
^reft, marched out df the city and attacked thetti ; 
bift being ovcrpovi^efed by huttibtfs, he ^as obliged to 
retreat wrh hii meri ^^itTiin the trench which had beert 
thtowiri ap ks a foftJBcatibft rbund \ht city : nor could 
hfe effeft this without the utmoft difficulty ; for before 
he could accofnpfilh it, he had a tonflift with the ene- 
my, which lafted above two hours. In this rencouritei', 
h foil of Caftro was killed, together with three more 
bf the cavalry, all nf>en of great braVerjr, ahd the go* 
vfernor himfdf received a terrible wound in the facfc 
With a jaVelin : miny of the Moors even forced withr- 
Ih the ircrtgh J Md whtn Oar men aiteffiptcd to rctirb 
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into the city, the enemy followed them clofcly, in or- 
der to enter at the fame time. Ca(lro perceiving (he 
Porcuguefe thus clofejy prefTed, fee upon the Moors 
with a troop of horfe, and charged them lb furipufly, 
that he thereby fecured a retreat for all his foldiers. 
I^ope^ Martin, a fellow of undaunted courage, was 
fhe laft who entered. This man only ihut one half of 
the g2^te, upon which the reft of his countrymen called 
aloud to him ;o (hut it altogether. He anfwered. That 
he would by no means fuffer fuch an infamous mark 
of cowardice to be fixed on the Portyguefe \ ^nd that 
he was determined to defend the gate s^s long as he had 
breath in his body : nor were thefe empty words, (ince 
he confirmed what he faid by his gallant behayio\ir ; 
for when the Moors rufhed on him in the moft furious 
manner, he withftood their (hock with amazing intre- 
pidity till hb fellow- foldiers came up to his afliftance^ 
by whofe bravery the Mqors being repulfcd, retired to, 
their camp. 

The king of Fez, about four days afterwards, let 
•ut with all expedition towards Arzila. Menez being 
informed of this, left a ftrong gu^rd in the qty, and 
led forth the reft of his men to a place called the Old 
Town, where he drew them up in battlcrarray. In 
this pofture he ordered them to remain till he fhould 
give them the fignal to fally forth. In the mean while 
he himfelf advanced with 20 horfe to the river called 
Dulcis, to reconnoitre the enemy. Having obferved 
their numbers and difpofidon, he refolved to retire in- 
to the town by degrees ; but before he could eflfeft 
this, an advanced party of the Moors of a fudden at^ 
tacked him fo furioufly, that he was obliged (though 
almoft at the place where he had left the main body 
of the army) to wheel about and pufti on his horfe 
againft them. At this jundure he had only four of 
his men, for the reft had marched into the town with 
more fpeed than was confiftent with their honour. 
However, 50 of the Portuguefe cavalry feeing him 
,thus embarraficd, came up to his alTiftance with thp 
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iitmoft expedition, Thefc fetting upon the Moors 
with great fury, routed them, and made confidcrablc 
Daughter : thofe who remained in the old town, when 
they faw Menez purfuing the enemy, thought they 
ought not to wait for a fignal, and made all poffibte 
hafte to join him. This, however, they were not able 
to efFeft ; for the Moors, when they faw their country^ 
men giving way, had ruflbed out from all parts of the 
country, and blocked up the ways. When Menet 
perceived that there were frefh numbers pouring in 
continually upon him, he faw that with fuch a handful 
of men he could no longer withftand the (hock of the 
enemy, and therefore thought it mod expedient toendea- 
vour tomake a retreat. This hecould not effeft without the 
nioft extreme danger. In the conflift feveral of his men 
were killed, and many wounded, amongft whom was 
Menez, who received a wound in his*thigh : however^ 
he charged thofe who blocked up the ways with (b 
much fury, that he at laft forced a paffage to the reit 
of his men. He then with all his forces again attack- 
ed the Moofs ; many Of whom were killed, and manf 
woundfed, and all of them driven out of the trenches. 
The battle being thus ended, Menez re-entered Arzila. 
At thisjunfture, one of the Moors, who imagined the 
town had been taken by his countrymen, rode up to 
the gates, and entered them with an air of triumph. 
This afforded matter of laughter to our people, but 
it proved a very ferious matter to the imaginary viftor, 
whom the Poriuguefe put in fetters. Whilft thefe 
things happened in Africa, Emmanuel was intent oh 
fitting out the fleet deflined for the affiftance of the 
Venetians : having furnifhed it with every thing ne- 
celTary for the expedition, he gave the command to 
John Menez, fon of Darte Menez Conde di Vientia, 
a man of known courage and abili.y; At the fanrte 
time he entrufted him with another fleet, with which 
he was to endeavour to take by ftorm Mazaiquivir, a 
ftrong hold on the fea-coaft of Barbary, near the city 
of Oran. His orders were, if- poffible, to fut prife 
this fotftj but if he f-undit impiadicable in a fliorc 
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^iroc, he .^as •tbeo to 4^$ft frpm ihcimtf!^t. Meqc^ 
fee fail irgm lifbon x;)in the i6,di of Jmc fg^oiy aa^ 
^e wind provipg favourable, he fopn fetched the 
^creights; thence Xe ^eced for Maz^lquivir, $iK the 
^ind l^ing now againil him, it ,wa.s ti^rj^e 4ay3 ^fpre 
^e got into the h^rbpur. Mean while, the i^pffn t?er 
i?g apprized of our .people's delign, xcfqlvpj to^qp- 
jH^e i;hc,m with great jptftinacy. They ftrengthcne^ 
4the g^riibn with ^ddUtonal ^rces, and ipade ajli .other 
^ctflary preparations. Menez and his xnth having 
l^t length :got afl^re, dineftly fet about j^tprcp^qg the 
^ort: a<;cordingly they applied their fcalin^ .l^id^ers^ 
^nd mounted the walls with intrepidity : but t;o. their 
fptter alloniihment, r\ot one foul appeared to.Qb(li;u^ 
Xhem \ thei(ice they concluded that the enemy, ^ing 
i^ruck with a panic, had betook themfelves to 'dight. 
pcce.ived by this opinion, they Jooked upon themfelves 
0S viftorio.us, and walked abput every wh^re jvithov^ 
|;he leaft ^pprehenfion. But the Moors, who lay JJX 
acnbufia, feizing the opportunity when pur people j^crc 
«hus unguarded, rufhed uppn th^ ,with ^gt^t fiary;^ 
.and- drove them to a prccipilatc J9fijghr. Tw^n^ ^ 
the Por^uguefe >wqre killed in ^his a£i:ipn. 

hUcDtz being. fruLfli;at«d in his atten^pt.pp Maziilqui- 
*yir, ^s ojcfolv^d tp (pend no more time,y[pop .that en- 
.terprize; having iher<;fore ffeqt the ,reft of the flqqt 
Jbome, he prOQeeded on hi3:Vpyage, with ^o ftiips, to 
,i|ffift the Venetians. 

He touched at the^i^and of Sai[dinia, the ^^vgrnor 9f 
.which received him in the mo(l hoqQural)le mapncr ; and 
;h,avii^ got a fupply of pf ovifions and /refh ,wat€r, l^ 
/ailed frpm theiice. When he .was alrnqft. qpppfite ^o 
tthecity^f Tuqis, he fpicd ,ihree fail.of jfliip;5, a VAty 
Jarge merch^ntioian, and two (hips of war ^ihefe he 
.cafily took and. carried into Sardinia, .where he prder^tl 
jtheir goods tp be landed. Thefe (hips, belonged to Ge- 
noa-, they had al^pard feveral Turks, IVIoprs, Jews, 
and Chriftians, and were loaded with ^abundance of 
.merchandize, with which they were bound for Tunis. 

a He 
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Ht Fcftored the ^nercfawt (hip ^ the Xkmefe^ toge* 
IBfecr with all the <ftrgp -thitt .WQagcd .to tberau Hfs 
^y:e the Jews atn] ChriAia^s n^eir iiberiy^ but conioed 
jhe Tunjfcs as well ^ Moqfs, and diftnbuted their efc- 
^eds <aflM>ngtl: his <mQn. Tberi hje OQiHanued ihts coqrfe 
ill] be-Qi^de the id^d of Cc^fu. Hc^e be }¥4s met by 
ihe Venetian fleer, which ifalwed ibim with th^ir q^r 
^on, and .(hewed ',the groa^eft defnoaftratiqns of joy at 
ins arrival. T^ Piormviguerc ro^mrn^d dhefe icompli- 
4nents w)th .'ihe utaioft refpeft. Our fhips not Hnaking 
jufe qf >.wrs, .^<id :it -being a profound c^lcn, they .could 
jipcrgec into the barbQur, fbecefore iiihey were obliged 
io ]be towed along by the Venetian galleys. The .ad- 
•mirgl-cquldnot jbe :pr(aYailed on to Tcavc :the fleet, by 
?lhe wmotl^ intrqaiiies of ibe yenetigns; but he ^per^ 
•mitted l^is officers to go ftfhofe, who were air enter- 
•taiaed infthemoil Jkindand friendly manner. But, in 
iord^r 10 (hew twhatrpoad .eytraVAg^i^cies a foldiery will 
be apt to 'run into, if not checked by difciplioe, it 
^tnay 'not jbe TitDpiToper to take notice of what happened 
^t this jundqre : the Portpguefe foldicrs and failon^, 
^f^ucy m^ tflfol^nt ..by.(i»tprc, .wfaert rtb^^ came rtfcoic 
iotOithis 'ifl^nd, >ms^ fomewbat iriotoM^ ahd dtforderly 
in tb^ir behWiottr, Xiiis ga«e jgn^at /.offence ;to ithe 
. iohabitanis, whp w »their turn ^ab^red the ffociu^mfc 
with.fcurrifoue laf^giiagQ, rttpd ^ffroji led them in .va- 
Tioqs (hapes : from »word» -they- cwie JW) Ijlows^ tdqd 
^fbiighr with ftVfh -atms jas <xbWQe dire(^ed theirtio* 
The fXfenetian commanders came ^with the utmoft dif- 
*patch to a[llay this tumult 5:tVlt*m^Aamc tikewife afhore, 
tprcftfain the fury* of :his -rnqn.' The autivority atid 
iinenacesof the leaders, at kfi^, ihbughwith greatidtf- 
jficuUy, put an end to *thefe diftyrbances. Seyenty Jbf 
.'Che Portuguefc loft their iiyes in tltis fcuffle;: but: a 
fOTuoh-grcater number of the Ven^etian foldicrs, aod 
fihe inandcr$^ were (lain, Thusit .happened, by ,the fury 
pf -a^^ddy-headed rabble, .that: the. Venetian ftatc^fuf- 
Tered a confiderablc damage from thofe very .perfow 
who >had come ;co their: aii^tancce. 

There 
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There was ho engagement with the Turks ; for Ba- 
jazet Jiaving heard, that the Venetian towns were all 
firongly torciSed, and that the king of Portugal, as 
well as fcveral other chriftian prinecs, had fent power- 
ful fleets to their alTiftance, he (hought proper to drop 
bis defigns againft that (late, and was obliged to with'- 
draw this formidable fleet which he had fitted out at 
an immcnfc, though fruitlefs expence. The Venetian 
admiral told Menez, That the fenate and peo{>Ieof 
Venice returned his mafter moft hearty thanks for the 
yeal he had (hewn for their fafety and welfare 5 that 
the republic would always retain a grateful remem* 
brance, of fuch kindnefs ; and that they would, in a 
Ihorttime, fend deputies to Emmanuel, to teftify their 
gratitude for his generoflty and friendfhip. MeneZ 
having repaired and vidualled his fleer, departed for 
Portugal ; and, notwithftanding he met with the moft 
boiftcrous weather, he arrived in the harbour of Jnifbon, 
with all his fliips fafe. 

In the mean while, Cabral, who was in his way to 
India, fleered the fame courfe as Gama did, till he 
reached the ifland of St. Jago. After he had pafled 
this place, he met with a moft furious tempefl, which 
fcattered the whole fleet ; one of the fhips having loft 
almoft aU her rigging, was driven back to Lift^on. 
After the ftorm abated, Cabral got together again all 
the ihlps, except that above-mentioned ; he waited for 
her two days, but as flie did not appear in that time, he 
proceeded on his voyage fteering away to the weftward. 
On the 24th of April the feamen fpied land; this 
gave inexpreflible pleafure to the Portuguefe, who ne- 
ver dreamt of making fuch a difcovery in thefe partes. 
Cabral, accordingly, ordered the fleet to fteer towards 
this new difcovered coaft; and, at the fame time, 
commanded the mafter of his own fliip to put oflf in 
a boat, to examine its nature and fltuarion. This man 
brought word, that the country appeared to be ex- 
tremely pleafanr; and the foil fruitful; being cloathed 
with a beautiful verdure, covered wich taN trees, and 

abound-^ 



Book II. the PORTUGUESE, Stc. gf 

abounding with plenty of excellent water t That hd 
had Jikewifc fecu fcveral of the narives walking near 
the Qiore j they were of an olive black ; their half 
long and lank, and had no covering on their bodies. 
The admiral, not fatisfied with the teflimony of one 
perfon alone, dispatched feveral of his officers on the 
fame account ; who,' on their return, confirmed the 
turth of the account he had already received. 

Whilft our people were thus taken up with the agree* 
able thoughts of this new difcovery, a fudden ftorm 
arofe, which drove the (hips from their anchors, and 
toffed them a confiderable time on tJicfe coafts : at 
length, however, they got into ^a very fafe and com- 
modious harbour, which Cabral nam^d Porto Seguro. 
He difpatched fome of his officers to take a view of 
the country: upon their return, they brought along 
with them two fifliermeo, whom they had taken in a 
little- boat : none of the Portuguefe underftood their 
language ; for which reafon, they endeavoured to con- 
vey therr meaning by figns and motions. But thefe 
mortals were fo flow and heavy in apprehenfion, thac 
they fcemcd to be quite infenfible to all the figns made 
by our people. Cabral cloathed the two men ; and 
having given them fome bells, brafs rings, and look- 
tng-giaffcs, ocdcred them to be fet afliore. They were 
cxtremdy pleafed with thefe baubles ; and, in an oftcn- 
tatious -manner, fliewed them to their countrymen, 
who being mightily taken with fuch trifles, flocked 
in great numbers to the fleet, and brought along with 
them fruits and provifions of all forts : thefe they bar- 
tered with our people for things of little or no value. 
They thought they could not enough admire the look- 
ing-glafles*; they were highly pleafed with the linglinj 
of the bells, and looked ilpon the rings as the richei 
finery. In fhorr, the (hips, the drefs of our people, and 
virhatever they beheld, filled them with the utmofl: 
aftoniftiment. 

Cabral being pleafed with the ftupid, though honefl: 
fimplicicy of this people, went afliore. He ordered 
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an altar to be eredcd under the fhade of a large tree ; 
here mafs was performed, and a fermon preached fuit- 
able to the occafion : nor were the natives excluded 
from thefc religious riies. During the whole cere- 
mony, they feemed to be wrapt up in filent admira- 
tion -, and, by their outward geftures, appeared to be 
moved with a fenfe of religion. 

When Cabral was about to return to the fleer, they 
followed him with the higheft joy : this they exprcfled 
by finging, by founding trumpets, by throwing ar* 
rows into the air ; and with uplifted hands, in a kind 
of rapture, they (ecmed to thank God for the arrival 
of our people in their country. In (hort, their tranfport 
was fo excefTive, that it carried them almoft to a de- 
gree of diftradion : many of them waded after Ca- 
\)ral into the fta, till they were up to the bread ; fome 
fwam after him ; others went in boats to the fhips^ 
nor would they move from them without the greateft 
dif&culty. Whilfl; Cabral lay at anchor here, till he 
laid in a frefh fupply of water and provifions, a very 
uncommon fort of Rtti was thrown aihore, which not 
a little furprized our .people. In thicknefs, it was 
equal to that of a large hogfhead ; and, in length, about 
twice as much. Its head and eyes reiembled tbofc of 
a bog ; its ears were not unlike an elephant's ; it had 
no teeth ; the skin was about an inch thick, covered 
all over wiih bridles i the tail was about five feet in 
length. 

The admiral ordered a marble pillar to be fet up, 
like thofe which Gama had fixed in feveral places. 
He called the country Santa Cruz, but it afterwards 
received the name of Brazil. He difpatched Jafpcr 
Loemio, one of his officers, to Portugal, to give Em- 
manuel an account of the nature and (ituation of this 
new difcovered land : nor may it be improper if we 
give here fome dcfcription of that country. It lies on 
the fouth of the Line; is very extenfive, and fome 
. parts are almoft adjoining to that traft of land called 
Peru, which belongs to the king of Spain. The coun- 
try 
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try is fertile, pleafanc, and (b healthy, that the inha- 
bitants make no ufe of medicines ; for almoft all who 
die here, are not cut off by any diftemper, but worn 
out by age. Here are many large rivers^ befides a 
vaft number of delightful fprings. The plains are 
large and fpacious, and afford excellent pafture. The 
harbours are extremely commodious^ and eafy of ac* 
ce(s ; and fhips may ride in fafecy in the moil bolder- 
ous weather. In (hort) the whole country affords a 
mod beautiful profped):, being diverfified with hills and 
valleys, and thefc covered with thick fliady woods, 
(locked with great variety of trees, many of which 
our people were quite ftrangers to: of thtfe there was 
one of a particular nature, the leaves of which, when 
cut, fend* forth a kind of balfam. The trees ufcd 
in dying fcarlct, grow here in vaft plenty, and to a 
great height. The foil Lkewife produces^ the moft 
ufeful plants ^ particularly that one called fandl^^ 
which cures ulcers, removes fliortnefs of breath, heals 
feftered wounds threatning to inft& the whole body, 
and cures many diftempers when the art of medicine 
can avail nothing. ^ 

The nanvcs, as we have faid above, are of a black 
colour, with long foft hair. They appear all to be 
beardlefs, for with great care they pluck the hairs from 
their faces, with inftruments like tweezers. They are 
(irangers to letters, as well as religion ; are bound by 
no laws, nor under the government of any prince j 
but when engaged in a war, they choofe for their ge« 
neral the man whom they know to be the braved, and 
moft skilled in warlike affairs. The generality of this 
people wear no clpaths, though the nobility are cover- 
ed from the waift to the knees with skins of parrots, 
and other birds of various colours* Their heads are alfo 
adorned wjth caps made of feathers. The women drcfs 
and comb their hair wiih a good deal of nicety. The 
men (have theirs from the forehead to the crown. 
Thofe who affedl to dec^k themfelves wi[h fome kind 
of elegance, bore boles through their ears, noftrils» 
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lips, and other parts ; there they fix precious (tones o^ 
various colours. The women, in like manner, adorn 
ihen^fclves w;th litile (hells, which they account to be 
ti great value. In war they rfiake ufe of bows, and 
flioot with fo much dexterity, that they fcldom mif^ 
whatever part of the body they aim at. Their arrows 
are not poinced with fteel, but with the bones of fiflir 
thefe rnake filch an impreflion, that they will pieite. 
throujgh the thickcft boai'ds. They get their food by 
hunting, but are far from being nice in their eating ^ 
for they will often live upon monkeys, lizards, fnakes, 
and niice. The boats they ufe ire made of the bark 
of large trees, and of fuch a fize, that they will con- 
tain 30 men. When they go a fifhing, fonie row the 
boat whitft others beat the water fo ^s to frighten the 
filh ; which will then fwim up to the fu^face, and are- 
caught in large dry hollow pumpkins, placed in the 
water for that purpofc. They fow no corn, making 
their bread of the root of a certain plant, about the 
fi«re of that called purflain : this roor, however, is^ 
deadly poifon, if eat before it is properly prepared. 
In order to extraft the poifonous juice,, they pound and 
Iqiieeze it with great violence, then dry it in the fun t 
they afterwards grind it in mills to a kind of flower, 
of which they make wholefome and well taftcd bread.. 
Fronv this likewife they diftil a kind of liquor not. 
iinlike ale, of which when they have drunk to exccfs^ 
they will run into the mcA riiad and mtfchievous ^- 
tions. They are great obfervers of augury, and be- 
lieve much in forcerers. There i^re a certain fet of 
men amongft them called pages, whom they hold irv 
high veneration, andconfiilt in dubious affairs. Thefe 
men generally carry an arrow, upon the top of which li 
fixed a'gouid, cut in the fhape of a man*s head r 
within this, they often light fome herbs that fend forth 
& fmoke, which they draw up in their noftrils till they 
become quite intoxicated ; for fuch is the nature of 
thefe herbs, that the fmoke will produce the fame ef- 
ieft as wine when drank to excefs. Then they wiH 
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Tccl, gn^fh their teeth, foam ^t the tnputh^ roll their 
eyes, and by thejr frantic motions, ftrjke a tcrrorj'nta 
all around them: every fpeftatpr imagines all this to 
proceed from a divine infpiration ; and if any perfon 
(to whom one of thefe men thus intoxicated has fpre- 
told foipe dreadful calamity) (hould m^ec with any di- 
iaftcr, they impute it to prcdiftion. Wl^erefoever thefe 
bacchanalians go, they ^re receiyed with univerfel ac* 
clamations. The ftreets are lined with crouds on "each 
fide to behold them 5 mufick is performed, and dances 
led up jn their honour. The moft beautiful women 
rn^rr/ed as well as unmarried, are given up to theif 
ppfltfljon ; for thefe wretched mortals are of opinion, 
that if they are in favour with thefe men, all things 
will go pn profperoufly. 

In this country daughters are not allowed to be mar- 
ried to their fathers, nor fillers to their brothers. All 
others may be joined in wedlock without diftinftion. 
The hufbands may upon any flight offence turn off 
their wives, and if they find tliem guilty of adultery 
have a right to kijl them, or fell them as flaves. Pa- 
rents have no power over their daughters, thefe being 
under fubjeftion to their brothers, who can fell them 
jvhcnever they pleafe. And, there being no money 
an the country, they barter them for fuch things as 
they Want for ufe or pleafjre. The natives in general 
arc extremely averfe to labour, and much addifted to 
luxury and eafe: \vhen not engaged in war, they 
fpend their whole time in feafting, finging, and danc- 
ing to a moft immoderate degree. In I heir dances 
ihey form a ring, bat they do not move round, but al- 
ways remain in the fame place. In their fongs they 
obfcrve no notes or rules, for all is performed in a 
manner that is rude and unharmonious. In thefe they 
celebrate their warlike exploits, and beftow the higheft 
encomiums on military courage : to finging they 
likewife add whittling, and at the fame time with their 
/eet beat the ground in a kind of tranfport. Whilft 
ibmc are engaged in dancing, others are continually 
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fupplying them /with liquor, till at laft they become 
fo overpowered with drinking that they fall down in 
a ftate of infcnfibility. 

Their houfes arc built of wood, thatched with reeds, 
and ^rrounded with a double or triple wall, becaule 
of the irequent wars they are expofed to. In one of 
thefe houfcs for they are all very long) fcveral fami* 
lies dwell, Thofe who live in this manner together, 
are thought to be connefted by a kind of facred tie, 
for with pleafure they will liflc fheir lives in defence 
of each other. When thefe people enter into war 'tis 
not to defend nor enlarge their territories, but to main* 
tain their dignity, when they have been flighted b^ 
•any neighbouring or diftant nation. Then they choofc 
a council compofed chiefly of men advanced in age, 
who in their youth have fignalixed thcmfelvcs in wv. 
Before- thefe enter into confuitation about their aflrairs, 
it is the cuftom for every one to drink a pretty large 
quantity of liquor. When thefe old men have deter- 
mined any thing in regard to peace or war, all ac- 
quiefce in their determination, with the grcatcft chear- 
fulnefs. They choofe for their general, as we have 
faid above, the man who is in higheft cfl:eem for 
warlike courage. But if the perCn whom they fix: 
upon ftiould betray the leaft mark of cowardice, they 
immediately ftrip him of his honour, and fiabftitutc 
another in his place. The general goes round all 
their houfes, calling aloud to the inhabitants, and in* 
viting them to war with encouraging fpecches : he 
tells them in what manner every man ought to be ac- 
coutred, and endeavours to animate them with courage 
and intrepidity. They not only ufe bows and arrows, 
but alfb fwords of a very hard wood, with which they 
cut and marm their enemies in a terrible manner. In 
war they fight much by ftratagem ; and their chibf 
aim, if pofllble, is to fall upon the enemy by furpri;je. 
The captives taken. in battle, elpecially if old men, 
they immediately eat ; the reft are put in fetters. They 
bury their own people, who have fallen in batde wtth 
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great folemnity, lamenting over their bodies, and ex- 
tolling the deceafed for their bravery and courage. 
They allow their captives plenty of all forts of provi- 
fions, nay even furnifti them with women. But upon 
any grand rejoicing, they bring forth one of thefc 
unhappy wretches, fuch as is moft fat and plump, and 
tie him with ropes. The woman who has been the 
prifoner's miftrefs during his captivity, as a mark of 
her afFeflion, firft fixes the rope about his neck, and 
drags him along to be made a facrifice. The men 
coming next tie copes about his waift, legs, and arms, 
then fix him to a pillar, where they paint him with 
various colours, and adorn him with feathers. But 
• left they fhould appear too cruel, they often lobfen the 
ropes, and chear his fpirits with abundance of meat 
and liquor. In the mean time the whole people are 
publickly feafting, dancing, drinking, and finging for 
three days fucceffively. On the fourth the hands and 
legs of the captive are untied, and he is led in folem- 
nity towards a cave. Several women and boys pull 
him along by the ropes about his waift, whilft others 
pelt him in his way, with oranges and all kind pf fruits: 
in his turn he picks them up and throws them back 
again. During the whole fcene, he feems undaunted, 
nay appears to be joyful, and drinks plentifully. The 
fpeftators iftfult him with the moft abufivc language, 
telling him, that he (hall now fuffer puni(hment for 
all his crimes ; that they will kill him, cut him to 
pieces and eat him. On the other hand he replies 
with boldnefs. * That he has always adled the pirt 
of a brave man, and will die as fjch, bidding defiance 
to all their tonures. If they do kill him, he has 
likewife (lain many of their people. If they do glut 
themfcrlves with his flefli, it gives him fome fatisfac- 
tion to think he had been often regaled on the mangled 
bodies of the friends of thofe who were to be his 
murderers : befides that he had many brothers and 
relations who he knew would not fuffcr his death to 
go unrcvengcd.* 
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The captive is at laft brought to the cave, where 
the pcrfon who had kept him in cuftody, at the fame 
time enters with a large fword in his hand, his body 
painted, and his neck adorned with feathers ; he dances, 
fings, whifl:les,and brandilhcs his fword in a threatning 
manner. The captive in the mean while tries to catch 
the' weapon from him, but this he is unable to compafs, 
being fo confined by the ropes, which the boys and 
women pu 1 on each fide, that he cannot move from 
the place where he ftands. Whilft he remains in this 
pofture, the executioner ftuns him with feveral blows, 
and at laft with one terrible ftrokc cleaves his fcul], 
and fcatiers his brains. He afterwards cuts off his 
hands. The women then advance, arid taking up the 
body, throw it upon a fire of wood, where it lies till 
all the hairs are fcorched oflT. Then they open the 
belly, and take out the intraih; the reft of the body 
they cut into fmall pieces, which thefe Barbarians fcaft 
i3pon with the highcft fatisfaftion. 

There is likewife another fort of people in this coun- 
try, oF the fame brutal and favage difpofition, who live 
in thf woods and mountains,and are continually waging 
war with thofe who live in houfes. No crime is pu» 
niJhed amongft them except murder. The relations 
of the. murderer are obliged to deliver him up to 
thofe of the deceafed, who by their nearnefs of blood 
have a right to demand juftice. Thefe accordingly 
put the criminal to death, then the relations of both, 
with mutual forrow and lamentation, join in perform-^ 
ing the funeral rites over the two bodies. This cere* 
mony being finiflied,' they feaft together, and all ani- 
mofity being laid afide, they become hearty friends. 
Bur if it happens that the perfon who has killed ano-^ 
ther fhould make his efcape, then his daughters, fitters, 
or fome of his neareft kinfwomen, arc delivered up as 
flaves to the relations of the deceafed, and thus at laft 
the injyry is forgot, and all refentm^at buried in ob- 
livion, 
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I thought it might not be improper thus to defcribc 
at large the manners of this barbarous nation, chat 
jfrom thence we may fee what grofs and fhockingab- 
furdicies mankind will be apt to run into when un- 
civilized by letters, but above all, when not enlight- 
ened by the facred truths of religion. Here, at the 
fame time, we have an illuftrious proof of the good- 
nefs of all-bountiful Providence, in fending our people 
upon thefe coafts. From this time thcfe men con- 
traded an intercoufe and fricndfhip with Chriftians,and 
were afterwards inftrufted in the principles of Chri- 
ftianity, by feveral holy men of the order ofjefus, 
fent there by the kings of Portugal. They became 
fenfible of the ftate of ignorance wherein they had 
been fo long buried, embraced the doftrine of Chrift 
with extraordinary zeal, and returned thankfgivings 
and praife to God, who had thus brought them from 
darknefs to lighr^ 

Cabral fet fail from the Brafils on the 29th of April. 
On the 9th of next month, the failors faw a cloud ga- 
thering, and in a (hort time the whole heavens were 
overfpread with pirchy darknefs. The fea began to 
fwell, and the billows to beat ; this threw the fleet into 
the utmoft conftcrnation, and all hands went to work 
to take in the fails ; but the tempeft came upon them 
fo fudden and furious, that before many of the (hips 
had time to make preparations for weathering the dorm, 
four of them were dalhed to piece??, and fwaliowed up 
in the waves, and every foul aboard perifhed. This 
was certainly a mod moving fpeftacle to the reft of 
the fleet, to behold their friends, their fellow com^ 
panions, nay, many of their near relations, in foch di- 
ftrefs; and yet not to have it in their power to rcicue 
them from fo horrible a death. The remaining fcvcn 
jfhips proceeded in their courfe, but in a fhort time 
'^ere again feparaced by hard weather ; however,at lafl: 
they all met together on the 27th of July, except one 
which had put back to Portugal, with only fix of her 
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men furviving. The reft of their crew had been cut 
off by thirft, hunger, and various other calamities. 

The fix remaing (hips having turned the Cape,camc 
in fight of a moft plea'ant country, covered withtrc^s, 
abounding in cattle, and watered with excellent rivers. 
But notwithftanding the Portuguefc were in the utmofl: 
diftrefs f )r provifions, yet the inhabitants would fup- 
ply them with nothing, nor enter into any kind of 
correfpondence with them : they therefore proceeded 
in their courfe, and crafting along, had an agreeable 
profpeft of the whole country, rill at laft they came in 
fight of two iflands oppofite to the main land. Here 
there were two (hips lying at anchor ; thofe who were 
aboard, as foon as they fpied the Portuguefc fhips, 
crouded all their fails, and made away in a!l po(rible 
hurry. Cabrali however, foon came up with them, and 
took them : but as foon as he was informed that they 
belonged to one Fonteima, a prince of that country, 
and relation to the king of Melinda, he generoufly 
reftored the (hips, with all the gold and merchandize 
which they had brought from Zofala. 

Cabrel arrived at Mozambique on the 24th of July, 
where be watered his (liip?, without any obftrutftion ; 
having laid in a frefh fto' k of provifions, and agreed 
v/uh a pilot to conduct him to Quiloa, he proceeded 
in his voyage. Wheft he had got a little way from 
the ihore, he faw» feveral beautiful and well cultivated 
iflands, which were under the government of the king 
cF Quiloa. His dominions upon that coaft are twa 
hundred miles in extent. This kinsr, as well as all his 
fubjefts, are Mahometan?!. Some of the natives are of 
a black, others of a tawney colour. They fpeak Ara- 
bick, .and feveral other languages, which they learn 
from many different nations, who trade on thefe coafts. 
Their drefs tefembles that of the Turks or Arabians^ 
and they live in every rcfpeft with tafte and elegance. 
Qjiloa lies about four hundred miles from Mozam- 
bique. It is divided from the continent by a little 
narrow fea. The whole ifland is flocked with abun- 
dance 
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dance of plants and fine trees. It is likewifc furnifh- 
ed with many cool refrelhing fprings. Here is, at the 
fame time, great numbers of tame cattle, and vaft 
plenty of animals, which live in the foreft, and afford 
the divcrfions of hunting. The foil of the country is 
very fruitful, and with a little culture will produce 
fruits of all kinds. The city is large and populous} 
the houfes are builr with grandeur and magnificence, 
atid furnilhcd with variety of elegant furniture. The 
Ihips tht-y ufe are very much like thofe of Mozam- 
biq,ue, all of them laid over with a fort of frankin- 
cenfe, for wa.Jt of pitch. 

Cabral having come to an anchor in this port, fent 
meflengcrst) the king, whofe name was Abrahaiv^^^ 
let him know he had letters for him from the kins 
,cf Portugal, from which he might ptrceive what a 
ftrong defire Emmanuel had of entering intofriendfhip 
with him : that he himfelf would have come afhore 
to wait upon his majefty, had it not been the exprels 
orders of his royal matter, never to quit the fleet on 
any account wha^foever : that he therefore hoped his 
fnajefty would be fo indulgent as to fix upon fome 
place on the water, where they might have a confe- 
rence. The king received the meffengers in the moft 
kindly manner 5 and returned anfwer by them to Ca- 
bral, * That he was extremely glad to hear of his 
^ arrival : that he had conceived the higheft regard 

* for Emmanuel, whom he believed to be a prince 

* endowed with the greatefl virtues, atid would chear- 

* fully embrace this opportunity of entering into friend- 

* fliip With fo renowned a monarch : and, fince he 

* C(>uld n'^t have the pleafure of feeing Cabral afhore^ 

* and receiving his difpatches there, he would there- 

* fore the very next day have a meeting with him by 

* water.' Then he fent one of his domcfticks to 
Cabral, with prcicnts. 

The following day fome fmall vcfrcls^adorned in the 
richeft manner, were got ready, to convey his majcfty 
IP ^e jQeet. His attendants were all clad in purple or 
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gold embroidery, or in filk and fine cotton. They 
were armed with fwords and daggers, the handles of 
which were fet with diamonds. The water refound- 
cd with the joyful mufick of their flutes and trumpets. 
The Portuguefe on the other hand, faluted them with 
their cannon, and made other demonftrations of joy. 
Cabral ordered all his officers to drefs themfelves in 
the moil elegant manner, and to put ofFin their long- 
boats. He himfclf did the fame. When they came 
up with the king's boat, Cabral faluted his majefty in 
the moft refpeflful manner ; then he delivered the let- 
ters from Emmanuel, wrote in the Arabian language, 
and communicated to him the particulars of his em- 
bafly. All which the king received wLtJi vifible marks 
of fatisfaftion ; and faid he would always account Em- 
fnanuel as a brother, and at all times ftudy to advance 
his honour, and promote his intcrtft. It was agreed 
upon that Cabra! Ihould next day fend a perfon afhore 
to confirm their friend (hip by a league. When things 
were about to be fettled on this amicable footing, the 
Arabian merchants interfered with their wonted ma- 
lice, accufing our people of wickcdnefs and cruelty : 
they faid they were aftonifh».^d at the fimpLcity of the 
king, in repofing confidence in a crew of pyrates, who, 
if their mifchievous fchemes were not fruftrated, would, 
under a mafk of friendfhip, in a few years ftrip him of 
all his pofleffioos. Thefe mifchievous calumnies 
wrought fuch an efi^edt on the king, that he not only 
laid afide all thoughts of making a league with our 
people, but even contracted the moft inveterate hatred 
againft them. He accordingly ordered the city to be 
reinforced with foldiers, the garrifon to be ftrengthened, 
and all fuch other preparations to be made as are ufual 
in fea-ports, when the enemy is in the harbour. 

Cabral having got intelligence of thefe things, by one 
Homeris, brother to the king of Melinda, who hap- 
pened to be then at Qijiloa, he was refolved to wafte 
no more time here, and accordingly proceeded in his 
courfc for Melinda, 

The 
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The arrival of pur people ih this place gave the king 
moft incxpreflible joy: he humediately took care ia 
provide a fiifficient quantity of provifions and rcfreftiing 
fruits for the whole fleet. 

Cabral had brought back the embaffador whom the 
kin^ of Mclinda fent to Portugal by Gama. Him he 
fcnt immediately afhore, and at the fame time difpatched 
fome of hi^ men with many valuable prcfents fcnt to the 
king by Emmanuel. The eaftern monarchs arje fond 
bf (hew and oftentation, and take a particular pride, in 
Ihewing their fubjefts the prefents they receive from fo- 
reign princes: accordingly the king of Melinda ap- 
peared next day in public, feated on a fine horfe, a- * 
domed with the richeft furniture, which anrongft other 
things, had been fent him by Emmanuel. In this 
manner he went to the fea fide, where Cabral and all 
the Portiiguefe officers waited for him in their boat?* 
There they met and received each other in the moll 
courteous and friendly manner. The admiral, how- 
ever, tho' prelfed in the ftrongeft terms, to remain 
at this place for fome time, yet he made but a very 
(hort ftay. At his departure he left two exiles, who 
Were, if poflible, to travel into that part of Ethiopia 
which lies above Egypt, where Emmanuel had heard 
there was a Chriflian prince, and'to inform themfclve* 
of the manners and cuftoms of the people under his 
ibverelgnty. 

The fleet weighed from Melinda on the 7th of 
Augufl:; and having a fair wind, they croflTed over 
the Indian ocean, and made the iflands of Anchediva 
on the 2 2d. The admiral anchored here a few ciayi 
to refrcfli his men after their faiigue y thence he fl:eer- 
cd for Calicut, which he reached on the 30th. The 
zamorin or emperor, as Toon as he heard of the arrival 
of our people, difpatched two of his naires or noble- 
men, and a merchant of confiderable intcreft, a na- 
tive of Cambaya, in his name,. to falute the forcuguefe 
admiral. Cabral treated them with the urmoft ref- 
pedt,- and, at their departure, fcnt .afhore with thern 

Johtt 
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Jx>hn Sala, a gentleman of nobility, who had accom* 
panied Gama to India, together with Jafper Gania, 
the Jew who had formerly been in the fervice of Zabaio, 
and having afterwards become a Chriftian^ had affumed 
the name of his friend and patron. He fcnt likewife 
four of the Indian noblemen whom Gama had carried 
to Portugal, dreffcd in the Portuguefc faftiion. The 
fight of thefe men gave the zamorin mod inexpreflible 
plealure. 

The Ziimorin refolved to give audience to Cabral in 
one of his royal feats, not far from the fea fhore. Ac* 
cordingly went thither in grand proceffion, attended 
by feveral of his nobles, preceded with the mufick of 
gold and filver trumpets of the moft exquifite work- 
manfhip, and all other demonftrations of joy. Cabral 
fet out froni the fleet with feveral of his officers, leav- 
ing the command, in his abfence, toSancius Thoares. 
As foon as he came afhore, he was met by many of 
the nobility, who having ordered a fedan to be brought 
for the admiral, follpwed him a>foot, and in this man- 
ner, conducted him to the palace. The building was 
grand and magnificent ; and the infide adorned with 
filk-embroidercd tapeftry. The zamorin was clad in 
the richeft attire, fparkling with the moft brilliant dia- 
monds. Cabral having paid his compliments to the 
king, was fcated by him in a filver chair. After Em- 
manuel's letters were read, and interpreted by Jafper, 
they begun then to treat about a friendly aliiancc. The 
zamorin made the warmeft proteftations of friendfhip, 
and even promifcd more than Cabral requefted. He 
gave to all the Portuguefc the liberty of a free trade 
in his dominions, and afTured them of his protedtion.. 
Befides,he afiigned to them a large houfc near the (hore, 
which he henceforth appropriated for the ufe and con- 
venience of thofc who were to tranfaft the affairs of 
king Emmanuel. To confirm and perpetuate this do- 
nation, he ordered it to be recorded on a golden ta- 
ble. He gave orders likewife, that a ftandard fhould 
be fixed on the top of the building, with the arms of 

Emmaiiue 
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tT!hu'i 'TT^^ thereupon, as a public teftfmony 
that this houle beonged to his Portuguefe maieft/ 

Jlfnce"! * ^'""^ °' ^'^ ^'^'^'°" ^"'^ -S^^d ^or' tS 

Mean while tlie zamorin being informed,that a kr<r» 
ftjp, having aboard an elephant of the moft i ^ 
flrous fize had fct fail f.om^CoIcht. to Tnvade ^ 
kmgdorn of Can^baya, he fcnt t. Cabral, coiiurint ht 
by all .he t.es of fr.endfbip, that he ^uid* tafe Z 

?/?;; K J'''- ''''' t" "''8''' '^^^^ « particular acc<in 
of the behaviour of our people, he difpatchcd ?oS 

h^s Arabian domcfticks to obfcrve the engaae^nf 
Cabral fcnt only one fm^ll fhip, commanded by Pedro 
Ata.de to whom he likewife joined three able offic S^ 
DuartePacheco, Vafco Silveria. and John Sala. WhS 
Chezamonn faw that Cabral made (o light of furh 2 
'large ftip furnifted with fo many mSl ^d wit J 
fuchabundance of warlike ftores. he was perfe<5irftruck 
wuh aftonifliment, and with the greateft imoatien^ 
waited the event. ^mpatjence 

Our people had fcarce time to put themfclves in 
readmcf; when the (hip appeared in fiaht Thev Li 
towards her in full fa?, ^et in fuch^ manler'an^o: 
to approach too n.gh, left they might be ov.rwhdi^M 
^y the enemy s darts thrown from^a Ihip ofTo I^eat 
he^ht: keeling at a moderate di (lance, h y fj' 
bnfkly plied her w.th their cannon ; they ki'lld 3 
wounded feveral of the enemy, ,nd damayd'the ^"p 
m many places. The enemy at firft feemTd to deS ? 
our people loobng upon them to be greatly thS 
fenors. and exclaiming againft them in a hau4ry „, 
folent manner ; but they foon changed thdr ro^ 
upon feeing the.r fliip fo much battered, and fo 
many cf the.r men killed ; then they beg^n o defoair 
and endeavoured to fave themfelvcs brflieht Thl 
Portuguefe ffiip purfued her; but by Sr ofTS: 
night, flic got into the harbour of Cananor, forty m I„ 
north of Cahcut, where four Arabian veflels lav « 
anchor, Qur people watched very wrefuliy, to pre. 
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^cnt her efcape, ancj by day*break prepared to renev/ 
their attack ; they threw her into fiKh confternation, 
that (he quitted tlie port, and put to fea again. The 
Portuguefe (hip being clean and light,fc;on came up with 
her, and annoyed her in luch a manner, that they 
made her fteer what courfe they pleafed,- and at laft 
drove her in triumph before them into the harbour of 
Calicut. The zamorin was filled with amazement, and 
having anced the particulars of the aftion, from thofe 
he had fcnt to oblerve the engagement, their anfwef 
was. That never before had they beheld men of the lik^ 
courage, intrepidity, dexterity in arms, and alacrity in 
encountering dangers. He fent to the admiral defiring 
he would fend him thofe men who had behaved fo 
heroically: Cabral comply *d with his requeft. When 
the Portuguefe came before his majefty, he bcftowed 
upon them the highcft encomiums, and gave them 
fivcral prelents r above all he diftinguifhed Pachcca, 
who, according to the information he received from 
the Arabians, who had been prefent at the engiigemcnt, 
fignalized himfelf in fhe molt extraordinary manner. 

But the more this aflfeir raifcd the fame of our peo* 
pie, the more did it excite the jeabufy and hatred of 
the Arabian merchants. Thefe men endeavoured to 
hinder the Portuguefe frorh procirring (bch a quantity 
of pepper and fpices as they wanted to buy. la order 
to efFc6t' their malicious purpofes, they had recoarfe 
to many tricks and ftratagems ; they endeavoured to 
infufe into the zamorin the greateft hatred' of our 
people, and raifed againft them the vileft afperfions. 
They went about to all the proprietors of the fpice^i 
giving the higheft price for this commodity, and hoard- 
ing it up privately, that none might come to the Por* 
tuguefe. The zamorin notwithftanding all his boafted 
friendihip, connived at thefe proceedings. Cabral 
■had indeed fufpefted his honour fome time before, 
when thehoftages which he had aboard having jumped 
into the fca, fv/am a(hore : fome of them were taken a- 
gain, others cfcaped ; of thefe the king made no ref- 

z ticution 
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titucion^ npr did he give the lead fadsfadtion CoQbral 
tipon that account. 

The admiral bfeing nettled at thefe things, fern a 
p'crfoh to thfe zamorirt, to complain of this hard and 
unjuft treatment, telling him, * That he had engaged 

* his honour, that the Portuguefe ihips ftiould re- 
^ ceivc their cargo within twenty days j whereas three 
^ months ^ere how elapfed, and nbt one of them had 

* yet got her loading, whilft the Afabiah Ihips were 

* fiippli^d with great for vyardncfsi which was contrary 

* to th6 articles of the treaty : for there it was cxpref- 

* fed, that no nation whatfoever fliould be allowed to 
^ purchafe any (Quantity of fpic'^rs, till the Portuguefe 

* Ihips had received their full cargo. Me therefore 

* earncftly entreated his hiijefty 16 prefervc his dig*- 
^ nity, and alt up to his honour: that the time was 
^ almoft at hand When the Portuguefe muft depart^ 
^ not Was it potfible fbr them to loiter away any more 
^ of their tirtie in th^t port.* The zamorin, when he 
received this nfieflage, pretended to be highly offended 
at the behavibur of the Arabian .merchants: * But 

* (laid h(i) finte fhey have been fo daring and pfefump- 

* tuous as to take in their loading, contrary to my 

* command?^ I therefore give Cabral full liberty^ after 
^ paying the value of the fpices to.th<: merchants, to 
^ unload the Arabiiih veflels, and put jche cargo aboard 
^ the Portuguefe fliips/ 

Cabral having feteived this anfwer, .was very ap- 
prchenfive that there might be fonie villainous arti- 
fice cloaked under this Oondefcenfion of the zamorin ; 
For if he fhould nfiake ufe of the power given him, 
he forefiw this would highly cxafperate all the Ara- 
bians, who being miitierous and powerful, might fall 
lipon ^nd deftroy the f^ortiiglkze who were alhore. 
And however fatal the conlequences might prove, 
the zamorin Would clear himfelf, by throwing the blame 
upon our people, who had begun the difturbance, or 
upon the Arabians who had afted contrary to his 
brders. Cabral remained in fufpence, not kpowing 
' • Vot. I. 1 what 
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l?hat expedient to have recourre ta^ m the mean while 
Ayres Correa, who was left in the houfe afliore, a9 
chief agent of the Porti^uefe affairs, wrote to the ad^ 
miral, pfelTing him in the (Irongeft ternis, that her 
jvould make ufe of ^he liberty granted Uxn by the 
zamorin, and take by force from the Arabians the 
goods they had procured by fuch fraudulent methods » 
otherwife, he laid, the Portuguefe fhips muft return 
home empty, without any thing to countervail the ex^- 
|)ence and fatigue of fo tedious a voyage. Cabrai, how-* 
. tver, ftUt heficating, Correa urged turn more and more^ 
conjuring him not to foSct his name to be tarni(hc4 
With the reproaches of cowardice and maftivity, nor 
to lillow his mafter Emmanuel to be depri^d of fucb 
great advantj^es as be bad in Ms power to procure 
him. Befides, he called upon all the Portoguefe to beajr 
Witnefs of his zeal to promote the intereft of EmmanueU 
he Iikewifeinrifted that his behaybur fhould berecc»-ded 
in their journals, that it might from thence appear hfr 
had done his utmofl: for the fervice of his royai ma- 
Aer ; and that the whole blame ought to be laid ott 
the admiral, who was unwilling to exert himfetf with 
proper ffririf . 

Cabral perfuaded by the rntreaties, or rather ftimo- 
lated by the reproaches of Correa, was now determined 
io do fomething to prevent any future afperfions ou 
his cohdod. There was, at this time, a (hip lying 
without the harbour, which having got in all 
her loading, was ready to put to fea. Accordingly 
he &nt a perfi)n^ in his name, to tell the captain and 
lAafter of the veflel not to depart ; for that he bad a 
power from the zamorin to detaia any fhip in thst 
lea. Btit the officers of the ihi^ paying no regard to 
the admirals authority, he manned and armed fome^ 
of his boats, and ordered thofe aboard to tow back the 
ihip into the harbour, whfch was accordingly execfited 
with great expedition* The owner of the (hip was ah 
Arabian, a man. immenfely rich, and of great intercft 
amorigft all the leading men of CaliciH. When he 

, bc«td 
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beanl of this liSair^ he was enraged to tfie higeft de^ 
jree^ and having got together all his friends and rela^^ 
fiohs, he laid the matter before them, aiid in the mofi 
bitteir terttis toihjdained of the fcandalous and unjuft. 
treatment he had received from our people. His re- 
fentmeh^ of itfelif ibfKcienil/heated, was ftill further 
inflamed by the malicious fpeeches of every one prelent^ 
who all agreed that they would fooner fuffer death than 
tamely put up with fuch ah indignity. Accordingly 
they went all in a body to the king, exclaiming againft 
fo heinous an adtlon. * Thefe Chriftians (they faid) 
^ now carry things with ib high a hatid as to dare even 
*^ to attack thofe who are under the fan^ion of his ma« 

* jefty V gbvernmcnt i ahd as if ihey were already 
'^ lord^ of the kingdom, takie upon them to dilate 

* their tokhmands, forcibly to drag (hips into the 

* harbtiiir, and even in the king^s fight to oflfer vio- 
^ lence to his fuii^i^s. Such infults as thefe (the/ 
^ faid) ftrUck at the honour of his crown ; and if 

* the authors of them Were not feverely puriifhed, thtf 
^ confequence would be, that thefe men would attempt 
« ftill greater crimes^ nor would fhcy fcruple at laft to 
^ <^fier violence to his facrfed pcrfon, Mtoreover they 
< added, that it was certainly owing to thdt excels of 
^ clemency and good nature in his majefty, that ftrangem 
"^ fo deftitute, and fo unacquainted with the Indianf 
'^ manners) Ihould dare to a6t in defiance of fo great 
'^ a prince, and behave in fuch an infoledt and auda« 

* cious manner.* 

The Zjathorin made fuch a reply to the Arabians, aa^ 
plainly fliewed he would not be difpleafed with atiy 
K:heme they could deVife for the rum of the Portu- 
guefe: accordingly they, and fevcral of the nairds, 
went in a riotous manner to the houfe where our people 
lived, Without the lead apprehenfion of danger. Cor* 
rcA made a fignal to the fleer, to let them know the 
danger with which he was threatened. He had with 
him only 70 of the Portuguefe, whilft there were about 
4000 of the Arabians who befet the-bQUfc. Cabr-al, 

I z being 
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being at this time fick of an ague, was obliged to di& 
patch Sancius Tobaris, with a detachment in (he long 
boats to aflTitl the Portuguefe afhore ; and, if poflible, 
to refcue them from their prefent danger. The Ara- 
bians, in the mean while, having forced open the gate 
with hatchets, and broke down part of the walls^ threw 
;n their darts, and entering fword in hand, endeavour- 
ed to deftroy all the Portuguefe within, before they 
could receive afliftance. They, on the other hand, 
made a mod obflinate reHflance ; and as their fate 
feemed inevitable, were determined to fell their lives 
dear. Some of them, however, forming themfelves 
into a body, forced their way to the fea-fidc ; where 
baving joined themfelves with the Portuguefe fent to 
their fuccour, they renewed the attack on the enemy; 
and, having driven them back a little, by this means 
made their retreat into the boats more pradicaUe, 
Of the 70 Portuguefe who refidcd afhore, 50 were 
killed, amongft whom was Ayres Correa ; twenty 
made their efcape, but mod of thefe were fb defperate- 
}y wounded, that the greateft part of them died fbon 
after. Henry, thief of the friars, was amongft the 
wounded. Correa had brought to India his little font 
Antonio, a boy about ten years of age, whom Nun- 
noe Leitan, a Portuguefe dragoon, defended with the 
greateft refolution, and conveyed fafe to the water-fide. 
Here he was greatly perple^c t how to get him conveyed 
into the boat, which Uy at fome diftance ; but a fai- 
lor touched with compaffion for this young creature, 
took him upon his ihoulders, and, with the greateft 
danger of his own life, gencroufly faved the boy ; who 
afterwards proved a man of great gallantry, and figna- 
Ijzed himfdf by many-brave and valiant atchievemcnts. 
This Daughter was committed on our people on the 
17th day of December 1500. 

• Cabral was extrenicly grieved at this melancholy af- 
fair, and his fever of itfelf very violent, was ftill more 
increafcd by the for row he felt for the death of Gor- 
rca 1 hovvevQT, he was refolved not to attempt any re- 
, . vcnge 
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vengc till he fhoiild fee what excufe the zamotin wpuI4 
make, or whether he would punifh the authors of this 
cruelty. But finding that prince to be quite filent up- 
pn that head, l\t then concluded him to be not only- 
privy to, but aifo.a promoter of this horrid wickedr 
hefs ; he, therefore, by the unanimous approbation of 
ail his officers, attack(5d ten large Arabian /hips in the 
harbour. The engagement, for fome time, was fierce 
and warm on both , fides. The Portuguefe, however, 
ac lafl, with uncommon fury boarding the mip^, took 
ample vengeance for the death qf their countrymen, 
having killed above 600 of the enemy. They plun^ 
dercd the veflels, and being iq great want of hands, 
they put all the prifoners aboard their o^yn fhips. They 
found likewife three elephants, and (being Ihort. 
of provifions) killed and falted them for; food T'^ey 
afterwards fired the (hips, amongft which was one 
belonging to the Arabian who had raifed the late 
tuniult. The flames alarmed and frightened the 
people at Calicut, who ran up an4 down in the ipofl- 
diftraftcd manner, lifting up their hands to heaven^ anc^ 
yttering the moft horrid imprecations ; but nbne had 
courage to oppqfc the Portuguefe. The (hips being 
thus deftroyed, in fighc of the zamorin, Cabral, the 
following day, put bis fleet in a proper difpofition ta 
batter the city with his cannon : he demolifhed many, 
of the private, a; well as public buildings, a^d made 
great havock amongft the inhabitants. Xhe zamorin^ 
when he faw one of his dearefl: friends laid dead at his 
feet by a cannon ball, was ftrucli; with a oanic, and be^ 
took himfelf to flight, 

Cabral having thus taken vengeance of thjai^ per-! 
fidious people, failed for Cochin 5 the prince of this^ 
place being, as he heard, defirous of cultiyajtipg ^ 
friendfhip with the Portuguefe. The city of Cpchin 
is about 70 miles fouth of Calicut; it is encircled with 
j^ winding rivci:, iyhich nat far from thence difpharge^ 
^tfelf into the fca. It has a capacious harbour* whcrq 
^ips may- ride at anchor- in fafety. The foil is poor 
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and barren, but the great npmb^r of t^ec$ whjch grow 
here, makes the country look notunpleafanr. tt abounds 
with pepper. The revenue of the prince is but fmalt, he; 
being tributary to the zaniorin of Calicut. The p[iai\- 
ners of the people very much refcmble thofc of C^licur. 
The admiral, as foon as he reached this p5)rr, fcot one. 
Michael, an Indian, to the king to inforjn him of the ar- 
rival of our people ; and tp defire that his m^efty would, 
at a reafonable r^^te, furnifli him with forpe fpices ana 
other conimodities. Michael was a moft devout and ab- 
llemious man, and had been one of that religious feet 
whom the Indians call Togues. Thefe ipep. afFedk aq 
utter coptctppt of all worldly things. They pretend 
tp defpiip riches^ and live by begginjg. They run to 
all markets and public places, where they preach up 
their partipular tenets with great zeal. The greateft 
part pf them are religioiis cheats^ who impofe upoi^ 
the ignorant multitude *, and from their fimplicity, 
gain their own felfifh ends. Michael was bred up in 
tnis falfe religion, but at the fame time pofTeiTcrd an 
honeft heart, which raifed in him an abhorrence of 
fuch a doctrine. He wa; convinced of the truths of 
Chriftianjty, and become a moft fincere convert. Thisj 
man having waited on the king, and delivered his in- 
ftruftipns, returned yith a mpft civil and polite an- 
fwer. He fa|d, the king was oyerjoyed to hear of the 
arrival pf our people, anjj wo^ld cbearfully furnilh 
them Vfith wb^tfoevcr thev wanted!. Articles of fricnd- 
ihip w/ere accordingly fetf led upon with this prince, 
and Cabral fent, feyeral perfons alhore to prcfcnt hin^ 
with fomc filyer veflets ; ^nd, at the fame time, to 
buy up a qjjan^ity of (pices. Thefe men were received 
by the king in a moft friendly manner; he affigned 
thefn a ftrpng . largje houfe tp fefide in till they ha4 
6nilhed jhejr by finely, and appointed fcveral of the 
riaires to. guard and prof e(9t them. . • . 

Whilft things were carried on at Cochin, in this 
friendly manner, embaffadors came from the kings ot 
^ananor and Goulam, dcfiring the frichdfhip of'our 
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people, and inviting them into tbdr ports. Cabral 
returned them thanks for their friendly intentions ; at 
the fanic time teliing them^ * That he had already en- 
f gaged to take his g09ds from the king of Cochin ; 

* however, he acknowledged h^mfelf as much d)ligc<f 
f to them a:s if he had accepted of their kindnefe^ 

* But if it fhoiild happen that he couid not get a fut 
:• ficient loading jfor his (hips atCochin^ then hq would 
5 embrace the opportuoity of trading with them.* 
Whilft the fhips were "taking iti their lading ^ith great 
f or wardnefs, two. Indian chriftians, of ^he city jof Cran- 
ganor, about 20 miles diftant from thjcnce. came to 
Cochin. Thefc men being inftruded in the gofpel 
propagate^ in India by $t. Thomas, ha(| for many 
years adhered to the Chriftiin faith with great zeaf 
and conftancy -, they waited on Cabral, and entreated 
him tp carry then? to Portugal, that they inight travel 
Jrom thence to Rqme and Jerufelcm, to vifit thdfe 
places where Chrift and his apoftles had formerly 

^reached. The admiral granted their requeft *wit^ 

:reat chearfulnefs. 

The (hips were now furnjlhed with a fufficient cargo, 
when the king of Cochin re^^ved information, that 
the zamorin of Calicut, being determined to revenge 
fhe lofs of fo many of bi$ fubjeds, had fitted out a fleet' 
pi tM^enty large (hips, be(idies ^ great number of fmali 
vcfleis, with 15000 (bidders aboard. The king im- 
mediately communicated this to Cabral,, who having 
put his fleet in read|Sie(s for an engagement, failed dt« 
teftly tQ {neet tfee enemy ; but the wind being onfa- 
f ourable, he could iK>t f41 in with theiii. The enemy^ 
feeing wjth whsyt refolutiqn the Portugue(e made to- 
wards them* and^ at the fanre titpe, being filled with 
the mod dreadful appreheniions of the cannon, thejr 
y^ere afraid to cqme n^gh oiir people, and entirely dcr 
flined an engagement. Cabral then, without any ob- 
ftruftion, fet out on his voyage for Portugal, having 
left Goncalo Bvbofa, and Laureace Morena, with 
4^e more Portugucfe at Cochin, to manage the af- 
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fairs of Emmanuel ac that place. When he caipe up- 
on the coaft of Cananor^ he was again invited by that 
king to furnilh his (hips ^yith whatever they wanted. 
He accepted the invitation, and entered that port in 
the year 1501. The ciiy of Cananor is I^^rge and fpa-- 
cious, {landing upon a bay, which niakes a mod com- 
modious harbour. The country abounds in all the ne- 
ceflaries of life. The king who then reigned Was 
rich and liberal ; and as to hu government and way of 
living, little differing from the reft of the princes in 
Malabar. Cabr^l bought here a quantity of ginger 
and cinnamon j but the king having undtrftood that 
he did not purchafe fo much as W4S offered to him, 
ioiagined this was owing to a want pf money ; for 
which reafon he fent to the admiral, telling him ha 
was forry to hear that our people had (oft all their mo- 
ney and effeds at Calicut ; but that his purfe was at 
their fervice; which, if they would make ufe of with 
the lame freedom as that of their own king Emmanuel, 
it would give him the higheft pleafure. Cabral re-^ 
turned him moft hearty thanks for this friendly offer 1^ 
at the fame time he (hewed the meffcngers a confider- 
able quantity of gold, that from hence his majefty. 
might underftand that it was npt froai a want of mo^ 
i^ey, but becaufe the fliips were already fqfBciently 
loaded, that he had not bought a larger ftock of goods. 
The king fent an embaflfador to Portugal with Cabral, 
to make a friendly alliance with Emmanuel. The fiee^ 
failed from this place on the 16th of January. 

When Cabral was a little way (hort of Mclinda, he 
took a large (hip very richly loaded : but when he 
found fhe belonged to an Arabian oierchant of the. 
kingdom of Cambay^, he fct her at liberty •, telling 
the comqiander, * That Emmanuel was at war with 
*,none in India but the zamorin of Calicut, and the 

* Arabian$of Mecca; from whom he had received the 

* greatcft indignities.' The fleet, after having pro- 
ceeded a little way further, met with a moft boiftcrous 
ftorm. The fhip commanded by Sancius Toyar, ww 
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driven upon a bank, but the crew and cargo were faved. 
Gabral ordered the (hip to be burnt, that it might be 
of no fervice to any enemy ; but, not with (landing this, 
precaution, the king of Mombaze, by divers, and the 
help of machines, afterwards found means to draw the 
cannons out of the water. The admiral intended to 
have touched at the port of Melinda, but the wind 
ijpt favouring his defign, he continued his courfe to- 
wards Mozambique. Here he repaired and victualled 
his fleet ; and having given Tovar the command of 
another (hip, he fent him to examine the coafl of Zo- 
fala, whilft he himftlf, with the reft of the fleet, failed 
homewards with all expedition ; and, after having 
fufFered much hard weather, he arrived at Lifbon oa 
the 31ft day of July. 

Epimanuel was greatly overjoyed at the arrival of 
Cabral -, though, at the fame time, his joy was not a 
little damped by the forrow he felt for the lofs of fo 
many brave men, partly fwallowed up in the deep, 
and partly killed in a cruel and villainous manner. 
The king, fome time before the admiral came to Li& 
bon, bad fent another fleet to India, under the com- 
mand of John de Nova, a very gallant gentleman. It 
confi(led, however, only of three fhips 5 for as Em- 
manuel thought that the fquadron he had fent with 
Cabral the foregoing year, would be ftrong enough 
either to procure a peace, or to carry on war with the 
zamorin of Calicut, he therefore concluded, that this 
finall reinforcement would be fufEcient. But when he 
found by the account Cabral gave, to what dangers 
the Portugqefc had been expofcd, and what confpira- 
cies had been formed againft them, be then determined 
to fend out a much larger force. Accordingly, the 
following year he fitted out a fleet of ten fliips for In- 
dia, to each of which he afllgned brave and able of- 
ficers, and appointed Vafco de Gama admiral. Ac 
the fame time he ordered five more to be equipped, 
|he command of which he gave to Vincent Sodre, a 
m^n of great courage, whofe inftrudions were to fcqur 
' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ' th^ 



f 22 The H I? T HL y of ^ook lU 

the Indian ocean, and to feize all the Arabian Ihip^ 
which ftiQuId fair from Mecca to India. This fleet pf 
fifteen Ihips being fuf niflied with every thing peceflTarjr 
ifor the voyage, failed from the port of Bcdilenri ou 
the loth of February : nor did he think this force al- 
together fufficient to carry on his great defigns in I^* 
dia ; for fo^on after he ordered five more to be got 
ready, whkh failed from Lifbon on ihe firft of April^ 
and ftecred the fame courfe, under the command of 
Stephen Gama, firft coufin of Vaico. 

This fame year queen M.iry was delivered of her 
firft fon. The day on which be was born was made 
piemorable by a violent ftorp, fuch as the oldeft meri 
living did not remember to have {ten the hke. A 
gloomy darknefs feenied to cover the whole face of the 
earth ; and it thundered and lightened to fuch a de- 
gree, that the ipoft brave and intrepid perfons were 
filled with fear and confternation. Many houfes were 
Ipeat down, trees were torn up by the violence of the 
hurricane ; whilft at the fame time, the fafl of rai(j 
was fo great, that not only the ftreets, but many of the 
houfes were filled with water. When, the tempcft 
ceafed, then Epmanuel and his people refumed their 
joy for the birth of the young prince. A veek after- 
wards the child was baptized by the name of John; 
Pedro Pafcal, the Venetian ambafTador, was one of 
the fponfors; this gentleman had been deputed by thQ 
Venetians, to return Emmanuel thanks for the fket 
fent to their affiftance, and to aflure his majefty, that 
the fenate and people of Venice would always retain a 
grateful fenfc of his kindnefs. The kjng conferred 
upon him the honour of knighthood with his owq 
hands; and at his departure, loaded him with man]^ 
valuable prefents. Paftal being cHpipeci wijh this ge-* 
nerofity of Emmanuel, when he returned hoine be* 
flowed the higheft encomiums upon him, and inf^tred 
all the Vcnetianswith the utmoft love and Vcfpfdl- for h^; 
Portuguefe majefty. The day the young j^rince was 
baptized^thepalacefiiddenly took fire; but by timely af^ 
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fiftancc it jvas fopn extinqifbed. This fame year Em- 
inanuel ficted out another fleet, which he fenc to the 
ftrcights of Gibraltar, to curb the infolence of the Moors: 
but they performed nothing worthy to be related. 

In the rnean whjle John de Nova proceeded in his 
yoyage wifh yery favourable weather. Having pafled 
the Line, he difcovered an ifland hitherto" unknown to 
pur people; this he called the ifland of Conception, 
irhe next place he touched at was Agua de S. Bias, 
where he proppfed tq water the fhips. Here he fpied 
an old (hoe hanging upon the branches of a tree, 
)¥hich, a$ he concluded it muft be hung there for lome 
particular purpofe, he ordered to be brought to him. 
ft contained a letter wrote by Pedro Ataide, warning 
the Portuguefe who Ihould touch at that place in their 
way to India, ' To beware of the zamorin of Caiicur, 
• Yfho had behaved to our people in the mod cruel and' 
f perfidious manner i and endeavoured, byallpoffible 
f means, to bring about their dcftrudion.* When Nova* 
jnade Qyiioa, he found one of the exiles, who de* 
livered him a letter, from Cabral, much fe the fanKJ 
effcd* At ]S5leUnda he was informed by the king of 
^{le various fchemes and plots fortned againft Cabral by 
the king and people of Calkut. Thence he (leered for 
Anchcdiva, where he watered his (hips, and made dt» 
fcftly for Cananor. The king received him with 
pbe higheft marks of friendihip and hofpitality. 

Whilft Nova remained at this place, there came to' 
him Guhdiflalyo Peixot, a, Portuguefe, who, during 
ttc tumult ip which Aires Gorrea was (lain, had been 
pioft miraculpufly fayed by the generous proteAion of 
one Coje Sequi, who, though an Arabian, had jM-oved 
a-, mbft excellent friend to our people. This Portu- 
guefe was fcnt by ordcir of the zamorin from Calicut 
to Nova, to (et forth to hini, * That the tumult where- 
♦jn fo many of the I^orcuguefe fuffered, had been 
f raifed, and carried on by an enraged multitude, cn- 
^ tirely without the approbation, or even knowledge, of 
f his majc(Vy, who de(ired nothing more th^n the cul- 
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* tivating oF a friendlhip with Emmanuel ; and that it 

* would give him the highcft pleafure if Nova would 
^ come to Calicut, where he promifed he fliould be 

* treated in the moft friendly manner, and receive fuchr 

* a c4rgo of goods as would enable him to acquire 

* the riches of a prince.' Peixot having delivered this 
n^elTage from the zamorin to Nova, next communi- 
cated to him the private inftruftiong received from Co-. 
jp Bequi, who advifed the admiral • not to give the 

* le^ft faith to that perfidious prince*, who, he faid^ 

* wanted only to decoy the Portuguefe into his" power,* 

* that he might have an opportunity to deftroy them 5' 

* gnd that whoever was fo foolifli as to put any con- 

* fidencc in a man void of ail honour^ would certainly 

* fpfFer for his fimplicity.^ Nova therefore returned 
no anf^yer to the zamorin ^ qof d\d Peixot go back tq^^ 
C;»licut. 

The admiral, after having ftayed a (hort time at Ca;* 
nanor, proceeded for Cochin. In his way thither be 
fell in with a (hip from Calicut, which having taken, 
he plundered and burnt ; foon after he reached the har- 
bour of Cochin. His arrival there was matter of great 
joy to the Portuguefe in that place ; who now jboked- 
upon themfelves as delivered from the jaws of death ^ 
for notwithftanding the king himfelf behaved to them 
lyith the greatcft humanity, and appointed fcvcral of- 
his nobles as their proteftors, yet they lived in the utr 
moft danger frqm the Arabians, who were very nur 
merous in that city. The king treated Nova with the. 
highcft civility ; and in every refpeft acquitted himfelf 
like a man of honour and probity. 

The admiral managed all his affairs at Cochin ao 
cording to his wiihes ; and having almoft loaded hi^^ 
ihips, he failed back to Cananor to take in a quantity. 
of fpices, which were accordingly furniflied him with 
great civility and readinefs. When he was about to 
depart from thence, the king of Cananor, informed 
him. That the zamorin of Calicut had fitted out abovci* 
80 veffcls, which were to be ftaiioned at the mouth .of: 
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the harbour-, fo that the Portugucfe fliips being thus 
blocked up, might be more cafily deftroycd: he there- 
fore advifed Nova to advance nearer to the Ihore, that 
\ he might be enabled to affifthim with his land forces ;i 
I for he could not conceive that four fhips could ftand 
before fuch a powerful fleet. Nova returned the king 
thanks for this new inftance of his friendfliip, and bid 
him not be uneafy about the fate of our people. He 
fald, he put his truft in the Almighty God, and re- 
lying upon his divine proteftion, would not be afraid 
to encounter the mod formidable enemy. 

Nova next day defcriea the fleet from Calicut, cbn- 
iifting of above 100 (hips, in the entrance of the har- 
bour : he difpofed his fhips in fuch a manner, that 
they might be able to ufe all their guns at once. He 
charged the officers by all means to beware of coming 
to clofe quarters with fo numerous an enemy ; for their 
lafety was chiefly placed in obferving this precaution. 
He ordered the artillery to be managed fo as to make 
a continual difcharge upon the enemy j for if the firing 
ihouid ceafe at any time, he forefaw the Portuguefe 
muft fall into the moft imminent danger. Thefe or- 
ders were accordingly executed with the utmoft exa6t- 
nefs ; and our people, with great brisknefs and emula- 
tion, continued playing their cannon till fun-fet. There 
were killed 417 of the enemy, befides a great many 
wounded ; and fome of their ihips were funk, whilfl: 
the Portuguefe fuftained no lofs. The enemy hoiftcd 
an enCgn of peace; Nova fufpcfting this might be 
ibme fl.ratagem, ordered the attack to be renewed. 
They fcnt an Arabian to the admiral, defiring a truce 
for that night. Nova anfwered^ he would grant their 
requeft, on condition they fhould immediately remove 
their Ihips from the entrance of the harbour, and al- 
low him a free paffage. The enemy very readily com- 
plied with this demand ^ and Nova having failed out 
of the bay, the two fleets lay at anchor near the mouth 
of the harbour, at a litde diftance from each other. 
The Calicuiians, however, not regarding the truce. 

Ice 
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let down fome perfons into the Cai whd were to fwini 
to the Portuguefc Ibips, iand try to cut the ca- 
bles : ibey dilpatchcd, at the faiiic dme; a number t>f 
boats, with fev^r^i then aboard. Who, as (bon as thii 
tvas compleated, were to throw lighted torches into the 
Ihips. But this villainbds cdntrhrance, Which inighc 
have bcien attended vrith the hioft fatal confecjuencesi 
was happily difcovtredi and fruftratcd by the vigilanc^ 
and afliduity bf out* people; The eberiiy (feeing the^ 
could not gairi their ends bjr open force; not kctti 
cunning, weighed , anchor, and lArich crouded fails^ 
ftood away for Calicut; , . , . , , 

Nova being thus happily deliveftd From fuch threa- 
tening dangci-, without any further delay, proceeded 
On his Voyage homewards. Wheii he h4d failed i 
little way^ he niet with a (hip of Calicut, which he 
plundered and biirnt : he then ContinU^id his cour(e| 
and had a very quick ahd eaify pifTage to the Cape. 
Some time after he turned it, he difcovered a little 
idand lying in 15 degrees fouth latitude, to which he 
gave the name of St. Helena. This ifland fta-ndin^ 
by itfelf in the mid ft of fuch a vaft ocean, feeoisi as tf 
it were to haVe been placed there by PrOVidencte, for 
the reception and fiieltCr of weather-beaten (hips irl 
their return frOm an Indian Voyage. Theire arc manf 
dtrlightful rivers in thiis place. It iis covered with fiiie 
trees, and the air is^temperate 4nd healthy : and sifceir 
i( was inhabited ahd cultivated (which we (hall t^k^ 
notice of afterwards) it abounded in all kind of cattle^ 
and the foil produced plenty of all forts of frUits and 
irefrefhing herbs; It is no^ rendered the moft ufefut 
fpot for our people who trade to India. Here they al- 
V^ays take in wood and water fbr their (hips, where 
they may likcwife have the diverfions of fifhing and 
hunting, and lay in a fupply of provifions. Nova 
having departed from Sc, Helena, fet out for Portugal^ 
where, after a very favourable and eafy Voyage, he 
arrived on the nth day of September 1502^ to the 
great joy of Emmanuel ahd ail his people. 

Emmanuel 1 
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Enimanocl this year fet out for Compoftcfla, to per^ 
form certain religious vows at the fcpulchre of St. 
Diego. When he came to Cbimbra^ he took a vie^y* 
of Che tomb of Alphonfo, that religious and invincible 
prince, who bad driven the Moors out of Portugal ^ 
be ordered it to be pulled down, and rebuilt in a moft 
fna^iBccnt manner. He took care likewife, that ac-' 
cording to the will of king John, a very grand tomb 
ihould be eredled in honour t)f Pantaleon, a moft de* 
vout perfon, who bad died a martyr for the Chriftiart 
religion : wherever be went, he behaved like a cha- 
ritable, juft, religious, and bountiful prince; providing 
for widows and orphans, enriching the churches with 
many valuable prefents, and making enquiry into the 
^ondud of the gr^at, and punifhing crimes which till 
.then had efcaped with impunity. He ftayed threer 
jdays at Compoftella, where he performed his religious 
vews with the utmoft fanftity. He adorned the church 
with a filver lamp of the moft curiqus workmanfhipj 
which he ordered to be hung up, and to burn there 
continually. He then fet out again for Lifbon : hi» 
arrival there fpread a general joy amongft all the in- 
habitants, who looked upon themfelvcs as unh^py its 
his abfence. 

In the beginning of the enfuing year *, he refumed 
his defign of carrying over an army to Africa againft the 
Moors, and heading it himieif ; but he was diverted 
from this entcrprizc by a great calamity which came 
Opon his people. In the beginning of the fpring there 
fell fuch vaft quantifies of rain as. had rotted and de- 
ft royed the Corn. The pi ice of provifions rofe cort- 
liderably^ and the famine at laii increafed to fuch a 
degree, that not only the poor, but alfo the rich were 
greatly diftfeffcd wkh ir^ They were obliged to pull up 
the roots of herbs, and for the fupport of life to eat 
^any things which they had never before taftcd. The 
food which they were neceflkated to hve upon, and the 
infedidn of the air^ brought upon them many grievous 
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and unufual diftempers. Emmanuel being thus forced 
to quit his African expedition; now turned his whold 
thoughts upon relieving the diftrcfs of his fubjefts. He 
fent to France and Britain, and imported from, thence 
vaft .quantities of corn^ and by this means quickly 
iupplied the neceQities of his kingdom. 

He difpatchcd this year fix more Ihips for Indian 
three of which were under the command of Alphonfo 
Albuquerque, and the other three under Francis Albu- 
querque, firft CDufin to the former. He difpatched 
likewife another fleets the command of which he 
gave to GundifTalvo Coe!o, who was to go ^nd take si 
further furvey of the people and country of Brafil^ 
difcovered by Cabral ; but Ccelo being unacquainted 
with the navigation on that coaft, loft four bf his 
(hips upon the (helves; and returned home With two 
only loaded chiefly with rcd-woodj (of which there is 
Tail plenty in this country) together with a great ma- 
ny parrots and monkeys* 

The king fent this fame year two fhips towards thfe 
north, to try if they could learn any thing of the fat6 
of two noblemen, who were brothers, and fuppofed 
to have' been loft, or forcibly detained in thefe parts. 
The affair happened in this manner : Jafper Coneregal^ 
a nobleman of great courage, fired with third after glo-> 
ry, and being defirous of perpetuating his fame by Ibmc 
memorable exploit, formed a dcfign of difcovering 
fome unknown country. But as almoft all the placed 
towards the fouth had been already found out by the 
Portuguefe, he therefore refolved to make a fearch to- 
wards the north. For this purpofe he fitted out ^ 
(hip at his own expence, which he furniflied with prd- 
vifions, and mann'd with a fufficient number of fol- 
dicrs and failors. He fet out from Lifbon in the year 
1500, and came at length in fight of a country, which^ 
from the beautiful verdure of the place, was called 
Greenland. The inhabitants were barbarous and url- 
civilized. Their complexion white \ which by age, 
and the exceffive coldncfs of the climatei is by degrees 

changed 
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changed info a brown colour. They are furprifingly 
fwift, very expert in archery, and the arrows they ufe 
being hardened in the fire, will wound as deep as thofe 
poinced wjtb fteel. They cloath themfelves with th c 
flcins of beatts, living in cayes or little huts covered 
with ftraw. They have no religion, though, at the 
fame time^ they are great obfervers of augury. They 
take wives in n^arriage^ but being of a jealous dil- 
poHtionj are extremely diftruftful of their honour and 
chaftity. This was the account which Corteregal gave 
of that people, on his return to Portugal. Being full 
of hopes that he fliould'make ftill further difcoveries 
on that coaft, he fet out on his fecond voyage in the 
year 1501, but never returned/, nor could it. ever be 
known what became of him. His brother Michael, 
who had a confiderable place under king Emmanuel, 
being moved with a deep concern for the lols of fo 
near a relation^ was refolved to make fome inquiry af- 
ter him i and accordingly fet out the next year, with 
two (hips, for the fame country. This gentleman fuf- 
fcrcd the like fate -, for he was never more head of. 
The king was extremely aflFedted with the lofs of two 
noblemen of fuch diftinguilhed worth, and made all 
poffiblc inquiry after them 5 but the (hips which he fent 
for that purpofe, returned without being able to learn 
any thing concerning thefe unhappy perfons. There 
was a third brother furviving, Vafco John Corteregal, 
who entertaining fome hopes that his brothers might 
be ftill alive, wanted 10 undertake the fame voyage j 
but his majtfty would not permit him to go, left he 
coo might meet the like unhappy fate. 

Emmanuel this year fummoned a general council of 
his people, that they mighr, in the fame manner as 
had been done in Spain, take the oaths of alleg'ancc 
to John his lawful hdr. This was accordingly done 
with the greateft unanimity; there were, at the fame 
time, cnadted many wife and falutary laws; and the 
council granted the king a certain fum of money, to 
defray the expcnces of his expedition to Africa. 
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In the ttiean while, Gama having doubled the Cape 
of Good Hope divided his fleet. He gave eleven (hips to 
Sod re, with orders to proceed for Mozambique,' therb 
to wait his arrival. He himfclf with four, went for 
the coaft of Zofala, to examine the nature arid fitua- 
tion of that country. Here he was received by theprincfe 
of that country in the moft friendly manner, add a league 
of friend (hip was accordingly fettled. In his return frorti 
thence, one of hi^Ihips was ftranded on the (helves at 
the mouth of the bay, but the crew were happily 
faved, and all the feoods unloaded into other (hips. 
He then proceededTto Mozambique, and had a very 
friendly conference with the prince of that place ; fof 
he who ha<d been it yariance with our people being 
now dead^ his fucce'lTor had conceived a great liking to 
the Portuguefe, and treated Gama in the moft rcfpe£t- 
fui manner. 

Gama being provided with one of the P6rtuguefe ca- 
ravels^ihtcnded that it (hould fcour that coaft, aAd do all 
poflible damage to the enemies of the Chriftian nariie : 
•he now failed for Quiloa with all the (hfps. Whilft he 
was at this place, Stephen Gama arrived there with the 
five fhips under his command -, fo that the Whole Rcet 
amounted now to 19 fail of (hips : befides, there wis 
another commanded by Antonio de Campo, but (he - 
had been feparated from the reft by hard weather. 
Ibrahim king of Quiloa, frightened with the fight of 
fo formidable a fleet, came to Gama in the moft fup- 
pliant manner. Gama put him in fetters, upon account 
of the ill treatment our people had received from hinfi* 
However, he foon kt him at liberty again, upon con- 
dition that he (hould pay a certain quantity of gold, 
as an annual tribute to Emmanuel. The king, as' a 
pledge of his performing this agreement, delivered for 
a hoftage orie Mahomed Anconi, a man of great iau- 
. thority, and next in dignity to the king himfelf. lb ^ 
him was a ''prince of great wickednefs and injuftic j 
he had paved his way to the crown by the tnurder f 
his predece(ror. His own perverfc difpofition nia' e 
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h'lm djftruftful of others ; he wa3 fufpicious of every 
one, bqt efpecially of thofe whom he obfervcd to be 
tt\m pf jgenius and abilities ; he h^d for a confiderable ' 
time very much hated Mahomed; fhis, however, he 
had concealed under an appearance of friendlhip. Now 
^ f4VourgbJe opportunity feem^d to prefent itfcif for 
his gctjting rid qf tjiis obnoxious perfon 5 he therefore 
refolVed not to pay the tribute, thinking that Gam?, 
feeing provoked by this brjeach of faith, would facrifice 
,tbe hoftagei Mahomed having at laft fecn through 
this artifice, difcovercd jthe villainous behaviour of his 
hi^Scr jco Gama 5 and having paid the tribute out of 
bis Qw^ fortune, was then fct at liberty. Gama failed 
hext for'Melirida, but thefe feas being fyvelled to a great 
degree, and the v/inds jcxceflivejy high, he could not 
hiake that port ; however, lit c^me to anchor in a bay 
about 30 (iiiles from thence. Whilft the fleet rernain- 
Md here, the king of Mclindii fent Leodovick Moore, 
bme of the ejciks left by Obral, to congratulate our 
|?d:>ple, and to^offqr his majefty's fervjce in any thing 
ihey W/antcd. 

Ggma haying watered and ViAuallcd his (hips, con- 
;tinued his cpurf^ fot India; When he had nigh 
^i5nilh*?d his voyage,he fpied a large ftiip^ which was fur- 
nished with every thing nCceflfary to enable her to make 
a iftput refiftance. This Ihip belonged to the fultan 
.of Egypt; fhe came from Calicut, loaded with gin- 
ger, fpices, and cinnamon, with a.gre^t many other 
..Valuable commodities; and was bound for Mecga, hav- 
Jrig aboard federal paffengers of diftinftion, who were 
.gping. as, pilgrims to vlfit the fepulchre of Mahomet. 
.t3ama direftly engaged her ; but the Arabians and 
rEgytiaps oppofed him with muchmore vigour th^n he 
,expe6led : they fought with fuch obftinacy, that the 
engagenjient continued till the beginning oi next day, 
Vi^hen the whole Portuguefe fleet fct upon this finglc 
iihhp ; being refolved, however, net to fink her till (he 
,was firft plundered. The enemy feeing they muft pe- 
rifh, were refolved to fell their lives at the dcareft rate. 
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The Portuguefe having at laft boarded them,- put to 
the fword above 300 men, faving only the children : 
they took a confiderable booty, and afterwards burnt 
the fhip. Gama then fleered for Cananor, where he 
landed the embaffador whom the king had fcnt to Por- 
tugal : he at the fame time fent afliorc the prefents 
from Emmanuel, which his majefty received with the 
highcft marks of fatisfadion. 

The admiral failed next for Calicut. In his way 
he took feme veffels, wherein there were about fifty 
citizens of Calicut, whom he put in irons. He an- 
chored in the harbour with all his (hips. Whilft our 
people lay here, an Arabian came to them, in the ha- 
bit of a Francifcan. This man being brought before 
Gama, owned that he was a Mahometan, and had 
dreffed himfclf in that manner, thinking by this means 
he fhould be more eafily admitted by the Portuguefe.. 
The drefs which he wore had belonged to one of 
thofe Friars who had been killed at the time when 
Correa was. He told Gama, ^ That the zamorin of 

* Calicut was ftill foUicitous of cultivating a friend- 
« fliip with the Portugefe, and highly incenfed at the 

* Arabians, who, in contempt of his authority, had 

* afted fo bafe a part towards our people.' To this 
the admiral replied, * That he was far from being a- 

* verfe to peace and amity ; on the contrary, it was 

* the exprefs orders of his royal matter, if pof- 
' fible, to make a friendly league with the people 

* of Calicut. But before he would enter into any 

* terms of friendfhip, as a proof of the zamorin's 

* fincerity, he infifted that an immediate reftitutioa 

* fhould be made of all the Portuguefe efFefts.* Mef- 
fengers were accordingly fent backwards and forwards 
for feveral days, in order to bring things to a friendly- 
accommodation. But nothing was done ; for in (hort 
the zamorin made only promifes, without any real in- 
tentions of friendfhip. Gama, having perceived his 
cunning and difTimulation, declared, that, if the goods 
which had been taken from our people, were not im- 
mediately 
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mediately reftored, he would, in revenge of Correa's 
murder, put to death all the Caiiauians whotn he had 
in irons. The zamorin returned no anfwer to this 
threatning meflage. Gama then, hurried on by refent- 
ment, hanged all the prifoners, and having cut off 
their hands and feet, ordered their bodies to be put 
into one of the Indian ^veflcls, together with a letter 
to the zamorin, wherein he denounced war againft 
him and all his people. This veffel, according to his 
orders, was towed afhore by his men. The zamorin, 
when he received this fevere letter, and at the fame 
time, faw the mangled bodies of his fubjedls, was thrown 
almoft into diftraftion, and there was a univerfal grief 
and confternation. Gama next morning, by Break of 
day, moved his fleet near to the fhore, and levelled 
his cannon at the city. He laid in ruins many pub- 
lic as well as private buildings, and killed a great num- 
ber of the inhabitants. The admiral then fteered for 
.Cochin, having left Vincent Sodre, with fix (hips, to 
cruize on the coaft of Calicut. 

Upon his arrival at Cochin, the Portuguefe who 
had remained there, immediately waited upon him. 
They beftowed the higheft encomiums upon the prince 
of that place, who had treated them with the higheft 
marks of friendlhip, and with the utmoft vigilance de- 
fended them againft all the plots and ftratagems of the 
Arabians. A perfon of great diftindion came in his 
majcfty's name to welcome the admiral. Gama re- 
ceived him in the moft courteous manner, and told 
him, that he Ihould be extremely glad next day to 
have a meeting with the king, being defirous as fbon 
as poflible to deliver his inftrudtions from Emmanuel: 
at the fame time, he fent his majefty a golden crown, 
and feveral other valuable prefjnts from the king of 
Portugal. The prince of Cochin, in his turn, was re- 
solved not to be outdone in liberality. He fent to 
Sama a very large jewel, and two bracelets fet with 
)rcciDus ftones : thefe he defired, in his name, to be 
xefcnted to Emmanuel. Next day the admiral had 
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a conference with his m^jefty, wherein they exprefled 
their friend fhip for each other in the tnoft affeCTionafe 
terms. A few days after the arrival of our people kt 
Cochin, deputies came to Gama JFroth the Chnftians in- 
habiting the city of Cranganor : they faid, ' They could 
*• not render fufficient thanks to almighty God for fuch 
^ an extraordinary inftance of his goodnefs, in fertdr 

* ing fuch illuftrious Chriftians into thefe parts from 
^ countries fo remote : that they would henceforth ac^. 

* knowledge Emmanuel for th^ir fovereign : therefore 
^ they entreated Gama to take them nuder his pro- 
^ tedion,* in the name of that religious and invincible 
< prince.* Gama received thefe men in the kindeft 
manner ; land allured them he Would ufe his utnhdft 
intereft, that they (hould have the protedtion of the 
Portuguefe admirals who came afterwards upon thefe 
coafts. Thefe deputies being difmiffed, the adrhiral 
then fet about loadirig the Ihips with all expedition. 

In the mean while a Bramin frbnri Calicut came to 
Gama with two youths, the one his Ton, the bther 4 
very near relation. He requefted of the adrhiral to 
carry them to Portugal, that they might be inftrufted 
in the Latin tongue, and educated in the Chriftian re-: 
ligion. Gama accordingly complied with his requeft. 
But the bramin, when he had infinuated himfelf into the 
confidence and familiarity of Gama then difcovered to 
him what he was at firft afraid to declare, * That he 

* had been fent by the zamorin of Calicur, who de-j 
f fired nothing fo muCh as to eftablifh a friendfliip 

* with our people : that his majefty was not only ready 

* to reftore the Portuguefe efFefts, but would alfo do 
^ them all the friendly offices in his power: that he 
^ earneftly entreated Gama to forget all paft injuries, and 

* to accept of his proffered amity : that if the Portu-r 

* guefe wanted fpices, or any kind of Indian cpnimoT 

* dities, they could not have any where fuch a plent 

* or at, fo cheap a rate as at Calicut : and if the ac 

* miral would return thither, everything fhould be fei 
^ tied agreeable tq his wifl^es or j^igheft expeftations. 
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Gama was refolved to make another tryal of the 
:^morin*s fmcerity. Accordingly he gave the com- 
mand of the fleet in his abfcnce to Stephen Gama, 
with whom he, at the fame time lefc the bramin, as a 
hoftage, then he failed for Calicut with two (hips only. 
As foon as he reached that port, he difpatchcd the two 
youths afliore, who wenp backwards and forwards with 
articles oF peace betwixt Gama and ^he zamorin : but 
the latter ftill adled with his ufual didimulation. Being 
of himfelf void of all honour, and fickle in his difpofiticn, 
he was again influenced by the repeated importunities 
of the Arabs : at the fame time he entertained a cpn- 
lemptible opinion of the force which Gama then had, 
and thought he had now an opportunity of cutting mm 
off. Accordingly with great fccrccy and expedition he 
iitted out thirty four veflcls, which fell upon Gami's 
ihip with vaft fury. The admiral being alarmed with 
this fudden (hock, ordered his anchor cables to be cur, 
and endeavoured to make away from the enemy, in 
the utmoft hurry. He was in this critical fituation, 
when, by the grcateft providence, an eaftern gale of 
wind (prung up, which foon carried him out oflight 
of land. The enemy neverthelefs purfued him in full 
fail ; and had almofl: come up with his (hip when 
Soder appeared with the fleet under his command ; 
for Gama beiiig appreherifive that the zamorin might 
be liatching fome mifchicf, though he did not ima- 
gine it could be fo foon put in execution, had dif- 
patched one. of his (hips to haften Sodcr to Calicut, 
riaving now a fufficient force to contend with the 
enemy, he made a brifk attack upon their fleer. He 
killed many of their men, and funk feveral of their 
Ihips, the remainder of which, in a torn and fliatter*d 
.condition flood away for Calicut. Gama upon his re- 
turn to Cochin, ordered the bramin to be hanged. The 
two youths made their efcape, having gone alhore be- 
fore this villainous fcheme againft our people was 
djfcQVcred, 
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When the zamorin faw he could not accompJifli his 
defigns by ftratagem nor force, he had recourfe to ano^ 
ther expedient. He wrote a letter to the king of Cochin, 
carneftly defiring of him to deliver up the Portuguefe. 
He endeavoured to prompt him to this wickedncfs by 
the largeft promifes, and at the fame time threatning 
him, in the mpft menacing manner, if he refund to 
comply. But the king of Cochin returned for anfwer. 
That he was not a little ftirprifed how a monarch of 
his dignity could entertain fo mean a thought, as 
that of folliciting another to be guilty of the greateft 
treachery •, for would it not be the highcft breach of 
duty in a prince to violate his faith, and bafely ta 
betray thofc who had come under his proteftion. 
As there could be np greater ornament to a crown, 
than a firm adherence to honour, fo likewife there 
was nothing fo great a ftain to royalty as perfidiouf- 
nefs. By the former glory was procured, by the 
latter, cverlafting infamy. Therefore he did not 
account that man to be a king, who violated the 
laws of faith: for that it wa^ not extent of power or 
authority, but virtue worthy of that power which 
made the true prince. As for his part, he would 
preferve his faith unviolated towards the Portuguefe. 
This he was refolved to do, even though he was fure 
for that reafon to lofe his crown or life itfelf ; for 
there was no powtr nor plcafure in life fo agreeable to 
^ him, as the confcioufnefs of having afted with inte- 
^ grity.* The zamorin neverthelefs ftill urged him, 
and wrote three menacing letters to that purpofe. 
Bqt the prince of Cochin remained firm in his honeft 
refoliition. He did nor, however, at firft communicate 
thefe things to Gama, left it might fill his mind with 
fufpicion. But after he had fo much refifted thefe im- 
portunities, that the zamorin gave over writing, and 
feemed to have loft all hopes of bringing him over ^^ 
his perfidious meafure?, then he difcovcred to Gaij 
the arts which had been ufed in order to corrupt h. 
fidelity. The admiral reiurned thanks to this kind an< 
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faithful prince, and at the fame time bid him not be 
afraid of the zamorin's threats ; for that he would take 
care to leave fuch a fleet in India, as would be fuf- 
ficient to protedl him from the infolence of that per- 
fiidious monarch. 

<3ama then fleered for Cananor with thirteen loaded 
jthlps, to take in company three more, lying in that 
port till they received thtir lading. But when he was 
iabout two miles from Pandarene, he faw twenty nine 
^ Ihips fitr;edout by the zamorin todeftroy the Portuguefe* 
A council of war being held, it was unaniTioufly re*- 
folved to engage them. Vincent Sodre, Pedro Ra- 
phael and Diego Petreio, whofe (hips were leaft loaded, 
being placed in the firft line, were ordered to begin 
the engagement. Theyj accordingly executed rhdr 
orders with uncommon refolution, and attacked two 
Arabian fhips which advanced before the enemy. Thole 
who were aboard being ftruck with a panick, threw 
themfelves headlong into the fea, and endeavoured to 
•fave themfelves by fwimming. The Portuguefe imme- 
diately jumped into their long boats, and killed above 
jhrce hundred of the enemiy in the water* The reft 
.of the Calicutian fleet, when they faw thefc two fhips 
taken, and the men killed, tacked about and made to 
the (hore, in the utmoft confternation. Gama purfued 
jthem, but his fleet being heavy loaded, could not 
overtake them. Our people plundered the Arabian 
ihips, and found aboard a confiderabic booiy, amongft 
which there was a golden idol, in thefhape of fome 
nionfter, weighing forty pounds. Inftcad of eyes it 
had two very valuable emeralds ; it was covered with 
an embroidered cloak fet with jewels ; and on the breaft 
tHere was a fliining ruby of the moft uncommon fize. 
The two (hips being unloaded, Gama ordered them to 
be burnt in fight of the enemy ; then he proceeded for 
Cananor, where he entered into a league. In this k 
^as expreflfed, * That the king of Cananor fhould ne* 
ver wage war with the king of Cochin, nor at any 
time make an alliance with, or affift the zamoria 
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♦ ^gainft th^t prince.* He likewifc left here fomc Portu- 
guefe, whom he committed to his majel^y's care. And 
for the procedlion of thefe princes he ordered fi^ (bips 
to remain on thefe coafts, upder the command of 
Vincent Sodrc : but if no hoftilities were attempted by 
the zflmorin in the fps^ce of t\^o months, ^odre was then 
ro fail towards the mouth oftheredfea^ and annoy 
the Arabians as much as pofllble. 

Things being thus fettled, the admiral fet fail from 
C^nanor on the 2&th of December 1502. In his way 
homewards he touched at Mozambique, where he 
watered and viftpalled his fleer. When he was near 
the cape, a ftorm arofe, which fepaKiled Stephen Gama's 
/bip from the fleer, and obliged him to ^eer a different 
courfe. The admiral had a profperous voyage fronoi 
<lhe Cape, and reached the port of Lifbon the firft of 
September 1503, with twelve fhips richly loaded. 
His arrival was not only agreeable to Emmanuel, but 
iialfo fpread a general joy amongft the nobility and the 
whole people. Si^ days afterwards Stephen Gama, 
with the like good fortune, came into the fkme har- 
bour. 

In the me^n while the following exploits were per- 

Jprmed in Africa. There is a town named Alcafl&r- 

(Quiver in Fez, not far from the ftreighrs of Gibraltar, 

:ilanding upon the Licus. This river of itfelf is npt 

Jarge, thoqgh.it is often fo' fwelled by the rains, that 

it overflows the whole town. The city is f^id to have 

rheen founded by Alrnanzor emperor of Morocco, who 

:had the office of king and high-prieft, l^ke thofe to 

,whom the Mahometan .Arabians give the title of ca- 

,liph. The inhabitants are without the convenience of 

Jprings and wells, having .nothing byt the rain or the 

? river water, which they keep in cifl:erns. The city, 

howtver, was well peopled, being inhabited by maay 

.merchants as well as nobility. It was a feat of.learninor 

and politenefs, fo that many rcforted to this place 

the feke of improving themfclves in all manner of 

. t^ratyre. There was like.wife a famous hofpi'al her 

whc 
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v/hcte gfeat numbers of fick were cured of various 
dift^rflpers. The adjacent country is covered with 
trees, ^artd abounds with all mamier of herbs, and is 
Kdorfied with beautiful garden5,and the foil is extremely 
fich ahd fertile. 

After Ariila had be^n taken by the bravery and 
jgood cortduft of Alphonfo the fifth king of Portugal^ 
the prince of Fez theft fortified AlGaffar-Quivir, and 
i-eihforced it with a ftrong garifon. From this place 
t*he Moors madfc frequent excurfions on the confines 
tof Ar25ilu : Emmanuel therefore wrote to Menez, go- 
vernor of Arzila, ordering -him to march againll 
the enenrjy. This gentleman, that he might execute 
liis orders with -greater facility, fent to his relation John 
'^^rriez Conde di Tarragona, who had commanded 
the forces fent to the aflTiftance of the Venetians a- 
gainft the Turks, and was at that time governor of 
Tangier : him he invited to have a fliare in the emer- 
^rize he was about to undertake. This nobleman ac- 
icordingly fet out for Arzila with 200 horfe. Mcdcz 
brought with him 250. Having joined their forces, 
^they marched in great filence towards Alcaf&r-Quivir. 
In {he middle of the njght they came upon a bridge 
'not far from the tity, about 30 miles from Arzila ; 
'but the enemy, by means of their fcouts, was by this time 
'Apprized of our people's approach. The governor 
of Alc^flTgr-Quivir, as foon as he received the intelti* 
-gence^ ordered an alarm to be founded, and all ht$ 
men to be called to arms. He marched out of the 
city by break of day with all his forces, and took poC- 
feffion of a hill near the city. There he drew up his 
troops, and fccmed to offer battle ro the Portuguefe. 
The Conde di Tarragona fent a mefTcnger. to Menez, 
to afk him what he thought of the enemy's difpolition; 
to which he anfwered, that he was very much pleafed 
~ fhh it: * For (faid he) we have found it according 
to our wiflies.* The Portuguefe fdldiers being all in 
igh fpirits, the two generals drew up their forces, and 
iv^nccd tqwjjrds tt^c cncrpy. The Moors, on the 
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other hand, began to provoke our people with fcurril- 
ous invcftives ; and by flight fkirmifhes endeavoured 
to draw them from their order. But finding thefe 
ftratagems were inefFeftual, they began to move down 
the hill gradually. The Portuguefe then began the at- 
tack with fo much fury, that they foon made the ene- 
my give way, and betake themfelves to flight. They 
purfued them as far as the gates of the city, and killed 
180 of their men. The citizens were filled with the 
utmoft: confternation ; and being afraid that the Por- 
tuguefe might force their way into the city, they ftiut 
the gates in great hurry 5 fo that by this means many 
of the Moors were excluded : thefe being reduced to. 
dcfpair, formed themfelves into a body, and attacked 
our people in the mofl: furious manner, many of the 
Portuguefe were knocked down from their horfes, and 
f?fveral were wounded, but not one of them killed. 
Duarte Menez, the fon of Conde di Tarragona, was 
wounded in the face, as was alfo Pedro Lcitan. The 
Portuguefe generals now thought proper to retire with 
their army, in the fame order as they had advanced ; but 
when they had got as far as a little bridge, about two 
ipiles difl:ant from Atcaflar-Quivir, the governor then 
purfued them wiih 900 horfe. Our people pafled over 
in fafety ; and being drawn up in battalia, expedled the 
enemy on the oppofite plain, being determined to an- 
noy them as much as poflible, if they fliould endea- 
vour to march over the bridge : but this they did not 
choofe to ai tempt till the Portuguefe had got to a con- 
fiderable diftance. In the mean while, the Moors flocked 
together from all quarters ; and the further they ad- 
vanced, their numbers were more and more increafcd. 
They began now ro prefs upon our peopJe very clofely, 
and molefted them very much till they came to an- 
other bridge. The army of the enemy at this time 
amounted to 1 300 cavalry. The Moors imagined that 
the Portuguefe, in paflTmg over this bridge, would be 
in great confufion, and lofe their order : but in tbjs 
they were d!rapp;inted j for the whole army, though 

attacked 
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attacked in the rear, marched over with the greatcft 
regularity. They drew up their forces on the other 
fide, and offered battle : the enemy, however, being 
afraid to attempt the bridge, declined an engagement, 
and retired to the city and neighbouring villages. 

A few days afterwards, Mcnez advanced with his 
forces, to fiirprife a great number of Moors who lived 
in fome villages fituared on a river not far from Al- 
caflar-Quivir i but the enemy having inrelligence of 
this defip;n by a defcrter, fled away in great trepida- 
tion. The Portuguefe, however, killed fifty who had 
not made their efcape, and made as many prifoners. 
Our people being in their return to Arz la, were at- 
tacked by a large body of the Moors. Mencz*s men 
retreated in fuch a manner that they often turned upon 
the enemy and killed feveral of them : the Moors, in 
their turn, brifkly charged the Portuguefe, and annoy- 
ed them confiderably. In this rencounter, the gallant 
Pedro Soufa, was in the utmoft danger when he en- 
deavoured to bring off his men in fafcty. But al- 
though this engagement was more fierce than could 
be expedted from fo fmall a number, yet the Portu- 
guefe loft only four of their men ; and, notwithftand- 
ing all efforts of the enemy, carried off their plunder 
to Arzila. ' 

This fame year Menez being informed, that there 
were feveral Moors who lived on a mijuntain about 20 
miles from Arzila, having in their poffeffion many wo- 
men of extraordinary beauty ; thefe he was refolved, 
if poflible, to take and fend them by way of prefent 
to queen Mary. In order to execute his defign, he 
muft be obliged, however, to march through feveral 
villages in the utmofl danger. He fet put with 200 
horfe, in the dead of the night, when all was covered 
with darknefs, with fo much filence, that he reached 
his place without giving the leafl alarm. When he 
ame to the mofl populous village in the mountain, 
le ordered feveral flambeaus to be lighted, that the 
Portuguefe might fee what was proper to be done in 

the 



1 



142 The H I s t o R Y cfF Wbjiit 

the confuGon of the enemy. The noife of the tfura* 
pets, and the rattling of the arms, (truck fueh a panic 
into the Moors half afleep, that the greateft parttjf 
them fled in the utmoft diftra^ion* Some of thieiDf 
however, in this extremity of danger, fought in tfe 
mo& obftinare manner. The cries and &rieks of the 
ivomen, and the fhouts of the meo^ akrnoed jthofe 
who lived in the neighbouring villages. But thefe nti 
knowing i:he numbers of their enemy, being uncertain 
iow great the danger might prove, VijhiJft at the Iknue 
time iheir fear magni6ed every thing ; naorcpvcr, 
having nogene^ral to bead them, chey were fo far .front 
-bringing affiftance to their couiutrymen, that they fled 
away in the greateft hurry^ ^with 'their wives and ciiil- 
•dren retiriiig to the woods, and the moft hidden pkces 
.cff the mountain : eighty of thofe who were in .ainns 
^nd made rtfiftanGe, ve«c killed by our people, jwrho 
<ook about fixty men and women, .and plundered the' 
village Without any obftfudlion. Amon^ the femak 
captives were ifome of their moft cejebrated :beautics j 
upon whofe account, chiefly, the Portugucfe haidyn- 
^ertaken this dangerous expedinion^ Mctnez then lied^ 
4)fF his foras. Whilft ihe night continued, tionepf 
-the Moors had courage xo pwfoe him, but by break of 
day he was fet upon by a formidable body of the cne- 
-my : however, he retreated with fo'.mtich order, that 
he received little or no damage, Yet before the JPor- 
4ogucfecould reach Arzila, they had feverallharp $kir- 
milhcs, and were in :the.moft imminent.danger ; m^- 
-ny of our people as well as their horXes were wouooed^ 
and.the general himfelF, wasat.one ximq in thcgfe;atcft, 
ijeopardy : however, the Pqrtuguefe atJaft carried off 
^ all their .booty, without, the lofs of one maiif^ 
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BOOK III. 

WHILST thofe things were tranfaaed in Africa, 
the king of Cochin (whofe hamie Was Trimiitn- 
•par) begun to be iiivolvdd in great difficulties. The 
zamdrin incenfed at that prince, becaufe of his attach- 
fnent to the Portugiicfe, had kvied confiderable forces, 
and Was t'efOi^ed, by all pdffible ttteins, to bring about 
his dcftrudibn. Tht^re were fevcral in Trimumpar*s 
council who endeaVbured to perfuade hi^ to deliver up 
the Portitguefe ^ho were uhder his proteftion, that 
'by the fecrfflce of a few tnen, fol-e%ners and unac- 
q[ua}nted With the manners 6f India, he might provide 
for the iafety of his whole kingdom. Btit fo fa:r was 
he from following this advice, that he inveigh^ in the 
warmed terms againft the authors of it. He faid, 

* That the zattlorin himfclf, chobgh he Ihould ftrip 

* him of his kingdom, or tSike awky his life. Was n6c 
' fo much his enemy as the man who folicited him to 

* abandon his honour : that 'life, and the enjoyment Of 
^ a crowli, was but of (hort duration ; whereas the in- 

* famyofperfidioiifhels was everlafiirtg: that he would, 

* therefore, fufFcr the lofs of his kingdofti, and life it- 

* felf, rather than be guilty of a breach of faith.' 

In the nritean while, Vincent Sodre arrived at Gochin 
with his fleet; but having made a very (hort ft^y, he 
was about to depart again. Diego Ferdinand Correa, 
who had been left at Cochin as agent for the Porta- 
guefe affairs. Went to him, and in the flrongeft terms 
conjured himnot,at fuch a junflure,to abandon aprince, 
•who, by his fidelity to the Portuguefe, had drawn up- 
on himfclf the refentment of a moft powerful monarch, 
and was threatened with the greateft calamities. He 
faid, the chief defign of the fleet being left in thef* 

1 parts. 
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parts, was to proteft the prince of Cochin : he hoped, 
therefore^ that Sodre would perform his duty, and 
that he would not be fo bafe as to allow his country- 
men to fall a facrifice to the cruelty of their enemies. 
Sodre made anfwer, ' That the orders given him by 

* Emmanuel were to cruite ntar the Red Sea, and in- 

• tcrcepc the Arabian (hips trading from thence to In- 

• dia: this (he (aid) was his commiffioo^ nor would he 

• by any means negleft the fpecdy and punftual p^r- 

* formance thereof/ But Correa replied. That it 
ought not to be fo much confidered what were the li- 
teral orders of the king, as whac would be moft agree- 
able and pleafing to his majcfty : that the events of 
things were various and uncertain^ and meafures muft 
be altered according to the change of circumftances : 
that furely it could never be the intention of the juft 
and benevolent Emmanuel, that a prince who had been 
fo true a friend to the Portuguefe, fliould be deferred 
at fuch a critical jgndlure, and his own fubje£fcs left a 
prey to the perfidious zamorin. He therefore again 
entreated Sodre to remain at Cochin, to give his affift- 
ance againft the neighbouring enemies ; and when this 
danger was over, he might then wage war in more 
diftant parts. Thcfe rcmonftrances, however, had no 
effeft on Sodre. He was deaf to all ihefe arguments, 
and paying no regard to faith or duty, was influenced 
by fear, or the hopes of acquiring a large booty. Ac- 
cordingly he failed from Cochin towards the weft, and 
ftationed his (hips in the mouth of the Red Sea. 

There was at Calicut one Naubedarim, a youth of a 
fine natural genius, and this greatly improved by educa- 
tion ; he was nephew to the zamorin, and next heir to 
the crown. This youth very much difapproved of the 
war entered into by his uncle, and is faid to have 
fpoken to him in thefe words : 

SIR, 

* Although it may feem more becoming one of m 

* age to follow than to offer advice, yet my afFeftioi 
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to you, and the greatnefs of the prefent danger, urge 
me to declare my fencimencs. By nature you ^re my 
uncle, but by the tender regard you have always 
fhcwn me, you may be accounted a tnoft loving fa- 
ther. Think not then^ 1 befeech you, that what I 
am going to fay proceeds from Vanity, but rather 
impute it to niy anxiety and concern for your wel- 
fare. Befides, if the ftrength of your kingdom fhould 
be weakened by indifcreet meafures, I myfclf Ihall 
be confiderably affefted. On the other hand, if it 
thrive and flotirilh by wife and prudent management^ 
this likewife will greatly redound to my advantage. 
I earneftly entreat therefore, that you would deign to 
give ear to me, as 1 am the neareft related to you by 
blood, by a fcrife of gratitude, and an intereft in the 
cornmon danger. It I fhould advance any thing 
Avhich may appear juft and reafonable, I hope, front 
your candour, it will meet with your approbation. If 
I am miftaken, I fhall then acquicfce in what yoii 
may think more wife and falutary. 

' You are nOw making warlike preparations againfl 
Tf imumpar : but let us enquire into the foundation of 
the quarrel ; for thofe wars which are entered into 
without a lawful caufe, merely to gratify the- hu- 
mours of princes, are generally attended with the 
moll fatal confequences. What has the king of Co- 
chin done to juitify ydur hoftile proceedings? Has 
he refufed to pay tribute? Has he made incurfions oil 
your territories ? Has he raifed any confpiracy againfl: 
you ? No. What prietext can you then have for per* 
fccuting him with fo much refentment ? Perhaps you 
will fay, that he has treated your orders with con- 
tempt^ in not delivering up the Portuguefe, whom 
you were defiroUs of having in your power, that you 
might put them to death in the cruellcft manner. 
This then is your complaint, that he would not vio- 

ate his faith, and break through the law of nations. 
But if you fhew fo much rancour againfl: fuch as have 
iteadily adhered to their honour^ what conduit will 
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* you obferve towards thofe who have trampled on di- 

* vine as well as human laws ? Will you heap your 
' royal favours on wretches who have been guilty of 

* the mod heinous crimes ? Surely you will not run in- 
> to fo fhameful a behaviour ; for as a prince it is your 

* duty to reward the virtuous, and punifh the vitious. 

* However, perhaps you will fay, " Shall I not fhew 
*' refentment to a man who has protcftcd thofe who 
** were my enemies, and have done me fo many in- 
*' juries?" As 10 that point, I will fpeak my mind 

* without referve ; and this I hope I may ^o without 

* giving offence. If any wicked and unjuft infult had 

* been offered to your dignity, this certainly ought to 

* raife a warm refentment in all your fubjcfts, and par- 

* ticularly in me : but in regard to the Portuguefe, I 

* confcfs I cannot fee what crimes they have committed. 

* They afted as became men of fpirit and bravery in 

* their fituation : when affronied and injured, they 

* (hewed a quick fenfe of fuch treatment, and endea- 

* voured to avenge their injuries with fpirit and intre-- 
' pidity. Had they been the aggrefTors, they would 

* have merited punifhment ; but fo far from that, they 
' at firft behaved with the greateft civility; and at your 
^ defire, took and delivered to you a large fliip loaded 

* with a confiderable booty : nor did they offer the leaft 

* hoftility till provoked by the moft unworthy ufage ; 
« when their countrymen left afhore under your protec- 

* tion were betrayed, robbed, and murdered in the moft 

* cruel manner. Let not our refentment, therefore, be 

* kindled againft thofe who have revenged this cruelty, 

* but let it fall upon them, who, by railing fuch afudden 

* tumult, were the caufe of cur late misfortunes. 

* Long, too long have we fuffered the infolent be- 

* haviour of the Arabians. Their charader for arti- 

* fice and tricking is univerfally known ; nor is any 

* one ignorant what artifls they are at cheating and d*'' 

* fimulation, Thefe praftices, however, though fa 

* dalous, might be borne with whilft the authors 1 

* mained humble and fubmiffive ; but now they - s 

* puff< 
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puffed up with the wealth amafled in your kingdom, 
they are become intolerable : they can now no longer 
brook the authority of a fuperior, but infolently dare 
diftatc laws to a mod powerful prince. The arro- 
gance of thefe men may be feen even in their out- 
ward air and deportment. With what haughtinefs 
they ftrut about^ intruding themfelves every where, 
and intermedling in all affairs ? In what a peremptory 
manner they demand whatever they want ? In ftiort, 
they are arrived at fuch a pitch of infolence, that if 
you hearken to them, you muft govern your king- 
dom according to their will and pleafure. Deftroy 
the Portugucfe, fay they. Why ? Becaufe we hate 
and deteft thefe Chriftians, and cannot endure the 
fight of them : befides we are afraid-, left by their 
arrival our gains fhould be confiderably diminiflied. 
Therefore wc do not in a humble manner entreat you, 
but infill upon it as our right, that you would re- • 
move thofe men fo ofFenfive to our eyes •, and that 
you would gratify our infatiable avarice, though it 
fhould be never fo much to your danger and infamy. 
They affirm, at the fame lime, that it will be very 
much for the public good, that a people fo formidable 
in arms (hould be rooted out of India. But fuppo- 
fing thefe few wiih Trimumpar were cut off, what 
will that avail? Will not others of the Portuguefe 
come afterwards into thefe parts, who being irritated 
by ihe deftruftion of their countrymen, will become 
mere fierce and revengeful. If the Portuguefe then 
are a people of fo much intrepidity, if they are fo 
terrible in arms, would it not be much be;ter to have 
their friendfhip rather than their enmity ? For it ge- 
nerally happens, that the keenefl: enemies make the 
warmeft friends. But, alas ! I am afraid that your 
kingdom may fufFer greatly from the injuries already 
done to this people y that by their power you may be 
reduced to a ,mean and contemptible condition, whilft, 
oil the other hand, the king of Cochin will very pro- 
bably flourilh by their friendfhip. For I make no 
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qucftion but the Portuguefe will fend large and pow- 
erful fleets to thefc feas, to ravage the countries of 
their enemies. Ought we not then 10 deteft the Ara- 
bians, who have facrificed the royal honour to their 
own felfifh ends, and have prompted your majefty to 
abandon the ties of faith and duty ? Men fo elate 
with pride, that they think the kingdom muft be 
managed according to their inclinations : men, who 
in your fight have committed fuch cruelties as will 
fix a lafting (lain on your character; for none will 
imagine that they would have dared to be guilty of 
fuch a faft without your approbation or connivance. 
In fliort, they have perfuaded your majefty to the 
moft deftruftive meafures, by inciting you to com- 
mit hoflilitics again ft a brave people, whofe friend- 
ihip might have been an honour and fupport to your 
crown. 

• It is therefore my opfhiion, that you lay afidc this 
war, make peace with the Portuguefe, giving them re. 
paration for the injuries done by the Arabians ; and, by 
all poflible means, endeavour to cultivate friendfhip 
with a people fo formidable to their enemies, fo true 
to their friends, and who adhere to the rules of juf- 
tice with the utmoft fidelity. If you do otherwife, 
and follow the advice of the Arabians, I am afraid 
(which heaven avert)that this country will be involved 
in the grcateft calamities. For my own parr, what- 
ever courfe you may follow, I am determined to be 
a companioa in your fortune ; nor will I refufe to 
venture my life in defence of your honour and dig- 
niiy. But I thought it my duty todeclare my fenti- 
ments fully and finccrely; and it is my earneft prayer 
that providence may direft you in your condudt, and 
crown your undertakings with fuccefs.' 
All thefe arguments, however, had no efFeft on the 
zamorin, who remained obftinate in his refolution 
carrying on a war againft the king of Cochin. Ti 
mumpar on his part levied foldiers, and made all n 
ceflary preparations to guard, againft the impendir 
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ftorm. But as the ftrength of this prince was incon- 
fiderable when compared with that of his enemy, there 
were many of his fubjefts and tributary princes, who 
deferted to the zamorin. Amongft thefe were the 
princes of Chirabipil and Cambalam, an3 the prince 
of an ifland which lies oppofite to Cochin, The za- 
morin, at the head of a powerful army, advanced to Re- 
pelin, about 16 miles from Cochin. The Portuguefe 
who remained with the king of Cochin, went in a bo- 
dy to his majefty, and entreated he would not, upon 
their account, involve himfelf in fuch a dangerous 
war. They faid, they would go to Cananor, and there 
wait the arrival of the Portuguefe fleet. The king replied, 

* That he was aftoniihed how men of fo much cou- 

* rage, and connefted to him by the ftrongeft ties of 

* friendfhip, could be afraid of the enemy, or in the 

* leaft doubt his fidelity. He defired them to ftay 
' with l)ifn» aflbring them that all fliould (hare the 

* fame fate ; and faid, that he was ready to facrifice his 

* life in the defence of Emmanuel's fubjefts.* 

Trimumpar gave the command of his army to Na- 
ramuhim his nephew and heir apparent to the crown, 
a youth of great courage and abilities. He fent him 
5500 men to guard a pafs where the zamorin intended to 
bring over his forces. Cochin is feparated from the 
main land by an arm or frith of the fea. There is one 
place, however, which at low water is fordable : thi- 
thelr the zamorin led his army, and ordered an ad- 
vanced party to attempt the ford; but not being. able 
to accomplifli their defign, they were obliged to re- 
treat with the lofs of many of their men. Next day, 
the zamorin fent a larger body of his foldiers, under 
the command of the governor of Repelin, in order, 
if poflible, to force Naramuhim from his ftation near 
the ford, that the reft of the army might pafs over 
without moleftation. That this fcheme might be ren- 
ered more prafticable, he ordered, at the iame time, 
veral vcffels called paraos, to be ftationed in the frith, 
) affift his men, and annoy the enemy with darts. 
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But Naramuhim behaved with his ufual courage, and 
having killed great numbers of the Calicutians, he 
obliged them to defift from their attempt. In thefe 
skirmifhes Laurence Moreno, with fome others of the 
Portuguefe, -very much diftinguifhed themfelves by 
their gallant behaviour. The enemy afterwards made 
fcveral attempts to pafs the ford, but were always re- 
pulfcd with great lofs. 

When the zamorin faw that he could not gain his 
ends by open force, he then had recourfe-to fraud. 
By large prefents and great promifes, he gained over 
to his intereft the paymafter of the king of Cochin's 
army. This perfidious man being corrupted by bri- 
bery, pretended an illnefs, and went into the city. The 
V foldiers being accuftomed to receive their pay every 
day, murmured at his abfence ; nor could they be re- 
flrained by the authority of their general, but flocked 
into the city in great numbers : the paymafter put ofF 
the payment from day to day. By this artifice he 
drew off great numbers of the foldiers, and detained 
them in the (own ; mean while the zamorin, that he 
might render the Cochinians more carelefs of their du* 
ty, made no attempt on the ford ; till, atlaft, when he 
faw their numbers fo greatly diminilhed, and thofe 
who remained in an unguarded pofture, he ordered 
the paraos to advance, that they might annoy the 
people of Cochin with their darts, whilft, at the fame 
time, he ordered the reft of his men to pafs the feed 
with the utmoft expedition, and briskly to attack the 
forces under Naramuhim's command. The zamorin's 
foldiers being in fight of their prince, executed thefe 
orders with uncommon alacrity and emulation. It was 
in the night when thefe things were done -, when at the 
fame time the zamorin received intelligence from the 
paymafter, that the port of Cochin might be very 
eafily taken, as fomany of the foldiers were gone c^ 
and thofe who remained were wrapped up in an ind. 
lent fecuricy. Naramuhim, on this occafion, behave 
as a brave and vigilant general j but being-overpowerc 
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by the multitude of the enemy, he was killed, after 
having made a very gallant refiltance. Two youths, 
near relations of the general, likewife fuffered the fame 
fate : their fall, however, was honourable 5 for they 
greatly diftinguifbed themfelves by their courage and 
intrepidity in defence of their country : there were ma- 
ny killed and wounded on both fides. The engage- 
ment having begun before break of day, lafted till the 
evening. The Cochinians being dilpirited by the lofs 
of thtir general, betook themfelves topflight.. The Ca- 
licutians, on the other hand, purfued them till the 
darknefs of the night put an end to their purfuit. 

Trimumpar, when he received the news of this di- 
fafter, was thrown into the utmoft confternation ; but 
he foon recovered his fpirits, and was refolved to try 
again the fate of war : accordingly he colledted all his 
forces, and engaged the enemy in a pitched battle. 
The event proved fuch as might be expefted, when a 
handful of men, broken and difpirited with misfor- 
tunes, engages a numerous enemy flufhed with victory, 
and emboldened by fuccefs. The king of Cochin be- 
ing defeated, palfed over to the ifland of Viopia, to- 
gether with the Portuguefe under his proteftion 5 who, 
notwithftanding they had been the occafion of all his 
misfortunes, yet were proteded by this prince with as 
much zeal as if their fafety could procure him hap- 
pinefs amidft all his calamities. The zamorin fent de- 
puties t6 the idand, to inform Trimumpar that he 
would ceafc hoftilities, and make reftitutionof all his 
dominions, if he would deliver up the Portuguefe, 
This prince returned for anfwer, *' That his enemy 
' might ftrip him of his kingdom, and take away his 

* life, but it was not in his power to deprive him of 

* his fidelity.' The zamorin being provoked by this 
anfwer, ordered the city to be burnt, and then went 

) befiege Viopia : but the natural ftrength of this ifland 
/as fuch, that it could be eafily defended by the few 
)rces which the king of Cochin had brought thither. 
iThe zamorin accordingly made feveral attempts, 
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but was always repulfed with confiderable lofs. The 
winter ftafon now approaching, he raifed the fiege, ancj 
returned to Cochin, which he tbrtified with a ditch and 
rampart -, and havi^ng left a ftrong garifon of foldiers, 
departed for Calicut, being rcfolved to renew his at- 
tack upoH the iQand in the beginning of the fpring. 
After the defeat of Naramuhim, feveral perfons dc- 
ferted the caufe of this great unfortunate prince. A-: 
mongft ihefe were two men of the city of Milan, who, 
by Emmanuel's permiflion, had failed along with Ga* 
ma in his fccond voyage to India. Thefe men regard- 
lefs of the ties of their religion, .went over to the za- 
inorin, and did not a little damage to our people : but 
the more infamous the* behaviour of thefe falfe Chri- 
ftians was, the more Ihining did this render the faith 
and honour of a prince, who, though a heathen, had 
Ihewn the grcateft friendfhip and generofity to men 
who/Were ftrangers, and conneded to him by no ties 
peither of blood, laws, nor religion ; and for his fide- 
lity to thefe perfons had fuffered himfelf to be ftripped 
of all his wealth and power, and almoft of life itfelf, 
A rare and uncommon inftance of faith and probity, 
fcarce to be paralleled •, which ought to be recorded 
with everlafting honour. 

In the mean while, Soder being on his voyage for 
the red fca, when he came upon the coaft of Cambaye, 
met with five Arabian Ihips very richly, loaded, which 
he plundered and burnt, He then proceeded in his 
courfe, and touched at the iflands of Curia and Muria, 
not far from cape Guardafu. The inhabitants were 
Saracens or Arabians, who lived chiefly by husbandry, 
^nd were quite unacquainted with warlike affairs. They 
entertained the Portuguefe with great hofpitality, and 
fupplied them with all necefTaries, at the moft moderate 
price. Our people refolved to tarry here till Pedro 
Ataide's fhip, which was extremely leaky, fhould I 
repaired. But the natives came and told them, that 
would be very dangerous for the fhips to remain ion 
where th<ry then lay j for they faid^ that ^t the begir 
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ning of May there were always fuch furious north 
winds as would dafh to pieces the whole fleet: therefore 
they advifed Sodre to fteer to fome other part of the 
ifland. But the admiral regarded not this admonition, 
nor the entreaties of his officers, who were all of opi- 
nion, that this advice ought nor to be negledred, efpe- 
cially Cnce it was given by people fo well acquainted 
with the country, and the following of it could beat- 
tended with no bad conicquence. Pedro Raphael, 
Ferdinand Roderigo Badarc, Jacob Petries, each of 
whom had the command of a Ihip, were fo much of- 
fended at Sodrc's obftinacy, that they left him on the 
30th of April, and failed to another part of the ifland. 

Sodre remained in his fliip, void of care or concern, 
when on a fudden a moft terrible fl:orin arofe, which 
drove the (hips on the fliore, and daflied them to pieces; 
the whole crew periflied, amongft whom was the ad- 
miral himfelf, and his brother Bias Sodre: it femed 
as a judgment from heaven, for the raflinefs and perfi- 
dy of Sodre. No part of the booty which he had taken 
could be found amongft the wreck. Ataide*s fliip had 
been drawn aOiore to be repaired, fo that he Wmfelf 
and all his men efcaped. The three commanders a- 
bove mentioned, afcer the ftorm ccafed, returned to 
the. place where they had left Sodre. They appointed 
Ataide admiral : then a general confultatiort was held 
about the meafures they fliould purfue. It was the 
opinion of all, that the two Sodres had fuff^ered as ex- 
amples of the divine jufliice for their perfidy. They 
concluded iherefore, that iri order to make an atxne* 
ment for their treacherous behaviour, and to eftabhfli 
their own honour, that the fleet ought to fail back to 
India, to aflTift Trimumpar and the Portuguefe who 
were with him. Accordingly, though it was now in the 
rnidft of winter there, they fet out with an intention to 
mdergo every danger, in order to wipe out fuch a ftain 
)f infaipy. But meeting with very foul weather, they 
7ere forced to put in at the Ancbedive Iflands^ and to 

lay 
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lay there all the winter, being determined to fail for 
Cochin in the fpring. 

This year queen Mary was delivered of a daughter, 
to whom Emmanuel gave the name of Ifabel. This 
princefs was afterwards married to the emperor 
Charles : (he was a lady of the moil extraordinary beau- 
ty, and endowed with the fined accomplifhments ; 
of an afpiring foul, for (he often faid (he would never 
marry but to one of the great^ princes in Chriften- 
dom. Towards the end of this year, the king went to 
a town called Thomar, in which thofe of the order of 
Chrifl had a mod magnificent church ; here he held a 
convention of that order, and made many wife rules 
for a greater regularity and drifter di(cipline. This 
fame year pope Alexander died : he was fucceeded by 
Pius, who lived but a very (hort time after his promo- 
tion : Julian, a Genoefe, was next raifed to this high 
dignity by the unanimous confentof the holy council. 

The beginning of the following year, Emmanuel 
fent feveral religious perfons to that pare of Ethiopia 
called Congo, in order to indruft the natives more fully 
in the chridian faith than they had hitherto, been. 
This country lies in feven degrees fouthern latitude. 
The foil is extreamly fertile, it abounds in all forts of 
cattle, and is watered with many fine rivers. The 
kingdom is very extenfive, and as the people were con- 
verted to Chridianity, it may not be improper to give 
fome account of the difcovery and conversion of that 
country, fince from thence we may fee how zealous and 
indefatigable Emmanuel was in propagating the Chri- 
dian religion. 

King John in his reign had been very afliduous in 

making difcoveries on the coads of Ethiopia, thinking 

that by this means a way might be found to India. 

In the year 1484, he had fent for this purpofe one 

Diego Cam, a gentleman of a bold enterprifing genir" 

When this man was upon thefe coads he came into tl 

mouth of a very large and rapid river : he natural! 

conjtdured that there mud be inhabitants in the a( 

jacei 
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jacent parts. Accordingly, when he had gone a h'ttle 
way up the river, he faw feveral men, who in their 
complexion and hair very much refembled the other 
Ethiopians he had already fecn. They were not ia 
che leaft alarmed at the ftrange appearance of our peo- 
ple, but came up to them in the moft familiar man- 
ner, and behaved with the.greateft civility and good 
nature. Cam ordered thofe who were acquainted with 
the Ethiopian languages to talk with them ; but there 
was not one. who underftood this people. They were 
therefore obliged to exprefs their meaning to each other 
by figns: by this means the Portuguefe underftood that 
there was a powerful prince in this country, who re- 
fided at the capital city, a few days journey from thence. 
Cam was very kind and generous to thefe men, and 
prevailed on them to condud fome of his people to the 
metropolis. By them he fent prefents to the king, 
and appointed a certain time for their return: but as 
they tarried above double that time. Cam defpaircd of 
ever feeing them again, weighed anchor, and fet out 
for Portugal, taking along with him four of the na- 
tives, who happened to be aboard his fhip : thefe were 
men of nobility, and excellent undcrftanding. Cam 
took fo much pains in inftrufting them during the 
voyage, that, when introduced to John, they could 
explain many things in the Portuguefe language. His 
majefty was very , much charmed with the capacity of 
thefe men, and made them conGderable prefents ; 
he ordered Cam to carry them back to Congo, and, in 
his name, to prefent the king with many valuable ra- 
rities, and exhort him, in the moft ftrenuous manner, to 
worfhip Chrift, as the true God and parent of all na- 
ture. 

When Cam returned to that country, he difpatched 
pne of the Ethiopian?, . defiring the king to lend the 
Portuguefe who were with him, and promifing on his 
compliance immediately to reftore the three Ethiopians: 
adding, that, according to his , royal matter's com- 
[^[i^nds, he was obliged to proceed farther in bis voyage, 

but 
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but upon his return, he would be glad to have a con- 
ference with his majefty, that he might lay before bim 
his inftrudUons. The king, without delay, fent the 
Portugucfe, accompanied by one of his officers -, and 
Cam accordingly difmified the Ethiopians, with the 
prefents from John to their fovereign. The prince of 
Congo being charmed with the liberality of John, and 
at the fame time, influenced by the high encomiunfis 
beftowed on him by the four Ethiopians, conceived the 
higheft cfteem for his Portugucfe majefty. 

Cam, afoer having furveycd other parts of this coaft, 
feturned again to Congo, and waited upon the king, 
who treated him with the higheft marks of honour. 
This prince -afked many queftions about the ftate of 
John's kingdom, enquired particularly concerning the 
bws, cuftoms, and government of the Portugiiefe ; 
above all he expreffed an uncommon curiofity in regard 
to the Chriftian religion, for which he feemed by de- 
grees to acquire the higheft veneration. When Caiii 
departed, the king of Congo. Tent along with him 
Zacut,one of the Ethiopians, who had been in Portugal, 
an embaffador, earneftly to entreat John, and conjure 
him in the name of that God whom he worfhipped, 
that he would fend fome holy men toinftru6l him and 
his fubjefts in the Chriftian faich. Cam accordingly, 
wpon his arrival at Lift>on waited upon John, with the 
cmbaflador and fome noble youths fent into Portugal 
to receive education, and to be inftrufted in the Chri- 
ftian faith 5 they brought along with them, by way of 
prefent from the king, a large quantity of ivory, to- 
gether with fome carpets and coats made of the leaves 
of the palm-tree. 

This embafly gave great fatisfaftion toJohn,becaufe 
he thought he had now an excellent opportunity to pro- 
pagate the gofpel in Congo. The embaflador and the 
youths remained in Portugal upwards of two years 
during which time they were very affiduous in learning 
ihe Portuguefe language, and were inftruded in the 
Chriftian faith. After they had been baptized, anc 

hac 
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had taken the facrament, John fitted out three (hips, 
to carry them back to their native country, the com- 
mand of which he gave to Gonzalo Soufe, a gentle- 
man defccnded of a noble family. - He fent likewife 
feveraJ pricfts, with fonts, itres, and the other badges 
of Chriltiantty, that they might inftrufl: this people in 
the principles of our holy religion, and initiate them in 
h'er myfteries. At the time when thefe (hips failed 
from Lifbon, the plague then raged very violently, in 
that city ; fo that feveral who were aboard, having 
caught the contagion, died in the voyage, amongft 
whom was Gonzalo Soufa. To him fucceeded Rode- 
rigo Soufa, a near relation of that gentleman, chofeaby 
the unanimous confent of the reft of the officers. 

When the (hips arrived at Congo, feveral of the 
Portuguefe went afhore to wait upon the king, who 
received them in the moft afFeftionate manner, and 
there was fuch a univerfal tranfport amongft all the 
people, that the woods and groves echoed with their 
joyful acclamations. The firft perfon adopted into the 
Chriftian faith was the king's uncle, who had very 
large territories under his command. This man had 
heard that there was in Portugal one Emmanuel, a 
prince of great accomplifliments, and firft coufin to 
king John; he was therefore according tohisdefirc, 
baptized by that name. He embraced the Chriftian 
faith with fo n?uch zeal and ardour, as (hewed that he 
was inlightned by the divine grace in an extraordinary 
manner. Several of the grandees and great numbers 
of the common people came forth to meet the Portu- 
guefe ; they exprdflcd their fatisfaftion by the beating 
of drums, founding of trumpets, and all other marks 
of joy. Soufa having waited on the king, and paid 
his refpedls to him, then laied before him the particu- 
lars of his embafly from John. The king returned a 
pry polite anfwcr, in which he cxprefleJ the moft 
grateful fenfe for the kindnefs of his Portuguefe ma- 
^fty. He then requefted of Soufa to bring forrh the 
eligious robes, and the reft of the exterior ornaments 

.of 
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of Chriflianity, that they might be expofcd to the 
view of his people. His majefty beheld every thing 
he faw with a profound veneration^ When the crof* 
was held up, our people fell down upon their knees, 
and all who were prcfcnt followed their example. His 
majefty looked and enquired into every particular with 
unwearied attention, and furprifing curiofity. He 
was extremely attenrive to the priefts : and whatever 
they faid he retained in his memory, and related again 
to his queen : it was refolved upon that a church (hould 
be built. And notwitftanding the ftoncs were to be 
brought from the remoteft parts of the kingdom, yet 
by the hearty zeal of the king, and the great number 
of hands employed, a church was foon begun, and 
being in a (hort time finiftied, it was confecrated by 
the name of the Holy crofs. 

Whilft the king of Congo was buGed in this man- 
ner, he received intelligence that the inhabitants of an 
iQand fituate in a large lake, near the river Zaire, had 
revolted, and were laying walle the neighbouring ter- 
ritories. He therefore refolved to march againft them, 
to flop their progrefs, and punifh their infolente. But 
before he {ct out, he was, at his own defire, baptized 
and admitted into the Chriftian faith. His queen and 
feveral of the nobility, at the lame time, followed his 
example. The king took the name of John, and his 
queen that of Eleanor, that they might by this means 
Ihew their regard for their Portuguefe majefties. Soufa 
delivered to him a ftandard, on which a crofs was 
painted, telling him, at the fame time, to put a con- 
fidence therein ; for by this means he might over- 
come his enemies. The king accordingly marched a^ 
gainft his rebellious fubjcdts, and foon reduced them to 
obedience. 

When his majefty returned, Soufa was now about 

fetting out for Portugal, and they took leave of each 

. other in the'moft friendly terms. Soufa left feveral 

priefts for religious purpofes, and other perfons, who 

were to examine into the nature of the country, and 

the 
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the manners of its inhabitant?. Soon after his depar- 
turCj the king's eldefl: fon returned from the borders 
of his kingdom, where he had been waging war with 
fome neighbouring nation. He was likewife baptized, 
being named Alphonfo, from a fon of John-, and there 
were many other perfons of diftindion, who at the 
fame time became Chriftians. Great numbers of the 
common people embraced the Chriftian faith ; fo that 
ihe converts to chriftianity became every day more 
and more numerous. But notwithftanding this fuccefi, 
our holy religion had ftill many bitter enemies, amongft 
whom was Panfa Aquitim another fon of the king. This 
man oppofed Chriftianity with great obftinacy, and en- 
deavoured to inftil prejudices into his father. He faid, 
it was moft (hameful and fcandalous, to defert the an- 
cient inftitutions of their country, to break to pieces 
the images of their gods, and to violate their temples, 
which had hitherto been accounted facred. Befides, the 
king hiinfelf began to be fomewhat out of humour 
with a religion which confined him to his lawful wife, 
and prohibited the ufe of concubines. The women 
too, picjued at the thoughts of being deprived of the 
royal bed, laboured to the utmoft of their power to 
turn him from his jefolution. The forcerers and ma- 
gicians, who are in high efteem amongft the people cf 
this country, were likewife great obflacles to the pro- 
grefs of Chriftianity. Thefe men denounced threat- 
nings and punifhmcnts from the gods, againft all who 
fhould for&ke their ancient religion. 

Alphonfo oppofed the defigns of thefe men with 
great fpirit ; for which reafon they endeavoured to 
infligate his father againft him; and fo far did they 
impofe upon this fimple king, as to make them be- 
lieve his fon was forming a confpiracy againft him ; 
accordingly he banifhed him to the moft remote parts 
of the kingdom, and being infiuenced by the aavice 
of Panfa, his zeal for Chriftianity every day cooled. In 
a (hort time, however,^ he detefted the falfe accufation 
of his fon, and reftored him to his former honours. 

Alphonfo 
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Alphonfo was then fent as viceroy to fotiie part of this 
country j there he enadted a law, by which he made 
it a capital offence for any one to worfliip images. This 
decree raifed great commotions amongft the people^ 
and was the occafion of many entering into a confede- 
racy with his brother againft him. The king fent an 
exprefs for Alphonfo, intending to ^dvife him to drop 
his dcfign, and not to give rile to fuch a tumult. The 
fon returned anfwer, That having fuch a multiplicity of 
buHnefs on his hands, he could not go to his father^ 
nor could he be prevailed upon to abolifli the law* 
Hence it was, that great numbers of his fubjcfts flock* 
cd every day to his brother. 

In the mean while the old king, worn out with years 
and infirmities, was drawing towards his latter end. Se- 
veral perfons advifed Alphonfo of his father's weak 
ftate of heahh, and endeavoured to pcrfuade- him to 
march againft his brother, and take poffefllon of the 
kingdom : this, however, he could not be prevailed 
upon to attempt, till he had certain intelligence of his 
father's death. As foon as he was informed of thisj 
he fet out for the metropolis, which, according to his 
mother's advice, he entered in the night-time. The 
next day having called a meeting of thofe of the no- 
bility in whom he had fome confidence, he made a 
fpeech to them, in a plain oppofite to the palace* In 
this he fet forth his right to the crown by inheritance^ 
and the allegiance which they owed to him^ declaring^ 
at the fame time, that he would make it his fole view 
to promote the welfare of his fubjefts. Alphonfo was 
accordingly proclaimed king with all the demonftra* 
tionsofjoy ufual upon fuch occafions, WhenPanft 
heard this piece of news, he was at the head of a 
confidcrable army -, he divided it into two bodies, and 
marched direAy againft his brother. Alphonfo, on the 
other hand, had but a very few foldiers ; thefe, how- 
ever, he endeavoured to infpire with the moft exalted 
fentiments, telling them not to defpair, but to place 
th.eir confidence in tiie Supreme being, by whofe af^ 

fiftancei 



Book III. the PORTUGUESE, &c. j6t 

fiftance, they might hope to overcome the mod nu* 
merous enemy. He expeded his brother with undaunt* 
ed courage. Panfa accordingly attacked him with un- 
common fury, but Alphonfo and his men behaved in 
fuch a gallant manner, that they obliged the enemy to 
^ve way, and at laft gained a compleat vi£bory. Panfa, 
full of confternation, fled into tbe woods, where he 
fell into a pit made to catch wild beads, together with 
his genera^ a man of great courage and experience in 
v^zx. This officer Bnding himfelf thus taken, fent to 
che king, telling him that he judly merited death for 
his rebellious behaviour. Nor did he fuc for mercy, 
but earneftly conjured him, in the name of that God 
"whom his majefty worfliipped, that, before he fuffered 
the punifhment due to his crimes, he might be ad- 
mitted into the Chriftian faith. He (aid he was indif«- 
ferent as to this life, which was fo full of troubles and 
perplexities, but extremely anxious in regard to his 
eternal welfare. Moreover he added, that the over- 
throw of fuch a numerous army, by fo fmall a number^ 
was certainly owing to a fupernatural power; for which 
reafon he concluded Chrift to be the proper objeft of 
worlhip and adoration, and was therefore extremely 
Ibllicitous of being adopted into the chriftian faith. Al- 
phonfo not only granted his requed, but alfo gave him 
a free pardon, and afterwards employed him in feveral 
offices of trud, which he difcharged with the utmod 
fidelity. Panfa had received fcverai bruifes in ihc 
fall, which, together with the grief he felt at his 
misfortunes, carried him oflfin a few days; nor did he 
exprefs the lead remorfe for his wicked and unnatural 
behaviour. Alphonfo was now cdablifhed in the pot 
fcflion of his kingdom, and gained feveral confiderable 
viftorics over his enemies. He promoted the Chri- 
ftian religion with great zeal \ nor did he fpend more 
time in regulating the affairs of his kingdom than in 
forming the minds of his fubjeds to piety and de- 
votion. He ufed frequently to make fpeeches to his 
people, wherein he endeavoured to infpirc them with 
Vol. I. M ^ l<^v« 
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ti Tovc of jUftice ahd religion : he difcourfed to them 
on a future judgment, therein the good ahd bad wolild 
be rewarded or punilhed, according to their behaviour 
in this world : he reprefented to them the purity of the 
Chriftian doftrine ; and fet before them, as examples, 
thfe apoflles of our Saviour. In fliort, ais long ai hfe 
lived', he behaved with the utmoft probity, and ruled 
ovet his people like a good Chriftian and great prince. 

Emmanuel was overjoyed at the fuccefi of the Chri- 
ftian ttligion in that country, and he refolved to finiftx 
Surhat had beeh begun by John. Accordingly, in the 
year 1 564, he difpatched to Congo fereral learned and 
tdigious rten, to open fchools for the inftruftion of 
the youth ; together with fome mechanics, to teach 
them the ufcful arts. He fent at the fame time all the 
books relating to the Chriftian religion 5 fuch as gave 
the hiftory of our Saiaour, and contained the examples 
tof men eminent for piety. He took care that the 
prtefts fent for this purpofe ftiould have handfome fa- 
iries. Thefe men, at their arrival, were received with 
the m6ft jdyful acclamations ; for the natives of the 
country looked upon them with a kind of veneration. 
The king, in particular, gave them the kindeft recep- 
tion, and exprcffed himfelf in the moft grateful man- 
Vier for the ferviccs of Emmanuel : great numbers of 
kbt common people came from all parts to be baptized, 
{arid initiated in the Chriftian faith. But as the priefts 
•fior tfhe people did not underftand each other, the king, 
who was now pretty well verfed in the Portuguefe lan- 
guage, performed the office of an interpreter in a pub- 
lic affembly. Emmanuel had, at the fame time, fent 
ietters to his majefty, defiting him to fend his (bns to 
i^ortugal •, promifing that they (hould be carefully in- 
ftrufted in the Latin tongue, and all other polite litera- 
ture. Accordingly not only the king's fons, but ma- 
ny of the youpg nobility were fent to Lifbon, where 
they received a very liberal education, at the expence of. 
Emrnanuel. Of thefe there were fome who gave them- 
fclvcs much to the ftudy of religion 5 and at their re- 
turn 
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turn to Ethiophia, they made many converts to Chri- 
ilianity, by t-heir eloquent difcourfes and exemplary 
iives. 

This fame year Emmanuel fitted out another fleet 
for India, under the command of Lope Sorez Alva* 
reriga, whofe tranfaftions we propofe to give an ac- 
count of in their proper place ; and we (hall at prefent 
relate what happened to the Albuquerques. Alphonfo 
failed from Lifbon about a week fooner than Francis i 
the latter, however, reached India firft, and arrived 
at the ifland of Anchedive with two (hips only 5 one 
of which was commanded by Nicolas Coelo. The 
third commander, named Pedro Vafco Veiga, met 
with a mod unlucky fate ; his Ihip being, as fuppofed, 
either funk or burnt, fiere Albuquerque found Pe- 
dro Ataide and the other Portuguefe officers. As fodn 
as he learnt from the cataftrophe of Soder, arid the 
diftreffed circumftances to which the king of Cochin 
was reduced, he refolved, notwithftanding the rigour 
of the fcrafon, to fail direAly for Cananor. Accord- 
ingly he fct out for that place with his two (hips, and 
the other four, which lay then at anchor in Anchedive. 
Upon his arrival at Cananor, the king gave him a 
more particular account of Trimumpar's misfortunes ; 
for which reafon he failed dire&ly for Vaipin, where 
that piince ftill remained. The Portuguefe who were 
with him, when they fpied the (hips, were tranfported 
to the utmoft pitch of joy. The king could not con- 
tain himfclf, but called aloud, Portugal, Ponugal, and 
run in the higheft extacy to embrace the Portuguefe 
officers, who received him with joyful (houts, and pro- 
mifed 10 reinftate him in his throne. The naires ^f 
Calicut, and the red of the foldiers who had been leff 
as a garifon in Cochin, were feized with a panic at the 
arrival of our people, and immediately left the city. 
At this time Duarte Paclieco, who had failed from 
Lift)6n with Alphonfo Albuquerque, arrive-d with his 
fhfp and joined the reft of the fleet in Vaipin. Fran- 
cis Albuquerque beftowed the higheft eftcamiums on 
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Trimumpar, and returned him the thanks of Emma- 
nuel for his fidelity. Befides, as he knew him to be 
at prefent very low in his circu (lances, he was ex- 
tremely liberal to him in many refpeSs, and made him 
a prtfcnt of i coco ducats. This piece of gcnerofity, 
at fuch a junfture, was very acceptable to Trimumpar. 
The fame of this liberal ad raifcd the admiration of 
all the princes in that country, efpecially of the zamo- 
rin ; for the kings in India, although they are proud 
and haughty, and poffcfs great revenues, yet they ge- 
nerally live upon a moderate income, and are great 
lovers of money. Albuquerque thought there was no 
time to be delayed ; accordingly on the day of his ar- 
rival he paffed over to Cochin with Trimumpar, and, 
in the name of Emmanuel, re-eftabli(hed bim in the 
poffeffion of his kingdom ; and left the fpirics of his 
men Ihould be blunted by ina£livicy, he failed to ah 
ifland oppodte Cochin, the prince of which had re- 
volted from Trimumpar to the zamorin. He fell up- 
on the enemy unawares, killed many of them, burnt 
fome of their towns and villages, and then returned to 
Cochin. 

The next day he (leered for another idand, which 
had likewife proved unfaithful to Trimumpar, The 
prince had in arms 2000 men ; and there were befides, 
a confiderable number of paraos from Calicut, which 
cruized near the ifland. Albuquerque ordered Pacheco 
to attack this fleet, whilft at the fame time Coelo, 
Antoni de.Campo and Ataide, were to engage the land 
forces. Pacheco accordingly executed his orders with 
great fpirit and fuccefs ; he funk feveral of thcfc pa- 
raos, the reft he obliged to fhjeer off, after having killed 
great numbers of their men.. The other commanders 
had the like fuccefs, having -roured the enemy at the 
firft onfct: they forced their way into the royal palace, 
though furroundcd with a rarnpart, killed the prince 
himfeif, and fired the building; and thus having gain- 
ed a complcat viftory, returned the fame day to Co- 
chin. Albuquerque failed next day againft the ifland 

of 
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of Repelin. The prince of this place, being confcioua 
of his treachery, had prepared to make a ftout refift- 
ancc. He had 2000 naires under his command ; ^with 
thefe he marched towards the fhore, in order phin-^ 
der the landing of the Portuguefe. The difpute, for 
fome lime, was warm on both fides ; the enemy, how- 
ever, were at laft obliged to fave themfclves by flight. 
Our people purfued them to the largeft town in the 
ifland ; there the prince rallied his men, and drew them 
up in battle array : the Hghc was accordingly renewed, 
and the enemy fought with defpefate obftinacy. The 
conteft, whilit it continued, was fierce and bloody; 
but it ended in a compleat vidory to the Portuguefe. 
They killed great numbers of the enemy, and drove 
many of them headlong into the fea ; then they gave, 
the ifland to be plundered by Trimumpar's Ibldiery ; 
and the towns and villages were afterwards burnt by 
the orders of Albuquerque, 

The king of Cochin being fettled in hi3 dominions, 
and his enemies punifhed for their perfidy by the bra- 
very of our people, Albuquerque now thought it was 
a very proper time to defire he would allow him to 
build a fore as a bulwark to the Portuguefe, and 4 de- 
fence to his majefty againft the attempts of the zamo- 
rin. The king very readily granted this requeft-, fay- 
ing. That to him and Emmanuel he owed bis life, hi^ 
crown, and proteftion from his enemies. He not on- 
ly allowed him to build a fort, but even oflFered to do 
it at his own expence. There was accordingly a very 
convenient place fixed upon for that purpofe. The 
fituation was high, and commanding a narrow arm pf 
the fea ; fo that our people, from fuch a place, could 
cafily prevent the zamorin's (hips from pafling that: 
way^ The foundation was laid on the 27th of Sep- 
tember 1503. The king furnilhed many hands. All 
the Portuguefe, without diftinftion, helped to carry on 
the work. The fourth day after it was begun, Al- 
phonfo Albuquerque came to Cipchif jfo that the num- 
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ber of workmen being mcreafed, the fort was foon 
finifhed. 

A confultation being held amongft the Portuguefe 
officers, it was refblved that Albuquerque and the reft 
©f the commanders, together with fome of Trimum- 
par's foldiers, (bould go and attack feme towns which 
belonged to the prince of Repelin. Thefe were di- 
ftanc about 20 miles from Cochin, fituate near the 
banks of a river which difcharges itfelf into that arm 
of the fea above- men tk)ned. Our people having ac- 
cordingly fet out in their long boats, attacked the ene- 
my by furpize : they killed vaft nun^bers of them, 
and made great depredations in their lands. The re- 
port of this havock being foon fpread abroad, alarmed 
the neighbouring towns, and the whole country was 
up in arms : above 6000 naires came to the afllftance 
of their countrymen. Thefe men attacked our pcofk 
with fo much fury, that they were obliged to retreat} 
which was done, however, in good order. The enemy 
continued ftill to prcfs them very clofcly, and not only 
annoyed them with their miffivc weapons, but: like- 
wife charged them fword in hand. If the Portiiguefe 
had not kept their order, they muft certainly have fu- 
ftained a great lofs ; but as they were free: from con- 
fufion, and the boats were near, they at lad got all 
aboard, though not without the utmoft difficulty and 
danger. Duarte Pacheco was in the greateft jeopardy, 
not being able to find his boat ; which, by the rafli- 
ncfi of fome of his men, had been removed from its 
fAace. The enemy, in the mean time, endeavoured 
to cut him off before he could have affiftance ; but . 
this brave man wichftood their fury till the Albuquer- 
que?, who faw him in this dangerous (ituation, came 
to his aid. The Portuguefe having thus made their 
retreat, went for Cochin. There were e^ht of them 
Woun4ed in this engagement, but not one killed. Ma- 
ny of the enemy were flain, feven of their paraos 
were taken, and fifteen burnf . 
' ' ' ' The 
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The fpirits of the Pprtugycfc officf rs were i\ow 
wifcd to fuch 9 degree^ that they would allo^ their 
men no refpite. The following night they fet out in 
th^ir long boats to dcftroy fonae other villages belojig- 
ing to the prince of Repelin. Alphonfo advanced be- 
fore the reft with t party of his men 5 but the enemy, 
who lay in ambafc«ide, falling upon him with great fu- 
ry, killed two of his men, and wounded twenty. In 
this dangerous lituation he very much fignalized him- 
felf for his gallantry, having fought with great intrc^ 
pidity till break of day, when Francis Albuquerque, 
and the other p0icer$ came to his affiftance. Their ar- 
rival gave frcfti courage to our men, and ftruck fuch a 
panic into >he enemy, that thpy gave way, and betook 
thenifclves to flight. The Portuguefe having conti-r 
owed the pprfqit, flew great numbers of the enemy, 
and fired the villagies. 

The fame day they failed for the ifland of Cambal, 
where they kilM aboye 700 men : nor did they ftop 
here, but carrij^ their arms into the zamorin's territo- 
ries; yi'here they laid wafte the lands, and made great 
havock anYQng(l iche inhabitants. The enemy muftered 
6000 pipn, who attacked our people ^ thefe, however, 
were repulfcd, though not without fome difficulty. 
About the fame time Duarte Pacheco, defeated and 
gave chace to 24 paraos of Calicut, which had been 
Rationed with a defign to intercept the fliips trading to 
Cochin. 

The fame of the Port'uguefe arms was now fpread 
every where, and the merchants were afraid to bring 
their fpices tp Cochin ; for which reafon Alphonfo Al- 
buquerque f^Ued for Coulan, to load three (hips. This 
ciiYf in former times, was the firfl: in thefe parts for 
greatnefs apd opulence, but in proportion as Calicut 
rofe in xrade and riches, Coulan beg^n to decline. It 
lies about 48 miles fouth-eail: of Cochin ; has a very 
commodious harbour, and is fituate upon an excellent 
livery which, inhigh tide, is able to carry fhips of acon- 
^erable burthen. The navigation up this river is very 
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fafe, dangerous only in one refpcA, that it being but 
narrow, the enemy often lie in ambufcade on the banks 
of each (ide. The religious, as well as civil cuftoms 
of the inhabitants, are tiiuch the (ame as the reft of 
the Malabars. They are a warlike people, and are 
almoft continually waging war with the king of Nar- 
finga, whofe dominions are not only very cxtenfive in 
the eaftern parts of India, but reach likewiie to the re- 
moteft corners of the weft. The princes of Coulan 
ufed chiefly to refide in the inland towns; fo that the 
city of Coulan was generally committed to the nw- 
nagemcnt of feme trufty perfons : part of the king- 
dom is inhabited by Chriftians, who follow the doc- 
trine preached by Sr. Thomas. Thefc men had gone 
through various fcenes of fortune ; and for the fake of 
their religion, had fufFered many grievances; yet, amidfl: 
all their calamities, they remained unfhaken, and main- 
tained their Chriftian faith with the utmoft perfcve- 
rance. There is in this city a very antient church, 
which the Chiiftians believe to have been built by Sr. 
Thomas. The body of this apoftle is faid to have been 
buried in the kingdom of Narfinga, in a church which 
is highly revered not only by the Chriftians, but by 
the Arabs likewiftr, and moft other nations in the eaft. 
Thomas is reported to have performed many wonder- 
ful things in this country, by healing the fick, and rer 
lieving the diftrcfied. At the time when Alphonfo 
arrived at Coulan, the queen dowager, in the place of 
her fon who was not of age, then managed the king- 
dom with great reputation. He was received very 
kindly by the leading men of the city ; who, in the 
name of the queen, treated him with the higheft re- 
fped, and granted him whatever he requefted. He 
made a friendly alliance with this people, and left Se- 
veral Portuguef^, under the royal protedtion, totraiifad^ 
Emmanuel's affairs. Having loaded hislbips, he then 
returned for Cochin. 

In the mean while, the zamorin being fenfiblc what 
an imprudent condud: he had riin into at the inftiga- 
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ti(Hi of the Arabians, was now determined co make a 
tFcatjr of friendlhip with the Portugitefe 1 and left it 
might be interrupted by the nratagems of thcfe men, 
he refolved to do it in great fccrecy, - He was, at the 
iame time, ftrongiy urged by the continual folicitacion 
of Naubeadarlm^ who, as we have already mentioned, 
was a ftrong advocate for the Portuguefe. A treaty 
was accordingly entered into betwixt our people and 
the zamorin. The conditions were thefe, ' That all 

* the (hips which had been fitted out againft the Por- 

* tuguele Or their allies, ftiould be immediately with- 

* drawn : that rcftitution fhould be made of thofe 

* goods which had been taken away by the Arabians 

* or their aflbciates, during the tumult wherein Correa 

* was killed : that the zamorin (hnuld grant a certain 
' quantity of fpices to the Portuguefe, within a limited 

* time: and that helhouldnoialtowthe Arabs, who traded 

* at Calicut, the liberty of failing to Arabia.' More- 
over, Francis Albuquerque demanded, that the two 
Milanele who had delerted to the zamorin, Ihould be 
furrendered. This, however, his majefty would not 
grant, pretending that it would be moft fcandalous tn 
him to betray thofe whom he had received into his pro- 
leflion i however, he agreed to every other requeft. 

Things being thus fettled, Naubeadarim went for 
Cranganor to fee the fpices weighed out which were to 
be given to Pacheco ; who, by the orders of Francis 
Albuquerque, had come there for that purpofe. In 
the mean while, when Pacheco had received the greatcft 
part of his loading, it happened that a fhip of Calicut 
with fpices, was in her way to Cranganor. Fernando 
Correa having heard of it, fent fome of his men to 
intercept this veflcl, and bring her to Cochin. Thofe 
who were aboard, finding themfelves attacked in this 
hodile manner, called aloud, that a moft folemn treaty 
had been entered into betwixt the zamorin and the Por- 
tuguefe, and yet to be thus ufed, was moft fcandalous 
and unjuft. Moreover, they added, that their ihip 
was bound for Cranganor, with fpices i which, in or- 
der 
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dcr to fulfil the zamorin*s engagement, were to be de- 
livered to the Fortuguefe; they hoped, therefore, oyr 
people would not give umbrage to the zanriorin» by 
forcibly taking jhofe goods which the Portugucfe would 
obtain without fuch violent proceedings : but Corre^, 
ncverrhcleis, perfifted in bis refolucion. The fbip was 
accordingly taken, and plundered ; fix of her men were 
killed, and many wounded : nor did our people CQmc 
off with impunity, for fcvera) of them were wounded 
in the engagement ; fo that an inconfiderable quantity 
of fpices was pqrchafed at the expence of honour and 
juftice, and an efFufion of blood. 

When Naubeadarim came to the knowledge of this 
afiiir, be demanded fatisfaftiqn from Francis Albu- 
querque ; tejling him, * That by this violation of the 

* treaty, the zamorin would be highly provoked ; and 
' an opportunity would be given to the Arabians to 
^ break the peace, and rekindle a war. It was moft 
' fliameful (he laid) that the Portuguefe (hould take 
' upon them to punifli injuftice in others, and they 

* themfelves to be guilty of the like feandalous prac- 

* tices. You yourfelves, (conitinued he) thought, and 
' not without reafon, that you had a iufRcient caufe to. 
' declare war againft the zamorin when he refufcd fa- 
' tisfaclion for the murder of Aures Correa, and the 
' plundering of your goods. And will you refufe re- 
' rirefs to his majefty, when he has the like caufe of 
' complaint ? Befides (added he) the king himfclf is 

* naturally fickle and paflionate, and fp apt is he to be 
' influenced by the malicious infinuations of the Ara- 

* biai)S, that without the leaft provocation be did the 

* Fortuguefe all the mifchief in his power. And wh^c 

* will he fcruple now to do, when his indignation is 

* moved by fuch feandalous and unjuil treatment ?* 
Thefe, ^nd many other things to the fame purpote, 
were urged by Naubeadarim ; but Francis tueatcd ail 
his remonftrances with contempt. It is not cafy to 
determine whether this behaviour of Albuquerque was 
owing to his own perfidious principles, or his fear of 

punifhing 
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punithing Correa i but whatever was the motive, his 
conduct at this juncture certainly tarfiilhed all his for- 
mer glory. The zamorin, enraged to the higheft de- 
gree. Ordered a fleec to be again equipped, and fol- 
diers to be levied, being determined to carry on war 
by fea and land againft the Portuguere, as well as the 
king of Cochin and ail their allies. 

Trimumpar being informed of rhele preparations, 
ffarntftly rcqucftcd of Francis Albuquerque, that at his 
departure he would leave h m fiich a lorcc as would 
• enable him to withftand the hollile attempts of the za- 
morin. This he accordingly promilcd to do, but his 
performance fell very much Ihort of a man of honour ; 
for he left only on; Ihip, two caravels, and another 
fmall veffel wiih 100 men. There were bcfidesjo 
Poriuguefe at Cochin; and this was all the ftrength 
Francis left him. to fland out againft fo forcnidable an 
enemy. The command of this fmall number was 
given to DuartePachccoi who, with the grcaieftchear- 
fulnefs, was ready to facrifice his life for the glory of 
the Chriltian nanie, and the honour of his royal ma- 
iler. 

In the mean while, Alphonfo Albuquerque came 
from Coulan, and the two brothers firt fail at the fame 
_r__ r---^ Cochin, and ftcered for Cananor. where AI- 

eccivcd a letter from Ri 
left with Naubeadarim tc 

lien an account of the \ 
the zamorin : he receiv 

jebequo, to the fame etfet 
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where having got a fmall veflel, he failed with part of 
his men for Mozambique, where he died ; the reft 
went for Melinda. 

About the fame time, Antony dc Saldanna was at 
fea, and had fufFered various hard (hips. Soon after 
the departure of the Albuquerqucs from Liflx)n, this 
man had been fent by Emmanuel with three fbips, to 
cruize in the mouth of the Red Sea. Diego Fernand 
Peteira, one of the commanders, being fcparatcd from 
the other two by ftrcfs of weather, made the port of 
Melinda. He touched next at Socotora, an ifland hi- 
therto unknown to our people, fituate very near the 
mouth of the Red Sea; here he determined to lay all 
winter : but Saldannj, by the unfldlfulnefs of his pilor, 
was carried into the ifland of St. Thomas, which lies 
direftly under the Line. After he had departed from 
thence, he met with another violent dorm, which part- 
ed from him Roderick Laurence Ravafco. Saldanna, 
in endeavouring to make the Cape of Good Hope, was, 
by the ignorance of the fame pilot, carried into a bay, 
where he watered his (hip : this place was for that rea- 
fon called Aguada del Saldanna. Ravafco having turn- 
ed the promontory much fooner, failed for Mozambi- 
que, and ihence to Qutloa : here he waited 20 days j 
but as Saldanna did not arrive in that time, he failed 
for Zanzibar, an iflund about 80 miles weft ward from 
Mombaze. It is divided from the main land by an 
arm of the fea fo narrow, that every fliip pafling this 
way, is feen from the ifland as well as the continent. 
Ravafco cruized about Zanzibar two months, in which 
time he took above 20 rich ftiips belonging to that 
ifland ; nor would he refl:ore them till he had received 
tor each a confiderable ranfom. This behaviour to 
thefe iflanders, who had hitherto lived on friendly terms 
with our people, very much hurt our intereft in thofc 
parts, and almoft entirely alienated their afFeftions from 
the Poituguefe. The prince fent to Ravafco, telling 
him he was aftoniflied that a commander of the Por- 
tiigucfe, a nation fo famed for their fidelity, (hould 
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commit fuch hoftilities againft a people who had given 
him no offence; nay, on the contrary, who were 
friends to the Portugucfe. To this meflage Ravafco 
returned a mod haughty infolent anfwer ; fo that the 
prince being provoked by fuch treatment, fitted out 
fome paroas to attack Ravafco ; but before thefe were 
ready to put to fea, Gomeze Carafco, and Laurence 
Phceo, by the orders of Ravafco, were fent againft 
them in the long boar, well manned and armed. They 
took four of the paroas, and drove the reft to flight. 
They likewife killed four men, amongft whom was the 
princess fon. When the prince faw that neither rea- 
fon nor force could avail him, he refblved to make a 
peace with Ravafco^ which was accordingly concluded, 
and he obliged himfelf to pay an annual tribute to 
Emmanuel. 

Things being thus- fettled, Ravafco diredled his 
courfe for Melinda, the prince of which kingdom was 
at this time engaged in a bloody war with the king of 
Mombaze ; he therefore failed to the harbour of Mpm- 
baze, where he took two merchant (hips and three 
fmall veficls. Amongft the prifoners taken Were twelve 
Arabians, men of great fortune and weight in the city 
of Brava, about 400 miles from Mombaze. They 
gave a confiderable fum of money for their ranfom ; 
and furrendered their city to the protcftion of the 
Portuguefe, promifing, upon thdir faith and honour, 
that they and the reft of the citizens would be under 
the fubjedion of king Emmanuel Ravafco then fixt 
an annual tribute, which they were to pay to his Por- 
tuguefe majefty. After this treaty was agreed upon, 
there arrived a very rich fhip, which thefe Arabians had 
for (bme time expedled : this, however, Ravafco did not 
moleft ; nor would he allow any one to injure thefe 
new allies. In the mean while, Saldanna reached 
Mombaze with three (hips he had taken in his voyage. 
The king frightened at this formidable appearance, 
and being afraid that the refentment of the Portuguefe 
might fall upon him, he made peace with the prince 
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Portuguefe would have purfucd them, had they not 
been checked by Mcncz, who ordered them direfliy to 
frt about burning the galley of three tire of oars. They 
accordingly executed his commands, and at the fame 
limp, towed along with them five of the enemies two- 
banked galleys, together with two Ihip of war, and 
they retook alfo one of the Pot tuguefe mips ; but beir^ 
unable to bring off the reft, they burnt them that diey, 
might be of no ufe to the enemy. Mcnez having thus 
fuccceded in his enterprizc, and perceiving that the 
enemy grew more and more numerous, failed down 
the river with great cafe, the tide beginning now to 
ebb: nor in the whole of this affair did he lofe anjr 
more than one man ; and he returned with twelve fliipa 
into the Port of Arzilla, from whence he had fct ottt 
with four only. The hardincfs and intrepidity of ibis 
man, ftruck a terror into the enemy, when they fa* 
that he had dared, under the very mouth of their can- 
non, to force hb way inta the harbour, and with fo 
fmall a fleet to threaten ruin and deftru£lion to a citf 
fo ftrongly fortified. Nor were they fo much con- 
cerned tor the lofs of their men and Ihips, as alamiKl 
with the ama^ng intrepidity of the aftion; and they 
were afraid that our men, being emboldened by fiK- 
ccis, would attempt ftill greater things. 

The news of this expedition, was extremely grateiul 
to Emmanuel, who beftowed the higheft encomiums 
on the bravery, condud and vigilance of Mcnez. But 
this gallant man was indefatigable in his purfuit after 
glory i for, by his means, the enemy foon after fuf- 
fercd another confiderable defeat. There is a mountain 
called Farrob, which I take to be a part of the Lefler 
Atlas. It is about twenty miles from Arztla; at the 
bottom there runs a river, the waters of which, in the 
winter, are fwelled to fuch a degree, that they becoine 
unfordable. The enemy, therefore, looked upon thu 
mountain to be a place of great fecuriiy, and generally 
pitched their winter quarters in the adjacent villages, 
where they fed great numbers of all forts of cattle. 
Men« 
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Mencz ordered two (quare boats to be built of fuch 
a fize chat each of them might be carried upon a horfe ; 
he went abput this with fo much fecrecy, that the 
workmen knew not for what they were defigned. The 
poats being Hnifhed, he deferred his defign till there 
happened to be a very rainy tempeftuous night. Now 
he tl^pught it a very, proper time for the execution of 
his fcheme ; acfcordingly hp ordered the fignal to b6 
given to arms. Thi3 not a little furprifed all his men^ 
who little thought of entering upon any warlike ex* 
peditibn, in fuch ftormy weather. However^ they had 
all to high an opinion of the wifdom and experience 
bf their general, that they concluded it hoc to be 
done without a fiifficient reafon; and having armed 
themfelves, followed him without the leaft hefitacioni 
Nor did any one enquire what was his defign, or whl- 
fchcf he marched. Menez took two hundred dnd 
iweilty cavalry with him^ to whom^ as foon as he 
thought proper, he laid open his fcheme^ Ihewed them 
how eafily it might be put in execution, and en- 
deavoured to infpire them with courage and refolution 
to perform their duty. He at the fame time told them^ 
that if any prefent were afraid to venture upon this en- 
fcerprize, to fuch he gave frce^ liberty, nay entreated 
them, to return home : for he faid he was much more 
fconfident of liiccefs in an^ exploit wich a few brave 
rnen, than with a greatei" number who were timorous 
and diffidently There Was not one of his foldiers- how- 
ieyer, fo far loft to a fenfe of honour^ as to accept of 
this propofaK .When they came to the river, which 
had ovei^flowed its banks to a fnuch greater degree, 
than c6ul(i be expefted, Mentz ordered the boaits to 
Idc plaqed by the water-fide ; then he commanded Fer- 
l[3inand Freitas, one of his fervants, to fwim acrofs the 
river, with the extremity of a rope in his teeth,v ^hich 
was tied to one of the boats i this man when he got: to 
the oppofite bank could with the grtateft eafe draw 
bVer the bodt; In like rtiainner, the other tied to the 
firfta Was moved at the fame time 5 fo that there being. 
Vol. I. N lope* 
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ropes reaching from the boats to each fide of the rivcr^ 
they could be pulled backwards ^nd forwards with the 
greateft facility. The foldicrs having taken the faddles 
off their horfes, threw them iiDto the boats. The Por- 
tuguefe then went aboard, and holding their horfes 
by the reins, by this means obfiged them to fwim after 
them. 

Having paffed over the river after this manner, 
they again mounted their horfes, and followed their 
leader in the dead of the night, through many marlhy 
places, where the horfes were up to the belly in mud 
and water. Menez, who was well acquainted with 
the' country, marched on till he approached the vil- 
lages, where he lay in ambufh with his men in a place 
very convenient for that purpofe. Sy break of day 
(the weather being now fair) the inhabitants of the 
mountain began to defcend to the valleys, fome to 
look after their corn fields, fome driving their cattle 
to pafture, whilft others were going to take the diver- 
fion of hunting. Menez, however, was yetunwflling 
to come forth till he fliould fee a greater number erf" 
the enemy to attack. But it happened that two of 
the Moors, who were hunting, difcovered him and his 
party for which reafon he was obliged to fally forth 
immediately. He fell accordingly upon the enemy 
unawares, took feveral of them prifoners, killed great 
numbers, and having made a confiderable booty, drew 
off his men in fafety. When our people reached the 
river, they drove the cattle they had taken into the 
water, and obliged them to fwim over ; then they 
themfelvcs croffed the river again^ after the fame man- 
ner, and with the fame facility as they had done the 
preceding night. They entered Arzila in the dufk of 
the evening, to the greateft furprize and admiration 
of all who remained in that place -, forevery one looked 
upon it to be almoft impraftkable, to pafs the river 
infuch tempefluous weather; or if this was effefted, 
thfcy reckoned it next to an impoffibility, that they 
ihould cfcape from i^ numerous and warlike an enemy, 
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when their retreat muft be attended with Co much dif- 
ficulty, and might haVe been rendered ftili more fo^ 
by cutting the ropes of their boats. 

Whilft thcfe things, as above related^ happened in 
Portugal and Africa, Trimumpar and the Portuguefe 
in his kingdom were embarrafled with a heavy war* 
The zamorin, as we have already mentioned, had 
levied a formidable army, and fitted out a ftrong fleet 
before the Albuquerques fet out for Portugal ; Pacheco 
having left them at Cananor, had failed for Cochin* 
When the king perceived what an inconfidetable force 
was left him by our people, and, at the fame time, re- 
ceived intelligence of the enemy's being Co numerous, 
that a pretty large army feemed hardly able to cope 
with them, and underftood likewife, that not only 
ibc Arabian merchants, who fupplied his people with 
corn, but many of his other citizens had likewife thought 
of deferting him, nay great numbers, had already re- 
volted to the zamorin 5 when he confidered thefe cir- 
cumflances, I fay, he was in the utmoft defpair. He 
was not a little uneafy with regard to the behaviour of 
the Portuguefe ; for he could not but account it the 
greatcft madnefs, if Pacheco fliould oflFer, with" fuch 
a handful of men, to engage the enemy 5 nay he was 
at laft of opinion, that a defigned trick had been put 
upon him by Francis Albuquerque: for had this man 
been fincere in his profeffions of friendfhip, he concluded, 
and not without reafbn, that he muft have had a re- 
gard to his fafety, and would have left him a larger 
reinforcement. Being diflrafted with thefe thoughts^ 
he' went to Pacheco, and earneftly conjured him to 
fpeak his mind with opennefs and candour: telling 
him, at the fame time, he had behaved to the Por-* 
tuguefe with fo much fidelity, that, it they proved 
treacherous to him, he had the greatcft reafon to com^ 
plain of their ingratitude and injuftice. ' However^ 

• (added he) I come not at prefent co implore your 

• affiftance in my diftrefs; let me only conjure you rtoc 

• to aft towards me with diflimulation. If ^all expec- 
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tation oF aid From you is cut off, then perhaps I may 
yet dcvife feme method to favc myfelf and my Jcing- 
dom from utter dcftrudlion. Whereas if I am buoyed 
up with falfe hopes, I may then negleA the proper 
opportunity of bringing things to an accommoda- 
tion, and, when it is too late, I (hall in vain bewail 
tny misfortunes. You muft know then, that 1 can- 
not help thinking you was leFt by the Albuquerqucs 
only to tranfad the afiairs of Emmanuel in India, 
without any intention to aflift me : for if they had 
had'thc lead concern for my prefervaiion, is ic likely, 
that of fo (Irong a fleet, and fuch a number of forces, 
they fhould have Itfc only three fmall leaky ihips, 
and fuch an inconfiderable number of fbldiers? If 
indeed your intention is, when you (cc me involved 
in difHculties, to retire to Coulan and Cananor, then 
your ftrength is fufEcient for that purpofe. But if 
you are refolved to defend my kingdom from the 
incurfions of a powerful enemy, then I think 1 may 
with rcafon affirm, that the Albuquerqucs have aded 
without the leafl prudence or forcfight. I therefore 
again entreat, and, in the name of that deity whom 
you worfhip, conjure you not to deceive me, but to 
declare fincerely, whether you intend as a friend to 
alTift me in my diftrefs, or if you defign to avoid 
the impending ftorm, by removing to another place/ 
Pacheco was moved with indignation at this fpeech, 
calling in queftion his fidelity and honour, which is the 
greatdl indignity that could be offered to a man of 
probity. In his anfwer to the king, he was unable to 
conceal his refentment, and cxpoflulated with him in 
a very warm manner concerning this affront: * His 

* honour, (he added; had been always more dear to 

* him than life itfclf. Nor was there any reafon to 

* complain of the Albuquerques, fince they had left a 

* fufEcient force to curb the infolence of the; zamorin*, 

* for viftory was not procured by the rafhnefs of an 

* undifciplined multitude, but by the bravery and 

* good conduit of a few. Befides, that the king- 

* dom 
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* dom of Cochin was divided from that of Cahcut by 

* a river and an arm of the fea, fo narrow that ic might 

* be defended by a handful of men, againft a mod nu- 

* merous enemy. ^ Moreover, that he depended not 

* a litde on the divine aid, infomuch that he hoped, 

* nay was almoft confident, that the zamorio would 

* not only be conquered, but alfo carried in chains 

* to Portugal. He bid the king of Cochin therefore 

* be of good courage -, and as for his own part, he 

* was determined to fight to the laft, 5n defence of his 

* honour and dignity.* This fpeech raifed the king's 
fpirits and gave him frefh hopes : he gave the manage- 
ment of the war to Pacheco, who lent for feveral of 
the Arabian merchants, fuch as were mod eminent for 
their wealth and power; thefe he endeavoured to ani- 
mate wi(h courage, and advifed them, in the ftrongefl: 
terms, not out of a groundlefs apprchenfion to abandon 
a place where they had hitherto lived fo advantage- 
oufly. He, at the fame time, oflfcred feveral reafons, to 
convince them that they ought not to defpair of vic- 
tory. Laftly, he pronounced the fevered threats againft 
thofe, who ftiould out of treachery or cowardice, de- 
fert Trimumpar. This, he faid, he was willing to de- 
clare publickly, that every one might know fuch a 
cringe fhould not go unpuniflied : nor was it poffible 
for any one to efcape undifcovercd; for he affured them, 
he would place guards in fuch a manner, that no man 
could go off by fea or land, without his knowledge. 
^ Whoever therefore (added he) has any regard for 

* his life, let bitn det(5ft the infamous thought of de- 

* ferting his country, for if any man fhall attempt fuch 

* a diQionourable acflion, let him be affured he fhall 

* fuffer the moft cruel death.* He delivered this fpeech 
with great flernnefs and refolution, but efpecially, when 
he fpoke the lafl words : his eyes fparkled, and his 
whole countenance carried fuch a threatning air, that 
]ie flruck a terror into all who heard him. They an- 
fwered, that they would remain unfhaken in their duty; 
gqd that the kingfhould have no rcafoa (Q complain of 

N 3 their 
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their diQoyalcy. Hence it happened, that all thofe who 
intended to leave the dty of Cochin (fome from in-i- 
clinatiron, others from fear) dropt their defign. 

Facheco, in the mean while, failed backward and 
forward in the river, and ftationed foldiers in all the 
paflages, both by Tea and land, to prevent any one 
flying from the iiland. It happened, at this time 
that two fiihermen, who had gone a Bihing without 
his leave, were brought before him. He alledged, that 
thefe men had intended to dcfert ; for which reaibn^ 
with a loud and threatning voice, he ordered them to 
be carried back to the ifland, and there hanged. When 
the king was informed of this, he eameftly begged 
of him to pardon thefe unfortunate men. Pacheco 
returned for anfwcr. * That he was afloniihed how 46 
^ wife a prince (hould be Co remifs in punifhing fuch 
^ a heinous crime : that at fuch a dangerous jundure, 

* the rtins of government ought not to be (lackened, 

* but difcipline kept up with the utmoft feverity ; for 

* the punifhment of thefe men would deter thofc who 

* might be willing to commit fuch praftices, whereas 
^ the pardoning of them would cert^nly tend to 

* encourage the like treachery in others : for which rca- 

* fon, he faid, he would by no means fiiffcr the king, 

* by his indifcreet lenity, fo far to endanger the honour 
^ and fafety of his kingdom.* Pacheco, however, pri- 
vately fent a meffenger to Trimumpar, to inform him, 
that he did not intend to put the fifhermen to death, 
but only made an appearance of this ftverity, in or- 
der to keep others to their duty. The two men were 
fecretly in the night conveyed to the king's palace, 
where they were concealed with the utmoft careful- 
rcfs, that the people might not difcover they had been 
frightened by a mere (hew of feverity. 

Pacheco took all necefiary meafures for the fccurity 
of Cochin ; biit not content with afting merely on the 
defenfive, he refolved likewife to anoy the enemy. He 
therefore frequently croffcd the, river, and made in- 
curfions upon ?hc territories of Repelin, and. the ad- 
joining 
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joining country. He fired feveral of the villages, 
killed many of the inhabitants, and at various times 
gave the higheft inftances of his alertnefs in military 
affairs, by falling upon the enemy unawares. The 
zamorin being informed of thefe things, drew out 
his army, with great expedition, and marched to- 
wards Repelin. Pacheco was apprized of the za- 
morin's appproach, and the number of his forces, by 
a letter from Roderick Reinel, who at this time, was 
afflidled with a violent fit of ficknefs, of which he died 
foon after at Calicut. When this news reached Co- 
chin, the Arabians began to raife frelh commotions, 
by foliciting the people to revolt, but the flriftnefs 
and vigilance of Pacheco deterred them from fuch an 
attempt. 

The kingdom of Cochin, towards the north, where 
the enemy were to make their defcent, is divided by 
feveral arms of the fea, into many litde iflands : in 
fuch a manner, however, that it is extremely difficult 
for an army to pafs from one to the other, becaufe 
thefe ftreights cannot be pafTed afoot, nor is eafy to 
ferry over in boats, by reafon of the many (hallow 
places. It is likewife extremely difficult to atttack 
the city of Cochin from the open fea, the entrance to 
the harbour being very narrow and dangerous. The 
zamorin did not choofe to attempt the ford formerly 
pafled by him, when he drove Trimumpar out of his 
kingdom, becaufe he remembred the great lofs he had 
fuftained in that affair, and concluded it would now 
be much more dangerous, when the king of Cochin 
was affifted by the Portuguefe. 

In the ifland called Cambalam, fituate to the eaft-' 
ward, at a little diftance from Repelin, there is a ford, 
not very difficult, to the country of Cochin. Thither 
the zamorin moved his fleer and army, thinking that 
he might pafs over with his forces, to dcftroy the 
Porruguefe and the people of Cochin. But Pachecoi 
with the utmoft vigour, prepared to oppofc his paf- 
fage : and in order to fhew how little he was afraid 
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of the zamorin^s power, he qne night made an excur^r 
fion with fomc of his forces, and having entered the 
town of Repeljn, killed feveral of the inhabitants, fome 
^fleep, and others half awake. Our men fiaying been 
thus fuccefsful, the fignal vvas given, and they retreated. 
Several of the enemy purfued them 5 thefe they receiv- 
ed with great intrepidity, nor did they fufier any other 
iofs in this affair, than that of having eight of their 
men wounded. 

Whpn the zamorin w^s about to attempt the ford, 
Pachcco difpofed of his foldiers in the following manr 
ner i In the l^rgeft (hip, furniihed with cannon, fire 
arms, and all manner pf warlike ftorcs, he left five 
rnen, under the direftio'n of Diego Pereira, whom he 
ftridly injoined to defend the city and fort from all 
attacks of the enemy. He placed thirty-five in the 
fort, under the coipmand pf Ferdinand Correa :.he pyt 
twenty-fix abpard one of fhe c^r^vcjs, over w^qm he 
appointed Pedro Raphael; and as the other caravel ^as 
repairing, he fitted put two fmall yeffels, one of which 
he gave to Diego Pctrez, with three and twenty (pl- 
diers : he referved the other for hin^felf, with two and 
twenty qien, amongft whom was Simon And rode, a 
youth who nad given the mpft early prpofs of bravery 
and magnanimity. The whole force ^bo^rd thefe fhip? 
amounted only to feventy ope men. Before they 
departed, they took the lacrament, and declared in 
the rpoft folem manner, they would not give way 
through fear, nor refufe to die in defence of each other : 
that they would npt al}ow themfelves to' be taken prj- 
foners, nor feek their fafety by flight, but would either 
die honourably, or return crowned with viftory. Ani- 
mated >yith fuch heroic fentiments, they embarked on 
this expedition : at a little diftance frpm the fort, the 
king oF Cochin expefted them. His majefly was at 
firft greatly overjoyed when he perceived with what 
alacrity Pacheco went ^gainft fo numerous an enemy 5 
but when he reflefted that all his hppe was placed in 
fuch a handful of Portuguefe, then he felt great un^j 

c^finei§ 
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eafinefs and pertuibation in his mind. Befides, he 
5yas touched with the moft exquifite fenfe of grief, 
yrhen he confidercd that thcfe men werq rufliing to 
deilruftion : his forrow was ftill more cncreafed when 
^e confidered their intrepidity and contempt of danger; 
for he could, not without the higheft concern, think that, 
fuch unparalleled bravery fhould be expofed to fuch a 
difmal fate. He therefore with tears befeeched Pa- 
checo to defift from the attempt. He faid • he had 

* given over all thoughts of defending his kingdom ; 
? and therefore eamcftly defired Pacheco would not, by 

* this deftruftion of himfelf, and the reft of the Portu- 
^ guefe, whom he loved fo tenderly, add to his ruin, 

* which was inevitable; that he had already been 
f thorougly convinced of their fidelity, which he be- 
^ lieyed they h.eld io higher efteem than life itfelf: 
r* and therefore the lofs of fuch men, would be niorc 
f grievous to him, than that pf his kingdom/ Pa^ 
chcco, though a man of the greateft magnanimity, yet 
]ivas greatly touched with thefe exprefTions, and could 
hardly refrain from tears. However, he bid his ma- 
jefty be qf good courage, advifing hipi not to* be de- 
je6led by the weaknefs of his ftrengfh, but to put his 
fruft in Divine providence. Trimumpar had, at this junc- 
ture, only five thoufand loldiers, the reft, at the break- 
ing out of the war, had deferted to the zamorin. ^He 
gave five hundred men to Pacheco, who were com- 
xpanded by Candagor and Frangor, lords of Palurl and 
Darraul, whom he ftridly enjoined to obey the Portu- 
guefe general, in all his orders. Pacheco accordingly 
fet out with thefe forces in the night on the i6th of 
March 1504. Having failed witji i}ie tide, he reached 
the ford by day brea|c. The zamorin*s army had not 
yet come hither; Pacheco therefore refolved, in the 
cnemy*s abfence, to make an attack on fome of their 
fonfederates. He accordingly failed fpr the harbour of 
Repeljn, where there happened then to be about eight 
|iundred archers; thefe endeavoured tp qppofe the land- 
ing of piir people, by dlfcharging their' arrows, and 
'"-'"• * " throwing 
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throwing all manner of miffivc weapons; The Portu- 
guefe, however, by the help of their cannon, foon ob- 
liged them to retire, and landed without any difficulty. 
The enemy, who had fled, when they faw our people 
aftiore, at a good diftance from the fhips, returned 
again in a body, and charged them with great fury. 
The difpute was obftinate, and lafted till the middle 
of the night : there were many killed and wounded 
on both fides, but at laft the enemy was routed and 
put to flight. The Portuguefe burnt the town, and 
drove oflf a great number of oxen, which they killed 
for food. This gave great umbrage to the naires, who 
cfl:eem it unlawful to kill an ox, and impious to eat 
the flefli thereof. Our people, however, pay'd no 
regard to thefe fcrupulous notions, being more afraid 
of being pinched by hunger than giving them of- 
fence. 

The following day the zamorin appeared with his 
whole army. Bertacorole king of Tanor, was at the 
head of four thoufand men : Cantanambar who reigned 
over the countries of Bifpur and Cucurram lying near 
the mountain which reaches to the eaftern confines 
of Narfinga, brought with him twelve thoufand: 
The prince of Cotugan, fituated betwixt Cananor and 
Calicut, led into the field eighteen thoufand : and Cur- 
rivacuil the king of Curiga, which lies betwixt Cran- 
ganor and Panane, was at the head of three thoufand 
men. Every one of their princes haci their own di- 
ftinfl: ftandard?, and were all tributary to the zamorin 
of Calicut. The remainder of the army, to the amount 
of twenty thoufand men, amongfl: whom there were 
a great many Arabians, was commanded by Naubea- 
darim, and fome other inferior princes. But befides 
thefe land forces, the zamorin had likewlfe fitted out 
a fleet of one hundred and fixty fliips, rowed with oars. 
Of thefe there were feventy-fix paraos, wjiich, accord- 
ing to the direftions of the two Milanefe, had been co- 
vered with facks ftufPd with cotton, to receive the can- 
non balls. 

Thefe 
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Thefe men had likewife caft fevcral cannons of brafs, 
and made fome other warlike engines. They contrived 
2.1fo, that twenty paroas linked together with chain?, 
ihouid be fent before the reft of the fleet ; the com- 
manders were ordered to attack the caravel, and with 
the greateft expedition to endeavour to feize her with 
their grapling hooks. It was by their advice too that 
jthe zamorin ordered a rampart to be thrown up, and 
a turret built, from whence his ibldiers might discharge 
their darts and artillery upon our people. Pacheco, 
with an iron chain, fixed the caravel at a little diftance 
to another veflel, and this in like manner to a third; 
fo that, by this means, he covered the breadth of the 
river. In the mean while the enemy appeared at the 
northern part of the ifland. Their numerous force, 
the found of their trumpets, the loud Ihouting, the 
Ihining brightncfs of their arms, and the thundering 
of their cannons, which Ibook the very ground, ftruck 
fuch a panic into the people of Cochin, that they all 
betook themfelves to flight, excepting only the two 
commanders Frangor and Candagor, who, being aboard, 
were kept, contrary to their inclination. Pacheco did 
not detain them to aflift him, but only that they might 
be fpcftators of the engagement. The enemy ac- . 
cordingly began the attack with great, fury, throwing 
their darts and arrows, by fea and land. The guns 
were alfo difcharged fo continually, that one could per- 
ceive nothing but fire and fmoak all around. The 
circumftances of our people were at this time almoft 
defperate, being attacked by the enemy *s fleer, and at 
the fame time greatly annoyed by the weapons from 
the turret. However, their courage did not fail; for 
they perfifted in their refolution of making a ftout 
refiftance, or dying honourably •; and in proportion as 
the enemy bore upon them, their contempt of danger 
grew higher and higher. They obliged fome of the 
paraos to flieer off, but the twenty which were chained 
together, bearing down upon our people, created them 
frcfh labour and difficulty, The en^py at this junfture 
I WO, 
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too, plied them fo furioufly with their miflive weapcHis, 
that the Portuguefe not having the Icaft refpite, were 
fatigued to fuch a degree, that they could hardly Hand. 
The engagement having now lafted fomc hours. Pa- 
checo ordered a very large gun to be levelled againfl: 
the enemy : with this he drove afunder the paraos, and 
fhattered four of them in fuch a manner, as to make 
them retreat ; the reft having advanced, renewed the 
fight. When the Portugufc had funk eight, and fc^t- 
tered thirteen, the remainder of the enemy then began 
to flag ; but the prince of Repelin, who lay in refcrve, 
made a frcfli attack upon our people , whilft, at the 
fame time, the zamorin, bent upon the utter deftruc- 
tion of the Portuguefe, attempted to ford the water 
with his whole army. The engagement was then re- 
newed with the greateft warmth and fury ; fo that the 
river was dyed with blood. The prince of Repelin 
called aloud to his men to board the Portuguefe (hips, 
and endeavoured to fpur them on fometimes by threats, 
and at other times by encouraging fpeeches : but all 
his efforts availed nothing, for the land, as well as 
naval forces of the enemy, were at laft obliged to re- 
tire ; and, to the utter altoniftimcnt of every one, the 
fight ended in favour of the Portuguefe, of whom 
there were feveral wounded, but not one killed; where- 
as there had fallen of the enemy above 1030 men. 

The king of Cochin having received the news of 
thisviftory, was tranfported with joy, and immediate- 
ly difpatched the young prince to congratulate Pacheco 
upon his fuccefs. The Portuguefe, though tired with 
fatigue, yet remained not inaftive after this exploit; 
they repaired their^fhips with all expedition, and refit- 
cd the other caravel. The zamorin, by the advice of 
his augurs, for fome time declined any further engage- 
ment ; but Pacheco was determined to give i;he enemy 
no reft. He crofled over to Cambalan^, where he ra- 
vaged the country, burnt the villages, killed many of. 
the inhabitants, and made confiderable booty : he w^ I 
indeed, in fome places, oppofcd by the enemy ; but 

always 
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always came off vidtorious. . In thefe cxcurfions he be- 
haved with the greateft diligence and expedition ; and 
in every refped, acquitted himfelf like a wife and ex- 
perienced general. 

The zamorin, though he ardently defired to revenge 
the late dilgraae, yet fo much was he led away by 
fuperftition, that he would not venture upon another 
engagement before the day appointed by the augurs. 
The day fix'd for this purpofe was that on which the 
refurreftion of our Saviour is kept by all Chriflians, 
with great folemnity. The fleet the enemy now brought 
to fea was much ftronger than the former, for they 
had a large reinforcement from Calicut ; it confifted 
of 200 fhips of war, together with 80 fmall veffcls*. 
The Ibldiers aboard amounted to 15000. The zamo* 
rin lent one of his officers with 70 paraos, to attack 
the fhip left to defend the city of Cochin, thinking by 
this means to draw off Pacheco from her defence, and 
then he might more eafily crufh the Portuguefe when 
there ftrength was thus divided. Thefe paraos accord- 
ingly failed fecretly in the night for Cochin, and at- 
tacked the guardfhip. The king immediately fent a 
meffenger to inform Pacheco of this affair. He was 
not a little alarmed at this news, for he faw plainly the 
enemy *s drift ; but being forced by neceffity, he was 
relblved to go to her affiftance : he accordingly failed 
with great expedition for Cochin, with one of the ca- 
ravels and another fmall veffel. The enemy, as foon 
as they perceived him approaching, tacked about, and. 
flood away for Repclin in all poffible hurry : Pacheco 
did not purfue them, nor did he proceed any further; 
but with his ufual e^cpedition, failed again to his for- 
mer ftation. When be reached the pafs of Cambalam, 
things were in the moft extreme danger ; for the ca- 
ravel left there, being in his abfence attacked by the 
enemy, had been bored in feveral places, her rigging 
demolifhed, and the facks of cottpn driven from her 
fides. The fmall veffels were in the like condition; 
having been battered in a terrible manner by the enemy, 

who 
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who had attacked them both by fea and land. The 
Portuguefe, however, retained their courage amidft all 
thefe difficulties, and withftood the violence of the 
enemy in the moft intrepid manner. In this condition 
did Pacheco find his countrymen at his return ; he came 
upon the enemy by furprize, and attacked them in the 
rear : this ftruck a panic into them, whilft on the other 
hand, it gave frelh fpirits to the Portuguefe in the front, 
who fought with redoubled vigour. The enemy be- 
ing thus clofely preffcd, at laft gave way, and fought 
their fafety by flight : but before they could make their 
cfcape, they loft 79 of their paraos, and 290 of their 

men. 

The emperor of Calicut being unable to brook this 
indignity, immediately ordered his fleet to be put in 
drder again, to make another attack upon our people. 
Pacheco, mean while, ftridlly charged his men not to 
brandifh their weapons, point their cannon, nor ra 
Ipeak aloud till he gave the fignal for barde. When 
the enemy perceived the profound filenci of our people, 
they condiided them to be languifhing olF their wounds, 
and paft all thoughts of fighting. They accordingly 
fhouted for joy, and, in great hurry and diforder, ad- 
vanced towards the Portuguefe. Pacheco feeing them 
approaching, ordered the fignal to be founded ; his 
men having immediately jumped upon deck, raifeda 
fhout, and attacked the enemy very briskly with their 
cannon and mifllve weapons. They funk feveral of 
the paraos, (battered many of them, and killed a great 
number of their men. The reft of the enemy were 
extremely alarmed when they beheld fuchliavock made 
by men whom they imagined to be dying of their 
wounds. And notwithftanding the prefence of their 
fovereign, neither the dread of his refentment, nor 
a fenfc of (hame, could reflr*iin them from a dif- 
honourable flight. The prince of Repelin having per- 
ceived this, rallied them, and forced them again to at- 
tack our people : he was afraid, however,, to approach 
too nigh, fo chat he engaged at a confiderable diftance. 

The 
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The zamorin was moved with indignation at his cow- 
ardly behaviour, and reproached him in the mod vi- 
rulent manner upon that account. He fent for Nau- 
beadarim, and urged him immediately ro fall upon the 
Portuguefe, who (he faid) were a'ready worn out 
with fatigue. Naubeadarim undertook the affair, and 
endeavoured to force a paffage over the ford. In this 
attempt he met with a warm reception from our people^ 
who not only obliged him to dcfift, but alfo routed 
and put him to flight. In the purfuir they funk 20 
of the paraos, and killed above 600 of his men. 

When the zamorin found this attempt was fruftrated, 
he ordered his cannon to be removed from the turret, 
and then decamped. Pacheco chaced the fleet a con- 
fiderable way : and having at lafl: given over the pur- 
fuit, went afliore and fired two of the largefl: village^i 
He then returned to the ford about the tenth hour, fo 
long had this affair continued from day-break. After 
his men had refted a few hours, he advanced to a fniall 
town, which, according to the intelligence of his fcouts, 
was at no great difl:ance, and very populous : he en- 
tered the place by furprize, and burnt it, after having 
cut oflF many of the inhabitants. But when he was 
about to retreat, fome of the enemy who had been 
fcattered in m§iny places, came together and attacked 
him in a body : of thefe he killed and wounded a great 
part, and routed the refl:. In all thefe rencounters we 
cannot but admire the afliduity, boldnefs, and expedi- 
tion of Pacheco ; no toil could fatigue, nor difficulty 
dilcourage him, and the greatefl: danger of his life 
could never deter him from attacking the enemy. 
When he returned to the ford, he found feveral of the 
officers and fervants of the king of Cochin, who wait- 
ed there with all kinds of viftuals and fruits for the re- 
frefiiment of him and his foldiers. 

The zamorin being now tired of the war, was re- 
folved to difmifs his troops, and return to the city of 
Calicut. Naubeadarim very much approved of his re- 
folution ; but the prince of Repelin, the Arabians in 
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the council, and the two Milane(e» very much oppofed 
it. They faid, ^ it would be fhatneful and dangerous 
if bis majefty did not profecute a war, wherein his 
fafety as well as dignity was fo much concerned. For 
if he returned home while it was unfinifhed, this 
would not only be fcandalous to his honour, but would 
alfo render the enemy more fierce and infolent *, fo 
that they would, at laft dare, carry their hoftilearmsta 
Calicut itfelf. Befides, (added they) let us not de- 
fpair though fruftrated in our late attemp to ford the 
river, fmce there are other places, which being mofe 
pafiable, may be attempted with more fuccefs/ He 
was accordingly perfuaded to make another trial by 
the fords of Palignard and Palurt, the laft which hs 
had formerly paffed when he entered the iflc of Co- 
chin ; he therefore decamped for that purpofe. Our 
people at firft imagined the enemy was retired to Ca- 
licut, but being afterwards better informed, theyu/i- 
dcrftood that a detachment of the zamorin's forcfs 
were advanced to the ifland of Araul, to attempt the 
ford of Palignard ; that they were cutting down bran- 
ches of trees, which amongft them are ufed as cm- 
blcms of vidory : Pacheco therefore departed for this 
place (which was at no great diftance) with 200 of the 
•king of Cochin's foldiers, and a few Portugoefe* He 
drew up his forces in two lines, one he gave to Pcdto 
Raphael, the other he kept under hi? own commana. 
The enemy endeavoured to make fome refinance, btic 
moft of them were killed, and 50 taken prifoners, who 
were fent to the king of Cochin. Pacheco failed from 
thence to the ford of Palurt, about two miles diftattit. 
When he arrived there, he was informed, thattliez^* 
morin intended to attempt Palignard the followingoay» 
he therefore refolvcd to fct out again for that pla^ 
with his fmalleft veflels, and to leave fome of his of- 
ficers, with the largert: fliips, dt Palurt; for he imaging 
the enemy would artempt them both at 6nce. Before 
lie departed, he ordered the trees on the oppofitc bankj 
to be ctitdowri^ that the enemy fnighc nave 
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to (creen them from his cannon^ He placed his ihips 
in a line to defend the ford ; and joined them with ca- 
bles at a little diftance, that th^y might be a mutual 
afllftance to each other. Pacheco having obferVed the 
two fords with a good deal of attention, difcovcre4 
that both could not be forded at the fame lime ; for 
at high water the ^ord of Palignard could not be palled 
a- foot, nor was it deep enough for the fmalleft vcflcls: 
that again of Palurt would carry (hips only at high wa- 
ter; Thus when the former could be croffed over a foot> 
the latter had not a fufficient depth for (hips ; nor was 
it (b fhallow as to be pafled a- foot. Piacheco havii^g 
made this difcovery, was extremely careful to guard 
thefe two places at the proper times. At his departure 
for Palignard, he left particular direflions to thofe fta- 
. tioned at Palurt, and agreed upon a fignal to be given, 
if they (hould want his aiTiftahce. He made alfo a 
. Ipeech to his men, wherein he endeavoured j^ animate 
them with a love of honour and glory, and zeal for 
their religion 5 telling them they were now to encouij- 
ter the greateft difficulty ; however, (he faid) he was 
ienfible he addrefled himfelf to men of courage, whoiti 
no danger could frighten. He alfo e:jthorrec[ them to 
confide in God, who had already given them fo many 
proofs of his Divine goodnefs and protedion. He 
then ordered them to rtfrelh themfelvcs with viftualsj 
^ adding, he was afraid they mull e^cpeft no foocf the 
ifollowing day, unlefs they earned it by their invinfciblc 
bravery : they accordingly obeyed his orders; and hav- 
ing placed the watch, went to repofe. 

Pacheco was upon his duty by day-break. The 
young prince of Cochin, by the king*s orders, came 
to his affiftance with 600 foldiers. The Portugucie 
commander expected the enemy at this ford, but as they 
' made no attempt at that time, and the tide began toft jw, 
he made all poflibfe hafte for the pafs of Palurt, where 
he arrived before it was high water. In this manner 
he went day and night inceCTantly betwixt thefe fords ; 
being at laft informed by his fcouts, that the zamor.n 
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intended next day to attempt the ford of Palurt, be made 
the moft careful preparations for its defence : before day- 
break) Chriftopher Jafart and Simon Andrade, who 
had been left with two fmall veflTels for the defcfnce 
of Palignard, came to his afliftance ; . for as it was 
then high water, and that ford unpafiable, they laid, 
they faw no reafon why they ihould not fhare the ho- 
nour of repulfing the zamorin from the ford of Palurt; 
and when it began to ebb they promifed to return to 
Palignard, The enemy, by break of day, began to 
play their cannon on the Portuguefe (hips from the 
Ihore : their fleet confifting of 250 (hips, came like- 
wife in fight; but as they were at a conOderabledi- 
llance, Pacheco thought he had time, before their ar- 
rival, to attempt fomething to weaken the power of fo 
formidable an enemy ; he therefore ordered fmall vcf- 
fels to be rowed towards the (hore; and having landed 
feveral of his men, he attacked the enemy's works; 
they at firfl: made a flout refiftance, but feveral being 
■Icillcd, they were at laft forced to retire. Pacheco 
would have brought off their cannon, but as this wis 
a matter of great difficulty, he ordered them to oc 
nailed up fo as to render them ufclefs. 

Having performed this exploit, he returned to the 
Ihips with great expedition. The enemy's fleet having 
by this time approached, began to batter the Por- 
tuguefe fhips moft furioufly with their cannon ; Pa* 
checo ordered all his men to remain in profound filencc 
" till he gave the fignal for engagement. The enemy 
looked upon this as a mark of fear and defpair ; they j 
were refolved to overpower our people, and accordingly 
20 of their paraos chained together came againft them. 
Pacheco, when he thought proper, gave the fign^'* 
Then the Portuguefe, having raifed a joyful fliou^, 
founded their trumpets, and charged the enemy very 
brifkly with their cannon. The artillery on both fides 
was played with fo much continued fury, that nothing 
could be leen all around but fire and fmoke. The Ca- 

licutian paraos were at laft feparated and fcactered \ ^^^ 
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prince of R^pelin obferving tins, immediately came up 
with fome morcjfrefh paraos. The viftory was then 
doubtful, the enemy bare down upon our people with 
great fury, 6ghtiog not only with balls, hut with ar- 
rows^ dartS) .and all manner of miflive weapons. Not 
one of the Portuguefe, however, was killed in. this en* 
^gi^ement; whilft, on the other hand, fuch numbers of 
• the enemy .were t flaio, that the river was died wicfi 
blood. The prince of Repelin being in fight of the 
Seamorin, was refolved to venture upon fome bold en- 
terprixe to gain his efteem; he accordingly twice at- 
tempted to pafs the ford, but was as often repulfed 
.with ]o(s and (hame. 

In the mean while, Candagor came exprefs to- Pa- 
tixtcb to inform him, that Naubeadarim was hailening 
to Palignard, with a formidable body of men, and the 
.^morin following him with great expedition, to at- 
tempt that ford ; the water, however, was then fo 
high that the enemy could not pafs over, Pachcco bid 
Candagor be of good courage, telling him, he would 
: advance to his afiiftance in proper time. He continued 
>at the ford of Palignard till the water was fo low as to 
hinder the enemy from a padage ; then he made all 
poffiWe hafte to oppofe Naubeadarim, whom he charged 
with fo much fury, that he obliged him to retreat in 
a Ihameful manner ; and this in the fight of his prince, 
who endeavoured to animate him with the moft en- 
couraging fpceches. When the zamorin faw him give 
. Way, he reproached him in the moft bitter terms 5 tell- 
ing him, his behaviour was unworthy his charader and 
ftation. * Your cowardice (fatd he) rcfembles that of 

* the prince of Repelin : I have beheld you both (harnc- 

* fully fly before fo weak an enemy.* Naubeadarim 
being nettled at this reproachful language, was refolved, 
though at the expence of his life, to wipe off this 
afperfion •, he therefore made another attempr, at the 
head of 12000 men. Thedifpute, for a Confiderable 
time, wais extremely keen on both fides ; but the ene- 
my were at laft driyen tq flights About this time, the 
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plague broke out in the enemy's camp; which pur a 
ftop to the zamorin's hoftile proceedings, till the con- 
tagion ceafed. This refpite was of great fervice to the 
Portuguefe -, for in the mean while they refitted ihcir 
fhips, fupplied themfelves with arms and ammunition, 
and made other neccfiary preparations. Pacheco took 
care to provide a great number of (lakes (harpened at 
the end and hardened in the fire ; thefe he ordered to 
be driven deep in the mud at low water, in fuch a 
manner as they could not be pulled up eafily ; fb that 
when the enemy Ihould endeavour to pafs over, the 
(harp points of thefe (lakes would hurt them to fuch 
a degree, as to make the attempt painful and danger* 
ous. 

The zamorin having fummoned his bramins, defircd 
them to confulc the gods, and to declare the moft proi- 
per day to attack the Portuguefe, that he might re- 
verge the injuries he had fuftained. Thefe religious 
men were, at this junfture, very much difpleafcd with 
his majedy, who had called them cheats and liars, be- 
caufe they formerly foretold he would be vidorious ; 
when, on the contrary, he had fuffercd many con(ider- 
able lottcs. The bramins returned anfwer. That the 
gods were offended, and that he could expe6b nothing 
but adverfe fortune, till they were reconciled by proper 
attonement : that a temple mud therefore be built, and 
all manner of holy rites performed in honour of the 
offended gods. The zamorin having made a vow to 
perform thi^^i the bramins, in the name of the god?, 
promifcd vidlory, and fixed a day for the engagement. 
The zamorin was extremely pundlual to obferve what- 
cvi!r the holy men appointed ; for he dill relied greariy 
on their predi6lion ; accordingly he marched out agaidft 
the P6rtugue(c on the day prefixed. His army advanced 
in the following order : The artillery, which confided 
of 30 brazen cannon, was fent before the army, being 
guarded by 4000 of their braved men. The fird line 
of the enemy's forces, which amounted to 12000 men, 
came next under the command of Naubeadarim. The 
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prince of Re^lin followed him with the like number. 
The zamorin himfelf brought up the rear, confifting 
of 1 5000 foldiers i Pacheco had only two veffels with 
40 Portuguefe, to oppofe fo formidable a body. The 
advanced party of the enemy having planted their can- 
non oppoHte to the Portuguefe (hips, endeavoured to 
force our people from the ford. Pacheco, for fomc 
time, made no refiftance, that he might* render the 
enemy more fecure and unguarded •, then on a fudden 
he ordered his (hips to be moved nearer the (hore, and 
attacked them with great briflcnefs. His cannon were 
pointed with fo much judgment, and fired fo expedi« 
tioufly, that the enemy were (truck with terror, and 
retreated into a neighbouring wood. The engagement 
was already begun in this manner, when Naubeadarimi 
advanced to the ford with great expediiion, and made 
a moft vigorous effort to gain a paflTage. Our people 
(5ppo(ed him with vaft intrepidity ; they wounded ma- 
ny of the enemy with their fmall arms and granadoes, 
and killed feveral with their cannon, Pacheco being 
afraid his (hip would run a-ground, by Teafon of the 
fhallownefs of the water, ordeicd Chrif^ophcr Jufart, 
who had a lefs veflii, to advance nearer to defend the 
pafs, whilft he himfelf retired a little way backwards, 
till the tide (hould begin to flow, which muft happen 
foon, it being then low water. Pacheco, however, 
did not remain unaftive ; for though now at a greater 
diftance, yet he was equally ftrenuous and indefatigable 
in annoying the enemy. 

The foldicfs fent by the king of Cochin, had beeii 
ftationed in a place of great natural ftre ngth, and de- 
fended likewife by ^ rampart : but thefe men retired ac 
the fight of the enemy •, this was thought to be owing 
to the cowardice, or rather treachery of the command-, 
iiig officer, who was one of thofe that formerly defert- 
cd to the zamorin, but had been rcinftated in the fa- 
vour of Trimumpar. The young prince of Cochin 
was himfelf to have headed them, but not being ap- 
prized of the (snemy's approach, he was then in tl|e 
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dty, wd knew nothing of the engagement : Pacheco 
had indeed fent a bramin, to inform him of the za* 
morin*s approach, but this man proving a traitor, dc* 
hftd carrying the meffage till he thought the enemy 
bad time to accomplifh their ends. Pacheco did noc 
know of the dcfertion of the Cochinians ; Ju&rt^ 
however, perceived it, and called aloud to inform him 
ef their treacherous behaviour, but the noife of the 
cannon, and the (houts of the men, were fo greats 
that Pacheco could not hear him. 

The whole army of the enemy had now advanced 

16 the fora, and with united force, attempted to gain 

i pafTage. The zamorin expofed himlelf as much as 

any common foldier, endeavouring to animate his men 

by example as well as words : Pacheco, having known 

him by his habit, difcharged one of his gans at him. 

The ball miflfed the zamorin, but killed at his feet two 

of his intimate friends. He retired a little, but ftill 

continued to urge Naubeadarim, and the prince of Re- 

pelin, tQ advance boldly : they accordingly endeavour?- 

cd to pufh on their men to the oppoGte bank, threaten^ 

ing, nay, even wounding with their fwords, thoib whfli 

fdenfied to be tardy. In this manner, prefling upoo 

each other, they entered the ford i but coming upon 

the fharp pointed flakes, their fiet were mangled ill 

fuch a manner, that they fell down upon each other 

in the utmoft pain. Whilft the 23amorin's men were 

in this confufion, our people, played their cannon upon 

them; which did incredible execution. The enem]^ 

were in the Utmoft diftraftion ; many of them, by rea^' 

fon of their wounds, had not ftrength to retire, nor if 

they had, could they retreat, being driven back by 

crouds of their own people, p\iflied forward^ by thQ 

fwords of rheir commanders. 

In this fituation was the enemy, when feveral of thenti 
advanced to another part^^f the river with hatchets ; 
with thefe they demolilhed the ranipart which had been 
defer ted by the people of Cochin; As foon as Pacheco 
perceived this,, he was thrown into the greateft confter- 
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nation ; however, he ibon refumed his fpifits : his owri 
lh(p being too large to be nnoved near enough to the 
fliofc, he therefore went aboard that of Jufart, whom 
he ordiered to take poflcflion of his. Having' now 
come nearer to the enemy, he fired his guns upon them,- 
and endeavoured to' repulfe them with' all manner of 
miflive weapons. At this juncture, Naubeadarim ad< 
vanded With a reinforcement, and renewed the engage- 
inenc with fo much vigour, that it feemed to be hut 
juft begun. The enemy prefled upon our people with 
redoubled fury, and endeavoured to furroand them : 
they tikewife caught hold of Pacheco's oars, fo that 
his caravel could not be rowed. Thus the deftrudion 
of the Portuguefe feemed to be almoft inevitable ; and 
we can impute their deliverance to nothing elfe but the 
jDivine procedtibn. The tide beginning to flow, giVe 
fome fpirits to our people, becaufe their (hips could 
now be moved with more cafe, and the ford became 
more difRcult to the enemy : they plied them with 
fpears, darts, and other miffive weapons. The water 
growing higher and higher, our people at laft extri-r 
cated themfelves from this engagement ; more danger- 
ous than any they had hitherto encountered. Paclieco 
being thus delivered from deftruftion, made towards 
Jufart i who, during the whole aftion, had fignalized - 
himielf by his extraordinary behaviour. As both thfe 
piarayels could now move with great facility, the com- 
manders thought proper to advance towards the Ihore; 
they fired their guns upon the enemy, encamped near 
the ford, and, having made great fl^ughter, obliged 
them to fly to the neighbouring wood^ The zamorin 
being fruft rated in this attempt, was moved witl\ the 
higheft indignation, that with fucl^ a numerous army 
he fliould be worded by fp weak an ^nemy. At his 
departure he was carried in a fedan by \h^ water fidej 
but when he came oppofite tq the ford of Palurt, Pe- 
dro Raphael, having poinded one of his guns, killed 
three of the zamorin's attendants fo near him, that he 
vl^ fprinklcd with their blood. Being (truck with s^ ,j 
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panic, he jumped down, and fled with the utmoft 
precipitation. Tbi$ engagement laded from break of 
day till nine o'clock. The zamorin loft more men 
and (hips than in any former rencounter with the 
Portuguefe. On the other hand, (hough feveral of 
oar people were wounded, yet fo far did the Pivinc 
goodnefs manifeft itfelf in their prote^ion, that none 
of them was killed. 

The young prince of Cochin came after the engager 
ment -, but Pacheco treated him with the grea^eft con- 
tempt, looking upon him as a coward s^nd traitor. 
The prince could hardly brook this indignity, efpeciaJly 
fu jie was confcious of his innocence ; but he foon af- 
f er made it appear, that this accufation was groundlefs, 
and that his not being prefcnt at the engagement w^ 
entirely owing to the br^min*$ treachery, facheco was 
convinced of his innocence; though, at the fame tiroc, 
he highly blamed Trimumpar for trufting men of fuch 
labandoned principles. He faid no prudent perfop 
ought to put any confidence in thofe wjio h^d already 
violated their ftith. H^ told him alfo, that the de- 
fertion had been begun by thofe under the command 
of the prince of Mangata, who had before delc^rted Vf 
the zamorin. As foon as the prince of Cochin deparc- 
jpd, Pacheco repaired to his fhips, where the king alfo 
waited upon him, to congratulate hipi uport his late e^r- 
traordinary viftory. Pacheco complained to them of the 
powardice of his foldiers, laying alltlie blame upon tl^e 
prince of Mangata,whofecondu5:he advifcd his rpajefty 
.to enquire ipto ; and if he did not inflift upon him capi- 
tal punifhment, yet at lead to banifh Km fronn his domi- 
. nions, that l^e might ag^in enter into the zamorin*s ftf- 
vice: for he faid, tjiere was nothing more dangerous than 
treachery : this was a darl^ and hidden mifchief, which 
deftroys befqre it can be fcen ; that therefore the ftrcngth 
of a. kingdom could never be eftahlifhed by the affi^-^ 
ance of traitor^, but was pfpen underrnined by thcjr 
artifices; for which reafon, be was defirous that the 
emperor of Calicut fliould be befet by fuch perfons^ 
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by whofe means he might cafily be brought todeftruc- 
tion, and fufFer punifliment for his crimes. 

In thcfe and fuch like difcourfes they fpent the 
greateft part of the day ; then the king fet out agaia 
for the city. In the mean while, Pacheco, took care 
to give his ipen proper rcfrelhmcnt after their fatigue.' 
Thczamorin upbraided his foldiers in the moft bittet 
terms ; telling them it was owing to their cowardice, 
that the Portuguefe were not utterly deftroyed* The 
prince of Repelin, in order to pacify him in fome de- 
gree, was refolved to try if he could accomp'ilh by 
fraud what had been in vain attempted by force : he 
accordingly bribed fome of the Cochinians to put poi- 
fon into the fountains i/vhcnce our people had their wa- 
ter, and to do the fame likewife to their bread. Pa- 
checo having received intelligence of this, ordered wells 
to be dug every day, whence his men might be fup- 
plicd with water. This our people were enabled to do 
very cafily frorp the nature of the ground^ which lying 
very low, abounded with fprings, as is generally the 
cafe near the fea. He likewife gave orders, that none 
of his foldiers (hould buy any food, unlefs the ftllcr 
firft tailed it before them. The prince of Repelin, 
finding thefe ftratagems to be inefFcftual, formed a de- 
fign to carry a detachment of men by water, in the 
pight to Cochin, to fet fire to the city, and fall upon 
pur people unawares: but this fcheme was alfo ren- 
dered alportive, by the vigilance of the Portuguefe 
commander; who, in order to fccure the ford, for- 
tified it with a ditch, and raifcd towers. He made 
alfo feveral warlike machines, with which he threatened 
to deftroy the zambrin, and he ftruck great terror into 
the enemy, by making frequent incurfions on their, ter- 
ritories, where he did confiderable damagr. 

The zamorin being highly incenfed by thefe hod ir 
lines, refolved to make another attempt on the ford. 
Mean while he fcnt a fleet to ravage the kingdom of 
Cochin ; our people, however, made a brave defence, 
often repulfcd the eneqfiy with confiderable lofs. 
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Facbeco and hb snen, were indeed, at one tiipe^ in 
the mod imminent danger; for having, with njiore 
bravery than caution, fet upon 19 of che enemy'5 pa- 
raos, he was furprifed. by 3 a more which lay in am- 
bufcade, and came upon him unawares. But this 
fcrved only ais a frcfh opportunity for our people to 
difplay their courage and intrepidity ^ for having over- 
come the enemy, they, returned from the 6ght with 
four of the enemy's paraos, together with kveral of 
their cannon, and feme more confiderable booty. The 
zamorin was ftill refolved to make another formidable 
attack upon our people *, but the plague again breaking 
out in his kingdom, for fome time hindered him from 
putting his defign in execution. As foon as the con- 
tagion ceafed, he refumed his hoftile ichemes; and 
fometimes by fraud, at other times by open force, en; 
deavoured to deftroy the Portuguefe ; but PachecOj 
who had no lefs fagaciry than courage, baffled^l ))is 
attempts. 

At length the time came which the zamorin h«J 
fix*d upon to make another attack on the Portuguefe, 
The army was divided into two lines. The firft ^^ 
commanded by the prince of Repelin, who brought 
along with him a'grcat number of countrymen, armed 
witji fpades, hatchets, and other inftruments, to clear 
the roads, caft up trenches, and raifc ramparts to fc- 
cure their cannon from our people. The zamorin hiw- 
.felf followed with 30000 men and a large train of ar- 
tillery. They carried likewife by water, a large flo^? 
of timber, pitched and bound with tow i this they in* 
tended to fire, and fend down upon the Portuguefe 
ihips. Their fleet was divided into two lines, the m 
.confifted of no paraos, well manned apd cqui^p^ai 
fome of them chained together, and others feparate 
,from each other. The fecond line, of 100 large ft'p? 
iand 80 pinnaces. They brought likewife by water, 
eight turrets, the contrivance of an Arabiari, w^ 
hiving travelled into many countries, had acquired j 
great knowledge in warlike affairs. They were fortt^^ 
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after the ftdlowing msinnef : The. hulks cf two.paraot 
wcrp faftcDcd. together, skt. th^ diftance of a fpear** 
length, by tWQ plaoks, one jgimng the prqws, and the 
orher the: ftcrns; Thei:c were likcwifc fqvcral other 
plaoks nailed a*crors,; fo that the fpace betwixt the two 
paraos, made the ap^xarance of a fquarc floor : each 
fide, was likewife raifed with boards to the heighf of 
1* fcer, after the. oiannisr of a wall : thefe were fa^ 
ftcned together by naHs, and ftrong hinges, in fo firni 
^ oaanner^ that by appearance nothing couW feparatc 
thcnu Over this- wooden wall, fcveral beams were 
Ukewife thrown, which rendered the whole work more 
iecure : thcfe. were mvered. with, hurdjts, fo that a 
number of men could be placed on the appear part 5 
that of the largcft contained about 40 foldiers. They 
were contrived for ihis. purpofe, that at the ebbing of 
thetide» felling down the river upon the Portuguefe 
ihip9^ the enemy n\ight tihcnce poui: their darts and ar* 
fows. upon. our people. The zamorin and his men had 
(b much confidence in thde machine$^ that they thought' 
f hcmfelves. almoft fure of viftory. 

Pacheco being informed of thefe preparations of the 
^nemy, got feveral mafts about 80 feet in lepgth : 
of thefe he nailed fo many together, with bars^of iron, 
till the breadth became equal to the length. Thefe he 
ordered to be faftened with fix anchors, at a moderate 
diftance from the prows of his fiaips, to fecqre them 
from a too near appcoach of the enemy *s caftJes. Pc* 
<Jro Raphael likewife raifed fcaffolds on the decks of 
}ii$ (hips each could contain fix men, and was equal 
in height to the caftles • for Pacheco, by his fpies, not 
jOnly knew the numbers of the enemy, but alfo the na- 
ture and dimenfions of their machines, and was ap- 
prized of all their defigns. Thofe of the enemy who 
marched by land, by their unufual (bouts, and by found- 
ing their warlike inftruments, endeavoured ^o ftrike a 
jerrpr into our people. Thefe things might, indeed, 
alarm raw and unexperienced warriors, but had no 
(ffcft on the Portuguefe, Pacheco, however, was re- 
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Iblved to fill the enemy with real confternation ; he ac- 
cordingly fct out for the ifland of Arraul, where he 
attacked and killed fome of the advanced parties of 
the enemy ; but being afraid he (hould be overpowered 
by numbers, he was obliged to retreat to his flups, 
which he accordingly did without receiving any da-r 
mage. The zamorin was fo incenfed at this boldoefs^ 
that Bred with indignation, he commanded his gene- 
rals to bring Pacheco to him in chains, that he might 
rack him by the moft cruel tortures ior his infolence : 
they accordingly flew with great forwardnefs to execute 
his commands. Pacheco, however, not only baf&ed 
their attempts, but did them confiderable damage be- 
fore he retreated. 

• It was now day-break, and the tide beginning to 
tbb, brought down the enemy's fleet upon the Por- 
tuguefe. They fired the float of timber, and forced 
it down the river, but the mafts, fixed with anchors 
by Pacheco, kept it from his fliips ; nay, fo far was it 
from doing any damage to our people, that it did them 
confiderable fcrvice : for whilft the fire continued, the 
enemy could not approach. When if was confumed, 
they advanced with their largeft turret : this was like* 
wife kept off by the mafts, and they were obliged to 
attack our people at a diflrance, with leaden bullets, 
and other miflive weapons. The Ponuguefe, on the 
other hand, poured their (hot inro the paraos near the 
turret, and fcattered fome of them. Pacheco ordered 
one of his largeft guns, br>e of thofe called camels, to 
be fired at the firft turret : this, however, had not the 
defired effeft •, which gave fpirits to the enemy, and 
made them prefs upon our people with great forward- 
nefs and alacrity. Thofe in the other turrets, feeing 
the {uccefs of the firft, advanced likewifc with the fannke 
boldnefs-, fo that at this juncture, the Portuguefe were 
in extreme danger, being almoft o\e:powereJ by' the 
enemy, who bore upon them in the moft furious man- 
ner : but Pacheco ftill retained his intrepidity. He fired 
another of his largeft guns, which proved very fucccfa- 
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ful. The largeft turret was brought down, and the 
men driven headlong into the water. The Portugucfc 
being now greatly elevated, prelFcd upon the enemy 
with vaft courage; and in a little time, demolifhed 
another turret : but the remaining fix (till continued 
firm, and the enemy ufed their utmoft efforts to dc- 
ftroy our people. The Portuguefe, however, kept a 
continual firing, and did codfiderable execution : they 
killed great numbers, and either fiink or ihattered[ 
mofl: of the paraos. 

Mean while the zamorin ufed his utmoft effort to 
pafs the ford ; but Chriftopher Jufart, and Simon An* 
drade, who failed in the leifer Ihips, and Laurence 
Moreno, who, commanded the Cochinian paraos, op- 
pofed him with all their fo-ce. The yowng prince of 
Cochin, at the head of 1000 men, was likewife pre- 
fcntthat day, and very much diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his gallant behaviour. In (hort, the Portuguefe as 
well as their allies, behaved with the greateft courage : 
they not only hindered the enemy from paffing the 
fcK'd, but likewife did them confiderable damage. It 
is certain, that this engagement was more fierce and 
bloody than any they had before. The* enemy loft 
many of their (hips, and aconfiderable number of their 
men. It lafted from break of day till the evening ; 
when the tide coming in very ftrong, forced the tur- 
rets to the other fide, and thus concluded the conteft : 
many of our people were wounded. After this en- 
gagement both armies had a few days refpite } it| 
which time the king of Cochin vifited Pacheco, con* 
.gratulating him upon his fuccefs, and beftowing the 
htgheft encomiums upon him, and the reft of the Por- 
tuguefe, whom he took care to fupply with fuch pro- 
vtfions as might refrefh and chear their fpirits after th^ 
late fatigue. 

The zamorin, now defpairing oF fuccefs, was de- 
lirous to return home ; but being importuned by many 
of his fubjefts to make another trial, was prevailed on to 
mak^ fai:5 laft effort. X^ ^ncmy, accordingly, once 
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mott attacked our people ; but the event ptoved fudi 
as might be expefted^ when an army, broken anddi- 
fpirited with misfortunes, engages another full of fpi- 
lies, and elevated with fuccels* Their land forces were 
cafily routed, and their fleet met likewiie with the 
£ime fate. ' The zamorin now at lafl: 'withdrew Ms 
forces, being net a little exaffkrated agjunft the iboth- 
fayers ) who, pretending to be acquainted with the de*^ 
crees of Heaven, had impofed upon him, by apco- 
mife of certain vidory. But notwithftanding he was 
obliged to quit the field, yet - he ftill continued to 

.form plots for the defti-uftion of Pach^co: thefe, how- 
ever, were luckily difcovered ; add Pacheco having 
detected fome of the Cochinians concerned thereiO) 
would have puniflied them In the moft exemplary man- 
ner ; but fome of the nobility having interceded vefy 
firongly in behalf of thefe traitors, he fetit them to 

-* his Cochinian majefty, that they might be punifhtd^ 
or forgiven, as he thdught proper. 

The zamorin being thus baffled in all his attempts» 
became fo dejefled and funk in melancholy, that kc 
rdigned the regal power to his nephew Naulxadarifflj 
retired to a temple, with an intention to ^nd the re- 
mainder of his days in religious worfliip. But his mo* 
ther, a bold ambitious woman, was moved with itt* 
cKgnaiidn at his conduft, and etrdeavoured, by all pof* 
fiblc means, to rouze him from this lethargy. She 
faid, * It was fliameful for him to be feized with fuch 

* a panic, and thus give over all thoughts of revenging 
f his injuries : that it was more eligible to fufFer death 
f a thoufand times, than allow fuch indignities to go 

* unpuniihcd. His late religious retreat (Ihe faid) was 

* not a mark of devotion, but the Cgn of a mean 

* daftardly foul ; fhe therefore conjured him not to be 

* loft' to all fcnfe of honour and dignity, but to refume 

* his former courage, and Ihew the enemy that the 

* greateft misfortunes were unable to (hake the intrc* 
« pidity and Brmnefs of his mind.' The zamorin be- 
ing fpurrcd on by ihcfc reproaches, once rflorc too^ 
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the fitld agairift the PortujgUeTe ; but the grcatcft part 
of thofc princes who had hitherto been attached tt> 
hts^ intereft, now dcferted him, and rcfufcd to 'givfe 
their affiftance 5 riay, niariy of them had already cri- 
tered into alliance with Pacheco and Trinftumpar ; fo 
that the Calicutian monarch, being now reduced, to 
'the utmoft depair, again fhut himfelf up in the temple. 
Thus by the affiduity and bravery of Pacheco, this 
formidable war was brought to a concIuHon, in five 
months, during which time, the enemy is computed 
to have loft about 19000 men, together with a con- 
fiderable number of their fhips. 

Soon after the war was finiflied, Pacheco received 
an account of fome difturbances at Coulan. The Arabs, 
who imagined that our people muft have been cut ofF 
by the zamorin, entered into a confpiracy todeftroy 
the Portuguefe at Coulan ; and had accordingly killed 
one man. But Pacheco, when he arrived there, was 
afraid to punifti the Arabians, left he (hould thereby 
raife commotions, which might be attended with bad 
conlequcnccs to our people. However, he made ftrong 
remonft ranees to the leading men of the city, and de- 
manded a ftrift adhcrencq to the articles of their treaty, 
wherein it was exprefily mentioned. That no (hip fhould 
be allowed to take in fpices till the Portuguefe had 
received their lading ; yet, contrary to this article, he 
feicj, that the Arabian fhips were loaded in the har- 
bour, whilft thofe of Emmanuel remained empty. 
The magiftrates at Coulan returned anfwer. That this 
* breach of the treaty was not owing to any parriality 
Ihewn to the Arabiahs, but muft be imputed to the 
importunity and boldnefs of thefe men, whofe power 
and wealth was fo confiderable, that they could hardly 
T3e oppofed. But, however, they faid, they granted 
full liberty to Pacheco, to unload the Arabian vcffels, 
and carry the goods aboard the Portuguefe Ihips. This 
he accordingly did, after having paid the Arabians the 
Value of the fpices ; then he hoiftcd his fails, and cruiz- 
ing along the coaft of India, took and plundered fe* 
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vtral (hips : and {o great was his renown amongft a^ 
the nations in thele parts, that none ventured to o];^>ole 
him. Tbefe are the exploits performed by Pacheco^ 
in the year 1504, to the beginning of September. 

About this time Lope Soarez arrived in Indim 
with a fleet of 1 3 fhips^ Having in his way touched 
at Mozambique, he found letters there from Pedro 
Ataide, giving an account of the formidable war car* 
Tied on againft our people by the zamorin. He re- 
ceived likewife the iame intelligence from the king of 
Melinda ; he therefore made all poffible expedidon to 
the ifland of Anchedive, where he found Antony Sal- 
danna, and Roderick Laurence, who had wintered in 
that place : but as the fpring was now begun, after a 
ihort ftay here, he failed for Cananor, where he was 
informed by the king, and Gonzale Barbofa, agent for 
the Portuguefe affairs, of the great exploits performed 
by Pacheco. The day after his arrival, there came to 
him an Arabian, with a Portuguefe boy, who brought 
a letter from fome Portuguefe who had been detained 
prifoners at Calicut ever fince Cabral was in India. The 
purport of this letter was. That the power of the za- 
morin was now confiderably weakened and impaired : 
that his people, having fuQained fuch heavy loflcs, 
were willing to enter into meafures for the common 
lafcty : that the leading men of the ftate had there- 
fore entreated them to write to our commanders, and 
endeavour to accommodate matters betwixt the Por- 
tuguefe aid the zamorin ; who (they faid) had Qi- 
gaged in a war nut of his own inclination, but was in 
a manner driven into it by the importunities of the 
Arabians : that be himfelf was a friendly generous 
prince, and a man of ftri£t honour. They concluded 
with prayers and entreaties, that Soarez would grant a 
peace, fince the Portuguefe in general would thereby 
reap confiderable advantages, and they in particular 
would be delivered from a wretched flavery. 

Soarez having read this letter, difmifed the Arabian, 

but was defirous to detain the Portuguefe boy j but the 
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youth pofitivcly refufed to ftay^ faying, he would for- 
feit his liberty, or life itfelf, rather than be guilty of 
iuch a breach of faith, which would be fo infamous, 
and very probably, bring the moli cruel death ypon his 
Chriftian brethren^ who remained in chains with the 
jcnemy : Soarez therefore allowed him to depart, and 
ibon after failed for Calicut. Upon his arrival there, 
he was waited on by the moft eminent perfons of the 
city ; who* as a mark of friendfliip, offered to fupply 
him with fruits and provifions of all forts : thefc, how- 
ever, he refufed to receive, before a peace was con- 
cluded ; for he faid no prefencs could be grateful to 
him from the enemies of his country. Cojebequo, the 
Arabian, who, as we have mentioned above, had been 
fo zealous a friend to the Portuguefe, came likewife, 
with two of the captives, to treat about peace. The za- 
morin was not then at Calicut, butexpefted within four 
days; theprincipal perfons therefore prefled Soarez toftay 
till he came. Soarez .declared pofitivcly he would en- 
ter into no treaty, unlefs the Portuguefe and the two 
Milancfe were nrft delivered up. They replied, they 
were ready to give up the Portuguefe, but that they 
could not furrender the Milanefe, without being guilty 
of the higheft breach of honour ; fince to them it ap- 
peared moft infamous and bale, to give up to pUnifh- 
ment thole who had entruftcd themfelvcs to their pro- 
tedlion. The behaviour of the Calicutians, in this par- 
ticular, was certainly juft and honouirable; while, at 
the fame time, I cannot but highly condcnin the con- 
duct of the Portuguefe general, who feemcd not fo 
folicitous to free from flavery fo many of the Portu- 
guefe as defirous to gratify a fpirit of revenge, in pu- 
niftiing the two delcrters. It was likewife cxcremeJy 
abfurd and mean, to be fo obftinate in that particular, 
at a time when the enemy were reduced to fuch ex- 
' tremity, that the two Milanefe could do but litde mif- 
chief. Befidcs, is it not moft fhameful, that men who 
pretend to punilh perfidy^ (liould themfelves urge others 
to violate the laws of faith ? Moreover, as war is un- 
VoL. I. P dertaken 
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dcrtaken for the fake of our country, we ought there- 
fore not fo much to aim at the defttuftion ot our ene- 
myi as the prcfervation of our countrymen. 

Soarez, however, aftuatcd by pride and refentment^ 
did not confult the fafety of the Portuguefe captives, 
nor that of Cojebcquoj who, by his friendlhip to our 
people, had involved himfelf in the greateft dangers t 
for upon their refufing to comply with bis demand, he 
fired upon the city, and demoliflied many of the build- 
ings. He then departed for Cochin, where he waited 
upon the king, and, in the name of Emmanuel, prai&d 
his fidelity to the higheft de^ree, and gave him many 
valuable prefcnts. He fent Pedro Mendoze, and Vaf- 
co Caraval, with two fhips to cruize along the coaft^ 
as far as Calicut, to prote6t the Portuguefe allies, and 
annoy their enemies. He likewife difpatched Alpfaonlb 
Lopez Cofta, Pedro Alphonfo Aquilar, and Roderick 
Abraahi, ,to Coulan, to load their fhips with the fpicQ 
procured by the bravery and afliduity of Pacheco, Pa- 
checo himfelf, having taken in his cargo, came loon 
after to Cochin, where he was received by Soarez in 
the mod honourable manner, and treated as a man of 
his merit deferved. While Soarez remained at this 
place, he received an account, that the citizens of Cran- 
ganor, who continued in the zamorin^s intereft, weitf 
in arms ; that they had fitted out 8o paraos, and five 
ijther (hips, which were under the command of one 
Maimam ; that Naubeadarim was likewife at the head 
of a great army, which incrcafed daily. The enemy 
intended, as foon as the Portuguefe left Cochin,, to en- 
deavour to pafs. over their forces at the ford of Palt- 
purt, and fall upon the king by furprizc. 

Soarez being apprized of thefe things, held a coun- 
cil of war, wherein it was refolvcd to f«l diredly for 
Cranganor, in order to fruftrate thefe dcfigns of the 
enemy. They accordingly fct out on this expedition, 
in the filence of the night, with 15 long boats, 25 
paraos, and one caravel. There were in this fleet 1000 
Portuguefe, and as many Cochinians : befides, die 

6 prince 
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prince of Cochin waitedat the ford of Palipurt^wktiSooo 
ibldiers: xhence he continued his march by land, whilft 
the Portuguefe iailed with great alacrity to the plbce 
vrhere they intended to attack the cnctnyi Soarez 
placed Trtftan SyMo, Antony Saldanna, Pedro Al- 
phonfo Aquilar, Alphonib Coda, and Vafco Carval^ 
in the firfl: line. Maimatn, with Jbis two ions lay then 
in the river^ with two large fbips chained together, well 
manned, and furnifhed with cannon and all manner of 
warlike ftores. The Portuguefe in the firft line attack- 
ed them with great fury; Maimam and his fonsmade fo 
ftout a refillance, that the engagement continued much 
longer than any one could experts but thefe three 
gallant men being at laft killed, the foldiers and 
iailors threw thcmfelves into the water* The Por- 
tuguefe in the fecond line, having likewiie attacke4 
the eneirtiy^s paraos, defeated them with very little 
difEculty. Our people being thus vidoripus by 
w^teri now landed their forces, and were joined by 
the jprince of Cochin. Naubeadarim advanced with 
his array, and offered battle. An engagctpent accord- 
ingly enfijed^ which for fome time was extremely ob- 
ftinste on both fides \ but great numbers of the enemy 
being flain, the reft fled into the city in fo much con- 
.fternation^ that they did not attempt to defend it^ bu| 
Jenterlng at one gate rufhed out at the other. Tiije 
Portuguefe being at their heels, entered the Xity at thp 
iame time, and fired the buildings. The houfcs were 
moftly built of wood, and covered with palm leaves ; 
fo that the flames fpread very quickly* In the cnidft 
of This confufion, the Chtidian inhabitants came to 
our people, eartteftly entreating them to quench the fir^, 
in order to fave thofc houfes where they performed Di- 
vine worfhip. The Portuguefe accordingly endeavour- 
ed to do fo *, but notwithftanding their utmoft efiforts, 
many of the Chriftian churches were deftroyed. The 
houfes of the Arabians and Jews, which efcaped the 
flames, were plundered. All the (hips and paraos of 
xhc ?ncmy were likcwife burnt^ after our people had 
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taken out of them the engines of war which could be 
of any fervicc. After this expedition^ Soarez and the 
reft of the Portuguefe returned to Cochin. 

As we have frequently made mention of Cranganor, 
it may no? be improper, if we here give fome accounc 
of the place, together with the cuftoms and manners 
of its inhabitants. This city, as we have faid above, 
lies to the north of Cochin about i6 miles. It is 
fituatcd on a winding river, which, at a little diftance 
from thence, difcharges itfelf into the fea. The city 
was at that time large and populous, being, upon the 
account of trade, frequented by people of many dif- 
ferent nations. It was tributary to the zamorin, tho* 
in other refpefts a free ftate, being governed by ma- 
gi ftrates, eledted by the people. The Pagan inhalri- 
tants differ very little in their cuftoms from the reft of 
the people of Malabar. The Chriftians who refide 
here, are generally very poor, and their churches of a 
mean appearance. They keep the fabbath in the fame 
manner as we do, in hearing fermons, and performing 
other religious duties. The high prieft, whom they 
acknowledged as the head of their church, had his feat 
near fome mountains towards the north, in a country 
called Chaldaeu. He has a council compofed of 12 
cardinals, two biftxops, and feveral priefts : with the 
afliftance of thefe, he fettles all affairs relating to re- 
ligion, and all the Chriftians, in thefe parts, acquiefce 
in his decrees. The priefts are ftiaved in fuch a man- 
ner, as to reprefent a crofs on their crowns. They 
adminifter the facrament in both kinds, making ufe of 
the juice of prelTed grapes by Way of wine, and allow 
the laity to partake of both t but no one is admitted 
to this folemn ordinance till he has made a confeffion 
'of his iniquities. They baptized not their infants till 
they were forty days old, except in danger of death- 
When any one amongft them is feized with a fit of 
ficknefs, the prieft immediately vifits him, and the 
lick perfon is greatly animated by the holy man^s 
' fupplications. When they enter their churches, • they 
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Iprinkle themfelves with holy water ; they ufe the fame 
form of burial as in other catholic countries. The re- 
lations of the deceafed give great entertainments, 
which l^ft a week ; during which time they celebrate 
.his praifes, and put up prayers for his eternal happi- 
nefs. . They preferve the facred writings in the Syrian, 
or Chaldean language, with great carefulnefs; and 
their teachers are ready, in all public places, to inftruft 
everyone. They keep the advent fundays, and the 
40 days of lent, with great ftriftnefs -, and obferve 
moft of the feftivals which we have in our church, 
with the fame exaftnefs. They compute their time 
Ukewife in the fame manner as we do, adding a day 
to every fourth year. The firft day of July is kept 
as a holidayj in honour of St. Thomas, not only by 
thefe Chriftians, but many of the Pagans alfo. There 
are likewife convents for the priefts, and nunneries for 
their women ; who adhere to their vows of chaftity 
witbithe utmoft probity. Their priefts are allowed to 
marry once, but excluded from taking a fecond wife. 
Marriages amongft other people cannot be annulled 
but by the death of one of the parties. When a wo- 
man becomes a widow, (he forfeits her dowry, if mar- 
ried within a twelvemonth after the death of her hus- 
band. Thefe are the cuftoms and nri^nners, which the 
Chriftians in Cranganor, as well as many other parts 
of India, haveobferved with the utmoft fidelity, from 
the time of Sr. Thomas. The body of this apoftle 
is reported to have been buried irt the city of Malapur, 
in the kingdom of Narfingua. 

When Martin Alphonfo Soufa, viceroy of John the 
third, was in India, fome brazen tables were brought 
to him ; on thefe was engraved fome infcription, but 
the charadters fo little known, that fcarce any body 
could read them. However, there was at laft found 
a Jew, famed for his knowledge in antient languages, 
who, though not without great difficulty, made out 
their fignification. The purport of which was, that 
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the king who reigned in thefe parts, at the time of 
Thomas, had aflSgned him a certain fpace of ground 
CO build a church. We have likewife another tefti- 
snony of the truth of this affair, given in a letter 
wrote by the bifhop of Cochin, in the year 1562, to 
cardinal Henry, where it is mentioned, that there was 
a chapel built on the top of a hill, in the city of Me* 
liapur, afterwards called St. Thomas, when inhabited 
by Portugueie : that in this chapel St. Thomas was 
murdered when performing Divine fervice % and in 
this place the Chriftians, in thefe parts, ufed to meet 
every year, and offer up prayers about a week before 
Cbriftmas. There was found on this hill a crbfs cut 
out of ftone, with the image of a dove perched on the 
top of it, furrounded with an arch of ftone ; about which 
there was fome old writing : the oldeft and mofl know- 
ing antiquaries were confulted with, but none could 
make out the charaAer of the writing, till at laft a 
bramin from Narfinga, expounded it in this manner : 

• That Thomas had been fent by the fon of Ood into 

< thefe parts, in the reign of Sagam, to fpread the 

< light of Chriftianity 2 that he had there built a churd), 
•and performed many wonderful things; and that this 

• holy apoftle, when kneeling at the altar of God, had 

• been run through with a fpcar by a bramin.* 
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WHILST thefe things, as related above, were 
tranfaded, Emmanuel fitted out a large fleet 
ipx India. In this he fent Francis Almeed as com- 
mander in chief, and appointed him likewife to a£): as 
his viceroy, in the eaft. For as he propoied to him^ 
ieJf partly to lay the foundation of an empire in India ; 
partly to proteft his fubjedls left there on the account 
of trade ; and, laftly, to prevent any inconveniences 
that the princes in sdliance with him might undergp, 
for their attachment to the Portuguefe : hci thought ic 
expedient therefore, that an officer fhould refide in Jn* 
dia, in quality of viceroy ; who by his vigilance and 
induftry, might effed thefe purpofes. 

This year 1505, the king fent Diego Soufa, a Por- 
tuguefe bifhop, and Diego Pacheco, a man of un- 
common eloquence and (kill in the civil law, to Rome, 
that in his name they might engage his allegiance to 
Pope Julian the (ccond, who had been advanced to 
that high dignity by the unanimous voice of the col- 
lege of cardinals. The deputies had inftrudions to 
petition his holinefs, that as the war in Africa could 
not be carried on but at a vaft ' expence, he would 
give prefents out of the facred treafury pf the church, 
to all fuch perfons as would voluntarily contribute to the 
maintenance thereof. About this time, there came to 
Emmanuel one named Maur, of the Francifcan order, 
a man of great reputation for religion and fandicy of 
life, who was abbot of the monaftery on Mount Sion. 
The occafion of his coming was this : The fultan 
who at that time governed Egypt and Syria, being 
highly offended at the damage done him by the Spa- 
* niards and Portuguefe, wrote a letter to Julian, and 

P 4 fenc 



2l6 



The History oF 



Book IV, 



fcrnt it by this Maur ; who he imagined might greatly 
influence the pope in his favour, -The purport of the 
letter was as follows : ' That their Spanifli majcfties 
had done him very great injuries -, for that Ferdinand 
king of Arragon had fcized Andalufia by force of 
arms, and in a cruel manner partly killed the Arabs 
who pofleffed it, partly banifhed them, after depriv- 
ing them of their effedls and eftates, and miferably 
opprefled thofe who remained ; and what was ftill 
more grievous, hj^d forced ihem to profefs the Chri- 
ftian religion. For it was not held lawful, either 
among Chriftians, or Mahometans, to compel any 
one to renounce a religion in which he had been edu- 
cated from his infancy : that he could not therefore 
diflemble his refentment of a behaviour that tended 
to the common lofs and ruin of the nation, and the 
injury of religion in general. . Moreover, that the 
fubjefts of Emmanuel fo infefted the Indian feas, 
that the trade from Arabia and Egypt to India could 
not, be carried on in fafety, fince the Portuguefe had 
already p'lundered and burnt many of hislhips : that 
all thefe hoftilities had been committed without any 
juft pretence : for that he had never given the Por- 
tuguefe any provocation, though he had ftrk a great 
decreafe of hi^ ufual revenues, by their outrageous 
proceedings : that he had hitherto taken particular 
care, that the Chrifiians who had fettlemerits in Egypt 
and Syria, and thofe who traded, or came to vifit 
the fepulchre of Chrift, fhould meet with no rnole- 
ftation. But if their Spanilh and Portuguefe ma- 
jefties went on in tha^ hoftile manner, they Would re- 
duce him to the. neceflity of contriving means to ruin 
the Chriftian?, and vigoroufly to revenge fuch inju- 
rious treatment ; that he would put to the fword all 

the Chriftians.in his dominions,demoli(h their churches, 
and the fepulchre of Chrift, and even exert himfelf 
to .blot out the Chriftian name in his empire. Be- 
fides, that he.inrended to equip a large fleet, and to. 
deciare war againft fcveral of the Chriftian powers.* 

However, 
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However, he advifed Pope Julian, if he had a mind 
to deliver a numerous body of Chriftians from flaugh- 
ter, or preferve the churches in Afia and Egypt, and 
the fepulchre of Chrift from violation 5 or, in fine, to 
avert fire and devaftation from many parts in Chriften- 
dom, that he would ufe his intereft with king Emma- 
nuel to fend no more fleets to India. 

Julian having received this letter, fent a copy of it 
to the kings of Spain and Portugal, by the fame Maur ; 
and in a letter from himfelf, defired to know what an- 
fwer he (hould return to the fultan. I had not an op- 
portunity of knowing what anfwer Ferdinand returned 
Julian ; but Emmanuel wrote him as follows : 
' Mdft holy father, I have feen the letter you fent 
by Maur, and have alfo received a copy of the ful- 
tan *s to you, in which he complains of the injuries 
done the Moors by king Ferdinand, whom I regard 
and honour as a moft affeftionate father. He at the 
fame time "makes heavy complaints of the loffes the 
Arabians have received from the Portugucfe in India. 
But in reprefenting our enmity to infidels, he does 
honour to our names ; for can Chriftian princes do 
any thing more becoming, or more conducive to their 
immortal glory, than employ all their effbrts to the 
deftruftion of the execrable fuperftition of Mahomet, 
and the utter extinftion of the very name of that in- 
famous impoftor ? The fultan utters his threats with 
a barbarous and favage pride, as if he imagined thofc 
who fight for the religion of Chrift would be daunted 
by his empty menaces, and forthwith defift from their 
refolution of maintaining the caufe of our moft holy 
religion. My father-in-law Ferdinand, that viftori* 
ous monarch, will give him an anfwer becoming his 
virtue and wifdom, and worthy of his glorious ex- 
ploits. I may yeilture to affirm, that he will never 
ftand {o much in awe of this barbarous enemy as to 
be alhamed of the glory he has acquired, by deliver- 
ing Spain from the tyranny of the Moors. As for 
* niy own part, I can affure your holinefs, What gives 

♦ me 



2l8 



The History of 



Book IV. 



me moft uneafmeis is, that the tyrant has not greater 
occafion of complaint. From the time I firft formed 
the deflgn of opening a paflage to the Indies by my 
fleets, and exploring regions unknown to our fore- 
fathers, it was my rcfolution to deftroy the head of 
the Mahometan feft, from whence {o great a train of 
evils haye proceeded to mankind ; and as I was de- 
lirous that Mecca, the capital of Arabia, where Ma- 
homet's fepulchre is, might be dcftroyed by the arnas 
of the Portuguefc, I am heartily forry that my de- 
figns have not yet met with the defired fuccefs j but 
I hope this glorious work will at length be ac(jbm- 
plifhed ; the foundation of which has already been 
laid by the bravery and vigour of my fubje£ls. When 
therefore the monuments of Mahomet Ihall be erafed, 
when this troublefome and outrageous enemy fhall 
fee the land, which nurfed and contains in its boibni 
the remains of fuch a monfter, laid wade and utter- 
ly ruined ; then let him vent his empty threats, 
and be more Iparing of them now, when he can only 
complain of flight injuries. As to his threatening 
Europe with fire and fword, and faying that he will 
put the Chriftians in his dominions to death, and dq- 
molifli the ftrpulchre of Chrifl:, I can fee no reafon 
why any one (hould be alarmed at thcfe empty boafts. 
It is not to be fuppofed, that an avaricious enemy will 
ever be fo far blind to his own intereft, as to demo- 
lifhour Saviour's fepulchre, and other places which 
be fees frequented by Chriftians,to his great advantage; 
neither is he fo void of underftanding, as by injur- 
ing the whole Chriftian commonwealth, to irritate the 
minds of all againft him, and call them off from 
their mutual animofities, to his own ruin and deftruc- 
tion. For it ufually happens, that people .at vari- 
ance, upon an offence done them in common, .unite* 
and are pufhed on more keenly to take vengeanoe 
on a haughty enemy. I hope the Chriftians arc not 
fo forgetful of their moft holy religion, or antient 
glory, as not to revenge fo great an injury : and I 

•and 
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aiii confident, that if the fultan ftiould comniit the 
flaughtcr he threatens, all Chriftians both young and 
old, would exert their iitn^oft efforts, to revenge fuch 
treatment. And as he cannot but be fcnfible of this, 
he will not be fo diftrafted as to bring either his per- 
fon or government into fuch imminent danger ; at 
the fame time I cannot but exprefs my forrow, that 
fo much difcord (hould prevail amongft Chriftiafi 
princes. Thence that tyrant has affumed fo much 
fpirit, as to threaten thofe by whom his empire and 
oapic might very eafily be extinguiflied. Wherefore, 
moft holy father, I not only exhort and advife, bac 
humbly > entreat you to undertake an action which 
wyi be worthy of your virtue, worthy of your wif- 
dom and religion, and worthy the facred dignity of 
Chrift's vicegerent •, namely, that by your intereft 
and authority, you would endeavour to bring the 
princes of Chriflendom to an harmonious agreement; 
that with joint hearts and hands they might carry 
their arms into Ada and Africa, to humble an enemy 
become infolent and prefumptuous, not by his own 
courage, but by their negligerK:e : by doing this you 
will pave your way to cverlafting glory, and render 
your name for ever illuftrious. Some Chriflian prin* 
ces and I formerly joined in an earneft addrefs to 
Pope Alexander, your immediate predeceflbr, to this 
purpofe ; but perhaps the reafon of its not taking 
efiedt at that time was, becaufe the divine Being had 
refervcd it to be the fubjeft of your immortal praife 
and glory. Wc acknowledge your great condefcen- 
fion and goodnefs, in defiring us to write you what 
aniWer we would have you return the fultan ; but it 
does not become us, to direA either your wiidpm, 
or the venerable college of cardinals, what reply you 
fhould make the enemy ; it is only our bufinefs to 
lay before you wh^it our own fcntiments and refelu- 
tions arc, with refpeft to this affair. With regard 
then to myfelf, I am a man whom no threats, no 
terrors, no difficaldies cf what kind foevcr, can de- 
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* ter from profecudng what I have once undertaken, 

* or from exerting my utmoft endeavours to pull down 

* and crufli that favage and outrageous enemy. And 

* it is my earned prayer, moft holy father, that God 

* would fo ftrengthen your mind, by the powerful in- 

* fluence of the fpirit, that yoa may be enabled to dif- 

* charge the duties of your high ftation, to his glory and 

* honour.* 
The king gave confiderable prefents to Maur, and 

difmifs'd him with the letter : this man having likewife 
received one from king Ferdinand, returned to Rome, 
and from thence to the fultan, with a letter from his 
holinels. By this the fultan underftood, that all his 
threats availed nothing, and that he muft have re- 
coarfe to arms. He therefore fet about building a 
fleet, in order to diftrefs the Portuguefe in India, of 
which we (hall take notice in its proper place. 

This year Lopez Soarez arrived at Lilbon ; he was 
received both by the king, and all the nobility, with 
the greateft demonftrations of refped and joy ; but 
Pacheco above all attrafted the admiration of his coun- 
trymen : his expedition in carrying on war, his magna- 
nimity in the greateft dangers, his fteadinefs in enduring 
hardfliips, and his fuccefs in batde was extoll'd to the 
(kies. The king ordered a public thankfgiving on his 
account, and made a pompous proceffion with the court, 
from- the cathedral to St. Domjnick*s church. He 
made Pacheco walk by his fide, that all rnight fee what 
refped he paid to bravery. After they came to the 
church, Diego OrtifiuF, bifliop of Vifa, pronounced an 
oration, wherein he copioudy fet forth the illuftrious and 
admirable exploits of Pacheco, and pioudy concluded 
by ^afcribing all to the glory of God. Nor was Emma- 
nuel fatisfied with doing him this great honour he 
likewife wrote letters to almoft all the Chriftian prin- 
ces, wherein he extolled Pacheco's aftions with due 
applaufe, that his fame and renown might fpread through 
Chriftendom. But that it may appear, how uncertain 
all huiiun affairs are, it may not be amifs to inform 

tilt 



iBooklV. the PORTUGUESE, Sec. 221 

the reader what reward was paid at laft to the merit 
of this brave man. When the king underftood that 
Pacheco's circumftances were narrow, (for he had fpcnt 
all in his fervice) and that he had brought nothing 
home from India but great glory, after encountering 
fuch danger, he appointed him governor of a town 
in Africa called St. Geotgia de Mina, whence the gold 
ufed to be imported into Portugal, that he might have 
an opportunity of bettering his condition in that go* 
vernment. But Pacheco being greatly envied there, 
he was accused by his enemies of having defrauded 
the king of a great quantity of gold, and of having 
been guilty of many fcandalous and villainous pradtices. 
The king therefore ordered him home in irons, where 
he lived in a very miferable condition, in clofe con* 
finement for a confiderable time, till the affair being 
more carefully enquired into, it appeared, that the 
crimes laid to his charge were cither without any foun- 
dation, or fuch as did not deferve fuch fcvere puniflv- 
ment. Then indeed he was releafed from prifon, and 
reftored to his dignity, but did not meet with a re- 
ward fuitable to his great merit, and fpent the re- 
mainder of his days in obfcure poverty. Of fuch great 
influence arc the fuggeftions of wicked men over even 
the beft princes, that they frequently draw them off 
from beftowing on virtue its due rewards, though, 
at the fame time, the greateft glory of a king confifts 
in fuch a generous diftindlion of merit. 

This fame year Emmanuel paffed many new laws, 
and made amendments in the old 5 he alfo cnadled fe- 
veral flatutes for enlarging his public revenues, and 
applied himfelf with great diligence to fettling the 
boundaries of church lands, and fuch as had been de- 
ftin'd for charitable purpofes. 

About the fame time John Sequeire obtained leave 
of the king to build a fort in the province of Sur in 
Africa, near cape Agucr; but not having ftrength fuf- 
ficient to defend it, he afterwards delivered it up to 
the king, who rewarded his labour and cxpenccs with 
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a truly royal munificence. In tte month of OiSiober a 
peftilcniial diltemper rag'd at Lifbon, which fwept ofi* 
inuhitudes. This obliged Emmanuel to remove to Al- 
merin. At this time Francifco Peftana happened lO 
be at Arzila: he was a man of high birth, and great 
courage, and had performed many military atchieve- 
mencs greatly to his honour.* He obtained of John 
Menez governor of Arzila, feventy horfe ; with chefe 
he went to attack a village (icuated on a Very high 
mountain. He marched out in the night time, and 
lay in ambufcade, at a fmall diftance from the places 
Early in the morning, when the inhabitants were driv- 
ing their flocks and herds to pafture, Peftana fell upon 
them unawares, and putting them to flight, carried 
<off their cattle ; he was now on his return home with 
the booty, when the Moors, according to cuftom, nuk- 
ing (ignals and loud outcries, raifed Che neigubourboodi 
who geiting together a good number of horie, went 
quickly in purfuit of Paftana. He fuftained their at^ 
tack with a good deal of bravery, and gradually re- 
treated : fometiiDes when the enemy prefled moft fu- 
riouily, he wheel'd about, and charg'd them at full 
career ; when he had advanced eight miles, and was 
within four of Arzila, his men Were fo much annoyed 
by the enemy, that he thought proper to withdraw to 
^ rifing-ground. The Moors then halted^ for they fuf- 
pe£led fome ambufli behind the hill ; and now the re^' 
maindcr of the way feemed clear to our people for a 
fafe retreat. There was in this detachment of horfe^ 
a very brave fellow named, Diego Vciga, who bcgatt 
to incite, and with great vehemcncy to urge his com* 
panions to make an attack on the Moors. ' Come 

* (faid he) let lis charge the enemy ; for believe me, 

* they have not courage to withfland our onfet.* Pdlana 
being naturally proud, was fir*d with indignation, and 
rgprimanded Veiga very fharply, and be fides other re- 
proachful language, upbraided him with the hempen 
frock which he wore at that time : *and yet (addoi 

* he*) are you fo bcrcav'd of you fcnfes, and £> pre- 

^ fumptuous 
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^ fumptuous as to give fuch an advke to a man fa 

* deeply {killed in the art of war ?* Veiga replied, with 
a fmile. * Give me but an opportunity, and this hempen 

* jacket (hall foon appear to be a coat of mail :' Peftana was 
provoked by this reply, • If you are (ikid he) fo mighty 

* a heroe, let me fee it irt your behaviour, come then, 

* brother foldiers, let us charge the eneriiy,* All of 
them forthwith fet upon the Moors, who being (eized 
with theutmoft panic by this unexpcfted attack, were 
quickly put to flight, and entirely routed i eighty wer6 
flain, and thirty taken prifoners. During the Ikirmifli 
Peftana kept hrs eyes ftedfaftly on Veiga, who fought 
indeed with the moft amazing courage ; Peftana was 
filled with admiration at his intrepidity ; and when the 
aftion was over, he fubmiflively addrefTed him in thele 
words. * Moft brave Veiga, excufe my raflhnefs, or if 

* you pleafe, beat me with your ftaff ; for the man who 

* doubted your valour deferves fuch chaftifcment: had 

* I fix fuch men under my command, methinks I 

* could even enter Conftantinoplcj -and put the grand 

* fignior in chains.* Thus with joy and harmony they 
Tfetumed to Arzila with their booty, which was con- 
fiderable. 

In the mean time the plague raging daily more and 
more in Portugal, it at laft reached Scalabis, and peo^ 
pic being apprchenfive of its getting into the palace, 
becaufe of the nearnefs of the place, the king was ob- 
liged to remove with all haftc : he retir'd to Abranies, 
^ town lituate on an eminence, on the north fide the 
Tajo. Here the queen, on the third o£ March 1506, 
was delivered of a fon, whom his father named Lewis. 
As this prince advanced in years, he difcovered all* the 
figns of an amiable difpofition and a rifing genius. 
JJe was held in the higheft efteem by all the Portu- 
gtiefe nation, who thought him worthy of ruling the 
giteatefi empire. He was endowed with every quali- 
fication requififle for a foldier, or leader, and was alfo 
greatly admirM for his knowledge in all the arts of 

peace 
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peace and government, yet was he eminent for no* 
thing fo much as his piety and zeal for religion. 

This year a fleet was equipped for India, and Triftaa 
Cugna was appointed admiral. About the fame rime^ 
there happened a great tumult at Lifbon, raifed by the 
fury and madnefs of the rabble ; in this almoft all the 
Jews, who, as we before obferved, had been converted 
to Chriftianity were cruelly maflacred. The affair was as 
follows : The greateft part of the citizens had left the 
town, becaufe of the plague 5 and many French and 
Dutch fhipshad arrived there at this time : on the 19th 
of April many of thofe who remained in the city, went 
to St. Dominick's church to attend divine fervice. On 
the left fide of this church is Jefus chapel, much frc* 
quented by people at their devotion. Above the altar 
is placed a reprefentation of Jefus on the crols, and 
the hole, reprefcnting the wound in our Saviour's fide, 
had a glals cover. When many people had fixed their 
eyes and attention on that wound, a lucid brightnefe 
{hone from it. On this appearance many faid, it was 
a miracle, and that the divinity teftify'd his prefcncc 
by a wonderful fign. Some one of the Jews, who not 
long before had taken upon him the profeffion of 
Chriftianity, with a loud voice denied it to be a mira- 
cle, adding, that it was very unlikely that a piece of 
dry wood fhould (hew forth a miracle. Many indeed 
doubted of the truth thereof; yet confidering the time, 
place and congregation, it was highly imprudent for 
any one, efpecially a Jew, to endeavour to convince 
people of a miftake, when they were firmly perfuaded 
the thing was true. The populace, naturally head- 
ftrong, inconfiderate, and apt to be (truck with any 
thing that appears marveiUous, upon hearing that a Jew 
derogated from the credit of the miracle, began to 
make an uproar: they called him a perfidious wicked 
betrayer of religion, and an outrageous and malicious 
enemy of Chrift, and declared him worthy of torture 
and death. 

Nay. 
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Nay, their Fury arofc at laft to fuch a degree, that 
falling on this unhappy wretch, they dragged him hf 
hVs hair into the tnarker^place before the church, whertt 
they tore him to pieces^ arid making a fire, threW his 
body into ir. All the commbn people flocked to thig 
tumult: at^d a telrtain monk madt a fpeecb too well 
adapted 16 thciif- humour at the time j in this he ex- 
cited them with great vehemency to revenge the im- 
piety of the Jew. The mob-, too apt of their own 
accord, fo be butragfebi^s by this imeans became thd 
more trinfpbrted with fbry i two othef monks at the 
feme time holding forth a crucifix, loudly excited tht 
people to flaiig hter, at every other word calling oUt^ 
Herefy, herefy ! avenge the herefy, arid eXtinguifh the 
kicked race-. The French ind Dutch quickly came 
afhore, and having joined the Portuguefe, they tbm- 
mitted great havodk. This cruel maffacnc was beguil 
by five hundred, Who were at laft joinfcd by fcveral 
Dthcrs ; trahlported with madnefs and boiling With rage> 
they fell upon the wretched Jews, bf whom they killed 
great fthrhbers, and threW many half alive into the 
flames \ by this tinie fcveral fires were kindled near the 
platie, where the firfl: ofFendef had been burnt ^ foi^ 
the canal^e about the ftrcetS With eagerhefs and a* 
lacrity had brought fewel from all parts, that nothing 
might be Wahting to execute this horrible dcfign* The 
flirieks and outcries bf the WoHicn, together With th6 
jpiteous fup^iications of the men> jnight^ one would 
think, have foften'd the inoft favage hearts into pity | 
but the aftors in this horrid (bene, were fo divefled ot 
humanity^ that they fpaf'd neither fex Or dge, but 
wreak'd their fury Oft all Withbut diftlnftibn ; fo that 
above five hundred Jews were either killed oriiurnt 
that day. The news df this maflji'cfe having reached 
the tounttyj neJct diy aboVe a thoiiland nien frbrti 
the villages flocked into the city, and join*d the fhur^ 
densrs, and the flaughtcr was fencWedi The Jew§ 
being under the greateft terror, concealed themfelves* 
in theif houfesj but the blood-thirfty rabble brake tpen 
Vot. i. CL th« 
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the doors, ruQi'd in upon them, and butcher'd mcn^ 
women and children in a moft barbarous manner: 
they dathed the infants againft the walls, and drag- 
ging all out of doors by the feet, threw them into the 
fire, fome quite dead, and others yet breathing life. 
Such an infenfibility overwhelm'd this wretched people, 
that they were fcarce able to lament their ruin, or de- 
plore their mifery : nay thofe who lay concealed, tho* 
they beheld their parents or children dragg'd away to 
torture and death, durft not even utter a mornful groan, 
for fear of being difcover'd ; in fhort they became fo 
ftupified with terror, that there was little difference be- 
twixt the living and the dead. Their houfcs were 
plundered, and the bloody rioters carried off great 
quantities of gdd and filver, and feveral other things 
of value : the French put their booty aboard their 
ibips, and had it not been for the defire of plunder, 
many more would have been murdered that day. Se- 
veral of the Jews, both young and old, fled to the 
altars for refuge, and taking hold of crofles, and the 
images of faints, in a moft fuppliant manner, im- 
plored the divine protection; but the fury of this 
abandoned rabble, proceeded to fuch a length, that 
without any regard to religion, they broke into the 
churches, and dragging the Jews from thence^ either 
cruelly butcher'd, or threw them alive into the fire, ' 
Several who had any refembJance of this people in their 
looks, were in great danger and fome were adtually killed 
pn that fufpicion : and others received many wounds 
and btows on the fame account. Some perfbns took 
this opportunity to vent their malice upon thofe a- 
gainft whom they had a pique, by averting they were 
Jews; and before the fallity could be confuted, fati* 
ated their revenge by their blood. The magiftrates had 
not fpirit to oppofe the fury of the multitude: however, 
many worthy perfons, prcfcrvcd, with the greateft fide- 
lity, fuch of the Jews as fled to them forfhelter; and 
concealed them in places of fafety. Yet above a 
thoufand were mafTacred this day. The third day thofe 
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irihuman barbarians returned again to the (laughter ; 
but they fcarcety found any to murder: for moft of 
the Jews who furvived, had either faved themfelvds 
by flight, or lay fafely concealed ; yet feme Daughter 
was committed. On thefe three days above two thou* 
fand of the Jewifh race were murdered. In the even- 
ing Ayres Sylvio and Alvarez de Caftro, men of the 
firft diftindtion, who prefided in the courts of Judi- 
cature, came with guards into the city : their arrival 
put a ftop to the fury of the mob. The French and 
Dutch repaired to their (hips, with a confiderable booty, 
and fet fail with all poffible expedition. 

Emmanuel haying got account of this maflacre, 
immediately difpatch'd Diego Alnfieed, and Diego 
Sophez to Lifbon, with full power to punifh the 
perpetrators of this horrid villainy. Many now fuf* 
fered for their madnefs and cruelty. The monks 
who had ftirred up the people to flaughter, being firfl: 
in a folemn manner degraded from the prieftly office 
and dignity, were afterwards fcrangled and burnt. 
Thofe who appeared remifs in reftraining the popular 
fury, were partly ftripped of their honoiirs, and partly 
fin'd ; and the city was deprived of feveral privileges. 

In the mean while Francis Alrtieed was (Veering his 
courfe to India ; but being hindered by bad weather, 
and long calms, he made but (low progrefs in his voyage, 
and could not make the cape of good Hope : it waS 
then winter in thofe parts, and our people were ha- 
ra(red with continual* ftormsj befidgs, the pilots miftak- 
ing their courfe, failed too far ro the fouthward, where 
the days were extremely fhort, the fun being then in 
the northern tropic. The thickncfs of the air, the 
immoderate (howers of rain, and great fallings of fnow, 
made them likewife fcem (horter than rhcy really 
were, and our men ftrffercd greatly alfo by the excel- 
five cold. At length, on the twentieth day of June, 
they turned the cape : Almeed then ordered the fleet 
to keep nearer the land. On the fecond of July, a 
violent ftorm arifing, greatly diftreficd the fleet. The 
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tcmpeft being abated, our men failed along the coaft 
of Caffers, and atlaft made the port of Quiloa. Almeed, 
upon his arrival there, fent one dircdlly wi.h his 
comp'imenis :o the king. But he being confcious dl 
his wickednefs, left the city in the filcnceof the night. 
Mahumed Anton, whom I mentioned before, remained 
in the town, and the fold iers who were left, flocking 
about him, defired he would head them againlt 
the Portuguefe. Almeed feeing that the king neither 
came in perfon, nor fent any apology, began to fuf- 
pcd: him of hoftile defigns, and therefore refolved to 
befiege the city. When it was high water, and the 
fca walhcd the walls of the town, he landed five hun- 
dred brifk fellows, whom he divided into two batta- 
lions. He gave the command of the firft, which con- 
lifted of two hundred men, to his fon Laurence, a 
youth of great' courage and aftiviiy. He referved 
the other to himfelf, in which were three hundred 
men. Mahumed being now terrified as much as 
the king, fled alfo ouf of the city, and our people 
.entered without any obftruftion. But Almeed feeing 
no body to oppofc him, fulpefted that the enemy lay 
in ambufcade, m order to attack our men, when they 
fhould find them ftraggling in fccurity, or intent on 
plunder. He therefore halted, and ordered his fon to 
march on with great flownefs and circumfpeftion, 
and not fuffer his foldiers to break their ranks. The 
city was almoft quite deferted, and the few who re- 
mained, were feizedVith fuch a panic, that they 
had neither courage to fly nor ftay. The plunder, by 
Almeed*s orders, was heap'd together in a large houfe, 
and diftributed among the foldiers; he received nothing 
for himfelf but one arrow. He then began to build a fort 
near the (bore, in a place veryproper for repulfingan ene- 
my ; whilft it was building^ he fent a meflfenger to Mahu- 
med Ancon, and the other citizens, telling them, they bad 
reafon to be thankful for being delivered from the 
ufurparion of a cruel and perfidious tyrant, and re- 
ftorcd to liberty, under the aufpicious reign, and by 

the 
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the fingular kindnefs of Emmanuel, a moft powerful 

and benevolent prince. He put them in mind of the 

many wicked defigns, bafe deceits, and fcandalouis 

aftions of that ufurper, under whom they had fufFercd 

the moft grievous injuries. But now, by a reverfe of 

fortune, they wouM be governed with juftice and 

equity, and every one might now maintain his rights 

againft the arbitrary will and wicked defigns of that 

perfidious tyrant. Moreover, Almeede promifcd to 

defend them from all hoftile invafions, by the power 

and armis of the Portugusfe. And that they might 

confide the more in his promifes, he told them, he 

would make Mahumet their king, whofe fidelity, 

goodncfs and prudence, they had frequently experienced. 

He therefore defir*d them to return to their city, and 

make an alliance with their bed friends, under whofe 

protection they might enjoy their properties with fafety. 

They gladly received this meffage, and making Ma- 

humed ride before them in great itate, they all fol* 

lowed him wiih joyful acclamations. Almeed, in the 

name of his mailer Emmanuel, having faluted him 

king, prefented him with a golden crown, and im- 

pofcd on him an annual tribute: Mahumet bound 

hinlfelf by oath to perform a conftant obedience to 

king Emmanuel, and to behave in all refpcfts as a 

moft faithful vaffal. 

In the mean time, the two commanders Gonzalo 
Paiva and Ferdinand Bermudo, came to Almeed from 
Mozambique. He had fent them thither to found the 
inclinations of the governor of the ifland, and to fee 
if the Portuguefe had left any letters there, whereby he 
might get intelligence of the ftate of affairs in India. 
Thfey brought him word, that all was quiet among the 
iflanders, and at the fame time delivered him letters 
from Francifco Albuquerque, and Lopez Soarez, which 
had been left with the governor of the ifland, by thefe 
commanders when they were failing to Portugal j thefe^ 
gave favourable accounts of every thing in India, 
When Mahumet came to pay his compliments to Al- 
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mcedy be begged of him, with great fabmi{Iion» to 
let at liberty all the Arabian prifoners ; which was rea- 
dily granted by Almeed. Mahumet having thanked 
him for this favour, made another rcquefl: worthy to 
be recorded to pofterity. * There was (faid he) a ftrid: 

* intimacy and friendlhip, founded on the mod facrcd 
^ ties, betwixt me and Alfudail our late king, whoai 

* the tyrant you have expelled, moft treacheroufly 

* murdered. Was Alfudail alive, I would-rcfign the 

* kingdom to him ; for I (hall never prefer any regal 

* power or wealth to my duty and fidelity : but as 
^ he is no more, 1 earneftly beg and entreat, that I 

* may be allowed to fend for his fon, and appoint him 

* heir to the crown ; not that I think my own fons un-. 

* worthy of that honour : but was I to fettle the fuc- 

* ceffion on them, this would be doing the highefl: in- 

* juftice to the children of the late king, and I (hould 

* think I deferved to be branded with everlafting infa- 
» * my ; it would not only bring difgrace on myfelf, but 

* likewife on my pofterity j therefore I chufe rather to 

* leave my fons an example of fidelity and honefty 
^ than the largeft patrimony, and moft opulent king-» 

* dom/ Our people were filled with the higheft ad- 
miration when they faw a Mahometan pay fo religious 
^ regard to friendfhip, and contemn fovereign power 
with fuch greatnefs of foul. All the Portuguefe be- 
ftowed the hfgheft encomiums on Mahumed, and de-. 
clared him worthy of a greater kingdom, on account 
of that candour and honefty which be (hewed in defir- 
ing to fettle the crown on the children oFthe deceafed 
king. Alfudail's fon was accordingly fent for, and 
all the citizens, by Almeid's orders, took the oaths of 
allegiance to him, as heir apparent lo the crown. Things 
being thus fettled, Almeed appointed Pedro Tereira 
Fogaza governor of the fort, and tock particular care 
to give him all ncceffary direftions f^r thq defence of 
the place. 

The admiral having failed from this place, four days 
after arrived ac the r«o«th of the h^ibour of Mom^ 

baze. 
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baze. He fenc Gonzalo Paiva before to found the 
depth of the water ; Paiva carried with him two Ara- 
bian pilots, well acquainted with the entrance to the 
I harbour. He executed his orders, and approached the 
fort ; upon which the garifon began to annoy him with 
their cannon : he on the other hand, fired upon them 
with his largeft guns. During the engagement, a (hot 
from the Portuguefe happened to fet fire to the enemy'4 
magazine, filled with gunpowder and other combu- 
ftible matter : this fo terrified the garifon, that they 
abandoned the fort, and fled to the city. Paiva hav- 
ing founded the depth of the harbour, returned to Al- 
meed, and informed him that nothing was to be feared 
from the fhallownefs of the water ; Almeed therefore 
entered the harbour with his fleet, and came to anchor 
near the town. He then fcnt one of the captains to ac ' 
quaint the king, that the Portuguefe had come to 
Mombaze, not with any hoftile intention, but for hijs 
fafety and dignity : that his mafter king Emmanuel 
was a prince of fo much goodnefs and generofity, that 
thofe who fubmitted to his authority found themfclvcs 
happier than if they remained independent: for if they 
acknowledged no fovereign, they would be obliged 
fingly to oppofe their enemies, not without great lofs 
and danger -, whereas if they put themfelves under the 
proteftion and patronage of fo excellent a king, they 
could cafily defend themfelves and their eflPedls from 
all injuries. Befides, it would be no refleftion on the 
king of Mombaze to acknowledge Emmanuel for his 
fovereign, fince fo many great princes both in Africa 
and India had voluntarily fubjefted themfelves to his 
authority ; and if he would follow their example, Al- 
meed promifed he would always regard him as the 
faithful ally of king Emmanuel, and omit no oppor- 
tunity of advancing his interefl:and dignity : but if the 
king of Mombaze would not lifl:en to this advice, he 
faid he fliould be neceflltated to compel him to a fub- 
itiiflion, and force him to live happy under the do- 
minion of one of the bcfl: of princes, 
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An Arabian. was fent with this meflagc ; but the im 
)iabitants would not fuffer him to land, threatening to 
fear him in pieces if he fct a foot on (hore. Depart 
inftantly (they cried) and tell the Portuguefe comman- 
der, .that hitherto he has had to do with^ the women 
pf Quiloa, but muft now deal with xnm of courage; 
and if he has a mind to make a trial, he (hall foon 
Icnow, to his coft, that he had better not entered this 
port with his fleet. Almeed having received this an- 
fwer, that very night ordered John Novez, with an-^ 
other captain, to go afhore and endeavour to ifeize fomo 
one of the inhabitants, from whom they might have 
intelligence of the king's ftrength and defigns. They 
Iftccordingly landed in great filence, and foon after they 
fook prifoner a perfon who happened to be one of the 
Icings dpmeftics and friends. This man being brought 
before Al(need, and terrified by threats, declared tha( 
the king, upon the news of the taking of Quiloa, be- 
fides his own army^ had taken into his pay 4000 mcr- 
(cen^ries, and expcded zooo more: that he had bev 
lides a large magazine of arms, and was well furni{he4 
With all qeceffaries, whereby he was confident he could 
repulf(? 4 m'ugh greater army from his city and fortifi- 
cations, Almeed,. however, refulved to befiege the 
place ; he accordingly next d^y ordered his fon and 
fome orher officers, tq land with all pofliblc expedi- 
tion, and to.fei fire to that quarter of the town neareft 
the (hore. This order was fo fpeedily execgte^jj that 
many houfes were aftually fet qn fire before the enemy 
could qiake any oppofition : they at kngth coUcdc^ 
their forces, and attacked qur men, who faftained their 
charge with great refolution; a fierce battle enfued-j 
in this feven'ty of the enemy were killed on the fpot, 
whilft the Porfoguefe loft only two men. Mean while, 
the flame Jpreading mqft furiogfly, made great devar 
•fta ion in ffie city ; fa that the inhabitants were doubly 
diftreffed, being at once neceflitated to fight our 
pien, and to extinguifli the fire which threatened de- 
(Iruftion tp the whole city : ^nd in^c?d fq violent were 
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the flames, that our men being unable to" endure 
fhe violent hear, were obliged to retire to their Ihips. 
Kext morning before day-break, Francis Almeid went 
^Qiore with all his forces. The flames, not yet quite 
cxtinguiflied, had fo far difpelled ihe darknefs of the 
pight, that the Portuguefe could eafily perceive there 
were none on the Ihore to hinder their landing ; yet 
Almeed fearing fome ambufli, did not attack the city 
before day-light ; he gave orders to his fon Laurence 
%o go and attack another quarter of the town : as there 
was no wall about the tov^n, our people marched into 
the lanes and ftreets which were very narrow, and 
croudcd by the enemy. The Portuguefe attacked them, 
but could not make ufe of their guns and other en- 
gines of war, becaufeof the narrownefs of theftreets: 
AS the houfcs were high, the inhabitants annoyed our 
people with ftones and darts from the windows and 
roofs of their houfes, which were not floping, but 
quite level. This was a great inconvenience to the Por- 
tuguefe, who were thereby hindered from purfuing 
the enemy when they gave way : fome of them, 
therefore, breaking into the houfes, andpuHing away 
the doors and boles, forced their way up flairs, and 
with great danger reached the upper part of the houfe: 
thefe being joined together, made one continued build* 
ing. Our men cleared one row of the ^nemy, and fo 
left a free paflage to the reft of the Portuguefe in the 
ftrects 5 but the inhabitants having pulled down one of 
the houfes, by this means hindered the Portuguefe 
from advancing. Laurence commanded the firft line, 
find John Novio brought up the rear ;'^ but the ruins 
of the houfe j>artcd them fo, that they could not affifl: 
each other. And here again fuch ^ multitude of darts 
was difcharged from the windows and tops of rhe 
houfes, that our men were in the utmoft danger 5 
they wtre therefore again obliged to force a paflage to 
the roofs of fome other houfes, where leaping from 
pn^ to another, they flew many of the en«my, and 
WWbJed m^ny gf jhcrn headlong into the ftrcrts 5 and 
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thus at laft entirely rid tbrmfdvcs of an inconvenience 
that forcly diftreffcrd tbem hitherto. 

But Laurence having underftood that the body of 
rcfefvc was in great danger, immediately haftened to 
their affiftance : however, when he came up to them, 
they were out of all danger: they therefore joined 
their forces, and marched diredtiy to the king's palace, 
which they found guarded by Pedro Bermudio accord- 
ing to Almcid's orders. From him they learnt 
with what bravery Francis Almeed had forced his 
way ^ to the palace ; and that the king had fied from 
the city, in the utmoft panic. Laurence immediately 
inarched after his father,^ whom he found clofely en- 
gaged in aftrect with a formidable body of the eneftiy. 
This youth charged them with fo much fury, that 
they gave way, and with great precipitation fled to 
the wood where the king had concealed himfeif. Our 
{)eoplc having rcfre(hcd themfclves after their fatigue, 
began to plunder the city. The booty was inconfider- 
able, for the enemy had carried off mod of their va- 
Juable effeds : however, our people found a vaft num- 
ber of arms and engines of war. In this affair the 
enemy loft 1500 men, and above 2000 were taken 
prifoners : of thefe Almeid kept about 200 men of 
the greateft diftindlion, and fome of the fineft women j 
the reft he fet at Kberty. Many of the Portuguefe were 
wounded, but only five killed, amongft whom was Fer- 
dinand Decio, a man of great renown, who had been 
wounded in the foot with a poifoned arrow. 

Mean while Vafco Gomez Abrseo arrived in the 
harbour of Mombaze : his (hip had been feparated 
from the fleet by the late ftorm. The Portuguefe now 
fleered for Melinda, but the weather proved fo tem* 
peftuous, that they could not make that place, but 
were driven into a bay about three leagues from thence. 
Here Almeed found likewife two fhips, which had been 
feperated by the ftorm, one commanded by Lopez 
Chanogua, and the other by John" Homo, a man no 
lefs nemarkable for courage than ftrength of bodyi 
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but be was more cut out for a foldier than a com* 
rnanding officer. Almced was extremely defirous to 
pay his refpeds to the king of Melinda : this he was 
upable CO do in pcrfon, being obliged to remain with 
the fleer, which could not, ac that time, get out 
of the bay, by reafon of the tempeftuous weather. 
However, he difpatched aperfon in his name to wait 
upon his pfiajefty, and to carry him the preiVnts from 
Etnmanuei, The king fent his own brothers co AU 
jnced, with a fupply of provifions and feveral pre- 
fents; and, ac the fame time, to exprefs his forrow for 
pot having thepleafure of feeing him in perfon.^ 

As foon as the weather was favourable, the Porru- 
guefe ftood away for the idand of Anchedive, where 
they arrived on the 13th of September 1505. Here 
Almeed received a letter fent by Gonzaio Agiciio Bar- 
bofi, and ordered to be delivered to the firft Portu- 
guefe commander who fhould touch there from Por- 
tugal : by this he was informed, that Gonzaio had 
procured a quantify of fpices fufficient to load feve- 
ral fliips ; moreover, that three fhips richly loaded 
were expefted from Arabia, and that if the Portuguefc 
vould keep a good look-out near that idand, during 
the month of September, their veflels would very pro- 
bably fall into their hands. Almeed having received 
this intelligence, immediately difpatched Homo to Co* 
chin, Cananor, and Coulan, to give notice of his ar- 
rival, and to defire the Portuguefc agents, with all ex- 
pedition, to get ready their ladings. He likewife ap- 
pointed Lopez Chanogua, and Gonzaio Paiva, to cruize 
in thofe feas, in order to intercept the Arabian Ihips; 
He himfelf immediately fct about building a fort, in 
a pJace ne^r the fea. On this fpot there were fome 
rums, among(t which he found feveral red and black 
crucifixes ; thence he conjefturcd this ifland had been 
formerly inhabited by Chriftians. All the Portuguefc 
without di{lin<5lion, helped to build the forti fothac 

io a little Un^ the work was brought to a confiderablo 
bcighf, 
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About this time arrived Emmanuel Pazagna, \ehom 
Almced, before he doubled the Cape of good Hope, had 
appoin ted commander of part of the fleet : with him came 
likewifc Antonio Vafco: GundiffalvoVafco, purfuant to 
Almeed*s orders, remained at Quiloa, and Lucas Fon- 
feca wintered at Mozambique. Lopez Saacho's (hip 
was (hipwrecked, and all aboard periftied, excepting 
five men, whom Pedro Barreto had taken aboard his 
fhip half dead. Thele were the commanders of Pa- 
zagna*s fleet. Almeed likewifc underftood by Pazag- 
na, that the ufurper Abrahem, who had been expelled 
from Quiloa, had endeavoured mod treacheroufly to 
murder king Mahumcd. For this purpofc he had em- 
ployed a refolute fellow, who having infinuated him- 
fcif into the friendfhip of Mahumed, had wounded 
him in the arm with a dagger : however, the wound 
proved not mortal, and the aflaflin having been feized, 
had fufFercd the punifhment due to his crime. 

A few days after, Chanogua and Paiva returned with 
fome fliips aboard which were feveral Arabians, They 
had l.kcwife taken fome fmati veffels,' and amorgft the 
reft an Incian floop : in this there was a Portuguc/e, 
whom Barboza had fent wth a letter to Almeed, ac- 
quainting him, That one of the Arabian fhips had al- 
ready ai rived at Calicur, and the other two were daily 
cxpefted : that there had come in the veflel already 
in port four Venetian artifts, who underftood the art 
of calUng cannon ; thefe the fultan of Egypt had (enc 
to the zamorin at his earneft requeft : that the fultaa 
himfclf was fitting out a large fleet againft the Portu-* 
guefe, and that formidable preparations were alfo mak- 
ing at Calicur. Almeed having received this intelli* 
gcnce, fent out again Chanogua and Paiva, wiih ftridt 
orders CO keep a good look-our, that the other two 
Ihips from Arabia might not efcape. He alfo built 
a large galley ; (for he had brought all proper ma- 
teriiils from Portugal) he manned her with Arabian 
rowers, and gave the command to John Serrano, who 
was like wife joined with two frigates j one of which 
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vfas commanded by Simon Martino, and the other by 
Diego Diazio -, thefc were to fcour ihe fcas, and annoy 
the enemy as. much as poflible. 

At this junfture Merlao king of Onor, ten leagues 
from Anchedive, fent deputies to Almeed to treat of 
a peace. The pyrate Timoi?, who;ii we have men- 
tioned above, was then at Onor, and had hkewife con* 
curred with the king in defiring the friendlhip of our 
people 5 Almeid received both into his protedion : by 
them he underftood, that there was a (Irong caflle a 
little way off, caHcd Zincutura, which belonged to the 
kingdom of Daccarn. The governor was a vaffal of 
Zabaio king of Goa, ^ho had frequent wars with the 
king of Onor. Almeed ordered his fon to found the 
depth of the harbour there ; Laurence accordingly let 
out with fomc pilots for this purpofe. He found the 
depth of the river, which runs by the caftle, at the 
mouth to be five fathom, and a little further three 
and a half mere. The fort was fituated on a hill, 
.and the garifon confifted of looo men*: thefe, when 
they oblerved our boats, immediately hallened to the 
fliore ; eight only were on horfeback, amongft whom 
was the governor.. Our people hoifted a flag of peace ; 
upon this the governor came diredlly to Laui;ence, with 
whom he concluded a treaty. He at the fame time 
fent feveral prefcnts to Francis Almeed, and a large 
quantity of Fruits to refrefh the Portuguefe after their 
iatigue. Nine days after he difpatched deputies to Al- 
mcid, to ratify the peace with the utmoft folemnity. 
Before our people left Anchedive, they defcricd a large 
Vcflcl, which was freighted with horfes from Perfia* 
The Portuguefe immediately attacked her in their long 
boats. The Pcrfians and Arabians aboard, being ftruck 
with a panic, jumped into their boat and made to* 
wards the Ihore. The (hip had run'a-ground, fo that 
the Portuguefe could not tow her along -, and a fudden 
ftorm arifing, our people were in the greateft danger. 
There were 19 horfcs in this fhip, nine of thefe the 
Portuguefe put aboard their long boats, which were 
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driven afliore by force of the waves. The Arabians 
^ho inhabited that country, flocked to the (horein 
great numbers. Our people defined them to keep ibe 
horfes till the ftorm was over, which they accordingly 
promifed. The Portuguefe failed for Anchcdive, and 
after the ftorm ceafed, returned for their horfes. The 
inhabitants made anfwcr. That the king of Onor had 
them in his cuftody. Almced fent a mcflenger to the 
king, demanding reftitution of the horfes ; telling him, 
at the fame time, he hoped his majefly would do no- 
thing in violation of the late treaty, which had been 
concluded in fo folemn a manner. Almeed received 
fuch an anfwer as plainly fhewcd this people were void 
of faith, or regard for treaties; and fo intent were they 
on this prefent advantage, that they did not advert lo 
the danger arifing from fuch a faithlefs behaviour. 

Almeed left Pazagna with a fmall garifon in the fort 
of Anchedivc, and (ailed for Onor. As foon as he 
entered the mouth of the river, he ravaged the coun- 
try, and burnt fcveral fliips in the harbour. The Ara- 
bians aboard the vefl!els in port, afTured him, that the 
king of Onor Ihould give fatisfadion 5 for which rea- 
fon he ceafed hoftiiities for one day : mean while the 
inhabitants retired with their effcfts to the neighbour- 
ing mountains, whither the king a!fo^ betook hitnfclf s 
Almeed therefore dilpatched his fon with orders to de- 
ftroy all the (hips in the harbour. The king, who was 
at no great diftance, feeing his navy in fuch danger, 
fent 4000 men to oppofe our people. The fire which 
the Portuguefe threw amongft the houfes, as well as 
Ihips, raged with great violence ; and left: it fliould be 
cxiinguifhed by the enemy, Almeid ordered Laurence 
to attack thofe who had come for that purpofe. The 
enemy were drawn up in fuch order, that they could 
not be cafily rcpulfed. Their firft line was armed with 
Jhields, and their archers being thus covered, annoyed 
our people with their darts. The confiidt for fome time 
remained doubtful ; but the Portuguefe at laft tnsdc 
fuch an impreffion on the enemy, that ihcy obliged 
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them to retire. Alme^ obferving his men pafliing oa 
with too much eagerncfs, founded a retreat. . The cne- 
Hiy imagining thi& proceeded from fear, rallied and re- 
newed the attack. The Poitugucfe, however, retreated 
in fuch order and regularity, that they fuffered no da- 
matge. The enemy, on the other hand, loft many of 
their men : fourteen of iheirfliips were burnt, and the 
whole city was in flames. The Porrugucfe loft only 
one man, and Almeed was wounded in his right thumb* . 
The king now fcnt deputies to aflc pardon and fue for 
peace. Almeed made anfwer. That he had not then 
lime, but that he would foon fend his fon to fettle a . 
peace on the ftnongcft terms. Next day the Portu- 
guefc failed for Cahanor. 

In the mean while John Homo, purfuant to his or- 
ders, informed the Fortuguefe and their allies in India, 
of the arrival of Almeed, and the powers with which 
he was inverted. When John arrived at Coulan, he 
was acquainted by Antonio Sala the Portugwfe agent, 
that the king's (hips, at the inftigation of the Arabians, 
had been rtfufed the quantity of fpices due by treaty. 
The Arabians had at that time in the harbour 34 (hips \ 
and fuch was their influence, that they loaded all their 
veflcls before the Portuguefe could procure any part of 
their lading, though it had been exprcfsly ftipolated by 
treaty, that no fpices ftiould be given the Arabians till 
the Portuguefe had received their whole cargo. Ho- 
mo being a bold and rcfolute man, ftripped the Ara- 
bians of their helms and rigging, and delivered them 
to Antony Sala. * Now (ftid he) you may take in 
•your lading, and I charge you not to reftore their 

• fliip tackle, till our ftiips are furnilhed with their full 

* car©]|/ Sala promifed to obey his orders. Homo 
having failed from thence, in his courfe took two Ara*- 
bian veflcls -, he put all the crew in irons, and cx)n* 
fined them in the holds. He put three Portuguefe pi- 
lots aboard each of thcfe ftiips : he could not fparc 
more ; arid befides, as the wind was fair, he thought 
thefe fuflkient to fteer them into port. He was now 

in 
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in light of Almecd, and juft entering the harbour of 
Cananor, when of a fudden the Arabian^ in one of 
the Ihips having broke loofe^ murdered the Portuguefe; 
and having tacked about, quickly got out of fight of 
our people. Almeed was greatly chagrined at this mis- 
fortune, and he thought Homo unworthy to bear the 
office of a commander, and would diredly have de- 
prived him of his commiffion^ had he not been diA 
fiiaded by feveral perfons of diftindlion, who interceded 
in his behalf. Almeed now refolved to build a fort at 
Cananor •, he was ftrongly urged thereto by Gonzalor 
Agidio Barbofa, who faid that the king himfelf, thcKigh 
ever fo willing, was not able to defend the Portugucfe 
againft the artifices of the perfidious Arabians 2 the 
viceroy accordingly determined not to depart till thd 
fort was finifhed. Whilft he remained here, embaf^ 
fadors came to him frqm the king of Narfingua ; but 
before we mention the particulars of this embaffy, it 
may not be improper to give a Ihort defcription of the 
country. 

This kingdom lies in the eaftern part of India, With- 
in the Ganges 5 it extends a confidcrable way weft- 
ward, and borders on the countries adjoining to Goa^ 
with the inhabitants of which the people of .Narfin- 
gua ufed to wage continual wars. The country ig 
adorned with many cities^ and watered with feveral ri- 
vers. The foil is fertile, and affords all the diverfions 
of fifhingi fowling, and hunting. The country is 
likewife ftored with abundance of all forts of cattle. 
The people are extremely addifted to fuperftition j 
their temples or pagods are built with, vail magni- 
ficence : thefe, like the reft in India, are filled with thd 
images of monfters, and many ftrange figures, tct 
which they pay divine honours. Their bramins con-^ 
fitting of nien as well as women, prefide in religious 
rites, and are held in great honour. There is anothef 
religious fedt called banians, who are efteemed with 
no lefs. veneration : thefe carry about their necks a 
ftone called tambarane, about the bigncls of an egg t 
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it is perforated' id tte middle, ieith three firings run- 
ihg through it. This they fay reprefents the deity, and 
It is beheld with the utmoft devotion; The bahians 
abflain frorti fifli and flefli : they are allowed to niarry 
once;, and when they die, their wives are buried alive 
neartheir graves. The widows of other jjprfons, af- 
ter the death of their hulband^s are carried in great 
fijatb.xo the funeral pile, where they arc burnt amidft 
the fongs and acclaraations of all their relations and 
fervants, who attend the ceremony. They keep every . 
Friday as a holyday, or fabbath. They likewife ob- 
ierve many other days throughout the year, by fing* 
ing hymns; ahd performing the ceremonials of reli- 
gion^ according to the cuftom of their country. They 
believe the immortality of the foul ; and that there will 
be a future ftate^ in which mankind are to be punifhed 
or rewarded, according to their behaviour in this world. 
The people are of a tawney colour ; they drefs ele- 
gantly, and are extremely fond of women, on whofe 
account they often quarrel and fight duels. The pcr- 
fon who gives the challenge, ufually folidts the king 
for a .fpot of ground where the affair is to be decided ; 
and if the champions ate men in high repute for their 
gallantry, hi? majefiy himfelf generally becomes a fpec- 
tator of the combat : he gives a fmall golden chain 
to the conqueror, who is obliged to maintain this ho- 
nour by his fword, otherwife he forfeits all his glory al- 
ready acquired ; for any one may difpute his claim to 
this trophy j ^nd the chain is always taken from him 
that is worded, and given to the perfon who comes 
oflf yidorious in the combat. This cuftoni of duelling 
is not confined to the.. military gentlemen only^ fQf.|^ 
tifts and mechanics often enter the lifts about thcTcx^ 
cdlcacy of their workmanlhip. 

Bifnagar is the largcft city in this kingdom, beln^ 
four miles in compafe, anu furrounded With walls : it 
is'irery populous^ and adorned with many (lately build- 
ings and mod magnificent pagods. The place abounds 
in all forts of commodities, imported from many dif- 
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ferent countries. All merchants trading here are 
obliged to pay certain diries-, thofe only are excepted 
who bring horfes from Perfia and Arabia. The king 
himfclf buys up all the horfes, many of which he re* 
tains for his own ufe ; and he gives away in prefents^ 
or 'fells the reft to whom he pleafes. The royal pa- 
lace is a moft fpacious and magniBcent edifice ; it is 
furrounded with beautiful gardens, in which there are 
fcveral well Rocked fifli ponds. When the king goe? 
abroad, he is always attended with a numerous body 
of guards : his fubjefts treat him with the utcnoft re- 
fpeft; nay, almoft worftiip him as a deity : his tabk 
is always furnifhed with the moft exquifite difhes : bis 
body generally {hines with ointments, and his drefs 
Iparklcs with gold and diamonds. This prince never 
marries, but he keeps a vaft number of concubines^ 
who are all of noble dcfcent. When he dies, his bo- 
dy is burnt on a pile of the moft odoriferous woods ; 
here likewife ail his conBdents, domeftics, and parti* 
cular friends, throw themfelves ; and with fuch alacri* 
ty do they hurry thus to facrifice themfelves, that it 
appears plainly they efteem it glorious and honourable 
to die with their fovereign. The prince generally ad- 
mini fters juftice with great impartiahty, and is par- 
ticularly careful to protcft the merchants from all in- 
juries. He keeps under him many governors or lieo- 
tenants ; thefe, however, if guilty of oppreflion or 
injuftice, are either put to death, or have fome cor- 
poral punifhmcnt tnfliAed on them. He heaps toge* 
t\itv vaft treafures, and thinks it unlawful to expend 
thofe left him by his anceftors, unlefs on the moft ur- 
gent occafions : by this means he has generally in his 
poffeffion, vaft quantities of gold, filver, and dia* 
monds of the largt ft fize 5 in which the country very 
much abounds. The king keeps about him a great 
nunibeF of fokliers, who have horfes and provifiont 
every day allowed them from the palace.; thofe who 
have once lifted in his fervice are not at liberty to qoic 
the kingdom, uniefs they liave cxprefi leave fron* his 
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^ajefty. He likcwife maintains a confiderabfe num- 
bcr of foot foldiers. Much more might be faid con^ 
cerning the cuftoms, luxury^ and magnificence of the 
king of N^fingua ; this, "however, I (hall pafs over, 
that 1 may not exceed the bounds i prefcribed myfelf^ 
The king then on the throne having heard much of 
the fame of the Portuguefe in India, was defirous to 
make a league with thtm ; he accordingly fenr a de- 
puty to Alflieed with letters and prcfents, which he de- 
iired, in his name, to be tranfmitted to Emmanuel. 
The embaflador was received by Almeed with the 
hightft marks of honour, and after having produced 
his credentials, deUvered the purport of his embafly as 
follows, * That his royal mafter being filled with ad- 

* miration at the fame and reputation of Emmanuel^ 
.*was therefore exrrcmely defirous of entering into- a 

* league with lb great and worthy a prince: that the 

* exploits performed by the Portuguefe in India was 

* to him a fufficient teftimony of what was reported by 

* fame ; for he could not doubt but that the.king, who 

* ruled over fo many brave fubjed:*^ .muft be a prince 

* endowed with the greateft accomplilhments, and his 

* friendlhip worthy to be cultivated by the moft power* 

* fill monarchs : that he would therefore moft willing* 
My m^ke a treaty of friendlliip with his Portuguefe 

* majcfly, and would ftrive to the uimoft, to promote 

* his honour and dignity. Moreover, if it was not 

* difagrecable, he ihould be extremely glad to betroth 

* his only daughter, a virgin of reputed beauty, with 

* a ccnfidcrable dowry, to John the fon of Emmanuel, 

* that their friend (hip might be more ftrengthcned by 

* fuch an alliance.* The embaffador, at the fame time, 
brought with him a couple of bracelets fttldded with 
the brightcft gems, together with a parcel of fings fee 
with the fineft diamonds, and fomc rich embroidered 
cloath J which he defired might be lent to Emmanuel 
by the firft opportunity. Almeed treated the embaf- 
fedor with the utmoft refpe<ft, and difmifled him With 

I niany confidcrablc prcfents. He, at the faoie time, wrorc 
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letters by him to the king of Narfingua : in thefe he 
affurcd his majefty, that he would do every thing in 
his power to promote the ftrifteft and mod fincerc 
friend(hip betwixt him and his royal mafter. 

After the departure of the Narfinguan embafiador, 
Almccd went aftiore in a long boat; and he ordered 2 
tent to be pitched in a grove of palm trees, where the 
king of Cananor vifited him. After a deal of friendly 
converfation, the viceroy asked leave of his majefty to 
build a fort : this (he faid) would not only defend the 
Portuguefe againfl: the infults of the Arabians, but 
would alfo be a bulwark for him(elf againft the inva- 
lions of his enemies. His requeft was readily granted; 
and the work being fet about with great expedition, 
was in a few days brought to its full height. Egidio 
Barbofa had, indeed, before laid the foundation, but 
•he gave out he only intended to build a large houfe for 
the convenience of the Portuguefe merchants. This 
caution he thought extremely neceflary, till Almeed 
/bould, in a formal manner, obt^n liberty from the 
king for building a fort. It was called St. Angelo ; 
and Lopez Br it to, with 150 Portuguefe, was left go- 
vernor. ^ 

About this time Almeed received an account of the 
melancholy fate of Antonio Sala, who, as we have 
taken notice of above, had been left agent for the Por- 
tuguefe affairs at Coulan. John Homo, as we have 
already mentioned, had, with more bravery than pru- 
dence, ftrippeci the Arabian (hips of their helms and 
rigging, and had given, them to be kept by Antonio, 
till the Portuguefe fliould receive their lading. He 
himfelf left the place, and failed to Almeed ; but the 
Afabians, provoked by this infult, inveighed againft 
oqr people in the moft bitter terms. In order to effc<5l 
their mifchievous defigns, they ftirred up the people, 
and urged them fo revenge this injury. ' How long 

* (faid they) will you endure the outrages of thefe mad 

* ambitious men ? Can you imagine that they, when 

* aggrandized with wealth, will (hew any regard to 
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your intereft, or obfcrve theii^ faith ? A handful of 
them you fee at a diftance from their country, have 
dared moft grofsly to infulc lis, your antienc friends 
and allies, and thi3 too in your own city, and even 
before your eyes. They have highly injured fair 
traders, from whom you receive yearly fuch great ad- 
vantages. In Ihort, by their infolent and audacious 
behaviour^ they feem to aft as if they imagined them- 
felves abfolute fovereigns of this kingdom. Have 
not a few of them in a ftrange country, in the do- 
minions of an excellent prince, and in the fight of 
thoufands of this city, committed an outrage which 
the king himfelf would never have thought of at^ 
tempting ? It is not we, therefore, but yourfelves 
who are affronted by this injury j their defign is not 
to moled us, but to try your patience ; and if you 
allow this indignity to go unpunilhed, they will foon 
ftrip you of your liberty and property, and every 
thing that is valuable.*! By thefe and fuch like fpeeches 
the people being inflamed, attacked Sala, who, only 
accompanied with 1 2 Portuguefe, fled to a chapel built 
in honour of the Virgin Mary -, here they made fo gal- 
lant a defence, that the enemy were unable to break in 
upon them. ' The Arabians feeing they could not make 
themfelves matters of the chapel without a confider- 
able lof^^, got together a parcel of wood, and (et fire to 
the chapel, where all the Portuguefe perifhed in the 
moft miferable manner. Pedro Raphael was then in 
the harbour, but as the affair was fo fudden and un- 
cxpe<5led, he could not bring afliftance to his friends : 
however, in revenge he burnt five Arabian (hips lying 
in the harbour, and immediately failed for Cochin, 
where Ije found Almeed, whom he informed of this 
tragical afiTair. As foon as the viceroy received this 
account, he ordered his fbn tofaildiredtly for Coulan, 
and to deftroy all the fliips in that harbour. Laurence 
executed his orders with fo much expedition, that he 
came in fight of the town, and burnt 27 of the ene- 
my's Ihips, before they were apprized of his arrivaK 
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John Homo's commifTion was taken from him as a 
puniflimcnt for his ra(h conduft. 

Soon after Almeed went afhorc, where he was re- 
ceived by the king of Cochin with the higheft marks 
of refpedt and honour. But ihis was not that prince 
who had fo much endangered his life and crown by 
his fidelity to our people. He had abdicated the throne, 
and retired to a temple, where he dedicated his time 
entirely to the ftudy and cxercife of religious duties. 
He had refigned the regal power to his fitter's fon Nam- 
beadar, who was next heir by the laws and cuftoms 
of the realm. Almeed thought it needlefs to ofixsr pre- 
fers to a prince who feemed to fct at nought all 
worldly wealth and grandeur ; but he refolved to be- 
ftow them on the young king, who as fucceflTor to the 
crown, in his opinion, had likewife a right to the re- 
wards due to the virtue, fidelity, and friendlhip of his 
uncle. He accordingly gave orders, that a fcafFoId 
Ihpbld be ereded : this he covered with the richeft 
tapeftry, and having feated the king in a chair of ftate, 

^ that he might be fecn by all the people, he made a 
fpecch to him, wherein he greaily encouraged him, 
and raifed his hopes, by telling him he might expeft 
to enjoy more felicity than any of his predeceDTors had 
done. Emmanuel, he faid, had the higheft fenfe of 
the extraordinary worth and uncommon fidelity of 
Trimumpar; and was therefore 'defirous not orily to 
call him, but to treat him in every refped as his 
friend and ally : bOt as that religious prince profcflcd a 
difregaid for all thofe earthly enjoyments fo highly 
valued by other mortals, the honours due to him now 
of right devolved to his fucceffor. He accordingly 
prefented Nambeadar with a golden crown, affuring 
mm of the frienddup and protedion of his Portuguc/e 
majefty, who would defend him from the invafions of 
the zamcwin, and all oiher enemies. In the name 
of.his royal mafter, he gave him power to coin all 

, forts of money, and left him in full poflcfiion of all 
the rights and privileges a king could defire, for 
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wnaintaining his power and authority. Nambeadar ex- 
prcfTcd him'elf in the moft graceful mannt^r for alt the 
favours of Emmanuel, promifing he would always re- 
main attached to his incereft, and do every thing in 
his power to promote his dignity. Almeed then placed 
the crown on his head, and gave hipi many confide- 
rable prefcnts. After this ceremony was finifhed fe- 
vcral trumpets were founded, and the king marched 
in grand proceflion to his palace. 

Almeed having now loaded eight (hips, ordered 
them to fail for Portugal. On the firft of February 
i5o6,^the fleet came upon an unknown country, which 
\i'as covered with thick woods, and abounded in cat- 
tie. Our people defcried ten fmall boars, aboard which 
were fcveral naked blacks, with fhort fleecy hair, and 
armed with bows and arrows. They made towards 
Ferdinand Soarez's Ihip: twenty of them went aboard; 
thefe were treated with great civility, for the Portu- 
guefc invited them to an entertainment, and made them 
a prcfent of fome wearing apparel. Our people did 
not underftand their language, |b that they were oblig- 
ed to exprefs thcmfclves to each other by figns. Theft 
men departed, in outward appearance extremely well 
pleafcd 5 but when they had advanced a httle way 
from the (hip, they began to return thefe civilities by 
difcharg'ng their arrows on our people. The Portu- 
guefe provoked by this ingratitude 6red their guns upon 
them. Ferdinand Soarez, obferving fome of them 
near Roderigo Frcira's Ihip, called to Roderigo to take 
them prifoneis ; accordingly twenty eight were feized. 
The fleet having cruized along a little farther, came to 
anchor in a bay, where they went alhore, and took in 
a fupply of water. In this place a body of the natives 
attacked our men, who .were obliged to retire to their 
(hips, from whence they plied them briflcly with their 
cannon. Several of the Barbarians were killed, and 
the reft were driven to flight. This behaviour of th^t 
people plainly (hewed they were of ^ favage and unhqf- 
picable ^ifpofuion. The Portugiiefc did not at firft 
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take this country for an ifland : but when they had 
failed along the coaft^ and doubled fome of the capes, 
they difcovered it to be an ifland. It was formerly 
called Madagafcar, but our people gave it the name of 
St. Laurence. It lies to the eaft oppofite to that part 
of Ethiopia called CafFers. The fleet arrived at Lifbon 
the 24th of May 1 506. 

In the year 1505, foon after Almced's departure 
from Lifbon, Emmanuel equipc another fleet of fix 
fail, which he fent to India under the command of 
Francifco Gn^a. When they were upon the weftcrn 
coaft of Ethiopia, one of the captains named John 
Lafteo, when endeavouring to ftrike a large fifti, was 
carried over board and drowned. Another cornmander 
went afhore to get fome proviQon, but venturing too 
boldly amongft the natives, he was killed, with feveral 
of his crew. They fleered from thence for ^he Cape 
of Good Hope, but keeping too far to the fouthward, 
their water was frozen, and they themfclves were fo be- 
numbed with cold, that they could hardly work the thips* 
However, they at lafl with great difficulty,* doubled 
the Cape, and coafting along Caflers, they came to an- 
chor in Sofala. Gnaia, with his four fmallefl veffels 
(for his two largctl could not enter) went into the har- 
bour. The king was a man of feventy years of age, 
and had loft his, fight, but before he met with tftac 
misfortune he had greatly fignalized himfelf by his 
gallantry and warlike prowefs. The town was not 
large, nor were the houfes magnificent in theoutfide; 
they were moftly furrounded with thick hedges, and 
within they were hung with filk tapeftry. The name 
of the king was Zufe ; he received Gnaia with great 
civility, and expreflfed the utmoft refpeft and fricnd- 
fhip for Emmanuel. His majefty was furrounded with 
feveral guards, who were moftly Arabians : they were 
^aked to the waift, and covered from thence to their 
knees with filk or cotton.. They wore a poniard by 
thf ir fide, and a filk or cotton turbant on their head. 

.After many expreffions of kindnefs, Gnaia afked leave 
• • of 
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pf the king to build a fort, which, he faid, would be 
of great fervice to his inajefty himfclf. This requeft was 
readily granted. After the king and'Gnaia parted, one 
Zacote, an Arabian of great authority and influence 
waited on Gnaia, with whom he formed a drift friend- 
ihip, and informed him in every particular relating to 
the nature of the country, and the manners of the in- 
habitants. 

The Portugucfe admiral fet about building the fore 
with great forward ncfs, and in a few months it was 
finifhed, for the natives themfclves afljfted in the work. 
He theri fcnt fome of his fleet to India, and others to 
Zuiloa. He himfelf remained in the fort with a fuffi- 
cient force. The Arabian merchants at Sofala were 
not a little chagrin'd at the civility (hewn to our peo- 
ple. Several of them accordingly waited on the king, 
whom they advifed to beware of the pt^rfidy and trea- 
chery of the Poituguefe, who, they faid, under a 
inafk of friendfhip concealed the moft wicked defigns. 

* For what end (added they) do they build a fort in 
^ your dominions, but to encreafe their own power^ 

* that they may afterwards dethrone you, and ftrip 

* you of your whole property ? have they not by the 
^* like artifice expelled the king of Quiloa, and rob- 

* bed many of the Indian princes of their poffeflions ? 

* in fhort wherever they have got a footing, have 

* they not left numberlefs traces of their villainy and 

* cruelty f if you have then any regard for your own 
f welfare, or prefervation, deftroy them before they 

* acquire ftrength, lefl: afterwards it may not be in 

* your power to avert ruin and deftrudion from your- 

* felf and kingdom.* The king being fpurred on by 
fuch fpeechees, fecretly got together a body of men, 
and appointed a day to fall upon our people. Gnaia 
being informed of this plot by Acote, held himfclf in 
Tcadinefs to repulfe the enemy. On the day prefixed 
they attacked the fort with great fury, throwing in fiery 
ftakes, and aflTailing the walls with their warlike en- 
gines: Acote in the meanwhile entered the fort with 
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one hundred men to afift the Portuguefe. The €onfli£k 
for fomc time was fierce and obftinate : but the enemy 
were fo terribly annoyed by the darts and cannon frcun 
the forr, that they at laft betook themfelves to flight. 
Our people did not allow them to recover from their 
condernation, but purfucd them into the town, and 
even forced their way into the palace. The king had 
retired to his coach, and notwithftanding his age and 
biindnefs, he Ihewed amazing btrepidity in this ex- 
treme danger. He threw fcveral javelins ao^ongft 
our people, who were fo crowded together, that hard- 
ly one weapon failed doing exeauion. Several of the 
Portuguefe were wounded, ampngft whom was Gnaia 
himfeif, who received a wound in the neck. Emma- 
nuel Ferdinand, the Portuguefe agent in thofe parts, 
obferving this, attacked the kir.g and cut off his head. 
The prince being thus *flain, Gnaia ordered his men 
to abliain from all further violence, and to fpare the 
people, whom he wanted to gain by afts of clemency ; 
that as. they had already fcen convincing proofs qf the 
courage of the Portuguefe, they might now experi? 
encc their tendernefs and humanity in diftrefs, Gnaia 
now thought proper to fettle this ttate, and to reward 
Acote for his fidelity and fervices. He accordingly^ 
in the name of his royal matter, created him king, and 
injoined the people to obey him as their fovcrergn* 
Acote, on his parr, took the oaths of allegiance to Em* 
manuel, and promifed to behave always as a faithful 
tributary. 

The air of this country was extremely unwholfome ; 
it abounded in fenny marfhes, and thcfe were dried up 
by the fcorching heat of the fun. Our people were 
feized with an exceffive weaknefs in their body and a 
dimnefs of fight : this by decrees turned into a wafting 
confumption, which carried off feveral, amongft whoip 
lyas Gnaia himfeif. In his room Emmanuel Ferdinand 
was appointed admiral by the unanimous confcnt of all 
the officers, 
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Soon after Almeed received inteliigcnce by Cidebar- 
But and Emmanuel Corelma, feni by Ferdinand into 
India, of the deaih of Gnaia. He was at the fame 
time informed of a tumult which had happened at 
Quiloa, on account of the murder of king Mahumcd, 
who had been treacheroufly flain by kirg Tircodicun- 
dus, a relation of the ufurper Abrahem. Almeed im- 
inediately difpatched Novio Vafco Pereira, to com- 
mand the fort of Zofala: in his way thither he was 
likewife to touch at Qialoa, to fettle the commotions 
raifed there on account of the king's murdtr, and fe- 
vcrely to punifh all who were acceffory ' thereto. 

Here k may not be improper, if we give an ac- 
count of the fituatipn and extent of :ffichiopia, in which 
Sofala is fituated. That part of Africa, fo called by the 
Greeks, a^ appears from the authority of Homer, was 
divided into the weftern and eaftern Ethiopia, both 
which ftrctch forth in a large trad of thirty five de- 
grees to the Cape of Good Hope, where they are 
boundcrd by the ocean. The former likewife extends 
live degrees north of the line. The eaftern* region 
reaches alib a confiderable way to the north, where it 
is bounded by the red-tea or Arabian gulph. More 
than one half of Africa is comprehended under 
Ethiopia. The country in.fome parts is extremely fer- 
tile, being watered with excellent rivers, and abound- 
ing in corn and cattle : in other parts the ground is 
barren, and nothing is to be fecn but wild unculti- 
vated defcrts. The people differ greaiJy in their lan- 
guage as well as manners. Some are mild and civi- 
li^jed, whilft others are of the moft rude and favagc 
difpofidon. There are vaft numbers of elephants m 
jEthiopia, and the ivory is exported thence to all 
parts of the world. The country likewife abounds in 
gold, filv^r, and brafs mines, and many other com- 
modities of confiderable value : but the cxcefllve heat 
. of the climate, and the mortal fevers prpceeding from 
thence, greatly hinder our people from reaping many 
advantages, which they might ao^^re by carrying on 

a trade 
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a trade in Ethiopia. However, avarice has often fuch 
an influence over men, that it makes them encounter 
the moft horrid danger, when they have •a profpeft 
of enrichiog themfelves. In that part of Ethiopia 
lying near the line, there is a large and extenfive king- 
dom called Monopotama : it abounds in gold to a de- 
gree almoft incredible, for it is even dug out of the 
lakes and rivers. The king was a monarch of great 
power, for moft of the neighbouring princes acknow- 
ledged his authority, and paid him an annual tribute. 
The people were not pagans, but believed in one God, 
as the creator and ruler of the univcrfe. Their dreis 
differed very little from that ufcd by the other Ethio- 
pians. They highly honour, nay almoft worftiip their 
Sovereign, When the king goes abroad he generally 
wears by his fide a fmall fpade, with an ivory handle, 
and two arrows in his hands Thefe are the badges or 
enfignsof his royalty. The fpade, they fay, is an em- 
blem of induftry, and by it is hinted, that his fubjedts 
ought to manure their lands, left by their (loth and 
idlenefs they may be reduced to want, and thereby 
tempted to fteal and pilfer. One of the arrows is an 
cnfign of the power which the king has to punifh cri- 
minals. By the other he is reprefcnted as the defender 
-of his people from all hoftile invafions. The fons of 
all his tributary princes are educated in his family, that 
they may be taught due loyalty and zeal for his perlbn, 
and that the king having the children as hoftages may 
thereby keep the parents in ftrift duty and obedience. 
He always keeps up a numerous ftanding army, even 
when he is in peace with all the neighbouring nations. 
By this means he looks upon himfclf as fecure from 
all fudden and unexpcfted invafions. Once a year he 
fends ambaffadors to the grandees, who are vaffals to 
his crown, to give them fire. As foon as the embaf- 
fadors are arrived at the vafial*s court, they publifli in 
the emperor's name, that .every one muft put out his 
fire, on pain of being declared a rebel and traitor; 
and every one lights it again at the fire brought by the 

cmbat 
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embaffador. If a prince refufed to do this, . war is dc- 
' clared againft him, and if taken prifoncr, he is puniflicd 
as the moft guilty criminal. This much may fuffice 
concerning Ethiopia, and the people thereof. Now 
-wc will return to the affairs of India. 

Francifco Almeed fent his fon Laurence with nine 
fail of fhips to cruize near the Maldive ifl^nds, which 
are about eighty leagues weft of Cochin. They are 
almoft numberlefs, and divided from each oiher by 
little narrow channels. Laurence's inftruftions were 
to intercept all the Arabian Ihips paffing that way. 
But fo great was the ftrength of the current in thofe 
parts, that he could not make the M^dives, but was 
driven into an ifland oppofite to Cape Comorin, and 
feparated from thence by a narrow fea ; many fuppofe 
it to be the Tabrobana of the ancients. But the geo- 
graphers who wrote after Ptolemy, will have Tabrobana 
to be the ifland of Sumatra, which lies over againft ^he 
AureaCherfonefus, or Malacca. The ifland, however, 
of which we are fpeaking, is called by Ptolemy Cori 
or Comorin, and by the inhabitants Zeylan or Ceylon. 
Its length from north to fouch is about two hundred 
and fifty miles, and its greateft breadth one hundred and 
forty; The foil of the country is extremely fertile, for 
it not only abounds in all kind of fruits, but alfo pro- 
duces variety of herbs and odoriferous plants, which 
grow up without any culture. Here are alfo many 
thick groves of citron trees, and feveral others which 
yickl fruits of the . moft grateful tafte and flavour, but 
its moft remarkable produce is a particular fort of 
cinnamon, which grows in vaft plenty. Here are alfo 
great quantities of precious ftones, dugout of the veins 
of rocks, and incredible number** of rubies of a parti- 
cular colour and brightnefs, which are found in fhell- 
fi(hes:at the bottom of the fea. There are like wife ma- 
ny elephants in itbis country : the whole ifland was di- 
vided into four kingdoms, but there was one king 
fuperior to all the reft in power, wealth and authority. 
He refided and kept his court at Columbo the metro- 
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polls of his dominions. In thi<? ifland there is a pro- 
digious high mountain, called Coiumbo's or Adani!^ 
keeke, furrounikd at bottom with many lakes. On 
the fuiiMnit cf this mountain thci^ is likcwife a fmall 
Jake, the water of which is moft delicious and excellent* 
Near to this is a rock, with the print of a man*s foot 
thereupoti, which the inhabitants firmly believe to be 
the footftep of Adam the father of mankind ; who, 
they fey, was carried up from •thence to heaven. A 
Jitile diftance from thence is a chapel where are two 
graves, much vifitcd and frequented wirh the moft 
furprifing fuperftition, for they imagine the bodies of 
our firft parenfc were there depofitcd. This ndiow 
. lous notion has prevailed fo univcrfally, that great 
numbers of the Arabians, and many others refort thi- 
ther, wirh the utmoft fuperftition. The afcent to this 
place is fo fteep, that no body ean get up but by the 
help of chains and ladders. 

Laurence, with his whole fleet, put in at a port of this 
Ifiand which the inhabitants called Gabalican. Xhe 
king who was at no great diftance from this place, 
having notice of the arrival of our people, fenca deputy 
with prefents to the admiral, and to follicit a treaty of 
fricndfhip* Laurence received him with great civility, 
and gave him many confiderabfc prefents. He like- 
wife fent Pelagio Soufa one of his officers, a man of 
great diAindion, to wait upon the king, and to conclude 
a treaty. This gentleman" being conducted to the 
palace, found the king feated there, with great pomp 
and majefty : his whole drefs fparkled with diamonds, 
and his room, though at mid day, was illuminated with 
a vaft number of waxen tapers, which in that tfland 
was looked upon as a piece of ftate and magnificence. 
Pelagio and his attendants were treated with the h^h> 
eft refped, and a treaty was concluded oo thefeterms^ 

* That this king fhould pay Emmanuel yearly, by way 
'^ of tribute, two hundred and fifty thoufand pound 

• weight of cinnamon J and tfeaton the other hand, Em- 
^. inanud ihould take him under his protedioo^ and x»r<- 
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* der his commanders co defend the ports and maritime 

* towns of Geylon from all hoftile invafions.' Lau- 
rcftce concluded this treaty on condition that his father 
conf^nted thereto, and confirmed it by his authority. 
The cinmimon, however^ was immediately put aboard 
the fhips, for the king fo much dreaded the power 
of the Portoguefr, that he wanted at any rate to gain 
their friendfliip, By the permiffion of the king, he 
treated a marble pillar, on which was carved Emma- 
liutr^ artfts : in thife it was expreffed, that he, in the 
name of Emmanuel had taken poffeflion of that 
ifland. 

Laurence now returned to his father at Cochin, 
whence he w^rs ordered to Anchedive, to fortify the 
citadel there, and to furvey that coaft. Emmanuel 
Pazagna was -at the fame time fent to Cananor by Al- 
meed to aflTift in building and fortifying the caftle 
there. When Laurence was at Anchedive, one Lewis 
Waftman an kalian came to him. This man having 
a ftrong curiofity to fefc the world, had travelled 
through many countries in the habit of an Arabian 
mercharit. Heat length arrived at Calicut, where he 
gav« himfclf out to be an Arabian. There he heard 
ftiuc=h of the Portuguefe, and affeding to be entirely 
ignorant of fuch a people, he enquired into their man- 
ners, ^uftoms, and religion, and by what means they 
had come into India. The Arabians, in ahfwer told 
htm, they were a mod wicked perfidious people, who 
delighted in nothing but pltmder and a<5ls of violence; 
and that they had already done the Arabians in thofe 
parts confiderable damage. L,ewis expreflcrd the higheft 
indignation at the Portuguefe, and regretted that fuch 
an abandoned race IhoUld go on with impunity, for 
he faid they deferved to be cut off from the fiice of the 
eifth,* for their wicked behaviour. By thefe profcf- 
fions, he infinuated himfelf into the confidence of the 
^fne||| in powtt-j-andcame at the knowledge of all the 

king's counfels. By this means he underftood that 
a large fket was fitting out in order to dcftroy the 

Portuguefe. 
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PortuguePe. Lewis in his heart detefted the Ar^bian^ 
and for fome time had entertained hopes of being de- 
livered from them by means of our people, and now 
he thought he had a fatburable opportunity of ingtut 
tiating himfelf into their favoUr. He conimtinicated 
his defign to the Milaneze, and earneftly entreated 
them to return to the Portuguefe. Thcfe men tnade 
aniwer, that being confcious of their own icandaious 
behaviour, they could not cxpeft (heltef from Chri? 
ftians whom they had deferted. Lewis however^ bid 
them be of good courage, aflfuring them he would uk 
his utmoft endeavour to procure their pardon. Ac- 
cordingly as foon as an opportunity offered, he em- 
barked aboard a veffel, in order to go •to the Portu- 
guefe viceroy ; but in his courfe he fell in with Lau- 
rence. Him he informed of the warlike preparations 
making ac Calicut : and at the fame time told him, 
that the Milanefe were extremely forry for what they 
had done ; and that, on aflurance of forgiveneis, they 
would willingly return to the Portuguefe, which he 
carneftly entreated him to promife. For by means 
of thefe men, he faid, the people of Calicut had caft 
fcveral cannon, and many had learnt the art from 
them, againft their inclination. Laurence highly com- 
mended his friendlhip, and having loaded him with 
prefcnts, ordered him to be conveyed to his father. 
The viceroy as foon as he received this intelligence fent 
orders, to his fon to prepare for an engagement. He 
at the fame difpatched Lewis for Calicut, to bring back 
the Milanefe, on promife of pardon. Thefe men gladly 
received the news ; but as they were preparing for their 
departure, their defign was difcbvered, aind being feized^ 
ihey fufFered dearh in the moft cruel manner. Lewis 
very narrowly efcaped the fame fate. 

Mean while the Calicutian fleet was completely equip- 
ped. It confifted of eighty large Ihips, and one hundred 
and twenty paraos, furnifhed with men, arms* cannon, 
and every other neceffury. Laurence failed againft the 
enemy with nine fhips, aboard which were eight hun- 
dred 
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dred PortugUefe, all men of diftinguifhrd courage, and 
extremely well armed. There were likewifc fome In- 
dian auxiliaries, but thefe inconfiderable, and not to be 
inuch relied upon. The engagement began ne^r the 
coaft of Cananor. The founding of trumpets, the 
wild fhouts raifed by the enemy, and the frequent fir- 
ing of the cannon made the fcene at firft appear moft 
terrible, to our people, till at lad the fhips grappling 
each other, came to clofe quarter. Laurence attacked 
the flag-fhip, which, after feveral unfuccefsful at-^ 
tempts, he at laft feized with his grappling irons. 
'I'be fight was maintained with great obftinacy on both 
fides ! I^aurence immediately boarded her, and was 
followed by Philip Roderigo^ John Homo, Ferdinand 
Petrcio Andradcj Vincent Pereira, Roderigo Pcreira^ 
and feveral other brave fellows. There was aboard 
the encn3y*s (hip fix hundred mena, who in this extreme 
danger fought with the moft defperate rcfolution : but 
all of them were at laft cither killed or taken prifoners, 
excepting a few who faved themfclves by fwimming. 
The enemy's flag- fhip being thus taken, Laurence went 
to the relief of Nunez Vafco Pereira, who, though 
his veflel was very fmall, yet had engaged and grap- 
pled one of the largcft of the enemy, which by her 
fuperior bulk had like to have run him down. His 
men in this extreme danger, fought with amazing in- 
trepidity •, but they were fo annoyed by the enemy's 
darts and weapons, that they thought they muft ail 
h^ve been dcftroyed. But on Almecd*s coming up^ 
this ihip was alfo taken^ and of five hundrtd aboard 
all were cvK to pieces, excepting a few who fwam aV 
fliore. In the enemy's fleer, there was likewife feveral 
merchant (hips, who were Under the proiedion of the 
(hips of war. Thefe, when they obferved two of the 
largcft (hips taken, began to fear che event. They 
therefore look the opportunity whilft our people were 
tngagcd in the fighr, to fail off. Some of thetn made 
to the port of Calicut, and others ftecred their intended 
tjourfe. The reft of the enemy's (hips of war never^- 
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thclcfs mantained the fight with great obftinaqr, firing 
their iron and brazen cannon, and fometimes fighting 
hartd in hand with their fpears and fw6rds. One of 
the Porrugucfc (hips being furroundcd by the enemy, 
was in the mod extreme danger. The fight for fbm^ 
time was maintained with great obflinacy on both 
fides. The Calicutians, however, were at laft critircl^ 
defeated, after having loft three thoufahd men. TeA 
of their (hips and many of their paraos were funk: 
nine of their largeft (hips were taken, in which ^as 
found a confiderable booty. The PortugUefe loft ohfj 
fix men in the a£tion. Laurence having been thtts 
fuccefsful failed for Cananor, where he was received 
by the king with all demonftrations of joy, and his 
bravery was highly extolled by every body. 

Mean while Zabaio king of Goa having received 
intelligence of the nVighty preparations made at Caii- 
cut, and that the Portuguefe fleet was failed from An* 
chedive, was. rcfolved to feize this opportunity of car* 
rying on his hoftile defigns. By the advice therefore 
of a certain Portuguefe, who had abjured his religion 
(one of the condemned exiles') he fitted out fixty 
(hips to attack the fort of Anchedive, and the com- 
mand was given to this Portuguefe, who having been 
bred a (hip carpenter, had formerly been of great (er- 
vice tD our people in repairing their (hips. His name 
was Antonio Ferdinand ; but after he renounced his 
religion he called himfelf Abedella. This man hav- 
ing come before Anchedive with his fleet, began td 
'aflfail the fort. But he met with fo brave a refiftance 
from Pazagna the governor, that he loft many of his 
men, and was obliged todefift from the attempt with 
great (hame and infamy. But Almeed confidering that 
our people could reap but little advantage from Anche- 
dive, and that the fort being at/o great a diftance from 
Cochin, could not be maintained but at a vaft expence, 
and great danger, he therefore refolved, with the ap- 
probation of all his officers to demolifh it. He acco^d<^ 
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ifngly dilpatched his Ion with a fleet to raze it from 
Che foundation. Laurence executed his orders with 
great expedition, and having taken Pazagna and the 
reft of the Portugaefe aboard his fleet he returned to 
his father at Cochin. 

About this time Philip Ion to the emperor Max!* 
milian, came from the Netherlands into 5pain. He 
wis married to Joan daughter of Ferdinand and Ifa- 
bel, to whom, after the death of John and that Ifabel, 
who was fir ft married to Alphonfo John's fon, and af- 
terwards to Emmanuel, the Spanifli crown now def- 
tended by right of fucceflion. Philip and his confort 
having heard of the death of queen Ifabel, accordingly 
fet out for Spain, that they might be declared hcrir^ to 
the kingdom. Emmanuel having been informed of 
their arrival, and confidering them as his relations, 
fcnt ah embaflador to congratulate them on thrir arri- 
val, and to aflure them he would always behave to 
them as a faithful ally and an afFeftionate brother. 
The peribn deputed for this Purpofe was Diego Lopez 
Condc de Alvita. He was received in the moft ref- 
peftful manner by Philip and Joan, who exprefled the 
xitmoft gratitude and affedion for Emmanuel. About 
this time his Portuguefe majefty fent another cmbafly 
to Pope Julian, earneftly befeeching him to ufe his ut- 
m<ift efforts, fo bring about peace and concord amongft 
the Chriftian powers, who, he faid, by their unnatural 
t^mmpGtles and diflentions gave fpirits to the grand 
Turk, and all the enemies of the Chriftian name. 

This fame year he ordered a fort to be bujlc ia 
Africa, near the ftreights of Gibraltar, that from thence 
bur people might annoy the Moors in the adjacent 
country. He aifligned this task to Diego Azambugio, 
a man of courage and aftivity, who had performed 
; many great exploits. The fort was at laft finilhed, 
f though not without extreme difficulty and danger; for 
the Moors in great numbers endeavoured to obftruft 
the work, fo that the Portuguefe, while they were cm- 
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ployed in building the fort, were at the iame time obh- 
liged CO repulfe the enemy's attacks. 

The following year 1507, Emmanuel fitted out 
fourteen (hips for India : thefe at different times^ ac- 
cording as they were ready, failed from Lisbon. None 
of them, however, reached India this year. Vafeo Go- 
mez Abraro, one of the commanders, was appointed 
governor of the for? of Sofala. When they came 
upon the coaft of -^Ethiopia^ Vafcp ordered a torch to 
be fixed on the ftern of Jot\n Chanoqua's fhip, the beft 
failer in the fleet, and the reft to follow her. This 
veffcl, however, by the careleffnefs of the pilot was fhip» 
wrecked, but moft of the crew fwanfi afhore, many 
of whom falling into the hands of the natives,, were 
put in fetters, and detained till they were ranfomed by 
Ibme of the Portuguefe failing upon that coaft. Ro- 
dcrigo Soarez, one of the commanders, fell in with an 
Arabian fhip manned with five hundred men, which 
he took, after an obftinate engagement, and put to the 
fword all the Arabians aboard. Three other fhips were 
loft ; the reft which efcaped being unable to make In- 
dia, wintered at different ports on the African coaft. 

But as foon as it was known in India, that the Por- 
tuguefe had received no affiftance that year from Por- 
tugal, the Arabians began then to be greatly elevated 5 
for now, they thought, was the time to deftroy our 
people. They therefore in the moft earneft nianner, 
entreated the zamorin not to negleft fo favourable aQ 
opportunity, which providence itfelf feemed ^Q offer. 
The augurs too foretold that he would be viftorious 
jhis year. The piricfts ^Ifo and the brarpjns, who pre- 
tended to be divinely infpired, greatly encouraged hiar 
10 hope that his undertaking would be crowned with 
fuccefs. The zamorin accoidingly, with the utmoft di- 
ligence, made all neccffary preparations for a war. 
Almeed received intelligence of this by his fpies and 
:defcrt€rs* and that he might fhew the enemy he dicj 
\4iot ftand in need of any afiift^r.ce, he immediately fijt- 
'4ed cyt two fleets \ one qonfifttd of two gallies, two 
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large fliips, and oneparao: this he gave to Emma* 
nuei Pazagna, with X)rders to protetSl the fhips failing 
from Cochift to^vards Cape Camorin. The other of 
eleven fhips he gave to the command of his fon Lau- 
rence, who was to cruixe near Cochin, to prevent any 
fudden invafion from the enemy. Gundiflalvo Vafco 
Goes, one of the commanders in this fleet, not having 
^ fufficient quantity of provifions, was obliged to fail 
for Cananor to get a fupply. As he was on his re- 
turn from thence to join Laurence^ be fell in with an 
Arabian fliip, which he attacked with great fury. The 
Arabians made Ho refiftance, for they faid they were 
our allies, and in teftimony thereof, they produced let- 
ters of proteftion from Laurcnzo Brittp governor of 
the fort at Cananor : for ever fmce the Portuguefe be* 
gan to' build forts in India, no (hips were allowed to 
fail in thefe feas, unlefs they had IttDers from fome Por- 
tuguefe commander, other wife they were liable to be, 
taken and plundered by our people j but if they had 
fuch credentials, they were fuffercd to fteer their coui fe 
without any moleftation. The Arabians in this fhip 
accordingly (hewed their paffport, by virtue of which> 
they reckoned themfclves entirely fafc: but Goes either 
blinded by avarice, prompted by the natural cruelty of 
his temper^ or hurried on by his antipathy to the Ara* 
bians, called aloud that it was a forged palfport or frau-» 
dulently obtained. He faid he knew them to be ene- 
mies of the Chriftians j that they had hoftile defigns a- 
/ gainft the Portuguefe, and declarqd he would punilh 
them for their villainy. He accord idgly plundered 
the (hip, and having fowed up thofe mifcrable wretched 
in the fails, he then (unk the vcfTcl with his cannon. . 
This barbarous zSt'ion was not only contrary to the 
laws of nations, and ties of humanity, but alfo extremely 
ra(h and unpolitic at fuch a junfture. The Portuguefe 
had not yet laid a fufficient foundation for an empire 
in^the eaft, and their ftrength was then inconfidcrablcj 
they ought therefore by the moft faithful and humane be- 
fcayiour^ to hav^ endeavoured to procure the affeftions 

S J of 



The H 1 s T o R y o! . Book IV. 

of the Indian nations; for as nothing contributes mof^ 
to raifc and fupport the charader of a people than i 
&n6k adherence to faith and honour, fo likewir« per- 
fidy and cruelty effedually blafts their reputation* ren- 
ders them deteftable, and ofiakes every nation confjurc 
lo bring about their dellruAion. The truth of tiiis 
fenr*ark was greatly confirmed by the confequencci 
which arofe from the inhuman behaviour of Goes, for 
the Portuguefe became univerially odious in India* AI- 
meed was fo much offended at the conduA of that 
commander, that he deprived him of his commiflton, 
end ever after excluded him from his fr iendfhip and fa- 
miliarity. X 

About this time the king of Cananor died: his fuccef* 
for was a mod inveterate enemy of the Portuguefe, fot 
he had come to the throne by the zamorin's intcreft. 
There was at Cananor one Mamele, an Arabia^ of the 
greatefl wealth and di(lin£lion : this man had had a 
confiderable cargo aboard the (hip deftroyed ,by Goes, 
and the captain was his own nephew. When he re- 
ceived intelligence of the melancholy fate of his relation, 
and all the reft of the drew, he was almoft diftraftcd 
with grief and indignation. He went dircftly to Britto, 
agairfl whom he exclaimed in the moft bitter teriDS 
«s the author of this cruel barbarity. ' *Tis you (faid 
1 he) who has bafely berrayed us; it mufl be entirely 
^ owing to your accurfed villainy, that 1 have been thus 

* robbed of my efFefts ^^d bereaved of my dear ne- 

* phew : for had you given a true pafsporf, is it pofiibte 

* that one of your own countrymen, and a commander 
•^ of a large fbip too, would have committed fuch an 

* outrage, and barbaroufly murdered fo many of our 

* unhappy people?* Britto folemnly protefled he had 
been guilty of no deceitj the Arabian, hpwcver, was not 

^ in the leaft pacified with this anfwer. Full of all thp 
marks of grief and indignation, he haftened to the pa- 
lace, accompanied with the wives, parent*, and chil- 
dren of thofe who had fuflfered death in fo cruel a man- 
lier. Thefe, with the mod pitiful cries and lamcntati* 
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ons, implored the king's afliftance to revenge fuch in - 

human barbarity. His majefty aflured them he would 

<:omply with their requefts; and having taken Mamel^ 

aHde, gave him full liberty to purfue what meafjres he 

dioug^t proper to punifh fuch k perfidious people. Ma- 

xnele immediately wrote to the Arabians at Calicut* 

^informing them of this affair. As foon as they received 

this incclligence, they communicated it to the zamorin, 

who difpatched a perfbn to fpirit on the king of Cana- 

nor^ aad to aflbre him of his afliftance -, for with their 

united forces, he iaid, they might be able to deftroy 

the Portuguefe. 

The kingofCananor now applied himfelf with the 
\atmoft vigour in making prepjirations againft our peo- 
ple : however, for fome time he thought it neceflary 
to keep his defign fecret. He ordered a broad trench 
.to b^ thrown up from (hore to (hore. This feparated 
the city from the fort, ftanding on a point of land 
waflied by the fea. This he pretended to make as a 
fortification for the city, without any defigd againft: 
.the Portuguefe. At a litde diftance from the fort there 
iwas a well, which,' ufed to fupply the garrifon with 
frerti water. The king intended, if poflible, to de- 
prive the Portuguefe of this convenience. There was 
a narrow path from the trench to the well, which he 
intended to fortify in fuch a manner, as to cut off all 
communication which pur people had to the well, that 
lie might by this means dcftroy them by thirft. This 
(defign, however, was difcovered to Britto by the 
prince who was next heir to the crown of Cananor ; 
he alfo informed him, that the Zimorin, befidcs other 
engines of war, had fent the king of Cananor, twenty 
four brafs cannon to batter the fort, and moreover pro- 
mifed to aflilt hitp with 30000 men: Britto exprefTcd 
himfelf in the qnoft grateful manner to the young 
' prince for this, intelligence, ar^d promifed he would 
do hisutmoft endeavour xo make a proper requital for 
fuch extraordinary friendfhip. He thought it ex- 
' ^fftnf 'y dangercius^ for any of hi; ii^cn to be in the 
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cicy^ and therefore commanded them to keep within 
the fort. He alio difpatched a meiTenger to Almeed 
to inform him of the danger with which he was threats 
ned. Almeed immediately fent his fon with a fup- 
ply of men, arms, and ammunition to ftrengthen the 
garrifon^ that they might be enabled to hold out a 
fiege. Bricto faw plainly 'that all his men tnuft perifh, 
if their communication with the well was put off; he 
therefore made a rampart from ffiore to fliore, and a 
bridge from thence to the well. This he fortified with 
towers, and planted with cannon, in order to repulfe 
the enemy, if they fhould attempt to hinder our peo- 
ple from watering. By thefc preparations the king 
underflood that his defign was difcovered, and ths^ 
there was now no room for diffimulation : he there- 
fore refolved immediately to attack the fort. He bad 
in his camp 40000 men, partly hisown fubje£ls, and 
partly auxiliaries fent from Calicut. Having drawa 
out his forces, he attacked the rampart; our people 
with great difficulty withfbood the affault. The moit 
obftinate conflift was at the well, for the epemy ufed 
their utmoft efforts to hinder the Portuguefe from 
watering ; they on the other hand mantained the fight 
with great bravery : fo that thofe who wanted water 
were obliged to purchafe it with blood. Our peoplff 
however, at laft, by the advice of Thomas Ferdinand, 
an cjfcellent engineer, dug a paflage under ground from 
the forj: to the well : this was done with fo much fe- 
crecy, that it was finiflied before the enemy knew any 
thing of the matter. A little above the opening of this 
burrow at the well, they drove in beams of wood, over 
which they laid others a-crofs, and covered them with a 
large quantity of ftufF, to fecure rhe well and hinder the 
enemy from throwing poifon into it: and in order to pre- 
vent their pulliryg up thefe materials, the earth, at tbc 
mouth of the well was dug up and heaped upon them. 
By this contrivance the Portuoucfe had a fafc and ealy 
communication with the well. The king of Cananorfaii- 
jng in f hi§ attempt, began to attack the rampart with 
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greater fury ; but obferving that our cannon d^d great 
execution amongft his men, he gave orders tjiat feve- 
ral facks fliould be ftufFed with wooll, and lilaced be- 
fore them to receive the ftiot : whilft thefe were pre- 
paring he defifted from the attack, and nioved his 
camp to a little diftance. Britto imagining there was 
fomc deep-laid defign in this retreat, deviled the fol- 
lowing expedient t6 difcover the enemy's intention: 
He ordered a carpenter to place a gin or trap, at a little 
diftance oppofiteto the gate of the rampart, and that it 
ihould be covered with earth and other light ftufF. He 
then ient out forty foldiers, with orders to make a feint, 
as if they were going to the city. The enemy obfervw 
ing this, immediately attacked our men, and eagerly 
purfucd them retreating gradually. The commander 
of the enemy's detachment having advanced before the 
reft of his men, fell into the fnare : upon this the 40 
Portiiguefe fought with redoubled vigour ; and being 
joined by others who Tallied forth to their affiftance, 
they foon put to flight the enemy, who were feized 
with the utmoft panic and confternation. Britto ob- 
ferving his men too eager in the purfuit, founded a 
retreat ; upon which they returned : they difengaged 
the officer in the trap, and carried him to their conv 
mander, who, having examined the captive, was by 
him informed of the king*s reafon for quitting the at* 
tack. He received alfo intelligence to the fame pur- 
pofe, by a nneffengcr fcnt by the next heir to the crown, 
who, in the filence of the night, came to the fort, in 
a boat, loaded with provifions. 

The Portugue^ accordingly prepared for a ftout de- 
fence. The king, on the other hand, having finilhed 
his works, prepared for the attack in this order : The 
facks were placed in the front, as a rampart to cover 
^is men in their approaches : next to thefe were placed 
a confiderable number of foldiers, armed with bows, 
gun8, and many other forts of weapon^. The king 
himfelf brought up the rear, which confided of a large 
and formidable body pf men, Vaft quantities of ftone 

and 
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4ind iron bullets were difcharged frQin the fc^ boc 
thcfe being received by the lacks, did the enemy no 
damage : this gave the aflailants high fpirks ; for they 
now thought themfelves fure of fuccefs, ai>d accord- 
ingly raifed joyful Ihouts, The following day the af- 
iault was renewed with greater vigour ; but Qriuo oo«r 
calling to tnind, that had one large cannon of mudi 
greater force than any he had hitherto made ufe of, hp 
immediately ordered it to be levelled againft the, ene* 
niy : this being difcharged feveral times, at laft jcat- 
tered the facks and beat down every obftaclc. The 
enemy being thus ftrippcd of their fence* pmt peopfc 
jplied them with their great guns as well as fmall arms, 
and did confiderable execution. That night a Caftili- 
^ nobleman, named Guadelaira, requefted of Britto 
the librrty of picking out fifty Portuguefe ; and witi 
this force he undertook to ftrike fome important blow 
againft the enemy. This being granted, GuadeJaim 
fet out with this detachn^ent in a dark rainy night: 
the enemy knowing thefmallncfs of our numbers, iitcfc 
dreamt qi fuch an attack ; the founding of the triim- 
pcts and the fhouts of the Portuguefe, 'filled tbcm with 
the utmoft confternation. Our people killed many 
j^fleep, and others half awake, and drove all the reft 
to flight. By day-brcfik the Portuguefe took pof- 
fcflion of the camp, from whence they carried off I 
.confiderable booty. 

But the joy arifing froi;n this fuccefsful exploit w^ 
foon after interrupted by a melancholy event whica 
happened to our people. There was a row of houfo 
adjoining to the fort, by which they were proteftc4 
from the eoemy : thcfe were moflly warehoufes ; foinc 
of which were filled with merchandize, and others 
flored with provifions for the fupport of the garrifon. 
By the careleffncfs of a boy, who having fallen afleepj 
left a lighted candle, one of thefe houfes was fct a fire. 
The flames fpread quickly to the adjoining houfes f 
which being built of wood, and thatched with p^'n^- 
icavc:, were foon burnt to the ground. By ibis fi^c 
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5>|3r P9^1c loft imfiy .valuable efffit^s, but nothing af- 
ieft:«4 ih:em k riijuch as their ^yanc of provifibns, tnoft 
pf which wcrp deftr0yt4 5 Jin4 ^ if ^as then the win- 
ter (es^n, chey had no hope$of gcctiDg a fupply. In 
.(bore; they were at laft fo ajffli(Ste(i by famine, that 
Cbcy w^re obliged to live upon cat$, m^ce^ and lizards. 
The governor thought foniethipg muft be attempted 
in thi$ extremity ; he. accordingly fent out a relation 
of his pvn to ^ry if he could furprife the enemy, and 
bring loff fome proyifion?. The enemy, however, bc- 
mg upon their gu^rd, attacked thi$ party, of whom 
they wounded feyeral ; amor^ft tthejfe was the officer 
himfelf, who w^s fo difdblcd that he could not retreat, 
and mulR: certainly hxfis fallen intp the hands of the 
enemy had it qox been for the tm^y aflSftance of John 
Gregono, a gallant youth about 25 years of age, who 
brought him oflf in fafety, and conv^ed hin) to the 
fort. In this affair jo of the For tugjacfe were killed. 

Miean while the ktog of Cananor being informed of 
the extremity to which our people were reduced by fa- 
,mine, was rcfolved to fcizc the opportunity of perform- 
ing Ibme exj^oit •, he accordingly placed fevcral of his 
.meji in ambu(h^ and ordered two cows to be driven 
near the rarnpart. The Portugucfe ioldiers immediate- 
ly ruflied forth to feizc them : this they did contrary 
to the orders of their commander, for now they dif- 
regarded all authority, and were entirely aftuatcd by 
.hunger; thofe who lay inambuih immediately attacked 
our men, who repulfed them wich fo much bravery, 
jhat they carried off the cattle within the rampart, not- 
.withftanding the urmoft efforts of the enemy, and be- 
:fore they could receive any reinforcement. This fmali 
,fupply proved a mod fcafonable relief to our people.; 
but when this too was confumed, they found themlelves 
under a neceffity of furrcndering, or perifhing by fa- 
mine. When they were thus diftreffed, they were re- 
lieved by a particular inftance of the Divine favour: 
for the fca beginning to fwell and grow tcmpeftuous, 
^rc>y aQiprc every d^y confiderabic quantities of fhrimps, 

whicli 
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which expelled the hunger of our people, and recruited 
fhofe who had been emaciated by want. By this means 
the Ponuguefc were enabled to hold out the fiege the 
whole winter ; and the fpring now approaching, they 
1)egan to cxpe& a fupply. The king having intelli- 
gence of this, refolded to tnake one powerful effort to 
rake the fort and rampart before any aflTiftance (hould 
arrive from Cochin ; he accordingly fitted out a large 
fleet, and raifed two caftles on the hulks of fbme of 
his fhips, after the manner of thofe erefted by the za- 
morin agaioft-iRacheco. The Portuguefe gorernor re- 
ceived information of thefc preparations from the prince 
fucceflbr, who at the fame time advifed him carefully 
to guard that part of the fort next the fea. The king 
having received fomc more auxiliaries, had now 50000 
men under his command. All things being ready, the 
enemy's (hips and caftles attacked the fort by fea, whilft, 
at the fame time, a cofifiderable body of men by /and 
affailed the rampart. The enemy, however, in both 
parts received confiderable damage, and they were at 
faft obliged to abandon the attempt. The following 
day Britto removed his guns from the fort to the ram- 
part, and from thence he turned them upon the city. 
He demolifhed feveral of the houfes, and one large 
mofque, whither the Arabians had flocked in great 
numbers in order to importune the king to grant them 
relief in their prefent diftrels : for fo great was the ter- 
ror and confternation of the inhabitants of the city, 
that they unanimoufly entreated his majcfty to make 
peace with the Portuguefe, otherwife they faid they 
ftould be obliged to remove to fome other country, 
♦At this time Triftan Cugna arrived with a fleet: 
.his arrival now obliged the king to fue for peacei 
which was accordingly granted on certain terms, and 
on condition that the viceroy Almeed ratified them by 
his authority. But as to the exploits performed by 
Triftan Cugna, after his arrival at Cananorj^ thefc we 
(hall relate in another place of our hifl:ory. 
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DURING thefe tranf^<aions in India, the follow- 
ing occurrences happened m Africa; Saffia is a 
fea-porc, lying on the Atlantic ocean to the fouth of 
the ftreights of GibraJtar, The city was large, opu- 
lent, and populous; great numbers of merchants re- 
ibrting thither on the account of commerce^^ The adi? 
jacent country is very fertile, abounding in corn ancj 
cattle. It was for many years under the emperor of 
Morocco, whofe dominions comprehended the greateft 
part of the antient Mauritania; but at length the Fa- 
romian family, by dint of their great power and po- 
pularity, fcized the fovereighty. Abdear Rhaman, 
one of the chiefs qf this fainjly, was a man of the moft 
unbounded ambition, who, in order to pave the way 
for his obtaining the fupreme authority, did hot fticl^ 
at the moft execrable villainy ; for he murdered his own 
uncle Hamedux, who was fuperior to all the chiefs iri 
wealth and intereft. Afterwards, by a fliew qf the 
utrnpft liberality and munificence, he fo far won over 
thp people to his intereft, that he retained the govern* 
ment withoMt any moleftation. Rhaman had a daugh- 
ter of exquifite beauty, for whom a handfome young 
nobleman named Haliaduc had conceived a paffion, 
and at laft enjoyed her with the confent of the young 
lady*s mother. When Rhaman got notice of this in- 
trigue, hp was fo highly enraged at the indignity of- 
fered to his family, that he rcfolved to put to death 
the young nobleman. Rhaman*s wife and daughter 
having difcovered his defign, gave intelligeripe thi^reojF 
to Hamedux, vfbo^ in order to fa ve his own life, fortn- 
fd 4 rcfolutioq ^o take away that of Rhaman's. Hav- 
ing 
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ing communicated his intention to Jebabentaf, a youtk 
with whom he had the ftriAcft fricndfliip, and in whofe 
fidelity and rtfoiution he had the higheft confidence, 
he now employed all his thoughts to execute the aflir 
with the utmoft expedition. At this time there hap- 
pened to be an anniverfary fcftival, which ufed to be 
kept by the Arabians with the greatcft pomp and ce- 
remony ; Rhaman having gone into a mofque on this 
folemn occafion, fcnt a meflenger inviting Haliadux to 
join with him- in the offices of devotion; and more- 
Over to acquaint him, that after divine fervice he want- 
ed to confult with him upon fome matrcrs of the highclt 
moment. Fl^om this meffage Haliadux concluded, that 
the time was now at hand when he muft either di/patcfi 
Rhaman, or fall himfelf a facrifice to the bloody dc- 
figns of that man ; he fent thereforfe to Jehabentaf, and 
both of them accompanied with ten of their trufty do- 
medics, brave and rcfolute men, who were in thcpH 
having gone ftraightway to the molque, fell fuddenly 
on Rhaman and killed him. Rh^man^s attendanrs 
made at firft fome appearance as if they were determined 
to avenge his death ; but when they beheld twelvt 
Undaunted men at hand, threatening deftruftion with 
their drawn fwords, they conjedured they would not 
have embarked in fuch a defperate attempt without the 
concurrence of many others : difpiriied moreo<^er by 
the lofs of their leader, and finding themfelves qait6 
flefencelefs, they took to their heels. Haliadux and 
Jehabentaf then repaired to the town hall, where the 
people being affembled, the former made a fpeech, iA 
Which he obfcrycd to them, that he had defervedly put 
to death the tyrant Who had plotted his dcftrudion; 
adding^ moreover, that in cutting off fo vilitfinous a 
parricide he thought he had done a fignal fervice to his 
fellow-citizens ; who, from that day he hoped woulO 
be under a mild government, and in a more flourilh- 
ing' condition. By the unanimous confent of the people 
(who being fickle and unfteady, could be eafily wrought 
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trpori tb I5dc with any "pitty) Haliadux and Jchabentaf 
had the government of the ftate devolved upon them. 

•Ak this timeDiejgoAzimbugio had the command of 

k fort Bujlt by theorders of Emmamiel,^t a h'ttle diftance 

from Saffia. The late confufion and diforder in the city 

^ve thirteen Spanifh prifoners an opportunity to mak,e 

kheir cfcape : thefe having feized a veffel, failed to tte 

fort, and informed the governor of the fituation of af- 

Ifairs ift the city. Two days after, Haliadux, who had 

percciVey that Rhaman*s friends and relations were- 

plotting the deftruftion of him and his party, went to 

Azambiigio, and earneftly entreated him not to let (lip 

the prefent opportunity. He faid he would undertake^ 

with the utmoft facility, to bring the city under the 

^wer of Emmanuel ; but in order to efFe6l this, that 

he ftbod in need of the affiftance of the Portugucfe, 

to wltbttand the machinations of his enemies. Azam- 

bugio entertained the higheft fulpicion of the Moors, 

for he had had many inftances of their perfidy, yet, 

confiderin§ the prefent diftraftion of the city, he thought 

proper to go into the propofal of Haliadux and his 

party. He accordingly went to SafEa, attended with 

twelve Portuguefe of diftinftion : there heftayed a week ; 

in which time he drew up articles with Haliadux, and 

entered into the moft folemn treaty. But having found 

by the difcovery of one Abraham, a Jew, that there 

was a plot hatching againft him, he then retired to the 

royal fort, whither he was followed by Haliadux and 

four m6re Arabian nobles ^ fo that the management of 

i jhc ftate was now left wholly to Jehabentaf. By the 

; late treaty it was ftipulated, that the Moors fliould aU 

I low the Portuguefe to build a large hdufe near the walls 

! by the fca fide ; and that pur people might live with 

greater fecurity and fplendor, they were like wife to 

have afligned to them a tdWer on the wall adjoining to 

the houfe, and to have the command of a gate lying 

towards the fea. 

Things being thus fetrlcd, Azambuglo returned to 
PortugAl with the four Moors: he related the prefcrnc 
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ficuacion of affairs ae Saflia to Emmanuel, dptid rq>re* 
fenced to hitn the largenefs of the plade, and the cob^ 
veniency of its Qtuation for carrying on war in the in- 
land parts of Africa, tils m^jefty was highly pleafed 
with this information, and accordingly fent back Azamv 
bugio to that country. He fent letters alfo to Garfia 
Melos, then cruizing in the i^reights to annoy the 
l^oorilh {flipping, ordering him to join Azambugio. 
Mclos, though then very much iridifpofed, yet obeyed 
his indrufiions with the utmoft expedition ;^ he ac- 
cordingly failed to Saf^a, where Azambugio had al- 
ready arrived. Here was nothing but tumult and con<: 
fufion ; the populace were all up in arms, being relo- 
lutely determined not to come under the* fubjedtioo of 
any Chridian power. Je&abentaf and Haliadux, who 
had returned into the city, being noW reconciled to 
each other, fecretly encouraged this Ipirit in their people $ 
and, in violation of the treaty, contrived all poflible 
mifchfef againft our people. The Portuguefe officers 
formed a fchcme to fow animoGty betwixt thefe two 
ufurpcrs; fo that when their ftrength was divided, they 
might then more eafily make themfelves matters of the 
city. The expedient was thus executed : Garcia Me- 
Jds ftill labouring under a fcvere diftemper, lent to 
SaiHa for a Jewi(h phyfician to attend him. He bribed 
this man to carry two letters, one to each of the go* 
vernors of the city, in fuch a manner that neither 
fhould know of that delivered to the other. Thefe 
letters were figned by Melos. In that to Haliadux he 
advifes him to be upon his guard againft the wicked 
machinations of Jchabentaf, who he knew for certaini 
had a defign againft his life ; and he offered him his 
affiftancc againft the artifices of this man. No plots (he 
laid) could be more dangerous than thole which arofe 
from a jcaloufy of power ; and as the fricndlhip of 
two perfons, who jointly hold the foyereignty, was ve- 
ry unttabie, fo likewife a man in fuch a fituation was 
greatly expofed and liable to be cut off* by his rival, 
in \yhom perhaps he had th^ higheft confidence. H* 
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wri^e Jehabentaf likcwife to the lame-purpafe, \;trarning 
him to beware of Haliadux. As fooh as the phyfician 
vifitecj Melos, he put his hand under the bed dothesi 
riiaking an appear^ce of feeling whether the violence 
of th^ fever was abated, and in this tti^ftnef received 
and conveyed letters unkiiown to any perfori. Mean 
while bothHaliaduk and Jehabentaf, without the l^now- 
Icdge of each others returned thanks to Melds, pro- 
mifing to be faithful to Emmanuel i each entreating 
, that' he might not be abandoned as 3l facrifice to the 
other; ' , ^ 

By this ftratagehi; fo artfully contrived againft a 
moft artful and perfidous people, a mutual diftruft and 
fear was infufcd into thefe two men, each depend-»» 
cd on the affiftance of the Portuguefe to defeat the ar-^ 
tificcs of his rival. Both accordingly, unknown to each 
other,: entreated Azambugio- and Melos to come into 
Saffia 5 each undertaking to bring the city under fub- 
jeftion to Emmanuel. The two Portuguefe comman- 
ders^ therefore, entered the city attended only with 56 
\ foldiers. They chofe the houfe of Rhanhan for their 
^refidence, becaufe it was large, ftrong, and ficuate neaf 
the fca, and conveyed thither a gr6at quantity of arms 
Gohcealed in cafks and chefts* 

The Moors being of the moft fufpicious as well as 
faithlefs difpofition, began to fufpe<5t fomewhat from 
the bufy appearance of. our people. The two ufurpers 
repented of their coftdufl j and, in aclandeftine man* 
ner, contrived all manner of mifchief againft the Por- 
tuguefe : . hence it plainly appeared j that their fecrct ar- 
tifices would foon break out into open violence. Azam- 
bugio wrote to Enfimanuel an account of the (tate of 
a8Fairs at Saffia j and his majefty refolved to lend fupplics 
with all pollible expedition : he accordingly fitted out 
four (hips, the command of which was given to Men* 
dcx Zaicoto, a man of great experience in the African 
^arsi When Mendel reached th^ port, he found the 
Portuguese involved in great difficulties by the perfidy 
of the Moor3, who had broke jhfough the treary^^ and 
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uftd all manner of artifice to obftrud Azaaitni^ in 
carrying on the fortrefs : tbty not qply refuJcd to fopr 
ply materials for the work, but even denied our people 
the neceflaries of life i and it appeared by their wjiok 
ConduA^ that they did not want inclination but couragQ 
to put in execution their wicked deligns. The Por>* 
tuguefe complained of this ufage to one of the ufur« 
pers, who laid all the blame on his coUegue. How- 
ever, on the arrival of Zacoto, our people gained frefh 
(pint^ and walked about in the city with gi'eat bold- 
nefs : they then told the ufurpers, that they would 
not fufFer both of them to be at the head of the go- 
vernment, becaufe it bred animofity and dtiTention, and 
the one was continually plotting the other's defl;;ru6lix)n: 
they therefore infifted, that one of the two diould hold 
the adminiftration in the name of EmmanueL This 
neceffity impoled on thefe two men made both extreme-* 
ly indifferent about the fovereignty, for each prefled 
the other to accept the government ; which modera- 
tion appeared very extraordinary in two perfbns of fucb 
an ambitious turn of mind. Haliadux, by repeated 
intreaties, at lad prevailed on Jehabentaf to take upon 
him the fupremc authority. 

This man being now fole governor of the ftate, be- 
gan more openly td form plots againft the Portugucfe ; 
and by all poflible methods endeavoured to hinder Am- 
bugio from carrying on the fort. He ftriftly charged 
the citizens not to furnifli ftoncs, mortar,; or any other 
materials for the work, and threatened to punifh ff- 
vercly thofe who Ibould give the kaft affiftance; This 
he did at firft in a clandcftine manner, and every day 
grew more open and infolent in his behaviour. When 
Azambugio perceived this, he fcnt for Haliadux, who 
he knew heartily repented of hia caGneft^in giving up 
the fovereignty : him he advifed to get together a par- 
ly of his friends to affaffinate Jehabentaf ; fo that this 
man being taken off, he himfelf might enjoy the fu- 
preine authority. Jehabentaf finding his Hfe greatijr 
endangered from the plots of Haliadux, and, at the 
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iame time, not knowing that Azambugio was prir\r to 
the def]^, took (heker in Rhaman's houfe. D^egp 
Miranda, Azambugio's grand fon, at diat time r^fidej 
chore^ who being likewife ighorant that his grandfather 
was concerned in the affair, received Jchabentaf into 
his prote&ion in a very friimdly manner. Aizambugio. 
had intended to inflift capital punilhmcnt on Jehabeo* 
t^f, but the Moor being a perfon of great fubtilty 
and eloquence, made ufe of many arguments to make 
it appear, that the taking away his Jife would in no 
way be conducive ' to the intercft of the Portuguefe : 
he ftrongly folicited Aiatnbugio to b^ fent into Por^ 
tugal, that he might furrcnder himftlf to the mercy 
of EmmanueU and take the oaths of allegiance to his 
majefty, to whonii he (aid he would adhere to the laft 
moment of his life, with the utmoft fidelity. But if 
the king refufed to grant hitii forgivenels, he faid he 
would then fubrait to death with the iitmoft refigna- 
rion. Jchabentaf having at laft prevailed on Azam- 
bugio, was fent in fetters to Portugal. He not only 
obtained his life of Emmanuel, but alfo had a troo^ 
^ of .horfc given him, to be employed in making 
excurfions into the enemies borders. This man 
ever after retained fo grateful a fcnfe of Emmanuel's 
generofity and kindneis, that he performed many great 
exploits in his majefty*s fervice ; and as long as 
. he lived, behaved with the utmoft loyalty and fide- 
lity. 

But Haliadux, to whom Azambugio had committed 
the government of the city, a^ed quite contrary to the 
expcftation of our people, for he behaved with more 
enmity againft them than Jehabentaf had done. He 
ufed all his art to obftrud the building of the fort, 
threatening the workmen, 'and puniftiing all tholb who 
gave the leaft affiftance. The work, however, not- 
]withftanding all his efforts, ^a^ by degrees brought to 
its proper height, i^zambugid pre: ended that he was 
only building a large hoult, whtre the Chriftiaf) mer- 
chants VI ere to dec^fue their goods. Hc^ filled up 'he 
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places defigned for portholes, wkh mud and /cnafl 
Hones ; and ordered the outfide to be caft over with 
niortar, that the enemy might not know his intention. 
Befides, he broke out a gate in the wall to open a 
communication betwixt the fleet and the fort; and lie 
fortified the way leading to the gate with a ranipart 
on each fide. 

The day after the work was finifhed, lb as to be 
defenfible, Azambugio fent a melTenger to Haliadux, 
reproaching him with breach of treaty, and adting* 
contrary to the folemn oath he had taken \ fince he had 
(worn in the name of Mahumet to furnifh whatever 
was neceflfary for buflding the fort, but difregarding 
his oath, he a£ted with the moft inveterate malice 
againft our people. He therefore entreated him to 
have fome regard to divine and human laws ; and if 
be had any fenfe of Ihame, to defift from fuch lean- 
dalous proceedings. Haliadux made anfwer. That he 
was not a little aflonifhed at the prefumption of a man 
who could not even be fupplied with food or water, 
but by his means; and yet that he (hould exprefs him- 
fclf in fo haughty a manner, as if he had an abundance 
of all neceflaries. To this Azambugio replied. That 
the Portuguefe were wont to fatisfy their hunger, and 
quench their third by the blood of their enemies. When 
Haliadux received this anfwer, hd bit his finger; which, 
amongft that nation, is a fign of threatening revenge, 
Azambugio now thought it highly expedient to fait 
upon Haliadux with the utmoft expedition, before he 
had time to call in afliftance from the neighbouring 
villages* But left he (hould feem the aggreffor, he 
wanted a frefh provocation from the enemy ; when, 
according to his wi(h, an opportunity of this nature 
prefented itfelf. A Moorifh butcher had ftruck a PoV- 
tugufe of royal blood in the market-place. The in- 
jured perfon complained of this indignity to Azam- 
bugio, who defired him tamely to put up the affront 
fc>r fonije time. But Azambugio being now nettled at 
Ha!iadux*s anfwer, fcnt for the Portuguefe gjeoileraan^ 

and 
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and advifed him immediately to kill the Mqor who 
had injured Him ; and -for this purpofe gave him one 
of his domeftics as an affociate. They accordingly 
went to the market-place, where they fell upon the 
butcher and killed him. The city was immediately 
filled with tumult and uproar, and the Arabians flock-^ 
ed together from all quarters and attacked the Por- 
tuguefe, who made a ftout refiftance •, and retiring by 
degrees, they at laft reached the fort with the utmoft 
difficulty and danger. The enemy having furrounded 
the fort, poured in great quantities of darts and other 
miffive weapons, and ufed all other methods to dcftroy 
our people. They at laft planted their cannon, and 
began to batter the fort with great vigour. The Por- 
tuguefe were all in arms, and kept to their pofts j but 
according to the orders of Azambugio, not one of 
them threw any weapon. The. fort was ftormed a 
whole night with the utmoft fury -, but all thefe endea- 
vours proved inefFeclual. By day-break Azambugio 
ordered divine fcrvice to be performed, and ihaf aU 
his men fhould refrefli themfelves with' viduals. *He 
then drew them up in great filence, and ordered a 
white horfe to be brought for himfelf, he being very old, 
and lame j for in the war betwixt Alphonfo. and t!ie 
kingof Caftille, when his fon John befiegcd the town 
of Alegrette in the province of Alentejo, Ambugio 
was one of the principal commanders under John, and 
at that time received a defperate wound in the leg. 
Of the Portuguefe in the fort, he was therefore the 
.only perfon on horfcback. All things being in rtadi^ 
nefs, they fallied out about: mid-day, aiid by their un- 
expefled attack, ftruck the utmoft pannic into the 
Moors, little expedling that fuch a handful of men, 
whom they believed to be in the greatcft trepidation, 
would have dared to attack fo numerous an enemy. 
The Moors retired into a neighbouring mofque. Our 
people purfued them and killed feveral. The enemy 
having got into the mofque, recovered themfelves from 
their panic, and the fight was renewed with frcfh vi- 
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gour : but the Porgguef^ rufliing ip with great fury, 
flew many of them, and obliged the reft to fly with the 
utmoft prccipitadon. Many of them took fhclter in a 
fort of the city, garrifoned by their troops. Here they 
pointed a large cannon againft the Portuguefe fortreis, 
which did confiderable damage. Sebaftian Roderiga, 
an engineer of great flcill obferving this planted 4 
cannon oppofite thereto, with great exaflnefs. This 
being difcharged, the ball entered the mouth of the 
enemy's piece which it fplitted and killed the gunner. 
The Arabians having now loft all hopes, betook them- 
fclves to flight, and Haliadux fled to the town of Targa. 
Thofe who remained in the city, fued for peace from 
Azambugio, which he granted them on certain terms, 
and that they fliould pay an yearly tribute to Emma- 
nuel. Though the particular number of the enemy 
wh'ch fell in this affair is not mentioned, yet it is cer- 
tain that they fufFered a confiderable flaughter. The 
portuguefe loft only one man, an intimate of Azam- 
bugio, by whofe fide he was killed. Melos and Azam- 
bugio however, could not agree: they greatly differed 
about the meafures to be taken in keeping the city. 
The mifunderftanding arofe to fuch a height, that Me- 
Jos departed for Portugal, and Azambugio was left aJone 
to govern Saffia, in the name of Emmanuel. Thus bf 
the bravery and vigilance of a few men, that Rrong 
and opulent place came under the power of the Portu- 
guefe. After the reduftion of the city, the enemy i" 
the neigbouring villages made feveral incurfions on our 
peotple, but were always repulfed with lofs. 

At this time Emmanuel refided in the town of 
Abrantes, the plague being then at Liftjon. In th^ 
fame year 1507, on the 5th of June, queen Mary 
was delivered of a fon, who had the name of Ferdinand 
given him. As he advanced in years he difcovered a 
Kirprifing genius ! he fearched into antiquity with afl 
uncommon curiofity, and gave early marks of aftrone 
drfire. after all valuable knowledge, and was adornea 
with the moft princely qualities. But this promifing 
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youth was cut off by a fudden death in the very bloom 
of life. , 

The following year Emmanuel fitted out a fleet of 
Axteen (hips for Indi^. Four of thefe he gave to 
IpicgQ Scqueire, with orders to fail beyond the Ganges 
to Aure^Cherfonefus (Malacca) to examine the Ctuarion 
of the .principal city of the fame name, one of the moft 
celebrated marts in the eaft. He moreover . inftruftetj 
him totakeafurvey oftheifland ofMadagafcar, which, 
according to report, was very extenfive, and abounded 
in all manner of commodities. Scqueire accordingly 
failed from Lifbon on the 5th of April 1508; George 
Aquilar was appointed admiral of the other twelve 
, fliips* He was ordered to cruize with five on the nor- 
thern fide of Cape Guardafu, at the mouth of the red 
lea, HO intercept all the Arabian vefTels trading to India. 
The feven remaining (hips had alfo their particular com- 
manders : Francifco Pereira Peftana, one of thefe, was 
appointed governour of the fort at Quiloa. The reft 
were prdered to fail dircftiy for India, and friftano 
Sylvio was to return from thence with two galleys tp 
join Aquilar at Cape Guardafu. This fleet lailed the 
fame month, about five days after the o her. But ^t, 
was difperfed by a fudden tempcft. PeHana's fliip hav- 
ing loft her maft and rigging, was obliged to put 
back to Lifbon : from whence, after being ren ted, (he 
fct fail again on the 19th of May. Tne feafon of the 
year being fo far advanced, Peftana was notable to 
reach Qiiiloa, and therefore was obliged to wince r at 
foipc iflands Jyin^ to the fouth of Mozambique. 

The commanders bound for India having^ under- 
gone various hardfliips, at lafl: madcr Cod in. Aquilar 
periflied by fhipwreck; Duarte Lemos, another of the 
captains, a relation of Aquilar, having reached Mo- 
zambique, would not depart from thence till he was 
certain of the fate pf Aquilar. But he was foon con- 
vinced of the, admiraPs unhappy fare by the wreck 
floating on the water, where yoii might ice plai.ks, 
broken mafts, cades, and cables fcatiercd on the fuifacc. 
:- T4 By 



aSo The History of Book V. 

w 

By the unanimous confcnt of all the other commanders, 
M^los was chofen admiral. As foon as the feafon of the 
year would permit, he failed mth Peftana, who had 
DOW reached Mozanjbjque, for Quiloa. Lemos having 
gone aboard Pcftana's (hip, gave his own to Vafco Syi- 
veira, and then they proceeded for Cape Guardafu. 
Pedro Fercira Fogaza, who comtnandcd the fort of 
Quiloa till the arrival of Peftana,' according to his in- 
ftruftions, went for Melinda, where he remained till 
the proper feafqn for failing came about i a!s foon as the 
wind favoured, he went and joined Mclos, who hav- 
ing now fcven feii of (hips, direfted his courfe for Zo- 
cotora. The adrniral touched at thofc places, which 
belonged to the tributary princes, and collc<Sted the trir 
buce; thofc who rcfufcd to pay what they had agreed 
upon, he obliged by force to comply. He had an 
inclination to ftorm Magadoxo. But as the . place 
was ftrong by its natural fituation, threatened great 
damage jto the Portuguefe (hips, and was extremely 
diftScuit of accefs from the fea, the reft of the 
officers diffuaded him from this entcrprize, WhiJft 
the fleet lay here, it happened, by the carelefsnefs 
of the watch, that George Quadra's (hip had her 
cables cut, and was carried a great way out to fea by 
the fwiftnefs of the tide 5 fo that when the failors and 
fldiers aboard awaked, they knew not where they were. 
They endeavoured to flop her progrefs by rowing a- 
gainft the wind till day break. But even then being 
equally puzzled, they allowed the (hip to go before the 
wind, and were at laft driven into the port of Zeila, 
fituated at the entrance of the red fea, on the Ethio- 
pian coaft. Here the whole crew were taken prifoners 
by the Arabians. Lemos being di(ruaded from his de- 
fign on Magadoxo, fteercd for Zocotora, where he 
appointed Pedro Fogaza governor of the fort. What 
Jiappened afterwards to Lemos, we will relate in ano* 
ther place, at prefenr intending to ^ivc an account of 
jhe fate of Jriftad Cugn^,- 
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His fleet confiftcd of eleven ftiips: and at the fame 
time there were five more given to the command of 
Alphbnfo Albuquerque, who was to fucceed Almeedin 
the government of India. Cugna reached Mozambique 
in December, where he wintered fome of the fleet : how- 
ever, being feparated by ftrefs of weather, could not 
make this place. Lopez Cofta had been driven into 
the port of Sofofa 5 Leonela Coutign put in at Quiloa'; 
Alyaro Tellcz, with the utmoft danger at laft made 
Cape Guardafu': here kfcer' he had repaired his fhip, 
and refrelhed his men, he took feveral confiderablc 
Arabian prizes, and afterwards fleered For 'Zocotora to 
join TrVflad Gugna. 

Roderigo Pefcira Coutign, met likewife with very 
boiflcrous weather, and Was driven into a very pleafant 
bay in the ifland of Madagafcar, which had a name 
given it from its agrecal^le fituation. Whilft he lay here 
eighteen youths of tlie ifland rowed to his fliip. Thefe 
he invited aboard, entertained them in the kindcft man- 
ner, and decked them with cloaths. Two of them he 
fo far engaged by his generofity, that he prevailed on 
them to' remain with' him, and carried them to Cugna 
at Mozambique. 

Cugna having heard much concet-ning the extent of 
this ifland, and at the fame rime not yet thinking it a 
proper feafon to fail for Socotora, he confulted with 
Alphonfo Albuquerque, who approving of his refblu- 
tion, he determined to fleer for Madagafcar, in order 
to inform himfdfof the manners, cuft:oms, and extent 
of the country^ as well as the foil, which in outward 
appearance feemed extremely ferrile. He took with him 
Alphonfo Albuquerque, Antonio Campo, Emmanuel 
Tel'ez, Francifco Tavura, John Gomez Abrseo, Ro- 
derigo- Pereira Coutign, and Trifl:an Alvarez. The 
reft of the commanders were left with the fleet at Mo- 
zambique. The admiral touched at fome of the ports 
in this ifland, but when he attempted to land his men, 
he was oppofed by a formidable body of the natives, of 
whom he killed fcvcral, and pu; the reft tp flight. He 
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iurveycd the whole coall lying towards il^thiopia^ and 
intended to have failed round the iQand. But iiirheB 
he was about to double C. S. Maria, a fudden ftorm a- 
riling, prevented his defign being carried into execu- 
tion. At this time Roderigo Pereira*s (hip halving run 
upon the (helves, was funk, and the greateft part of the 
crew perifhed. Cugna thon gave a (ignal for the reft 
of the (hips to tack about, and he again (haped his 
courfe for Mozanibique. 

But John Gomez Abraco had turned the Cape before 
theftorm began, andcruizir^ along the fouthern coaf^, 
difcovereda river in Maratans, a province of that ifland. 
Here he intended to water, when of a fudden, fcvcral 
of the natives in fmalJ boats furrounded the (hip, and 
by their outward geftures expreffed the utmoft friend- 
ihip towards pur people, offering them fifh, roots, and 
fugar canes in great plenty. The Portuguefe captain, 
allured by the friendly behaviour of this people, ordered 
his pilot, a man verfed in many languages, to go aboard 
one of their boats, to try if he could hold a converfa- 
tion with them, and if poflible, by prefents to entice 
fome of them to come aboard the (hip. But as (boa as 
they received the pilot, they plied their oars with fo 
much vigour and dexterity, that they quickly got out 
of fight of our people. Their unexpcdted departure 
very much furprized Abraeo : be ipi mediately ordered 
the long bo^t to begot re^y, ^nd having furni(hed it 
with guns, hp hitnfclf, with twenty four more, wenf 
aboard. When he approached the (hore, he (slw the 
fame boats wifh the pilot making towards him without 
the leaft apprchen(ion of danger. The pilot by figns 
gave him to underftand that the people were friendly 
and hofpitable, and that he (hould therefore offered no 
hoftilities. The pilot, moreover, told our people that 
be had been introduced to the king, who behaved to 
him with the utmoft humanity, having prefentcd him 
with a filver chain, together with rings and bracelets 
of the fame metal, and had fent him back, in his name, 
to congratulate the Portuguefe comn[iaQder, and to fol- 
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licit his fri€iid(hip, which he was dcfirous to cultivate 
and promote by all the fervicts in his power. Abrzo 
being greatly taken with this courteous behaviour, went 
afliore; where he was met by the king, who by all 
poflfibl^ methods endeavoured to gain his elteem and 
a(Fe<Slion. An entertainment was prepared in the man- 
ner of the country, nor was there any thing wanting 
which the ifland couid afford, and the day was fperic 
in agreeable converfation. 

It being now alnK)ft funlet, the captain took his leave, 
and went aboard the long boat, when of a fudden 
the weather grew extremely boifterous: the whole hea- 
vens was overfpread with darknefs, and the fea ran 
jfb prodigious high, that he could not return to the 
ihip, . buc was detained on Ihore four days,, when thb 
dorm abated and' the fea became calm, Thofe a- 
board the ihip imagined that their commander had 
certainly been killed by the natives. * For, faid they 
« is it poflible that he would rertiain fo long in a fl*ange 
• * country, and keep us thus in fufpence ? is it proba-' 

* ble that there could be any entertainment amongft 
^ thefe Barbarians fo inviting as to make him tarry fo 

* conGderable a time. This is the cafe, continued they. 

* He has demanded his pilot to be reftored, but met 

* with a refufal : he then endeavoured to afllrt his 

* right by force of arms, but has perilhed in the at- 

* tempt, being overpowered by numbers : what courfe 

* (ball we therefore follow ? IhaJI we remain here tt\l 

* we are fh ip wreck t by the ftorm, and fwallowcd up in 

* the waves, or thrown alhore as a prey to thofe in- 
' human Barbarians.' Tbcfe being their reflcflions, 
they fet fail. But Abraeo having cruized along the 
coafts, without finding the (hip, returned to the king, 
who again received him with all the marks of afFcftiun, 
and endeavoured to (both this dejedtcd man by the 
mod kind and hofpitable ufage. But all his endea* 
vours were ineffcftual, for Abraeo finding himfelf thfts 
abandoned, and cut ofi^from all hopes of feeing his 
native country, became qdice inconfolable, and was 
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fo much afFcftcd with his misfortune that he foon after 
pined away with melancholy and defpair, as did al(b 
eight of his companions. The reft having repaired the 
long boat, took leave of the king, who expreffed the 
utmoft regret at their departure, and direfted their 
courfe for Mozambique. But in their way meeting 
with the Ihip commanded by Lucas Fonfcca failing for 
Sofola, they were taken aboard and conveyed to Mo- 
zambique. 

Here it may not be improper to give a fhort de- 
fcription of Madagafcar, called the ifland of St. Lau- 
rence by thePortuguefe, who difcovered it on that Saint's 
day. Its length is about 1200 miles, and in breadth 
it meafures 480. The ifland is divided into many dif- 
ferent kingdoms : the inhabitants in the inland parts 
are Pagans, but moft of tbofe near the fea coaft arc 
of the Mahometan religion. The natives are partly 
black black and partly tawney in complexion, with 
Ihort woolly hair. The better fort are cloathed in cot- 
ton, but the poorer people only cover their private 
parts. Any man there may have as many wives as he 
pleafes. The country is extremely fertile, yielding 
fruits of all kinds with very little culture. The ground 
is covered with many delightful woods and forefts, 
filled with trees of all forts, efpecially the citron, which 
yields the moft grateful fragrancy. The foil produ- 
ces vaft plenty of roots, which the natives ufe inftead 
of bread. The fugar-cane grows here in great abun- 
dance, and ginger alfo, which the people eat green, not 
knowing the arc of drying and preferving it. The 
ifland abounds in fine fprings of the moft excellent water, 
and there arehkewife many filver mines in the country: 
in fhort the place is very agreeable, and aflfords all the 
diverfions of fiflVmg, hunting, and fowling. The na- 
tives are a people of the utmoft fimplicity, and natural- 
ly humane in their difpofition. They knoNV nothing of 
navigation^ having only a few boats for fifhing. In 
war they made ufe of no other arms but light darts, 
but afterwards, by thcif communication with the Por- 
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tuguefe, they gained more experience in warlike af- 
fairs. This much may at prefent fuffice concerning 
the difpoficion and manners of thcfe iflanders. 

Triftan Cugna having Tet out from Mozambique 
touched at Mclinda, where he had a friendly conference 
with the king, to whom he gave feveral prefents from 
his Portuguefe majefty. He then delivered to his care 
three perfons fent by Emmanuel as embaffadors to the 
king of Ethiopia, whom our people ufed ignorantly 
to call Prefter John. One was a Portugueze named 
Ferdinand Gomez Sardo ; another a Moor called John 
Saricho, who had turned Chrlllian ; the third was one 
Mahomed, an Arabian |)orn at Tunis. Thefe the king 
of Melinda took under his protedion, promifing that 
they fhould be fafely conduced to Ethiopia lying a- 
, ' hove Egypt. 

Cugna having finiihed his bufinefs at Melinda, now. 
failed for Hoya, a city about eighty miles off, which 
at that time waged war with his Melindian majefty. 
Hawing tak^n this place by ftorm, he plundered and 
burnt it, and killed feveral of the Arabians. He then 
proceeded to another city fixty miles farther, which 
being unable to make refiftance, furrendered to Em- 
manuel's arms, and agreed to pay an yearly tribute. 
He fteered next for Brava, a ftrong and well fortified 
city, and the moft celebrated mart on that coaft. Hav- 
ing anchored in this port, he immediately fent Leonel 
Coutign to wait on the heads of the place, offering 
them peace in the name of Emmanuel, and inviting 
them to a friendly alliance. They pretended not to 
be averfe to a treaty 5 but this was only a piece of 
diffimulation, in order to detain our people, for the 
feafon was aimoft at hand, when fuch boifterous winds 
ufually blew in thofe pans, as would dafti to pieces the 
very fhips in the harbour. Cugna having difcovered 
this artifice, rcfolved immediately to affault the city. 
Before day-break he drew up his men on the (horej. 
and formed them into two lines: the firft 'which con- 
fifted of 900 men, he gave to Alphonfo Albuquerque v 
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fo much afFcftcd with his misfortune that he foon after 
pined away with melancholy and defpair, as did alfo 
eight of his companions. The reft having repaired the 
long boat, took leave of the king, who exprefled the 
utmoft regret at their departure, and direfted their 
courfe for Mozambique. But in their way meeting 
with the (hip commanded by Lucas Fonfeca failing for 
Sofola, they were taken aboard and conveyed to Mo- 
zambique. 

Here it may not be improper to give a fliort de- 
fcription of Madagafcar, called the ifland of St. Lau- 
rence by thePortuguefe, who difcovered it on that Saint's 
day. Its length is about 1200 miles, and in breadth 
it meafures 480. The ifland is divided into many dif- 
ferent kingdoms : the inhabitants in the inland parts 
are Pagans, but moft of thofe near the fea coaft are 
of the Mahometan religion. The natives are partly 
black black and partly tawney in complexion, with 
fhort woolly hair. The better fort are cloathed in cot- 
ton, but the poorer people only cover their private 
parts. Any man there may have as many wives as he 
pleafes. The country is extremely fertile, yielding 
fruits of all kinds with very little culture. The ground 
is covered with many delightful woods and forefts, 
filled with trees of all forts, efpecially the citron, which 
yields the moft grateful fragrancy. The foil produ- 
ces vaft plenty of roots, which the natives ufe inftead 
of bread. The fugar-cane grows here in great abun- 
dance, and ginger alfo, which the people eat green, not 
knowing the art of drying and preferving it. The 
ifland abounds in fine fprings of the moft excellent water, 
and there are likewife many filver mines in the country: 
in fhort the place is very agreeable, and affords all the 
diverfions of fifliing, hunting, and fowling. The na- 
tives are a people of the utmoft fimplicity, and natural- 
ly humane in their difpofition. They kno>v nothing of 
navigation y having only a few boats for fifhing. In 
war they made ufe of no other arms but light darts, 
but afterwards, by thcif communication with the Por- 
V / tuguefe. 
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tuguefe, they gained more experience in warlike af- 
fairs. This much may at prefent fuffice concerning 
the difpofition and manners of thefe iflanders. 

Triftan Cugna having fct out from Mozambique 
touched at Mclinda, where he had a friendly conference 
with the king, to whom he gave leveral prefents from 
his Portuguefe majefty. He then delivered to his care 
three perfons fent by Emmanuel as embaffadors to the 
king of ^Ethiopia, whom our people ufed ignorantly! 
to call Prefter John. One was a Portugueze named 
Ferdinand Gomez Sardo ; another a Moor called John 
Saricho, who had turned Chriilian ; the third was one 
Mahomed, an Arabian t)orn at Tunis. Thefe the king 
of Melinda took under his protefbion, promifing that 
they fhould be fafely condudcd to Ethiopia lying a^ 
. bove Egypt. 

Cugna having finiflied his bufinefs at Melinda, now. 
failed for Hoya, a city about eighty miles oft, which 
at that time waged war with his Melindian majefty. 
Having taken this place by florm, he plundered and 
burnt it, and killed fevcral of the Arabians. He then 
proceeded to another city fixty miles farther, which 
being unable to make refiftance, furrendered to Em- 
manuers arms, and agreed to pay an yearly tribute.. 
He fleered next for Brava, a ftrong and well fortified 
city, and the moft celebrated mart on that coaft. Hav- 
ingahchored in this port, he immediately fent Leonel 
Coutign to wait on the heads of the place, offering 
them peace in the name of Emmanuel, and inviting 
them to a friendly alliance. They pretended not to 
be averfe to a treaty ; but this was only a piece of 
difiimulation, in order to detain our people, for the 
fcafon was almofl at hand, when fuch boiflerous winds 
ufually blew in thofe pans, as would dafh to pieces the 
very (hips in the harbour. Cugna having difcovered 
this artifice, rcfolved immediately to affault the city. 
Before day-break he drew up his men on the fhore^ 
and formed them into two lines: the firfl' which con- 
fifted of 900 men, he gave to Alphonfo Albuquerque v 
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and be himfelf headed tbe (econd, in which there wcm 
600 foldiers. In the city there was a garrifon of 4000 
men; of theft 2000 immediately fallied forth, and 
engaged our people. The conflidt was fevere, buc the 
Portuguefe chained the enemy with fo much fury, 
that they at laft obliged them to give ground. They 
made a regular retreat into the city, and ihut the gates 
againft our people. The Portuguefe immediately fur- 
rounded the place, examining with the utmoft carefuU 
nefs where they could force an entrance. Mean while 
the enemy from the walls annoyed them with burning 
torches, and all manner of miflive weapons. . Albu- 
querque having at laft difcovered a weak part in the 
wall, began the attack there. The befieged immedi* 
ately fiocked thither, and oppoftd our people with 
amazing intrepidity. The fight was condnued with 
the utmoft fury on both fldes, till Cugna came up^ 
whofe approach ftruck fuch a damp into the enemy, 
that they fled with the greateft precipitation. The 
Portuguefe foldiers wanted to purfue them, but were 
reftrained by their commander. The city being phin* 
dered, vaft booty was carried aboard the fhips. Great 
numbers of the enemy were (lain, and many taken pri- 
ibners, buc moft of thefe were again fet at liberty. The 
Portuguefe loft about fifty of their men, and feveral 
were dangeroufly wounded ; eighteen more periflied in 
the long boat, which through infatiable avarice they 
had loaded fo immoderately that fhe overfet : nay fo 
great was the inhumanity of the foldiers and failorsand 
fuch their eagernefs after fpoil, that they cut off the 
arms of feveral women, to come at their rings and brace- 
lets the more readily. But Cugna having fevertly pu- 
nifhed the authors of this cruelty, hereby deterred others 
from the like barbarity. The city being plundered, 
Cugna ordered it to be fired, and thus it was reduced 
to afhes, the enemy at a little diftance beholding this 
difmal fpeftacle. 

He then fteered for Magadoxo, whither, as he had 
done at Bravi^ he fent Leonez Coutign with oflFers of 
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peace and £riend/hip. The people at thift place ttiade 

a very formidable appearance : great numbers of foot, 

and cuirafliers were patrolling on the fhore ; the walls 

of the city were hned with armed men, and, a confide* 

rablc body of troops were drawn up beifore it. Coutign 

being afraid to land, fent one of the Bmvan captive^ 

to let the people know, that the Portuguefe came not 

, to denounce war, bpt to offer peace. In Coutign^s 

fight they tore to pieces the captive, and threatened to 

ferve him in the fame manner, if he ihould dare to 

come a(hore, Coutign therefore returned to Cugna, ta 

wJiom he related ti^ cruelty and infolent menaces of 

tbeeaemy. Cugna was for forming the city, but aC 

the periuations of all his officers and pilots, he dropc 

this refolutibn. The place was almoft inaccefiible^ 

ftrong by its natural fituacion, and defended by a nu- 

inerous garrifon : the ftation for our (hips extremely 

dangerous, and very much expofcd to the enemy : be- 

fides the winter was fail approaching, and the feafon 

for failing aim )ft eiapfed, lo that if our people Ihould 

have mifcarried in this attempt, their fleet and army 

would in all probability have met with inevitable de- 

firudion. 

Cugna therefore with all expedition failed for Soco* 
tora, where he quickly arrived with all his (hips. This 
i^nd is generally reckoned to be that formerly called 
Diofcoridut The country is very mountainous, and 
abounds in all kind of corn and fruits. The natives are- 
tawny. They profcfs the Chriftian religion : their chur* 
chcs are built after the manner of thofe in Chriften- 
dom. - They have croffes on their altars, but mak* 
no ufe of images. They keep the fame fafts as other 
Chriftians, which they religioufly obferve with the ftrift* 
eft abfUnence, not even earing fifh at fuch times. They 
ttiarry only one wife. They have likewife days fet 
apart in honour of the faints. Which they celebrate with 
, great folcmnity, and they pay tithes out of their corn 
and fruits to their priefts, with the utmoft punduality. 
Butnotwithftadding they affume the name of Chriftians,. 
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yet they feem to be quite ignorant of the doftrines of| 
Our holy rehgion. They know nothing of fhippiog, 
and are a people quite funk in lazinefs and indolcna 
Moreover, fuch is their pufillanimtty and want of 
fpirit, that they tamely fubmit thenifelves to the yoke 
of a few Arabians, and when opprcfled.in the moft 
grievous manner, they never once think of aflerting 
their natural liberty.. The king of Fartach, a pro- 
vince of Arabia Felix, at that time held them in the 
moft miferable thraldom -, and, in order to take away 
from them all hopes of liberty, he had built a fort near 
the fea, which he fortified and furnifhed with all. tnan- 
ner of warlike ftores, and appointed his fon, a youth 
of great bravery, to refide there as governor, 

Cugna determined if poffible, to make himfelf maftcf 
of this fort, that he might thereby dehver the Chri- 
ftians from flavery. However, he firft fent a deputy 
to Abrahem, the king's fon, commanding him imme- 
diately to evacuate the forr, and quit a country which 
his father had unjuftly feized. Abrahem returned for 
anfwer, that being fubjed: to his father alone, his or- 
ders he would pundlually obey, but he defpifed the 
commands of any other monarch. He thereiore bid 
our people prepare for war ; the affair, he faid, was 
not to be decided by empty words, but by force of 
arms. Cugna accordingly, with great expedition, got 
every thing ready for an affault, and founded the 
depth of the water in that part he thought moft proper 
for a defcent. But Abrahem in the night fortified thaS 
place, throwing up a trench, and ftationing fome fbl- 
diers for its defence. Cugna having ordered his mea 
to go aboard their long boats, formed them into two 
divifions, and he himfelf at the head of the firft, ap*' 
proached the (hore about day-break. . Albuquerque^ 
who commanded the fecond line, obferv^d another 
place, which, the water being high the day befoi;e, ap- 
peared then very dai gerous, but now it feemed quite 
ptherwifc : being relolvcd therefore to pjerplex the ene- 
my by a double danger^ he ordered his men to ro^^. 
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thither with all their vigour, where they accordingly 
landtd without the leaft obftruftion. Cugna not ob- 
fcrving this, made towards a grove of palm-trees over 
againft the ftation where fame of the enemy were 
pofbed* Abrahem having marched out of • the fort 
with a party of foldiers, was haftening to reinforce thofe 
who defended the trench: but having perceived Al- 
buquerque and his men drawn up on the Ihore, be di- 
reftly altered his courfe, and made towards the place 
wl\cre the greateft danger feemed to threaten. Albu- 
querque clad in armour, attacked him with vaft intre- 
pidity : Alphonfo Norhogna, one of Albuquerque's of- 
ficers, at the fame time likewife charged the enemy 
with great fury, fo that they were at laft obliged to 
retire. But Abrahem, in order to cover the retreat of 
his men into the fort, wichftood the fhock of our peo- 
ple with the utmoft refolution, and greatly diflinguifli- 
ed himfelf by his gailant behaviour. He was at laft 
left in the field wjth eight foldiers only. Norhogia 
obierving this haftened to engage him fingly : the 
confli<5t betwixt thefe two commanders, while it lafted 
was very fevere, but it continued but a ftiort time, for 
the Portuguefc coming up furrounded thefe few of the 
enemy, who feeing their fate inevitable, wererefoived 
to fell their lives dear: they accordingly fought with the 
moft defperate refolution, and, before they fell, wound- 
ed many of our people, 

Cugna in the mean while when endeavouring to land 

at the place he had fixed upon, was oppofed by the 

enemy's foldiers potted there for that purpofe. But 

having attacked them very bifkly, he at laft put them 

to flight, and the Portugucfe having got afhore purfued 

the enemy. Albuquerque's party having met with the 

enemy flying to the fort, drove them back again with 

great p recipitation : a few of them however got fafe 

; into the fort, Cugna being wholly irttent on befieging 

the fort, would not allow any of his men to purfue 

thofe who fled. The Portuguefe therefore, purfuant 

to his orders, came before the place, and attempted 
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to break down the gstfes, thinking that the ^nemj 
being (Iruck with a panic, would imke but a fi^m 
rcfiftance : but it happened quite ^thcrwife, for the be- 
fieged, from their towers, thiew ftones and aU mariner 
of miflive weapons on our people. A'buqucrque wa^ 
fo dunned with the blow of a ftone, that he continued 
fpeechlefs a confiderabje ume. Cugna^ thqn conirnand- 
cd a retreat to be founded, and ordered a large caor 
non, and the fcaling ladders to be brought aftiore. 
The piece being planted oppolite to the gates, fooDi 
dcmolifhed them. The enenriy feeing their gates broke 
down, and knowing their nuoibc^rsi to be fo fniall, thai 
they could not withftand the Portugu^fe ruJbing ia 
from all quarters, they therefore betook ihernfelves to 
the ftrongeft tower in the fort. Our people having 
forced their entrance, took pofllffion of another tQwec 
oppofite to that which the befieged intended to defend. 
The enemy made fo gallant a defence, that Cugna. 
wa$ not a little concerned to think that fycU brave td- 
loi*s fhould be thus flaughtered. , lie therefore gave 
them to undcrllarid by an interpreter, that hq wouU 
willingly {aye them, and give them liberty, on. condi^ 
tion they would furrender. They returned for anfwer, 
That they accounted an honourable death greatly prefer- 
able to a fbameful furrendry. The tower was at h& 
taken, with the flaughter of all thofe who defended it, 
excepting only one man, who proved a moft excellent 
pilot. Of the Portuguefe there were only eight killed, 
and about the fame number wounded. 

,The fort being thu5 taken, Cugna fent a jxieflcnger 
to the inhabitants of the town, to let them know, that, 
according to his royal mafter's inftruaiOn$^ he had 
come into thefe parts to reftore them to liberty ; for 
]plmmanuel could not endure to think; that a. Chriltian 
people fhould any longer groan under the oppreflign 
of the Arabians, The townfmen with uplifted hand^ 
returned thanks to heaven, for this deliverance, and 
prayed for profperity to Emmanuel. Cqgna and all 
the Portgguefe repaired to one of the Arabian piolques, 

which 
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\^hich bfeitig purififcd and confecrated, they performed 
divine worftiip there^ and offered up ihankfgivings 
for their fuccels. The fort having had leveral addi- 
tidhs ma^de to its fortifications, Alphonfo Norhogna 
v^zi appointed governor thereof purfuant to the orders 
of Ertirtianuel. 

Cugna failed thence fdr India oh the loth of Auguft 
1507, and having anchored in the port of Cananor, 
itiade a treaty of peace with the prince of that place. 
Hte proct^defd next for Cochin, where he was received 
by Alrticcd the viceroy with the higeft marks of ho- 
hdtir and affeftioh. A few days after his arrival, Al- 
tritid having retcived intelligence that there were fe- 
vcra! richly loaded Arabian fhips, lying in the port of 
Patlane, (a confiderable town belonging to the za- 
rttoriii, about fifty miles off) efcorted by a formidable 
fiect of Calicutiah ffiips of war, under the command of 
cfncf Cutial, a coitimander of great experience, he re- 
folvcd td attack thent in the harbour. Triftan Cugna 
ofitefed his fervice, and very readily joined him in this 
expedition. Almeed accordingly fct out for Pananc 
with twelve fhips of war, drawn up in line of battle. 
Tte viceroy having taken a captive, was informed by 
hitri that the enemy^s (hips were not yet launched, but 
lay along the river in their docks : Moreover, that 
Curial had fortified the mouth of the river on each fide 
with a rampai-t, which was defended by a ftronjg body 
of Ibldiers j that the town likewife was ftrongly for- 
tified, and v^ell garrifoned, and that Curial had under 
hi$ command 4000 men, pardy Arabians, and pardy 
naires in the zamorin^s fetvice. 

Alrneed had broiight with him only 700 Portuguefe. 
With this body he attacked the enemy in the follow- 
ing manner 5 it being now low water, neither the large 
fhips nor the galleys could fail up the river, he there* 
fore fent Pedro Barretto in a long boat with 30 men, 
to fall upon the enemy's fhips. Diego Pereira follow- 
ed next with thirty more, who were to attack the 
ftation at the mouth of the river, which feemed to 
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enemy 300 fell in' this action ; many Qiore perhap 
ivould have been killed, but Almeed would not allow 
his men to purfue them to any gre^t diftance. The 
Portugucfe had only eighteen killed, but feveral weic 
ivoundcd. All the enemy's cannon was carrited aboard 
the fleet, 

Almeed having been thus fuccefsful, departed fr^na 
Cananor, from whence he fent Triftan Cugna with &ve 
fhips richly loaded for Portugal. Th^ viceroy l?eing a 
jperfon who always ch^fe to keep alive the fpirit of bis 
men by a(flion, and to give the enemy as titde r# v 
poflibie. Tent Laurence Almeed with eight fltips to 
cruize on the Indian coall, and to annoy the A^T^\m 
veflels. Laurence having accordingly put to fe?, ^n- 
t(red feveral of the enemy's harbours, and firedL W^y 
of their fhips. He at length anchored in the port of 
Chaul, where he waited for fome merchant (hips com- 
ing from Cochin, which he was appointed to convoy. 
Chaul is a large and opulent city, almoft adjoining to 
the kingdom of Cambaye, through which tb? Indus 
takes its courfe, Whilft Laurence l^y here, he re- 
ceived intelligence that Campfon the Egyptian fijtafl 
had fitted out a formidable fleet to deftroy the P(»tu- 
guefe in India : this he did with an intenfion nor only 
to revenge the injuries done to himfclf, but alfo tQ affift 
the kings of Cambaye and Calicut, who being his al- 
lies, had fent letters to him earncftly entreating thai 
he would exert himfelf to root out a people (6 inve- 
terate againfl the Mahometans, and whp waptqd ta 
bring all India under their fubj^ftion. This, th^y&i^i 
might be eafily compafled, Goce the fultan was a mo- 
narch of great power, and had the braveft i;nen in to 
fcrvice : To that with his ftrength and theirs united* 
they made no queftion but they Ihould be able tOj 
crufh the Portuguefe with the utmoft facility. 

In this fleet the.fultan fent a confiderable number ^ 
Mamalukcs, a dynafl:y which once held the fovercigti 
of Egypt. They were originally the children of Cfti 
ftian parents, from whom being forcibly taken away 

6 cA' 



Book V. the f^clJkTOGuE § JE, Sec; ip^ 

thetr infancy, they were afterwards bred Maborttctans, 
and greatly diftinguilhed, themfelves by their warlike 
behaviour. The Indians had heard much of the rc- 
hoWn and htnt of the Romans, who oUtftrip'd all 
other nations in military glory * therefort when they firft 
beheld the bra Very and Svarlike prowefs of thefe foldicrs 
t)f the fiiltan, they were ft ruck with admiration^ and by 
way bf diftinftion calkd them Rumes, that is, Ro- 
mans. In like manH:?r^ when they afterwards became 
fcye-withefles of the gallantry and warlike (kill of the 
Pdrtuguefc, thty called them Franks, the famp of which 
people had been Vtry great in India, e\rer fince they 
took Jerufalcm under Gothifred. 

This formidable fleet manned with fo many brave 

foWi'ers, Varioufly afFeded the Indian princes. The 

Ifcfietiiicis of the Portuguefe Wtte mightily elated with 

the hopes of victory, whereas thofe in the intereft of 

Our people were filled with the utmoft apprehenlion. 

Ahnccd font fetters to his fdn^ ordering him not to 

wait the arrival of the enemy in India, but to fail di- 

te£tly to meet theni, and to engage them as foon as 

ijiofliblc rn the open fea. Laurence accordingly made 

all nedeflary preparadbns, and was haftening to draw 

out the fleets in order to fail fof Diu^ where he heard 

the enemy then lay ; but they were before hand with 

him, for they failed into the pol-t of Chaul to attack 

our people. The fultan's admiral was narried Mir- 

hocem, a man who had gready diftinguifhed himfelf 

for his bravery and experience in warlike affairs. He 

brought with him 6x galleys, and five large fhips. Be- 

fides Melichiax, the king of Cambaye's viceroy in Diu, 

fcnt him likewife thirty four floops of war well rilanned., 

and furhiflied with plenty of arms and ammunition^ 

The galleys and floops being rowed with oars, paffed 

along the coaft without being perceived t the five re- 

mainidg fhips making towards the harbour with a brifk 

gafej were at firft taken by our people for the fleet of 

Alphonfo Albuquerque^ who Was then daily cxpcdled 

from the Pcrfian gulph. The Portuguefe at the fight 
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of thcfe fhips were fo much fufpendcd betwixt hope 
and fear, that they remained for fome time motionleb ; 
for they did not heave up their anchors, nor put any 
thing in readinefs for an engagement, Mirhocem hav- 
ing a fair wind made up the river, and paffed the Por- 
tuguefe, and then difcharged fome balls and darts ; by 
which means he wounded feveral,and killed a Portugoefil 
nobleman named Roderigo Pereyra. Our people an- 
fwered them very briflcly, and killed or wounded ma- 
ny of the enemy. Mirhocem having failed up farther, 
came to anchor near the city, Mclichiaz, however, 
remained that day without the mouth of the harbour. 
Laurence thinking there was no timci to be loft, 
ordered to weigh anchor direftly, being refolved 
immediately to attack the enemy's flag-fhip : but as 
Mclichiaz had not entered the port, Mirhocem did not 
choofe to come to an engagement that day ; and that 
he might not be forced thereto, he fent out fome of 
his galleys to hinder the Portuguefe boats from heaving 
the anchors. 

The following day, however, Laurence having 
weighed, failed againft Mirhocem *s fhip, but the tide 
beginning to ebb, and the wind failing, he could not 
come clofe to the enemy ; the engagement was carried 
on at a little diflance, with the cannon and miffive wca- 
.pons ; but the enemy's flag- (hip being higher-decked 
than the Portuguefe veflcls, the weapons thrown from 
thence did confiderable execution amongft our people, 
and Laurence himfelf was wounded. Thofe aboard 
Laurence's (hip finding themfelves quite becalmed, and 
the tide againfl them, and that they could not come to 
clofe quarters with the enemy, they therefore advifcd 
the captain to tack about and return. But Laurence, 
fpurred on by heat of youth, and by a falfe notion of 
courage, would not liften to this advice, which to him 
feemed mod fcandalous. The reft of the officers, 
however, flood out againft his refolution; and whilfl 
they were confulting how they could extricate them- 
felves out of the prcfcnt difficulty, Laurence received 
.* - another 
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another defperate wound in the face from a dart. In 
order, however, to come as clofe to the enemy as poC- 
fible, he and Pedro Barreto forced their way up the 
river as far as they could. However, as they were 
yet unable to grapple the enemy, the fight was con- 
tinued with the cannon ; which being fired very briflc- 
ly on both fides, many were killed, and many fo de- 
Iperately wounded as to be obliged to quit the engage- 
ment. The Portuguefe galleys and the lower deck*d 
veffels, though the tide was againft them, made to- 
wards the reft of the enemy's Ihips, and attacked them 
with the utmoft refolution. Pelagio Soufa was the firft 
who boarded X)ne of their galleys, and was immediate- 
ly followed by Ambrofe Pazagna, Fernando Petreio 
Andrade, and Ibme others, who being fpurred on by 
the higheft emulation, fought with the greateft intre- 
pidity ; fo that this vcffel was foon taken, and all 
aboard killed. Duarte Petreio, in like manner, at-, 
racked and took another galley ; two more were like- 
wife taken by the Portuguefe captains, who command- 
ed the low decked Ihips, and the reft of the enemy's 
galleys Iheered oflf. The tide beginning now to turn, 
Pelagio Soufa and Diego Petreio, towed along the vef- 
fels they had taken to Laurence Almeed*s fhip;.and 
feeing the admiral himfelf, as well as moft of his men 
wounded, they advifed him not to offer to board the 
enemy's flag-lhip, but at a diftance to ply her and the 
reft of their fleet with the cannon ; for this was the 
fafcft way to fink them. But Laurence rejefted this 
advice, faying, that as the enemy's fliips were large 
and well furnished, it would therefore be better to take 
them, which he thought might be eafily done, than 
to deftroy them. 

The following day Melichiaz, who, as we mention- 
ed above, remained near the entrance of the river, 
having now the wind and tide favourable, failed to 
Mirhocem's Ihip, His arrival infufed frefli fpirits into 
the enemy, and threw the Portuguefe into the utmoft 
conftcrnation j for they had perceived nothing of this 
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fleet till it was juft at hand. The citizens of Chaol 
likcwife fct up fliouts of joy 5 ind ftk wed by thck 1 
whole behaviour, that the deftruftton of oar people I 
would afford them the greateft fatisfadtion. The Pd^ I 
tugucfc officers having held a council of war aboanl | 
cheadmiral) almod every one was of opinion, that asik 
greateft part of our foldiers were wounded, or fpent with 
fatigue, Laurence himfclf in fuch a dangerous condi- 
tion, the Portuguefe fliips very much fhattered, the 
enemy reinforced by fo confiderabie a fleer, artd the 
inhabitants of Chaul fo much bent againft our people^, 
for thcfc reafbns it would be the utmoft rafhne^ to re- 
main longer in that harbour r that therefore^ as focA as 
the tide and wind favoured, they ought to put out to 
fea in the filence of the night. This rcfolution bring 
unanimoufly approved of, they accordingly weighed, 
and fet fail about midnight : but this vva% ndt dohe 
with fo much fecrccy as to efcape the knowledge of 
the enemy, who having purfued the Portuguefe with 
the utmoft expedition, carne up with the admiral in 
the rear, which they furrounded. They gave her i 
fliot betwixt wind and water, fo that the fea breaking 
in upon her, (he could not be fteered ; and at laft raii 
aground on a fifherman*s bar, which lay concealed wn- 
dcr the water. Pelagio Soufa obferving this, tied a 
rope to her fr^om his galley, which he ordered to W 
rowed with the utmoft vigour ; but thp flvip was fixed 
in fuch a manner that Ihe could not be got off. Me^ 
lichiaz feeing that (he was unmoveabk, looked uport 
her as his own, and therefore haftened to furround th^ 
galley. The Portuguefe aboard this veffel, being moft- 
ly fpent with wounds or fatigue^ and finding them*' 
felves unable to withftand the ertemy, without Soufe*sf 
knowledge, cut the cable fattened to Laurence's (hipi 
This being done, the galley was hurried away with the 
utmoft rapidity by the violence of the tide; fo-fi ^ 
though Soufa called aloud to his men to return, yet . 
he could fay or do, availed nothings The veflcl wa 
carried at laft near to the place where Pedrd Barfctc 
: . . ' Duan 
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I>uarce Melos, Diego Petreio, and the reft of the 
Portuguefe corpi»aBders lay with their fhips. AH of 
fchem had the ftroBgeft defire to aflift Laurence in the 
prefent danger, but this^ to their regret, they were 
unable to do, beeauft of the violence of the tide 
againfl them. Laurence was advifed by his men to 
get aboard a proe, fent- to him on purpofe that he might 
ma^e hi» efcape. This advice he rejefted with the 
higheft indignation, and exprefied himfelf in the moft 
menafriiig language to the authors thereof : for he 
thought it wo4|ld have been molft fcandalous to By from 
a danger in which his fellows- foldiers were to be left. 
As for his part, be dreaded di(honour more than death* 
' pefides^ be poflfe^d ftrong hopes, that with the incon- 
fiderable force he had, he (hould be able to hold out 
againft the «nemy till the tide began to turn, when the 
reft of th« Poptuguefe veffels could come to his relief. 
In his fhip there were 100 men, 70 of whom were 
wounded. He formed them into three divifions, one 
of which he entrufted to Emmanuel Pazagna, to guard 
the hatchway, the fccond he gave to Francifco de Na- 
baez, to fccure the forecaftle, and the third he rcferved 
\ for himfelf, to defend the ftern. The ctierfiy feeing 
OUF peojJe fx-^paring to defend themfelves with the ut- 
moft resolution, did not choofe to come to clofe quar- 
tern with fuch a fet of refolute men, pufhed by ex- 
treme defpair, which will even make cowards fight 
with intrepidity. However, being within cannon (hot, 
^hey fired on Laurence's (hip very brilkly ; fo that no- 
ticing was to be feen butfmoak. Our people, in their 
torn, poured feveral Ihots into the enemy. Laurence 
animated his men by the mofl encouraging fpeeches ; 
was prefent every where, and performed the part of a 
moft excellent commander. Having at laft received 
a Ihorin his thigh, which quite difabled him, by his 
Qwn defire he was then placed in a chair lafhed to thei 
naaft • thence he gave orders to his men, and fpurred 
them on to fignalize themfelves by their gallant beha- 
viour, Whilft he was thus bufied, he received a (hoc 

in 



300 The H 1 s 1 R Y oF Bode 

in his brea(V» which killed him. The (hip had nowiofti 
her rigging, and was leaky in feveral places ; the em 
my endeavoured to board her thVice» but were as d 
ten mod vigoroufly repulfed. However, at the foun] 
attempt they forced their entrance, after a confideral 
flaughter. Our people, however, in this cxtremii 
fought with amazing courage, being relblved tofd 
their lives as dear as poflible. Melichiaz ol^rving tl 
gallant behaviour of the Portuguefe, could not endui 
to thinkthatfuch brave men (hould thus miferablyperif 
twenty now only furvived ; thefe he prefcrvcd witi 
the mofl: tender humanity. In the admiral about 8( 
men were killed, and about 70 more in the reft of die 
fhips, amongft whom were many perlbns of nohikf 
and renown. 

The other commanders, who were hindered by the 
tide from affifting Laurcntio, feeing the (hip taken 
and funk, thought their (laying longer would avail no- 
thing ; they therefore flood out to fea with crouded 
fails, and diredled their courfc for Cananor. Having 
reached this place, they difpatched from thence Pedro 
Gnaia for Cochin, to inform Almced of the deplor- 
able fate of his fon. This melancholy news filled the 
Portuguefe with the deepeft fbrrow ; for Laurence 
was not only a man of bravery, but alfo of the grcateft 
humanity : by which and his integrity fo much re-' 
fcmbling that of his father, he had made himfelf uni- 
verfally beloved 5 fo that his death wasunfcignedly re- 
gretted by all his friends and acquaintance. The king 
of Cochin was greatly afFefted with this misfortune^ 
and he went immediately to Almeed, partly to con- 
dole with him, and partly to folace him, that he migb^ 
not be too much deprcflfed by fo great a lofs. But 
Almeed, who on many occafions had fhewn himfeJf 
to be endowed with the utmoft fortitude of foul, at 
this time gave an illuftrious proof thereof ; for though 
he had loft his only fon, a youth no Icfs diftinguifced 
for his bravery than his virtuous difpofition, yet bd 

bore this misfortune in fuch a manner, that he fc^rn^^ 

tioC 
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ru>t to (land in need t>f any one to footh his forrow ; 
(Uy, he even advifed thofe about him not to give them«> 
Pelves up to mourning and lamentation. He faid, 
' That in his prayers he had never defired Jong life, 
^ but extraordinary virtue for his fon 5 for human life 

* was but a Ihort fpan, but the reward of virtue ever- 
f lading : that all our trials in this world flowed from 
^ a Divine providence ; and as for his part, he thanked 

* God, who had honoured his boy with fo glorious a 
« death. Befides, that he hoped the Almighty being 
f would reward the youth with a heavenly treafure^ 
^ which is incorruptible. But (added he) if there is any 

* one prefent who had an afFcftion for my fon, let him 
^^ Ihew ii by his aftions, and not by womanifh tears 5 

* ^for now J am determined to revenge his death •, and 

* he who affifts me with the greateft courage in this 
f affair, him will I eftecm with as much affcftion as I 
^did my own -fon.* Thefe, and fuch like expref- 
fionsj as they rendered him more worthy of ad- 
miration, fo likewife did they draw more tears from 
the fpedtators ; for the greater conftancy and fortitude 
of foul he feemed co poflefs, this made him appear to 
bp more worthy of pity and compaffion. 

Whilfl: thefe things happened in India, Emmanud 
^as extremely afliduous in carrying on his defigns in 
Africa. At this time he had formed a refolution to 
' take Azamor, an African town, fituatcd at the mouth 
of the riyer Ommiraby, near the Atlantic ocean, about 
80 mijcs north of Saffia. He was likewife the more 
irjduced to think he could carry this place,from the pro- 

* naifes of ^ certain Moorifh prince, who at this time 
arrived in PorcugaL His name was Zeiam ; he had 
reigned over the city of Miquenez, fituated in the in- 
land parts not far from Fez, and the neighbouring 
towns and villages belonged to his dominions. He was 
brQther-in-law to Mahumed king of Fez, who had 
niarried his After ; but Nazzarrio, Mahumed's brother, 
^ho fucfeeded to the kingdom of Fez, like a true 
MoQfj in viplation of all the ties of treaty and con. 

fanguinity. 
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fjfinguimty) attacked Zeiam, and drdve him out hk dd* 
minions. He being thus ftript of his crown, fled to 
Azamor ; for he thought he was beloved at this place^ 
and that the citizens therefore would receive hitn kind- 
Jy, and acknowltrdge his authority. Zelam, howevcf, 
being difappointed in his expeftatiotis from the inhs- 
bitants of this city, betook himfetf then to king Em* 
manuel, to whom he took the oaths of allegiance; M 
if his Portuguefe majefty would fit due a fmall fleet, 
he faid he would undertake to bring Azatli<^, and fe« 
veral other places under his power : for as he h^d ma- 
ny friends, relations, and vaidals in Azatnor, he niade 
no doubt but they would readily deliver up the city*, 
e^cially as they were at prcfent heartily tirSd of Ac ' 
tyrannica][ oppreflion which they grdaned uhdtr, ^nd 
moreover allured by the fame of Emrmartuel's ckm^ 
cy, they would gladly enrtbrace an opporttmhy of coftf- 
ing under his proreftion. Emmariuel confidefing the 
circumftances of this perfon •> that he had been treated 
moft injurioufly, and therefore had a juft caufe to hafbou? 
refentmcnt; and moreover, not perceiving thaf falfe- 
hood in this affair could be of any fervice to the afllfior,^ 
or perhaps chiefly aftuatcd by that principle which 
makes us believe thofc things to be true which we wifli 
to be fo, he gave credit to the Moor, and fitted ©tit ^ 
fleet which he gave to the coipmiand of John Menes^. 
The fleet failed fronfi Lifbon the 26ih of July 150^1 
with an army of four hundred horfe and twt> thoofand 
foot aboard. The Portuguefe foon arrived at the tt\c^tk 
of the river. In the filence of the night they faifed up 
with the tide ; and having come to an anchor uilder the 
walls of Azamor, began to fl:orm the city. The in- 
habitants made a gallant defence, difcharging upon the 
afTailants great qua^itities of torches, darts, afid Jeacfcfl 
bullets* They likewife attempted to burrl oar ftips 
with large beams of wood, which being pitched o^tf 
and lighted, they launched out of machines amon ^ 
the Portuguefe fleets Many of the enemy too, hi ' 

i ;• 
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5ng marched out of the city, patrolcd along the bankst 

of the river, and vigoroufly oppofed the landing of 

our forces. Menez every moment cxpedled the affift- 

ance of i^eiam ; but this man, ficlde and faichlefs, 

like the reft of his countrymen, though at firft he pro- 

mifed frcquendy to come, yet it was foon perceived 

that he only amufed Meriee with artful evafions ; nay, 

he at laft proceeded to open hoftilities againft our 

people. Having nqw come to an agreement with the 

cicizeQS, h^ hid fix thoufand men under his command ; 

thefe he drew up near the fhore, and was refblved to 

ufe his utmoft efforts to dcftroy the Portugucfc. Me* 

nez, qeverthelefs, landed all his forces, and encamped 

them near the Ihore, The Moors, knowing the coun* 

try to be convenient for their purpofes, placed them- 

feives in ambuih in three woody places betwixt the fliore 

and the walls* Another party having marched from the 

city, advanced to meet Mcncz, who was fer from dc^ 

dining an engagement. He drew up his men in three 

lines J the firft confifting of one hundred horfe, he gave 

10 the Conde di Tentugal ; and appointed John Maj 

fcaregn to command the fecond, which contained one 

hurKired and fifty horfe •, the third line, which con- 

fifted qf ^ battalion, with two hundred and fifty 

horfe on the right and left wings, he rcferved for him- 

felf. In this order Menez attacked the enemy, who 

being, unable to withftand the charge of fo ftrong a 

body$ fled into the town with much greater fpeed than 

they dcfigned ; for their fcheme was to have retreated 

gradually till they had drawn Menez into the ambuC- 

cade, when the Moors were to have rufhed forth, and 

the Portuguefe bf ing thus furrounded, might have been 

eafily cqt to pieces. The townfmen being afraid that 

our people prcffing clofe on the enemy flying, might 

force their entrance ipto the city, immediately fhut the 

gates. The Moors, who were thus excluded, having 

faced about, fought with the moft defperate refolution ; 

and the conflidb was accordingly renewed with the 

keeneft obftinacy qn both fides. But thofe who lay in 

ambufb. 
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ambulli, having ru(hed forth, charged the Portugucfe 
with great fury ; but the Conde di Tcntugal, and John 
Mafcaregn, who were left with their men by Mcncz 
as a body of rcferve, gave them a warm reception. 
Zeiam immediately haftened with a ftrong reinforce- 
ment to afljft his people, and the Moorifh cavalry pour- 
ing in from the neighbouring villages, attempted to 
furround the Portugucfe. 

' Mtnez finding himfelf thus threatened with danger 
on all fides, thought it mod expedient to retreat ; he 
accordingly drew off his men without the Jeaft dif- 
ordcr or confufion. The body of referve hearing the 
retreat founded, immediately broke through the Moors 
who had rufhed from the ambuih, and Menez in the 
rear, with the utmoft intrepidity repulfed chofe who 
prefled on him from the town. Thus our people hav- 
ing firft got to their camp, betook themfelves after- 
wards to their fhips. In this adion fixteen Portugucfe 
were killed, amongft whom were feveral perfons of 
nobility and diftinguifbed courage. Of the enemy, 
as it was afterwards found, there fell one thoufand three 
hundred and fixty men. John Roderigo Sala had his 
horfe killed, and he himfelf would certainly havefhared 
the fame fate, had it not been for John Homo and 
Fernando Faria, two brave men, who, by their gallan- 
try, r^fcucd him from the mod imminent danger. The 
Moorifh officer, who had killed Roderigo*s horfe, be- 
ing flain by Faria, Roderigo then mounted the Moor's, 
and m^de his efcape. Menez being greatly difcouraged 
by Zeiam*s perndy, and, at the fame time, knowing 
the town to be ftrongly fortified and garrifoned, con- 
cluded it to be almoft imprafticable to take it with (o 
fmall a force, and therefore refolved to wafte no lon- 
ger time in the fiege. But the moon being then in 
the decreafe, #he tides were fo Ibw, that the (hips had 
not a proper dtrpth. Befides, the mariners heaved up 
their anchors, and made ofF with fo much precipita- 
tion, that feme of their fmaller vefTcIs bulged upon the 
fbelves, and funk. Dne of the largeft galleys having 
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tin aground, was furrounded by the enemy, who kill- 
ed thirty of the rowerSji and then fired her. Thefe 
ttifen, however, made ^ brave defence, and before they 
fell killed eighteen of the enemy. Menc^ now flood 
out to feaj and fleered for the ftreights of Gibraltar. In 
his way thither he took fome (hips •, and having touch- 
td at Alcazar-Quivir, where there was a Portugnefc 
garrifon, according to Emmanuers ordersj he left John 
Roderigo Sala as governor of the place. 

In the mean while a report prevailed, that the king 
of Fez was advancing to befiege Ar2ii]a, with a for- 
midable body of troops. The affair had been carried 
on with (b much fecrecy, that the army was levied, 
furniflied with artillery and all manner of warlike 
ftores, and ready to march before any one Could con- 
jedture the king^s defign : he was at the head of 20000 
horfe, and 1 20000 foot, Vafco Coutign Cundc di Borbc 
was at that time governor of Arzila. As foon as he 
heard of the enemy's approach, he fent a party Cjf his 
foldiers to take fome Moors by furprize. This being 
accordingly put in execution, he learnt from the cap- 
tives the king's defign, the number of his army, and 
fevery other particular of which he wanted to be in- 
formed* He then difpatched an exprefs to Duarte Me 
ncz^ commandant of Tangier, and another to' John 
Mehez, then cruizing on the neighbouring coafts, in- 
forming them of the danger with which he was threa- 
tened. 

On the 19th of Odtober J508, the king of Fez 
came before the city. The following day the enemy 
having moved up tlieir covered galleries and mantelets, 
tad all other implements for a fiege, they began to 
cannonade and undermine the walls, and to throw greats 
tiumbers of darts amongft the befiegcd. The garrifon 
confifted only of four hundred men, who ufcd their 
wtmoft efforts to withfland the enemy* The aflault 
^as continued inceffant till night. Next day our people 
faw themfelves blockaded on all fides by the enemy, 
>^ho had placed ftrong ftations, thrown up ramparts. 
Vol. I. X and 
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and ranged their artillery in order. Th«y had lii^- 
wife crefted batteries, and planted cannon along the 
fliore to hinder the befieged from receiving any fix- 
cour by fca : they had alfo placed large cafks filled witl 
earth and fand, in order to cover them from the Pot- 
tugucfc cannon. Befides, feveral of them were armei 
with flings, crolsbows, and mufquets •, thefc as ibon as 
they few any of the befieged on the walls, diredly let 
fly at them ; fo that it was with the greareft danger 
that any of our people durft fhew thcmfclves on the 
battlements. Moreover, the enemy under cover of 
their galleries, fapped the walls with the utmoft expe- 
dition i fo that having a continual fupply of frelh men, 
and the work being carried on without intermiflTion, 
that very day ^ confiderable part of the wall was laid 
in ruins. The enemy immediately mounted the breach. 
Coutign with fifty men oppofed them with great cou- 
rage, but having received a terrible wound in his arm 
with a dart, he was obliged to retire to the fort, leav- 
ing George Barreto his fon-in-Iaw, to command in his 
abfence. The Portuguefe foldiers finding themfelves 
overpowered by numbers, and diflieartcned by the de- 
parture of CoutigD, fled into the fort. Every thing 
now had a moft difmal appearance in the city, from 
the ftirieking of the women, and the difl:raAion of the 
foldiers, who had neither refolution to fly nor to die 
bravely. The enemy committed the utmofl: barbari- 
ties for their inhumanity was fuch, that they /pared 
neither ftx nor age. The inhabitants thronged into 
the fort in fuch crouds, that they hindered each other. 
The miferable outcries of thofe who could not get en- 
trance, and of the women, efpecially with their chil- 
dren in their arms, imploring companion not only for 
themfelves, but for their babes, quite difpirited thofe 
in the fort, and rendered them almoft: lifclefs. The 
: enemy preflcd upon our people flying, and endeavour- 
-cd to force their way into the fort: the gates, how- 
ever, were at laft fliut with great difiiculty, but feve- 
ral 
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ral of the inhabitants being left without were cruelly 
maflacrcd. The enemy then plundered the city. 

Menez having received ah exprefs concerning thh 
flifafter, immediately failed with fome fhips for Arzila; 
but when he reached the mouth of the harbour, the 
weather was fo ftormy that he couid not enter : for 
when thp wind is high, this haven is ex;tremely dan- 
gerous, by reafon of its great number of (helves. Be- 
fides, he did not choofe to venture -till he knew whc- 
ther the fort was taken by the enemy : for if this was 
the cafe, he faw plainly that it would be to no purpofe, 
and the higheil madnefs to go afhore with fo fmall a 
force to engage fo numerouis an enemy. He lay at an* 
thor three days, uncertain how to aft in fuch a critical 
junfture. He at laft difpatched two trufty friends, in a 
long boat well manned, to try if they could approach 
jhe fort fituate upon the fea coall. They accordingly, 
with the utmoft danger, forced their way through the 
Wifterous waves, amidft the fire and darts difchargcd 
from the enemy*s ftations ; thofe in the fort having de- 
fcried, the long-boat, hung out the Portuguefe ilandard 
from a window, and called aloud Portugal, Portugal. 
The women too, in the fort, held out their children 
in their arms, in order to excite the compaflion of thofe 
without, and to ftir them up to bring fuccoar in the pre- 
fent extremity. Coutign fenttwomcn who could fwim 
welljwith letters for Menez, informing him of themifer- 
able condition of our people in the fort, and telling him 
the readied way to fupply them with provifions, by 
the. want of which they were gready diftrcfled. Mc- 
, i^ez without delay put his foldiers aboard the lowed 
deckt veffels, fuch as might ride mod fafcly in the 
ftallow harbour. He likewifc made public proclama- 
tion, that all thofe who by the laws were condemned 
to fufFcr death or banifhment,- (hould have a free par- 
don, provided they behaved with gallantry on this 
occalion. Moreover, he promifed to give five hun- 
dred ducats as a reward, to the man who fhould nrd 
Venture alhorc. 

X 2 The 
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The following day the Portuguefc rowed up towardJ 
the harbour ; Coutign having perceived them from the 
fort, according to his agreement with Menez, fentoul 
at the poftern gate thirty of the cavalry on borfeback, 
and fome others a-foor, on whofe courage he greatif I 
relied, to affift our people when they difemterkcdJ 
This was a (ignal to Menez to land his forces ; k 
therefore firft ordered his men to make a general dif- 
charge of their cannon, and to pour their darts upon 
the enemy : this being done, the enemy had matiy of 
their men killed, and quitted the fhore in the utmoft ' 
conflernation. The Portuguese . drove with emuliti* 
who (hould land firft ; fome being pufhed on by tU 
promifed reward, fome by the hopes of indemnityi 
ivhilft others were incited to encounter the danger from 
a love of glory and renown. The firft man who got 
afliore was Triftan Menez, who came in John Rode- 
rigo Sala's boat, followed by thofe of John Roderigo, 
and Henry Menez. Next to thefe came John Homo 
in his boat. Of the chief officers, John Mafcarcgn, 
mafter of the light horfe, was the firft who landed. A 
confiderable body of the enemy now advanced againft : 
our people, and the conflifl: was begun with great fu- j 
ry on both fides. Many of the enemy being kilH | 
and many wounded, they at laft retired. The Per- j 
tugucfe \hen aflfaulted and took the neareft of the lo- 
tions : thofe who fallied out of £he fort greatly di- 
ftinguifhed themfclves on this occafion. Six pieces of 
cannon taken from the enemy were carried into the 
fort, whither likewife were fcnt two hundred men coin* 
manded by John Mafcaregn, with a fupply of provH 
fions, arms, and ammunition. This feafonablc rclW 
gave great Ipirits to the befieged, who had hitherto 
endured the utmoft hardlhips : for as the enemy ^f' 
tacked them unexpeftedly, thofe in the fort were «»• 
provided with every thing necefTary towithftand afiegj^ 
They were alfo worn out with thirft, hunger, watch- 
ing, and fatigue : moft of them were likewife wound- 
. cd ; fo that there was hardly one man amoDgft ^^cbJ 
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able to throw a weapon. The Condc di Tcntugal was 
terribly wounded by abuUec on the fhore, and was 
therefore obliged to return to Tangier, from whence he 
caoie; Emmanuel Coutign, and John Pimenta, were 
killed in this aClion, and many other brave men, 
who. that day greatly fignalized themfelves by their gal- 
lant behaviour. 
' Menez had lent exprefles to Emmanuel, defiring 
him to fend fu€Gour with all pofTible expedition. H^ 
had likewife diTpatched me0engers into Spain to the 
lame purpofe, Pedro Navarre, a gentleman of high 
renown, was at that time admiral of a Spanilh fleet 
lying in the harbour of Gibraltar, him Menez alfo 
earneftly folicited for aid ; all of them accordingly pre* 
pared to bring afliftance without delay. Meanwhile 
the fort was ftormed with the utmoft vigour ; nor wa$ 
the Icaft refpite given to the befieged. The firft per- 
Ibn who brought afllftance from Spain was king Fer* 
dinand*s lord lieutenant of Xerez ; his name, how- 
ever, I do not find recorded in hiftory. He failed with 
one (hip well manned, and furnifhed with proviGons 
and all manner of warlike ilores. The enemy had fo 
fortified themfelves with trenches, that the cannon froni 
the fort could do them very little damage ; he there- 
fore cmized along the coafi: till he camie oppofite to 
the weakeft part of the enemy's camp, when firing 
very brifldy he threw them into theutmoft conrternation ; 
and when the enemy pointed their cannon againfl: him, 
he tacked about with fo great expedition, that he baffled 
all their efibrts. He made a fecond attack on them 
when they dreamt nothing of the matter, and annoyed 
them in 6ach a manner, that he obliged the king of 
Fez to move his camp. Pedro Navarre being an active 
and indefatigable man, foon Ukewife came to the afiifti- 
ance of our people with three thouiand five hundred 
foldiers under his command : he and Menez having 
entered into a confultation about what meafures were 
proper to be purfued, refolved next day to attack the 
leneipy's camp. The king finding that pur people had 

X I received 
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received fuch a confidcrable reinforcement, began now 
to give over all thoughts pf toniinuing the ficge of tkc 
fort, and ordered the town to be fired. 

There was at this time, in the king of Fez's camp, 
a nobleman whom Menez had taken prifoner in battle, 
and had treated, during his captivity, with the utmoll 
civility and politcnefs ; this perfon, after he wasranfooi^ 
cd, bcftowed the highcft encomiums on the Portu- 
jgucfe commander ; he fen t a mf.frenger,defi ring that 
he might be allowed to pay his refpefts to Menez, This 
favour being grantpd, he accordingly waited on hitn, 
attended with twenty of the Moorifh cavalry. After 
^ good deal of friendly convcrfation, * Sir (faid the 
Moor) you have not a little added to the glory of 
your exploits by relieving the city againft fo power- 
ful a monarch : you have certainly greatjy gained the 
afFedipns pf the citizens, fince the fort, in all pro- 
bability, h^d it not been for your prefence, wouU 
now have beep under pur power : but fo illuftrious 
an adion could only have b^en atchieved by f«ch 
bravery as you poiTefl, and which you have always 
difplayed in fo confpicuous a manner.' To this Me- 
i)ez replied, « If (faid he) I have relieved the city at 
this critical junfture, it will appear to thofe who con- 
fider rightly, that I have but a fmall fliare in the 
honour, it redounds entirely to the glory of my 
royal matter, under whofe guardianlhip and direc-r 
tion fo many braver men than I have been bred up. 
. Your king piay likewife boaft with juftice, that he 
has not only attacked one of Emmanuel^s cities, bi^f 
alfo got it jnto his pofleffion by force of- arms : that 
he fhook the wajis, that he took the city, that he 
. .ftormed the fort ; ajl this was praife- worthy : but as 
to his fetting fire to the houfes and buildings, tii^ 
was difhoriourable and unbecopiing a prince, The 
war is yet unfinifihed ; if he hoped then for vi£toryt 
hpw could he be fo blind to his own intcreft as to dc' 
ilrqy by fire a city of which he expeded to become 
abfolute matter ? Or if he defpair^d qf fuccefs, ^^^ 
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it riot bafe in him to be thus ^duated by fuch a ma- 

* licious rcfentment? Was it for this that he levied fo 
' confidierable an an army, to declare war againft the 

* walls and roofs of the houfes ?* No, replied the Moor, 

* our king is far from being a perfon of fuch a mean 

* diipofition; on the contrary he is a prince of a truly 
^ great and magnanimous foul : nor did he raife an 
*'army to demolifli your houfes, but to wage war 

* with a warlike and renowned prince: and though he 
••has failed in his attempt, yet furely no diflionourable 
•reflexions can, withjuftice, be thrown upon him on 
•that account : it is tne part of a prince who afpires 

* after glory to embark in great and difficult enterpri- 

* zes, but the fuccefs depends not on the bravery of 
* ' men, but on the will of the Almighty. As to what 

* you mention about fifing the houfes, lean affureyou 

* that it has been done without the knowledae of his 

* majefty. As foon therefore as I fee the king, I will 
'inform him thereof, and I make no doubt but he 

* will give immediate orders to excinguifh the fire.' 

The Moor then departed, and foon after, by the 
king's command, the enemy extinguifhed the fire 
with all poflible diligence and expedition. Many 
people imagined that ths king himfclf was amongft 
the Moor's attendants : for he had exprcfled a ftro/^g 
defire to fee Menez, who at that time was much cele- 
brated and held in the higheft admiration by the Ara- 
bians th^mfelves. The king teing the fort fo con-, 
fiderably reinforced, and at the fame time being inform- 
ed th^t there was a fleet expefted in a few days from 
Portugal, thought it would be extremely dangerous to 
remain any longer before Arzila, he accordingly raized 
the fiege chat nighty and marched to Alcazar- Qui vir. 
Next morning Menez entered the city wirh all his for- 
ces with flying colours: Cogtign, with his wife, ap4 
all the citizens who had been in the fort, came forth to 
meet him in the mofl: joyful manner, and returned 
thanks to him as to a father, who had given life tQ 
them all. 

X 4 When 
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When Emm^nuplfirft received news of the kingc^cz's 
being before Ar^ila, be was at Evorat and be refolved 
to go in perfon to relieve the place : he accordingly dif- 
patchcd circular letters to all the cities in Portugal, Sum- 
moned together all the nobility, and he fent all tli; 
troops he could levy with the utmoft expedition to the 
kingdom of Algarve, in order to be in readineis to 
p.ift over into Africa. Four days afiierwards he «- 
ceived another exprefs from Mene? infornfiiog, hioi, 
that the city was in the hands of the eneoiys the fort 
befiegcd and reduced to the greateft extremity ; Em- 
manuel, as foon as he received this intelligence, (wdercd 
a horfe to be faddled, and polled away for Alganre 
with only feven or eight attendants. He continued bis 
journey night and day, hardly giving himielf dme for 
refrefhment ; for he was fenfible of the danger of delay, 
cfpecially in warlike affairs, fince an. opportunity of pe^ 
forming an illuHrious exploit once paffed, can never be 
recalled : befidcs he looked upon it to b^ the part of 
a fearful indolent man to bewai} an opportunity which 
he had flipped ; for the man of true bravery and ac- 
tivity ought to grafp at the prcfent time^ and to 
omit nothing to improve it to the bcft advantage; 
Moreover he confidered it as qioft fcandalous for J 
king not to afSft bis fubjefts in diftrefe, thofe cfpcci- 
alLy who in his fervice had been reduced to the utmoil 
• extremity. Incited by thefe confiderations, he puflicd 
on with fo much fpeed, that bis horfe dropt dqwo 
dead with the fatigue, jn the mountains which divide 
Algarve from the refl of Portugal, There he received 
a third exprefs, giving an account of the reinforce- 
ments arrived at Arzila, and the fupply of men, 
provifions, and warlike (lores conveyed into the fort, 
notwithftanding all the enemy's oppoficion. EiMOJa- 
nuel, however^ remitted nothing of the aftiyity witji 
which he had begun: he accordingly continued hts 
journey, and came at length to Tavira. This alacrity 
and forwardnefs of the king, raifed fuch a fpirit amongn 
the fortuguefe, that valt numbers of horfe and foot 
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flocked to him from all quarters; fo that after five 
day3 fiay at T^vira, be h^d an aripy of above 20000 
roen. Moreover, according to his orders, fever^l (hips 
caipe thither from Lisbon with cannoq, provifions, and 
abundance of warlike (lores : he accordingly madp all 
e^pe^ition to get the fleet ready, but when he was a* 
bout to embark his troops, he received apother ex- 
prefs with the niews that the fiege w^s raifed, and that 
the king jof Fez deipaipng pf fuccef^, had difbanded 
his army. 

Emtnatiuel neyerthelefs refolvecj tq pafs over into 
Africa, blit was difTuaded from this refo)ution by feveral 
periqns famed for their ability in cpuncil. ^ Your nia- 

* jcfty* faid they, * has now no occafipn to go to raife 

* the fiege ; this is already done : and if ypu want to 

* fijbdue Africa, you have not a fufficijcnt force to carry 

* this dcfign into execution : it will therefore be unbe- 
^ coming fo great a monarch to undertake what is un- 

* neceflary, or to attempt what you cannot glorioufly 

* accoropliih. Your paffing over into Africa will then, 
^ and not till then, be npble and commendable, when 

* you are able to effeft what you purpofe in making a 

* defcent into that country 5 for otherwife indeed of 
^ acquiring glory in the expedition, you will incur 
^ difgrace. At prefent it not a little redounds to your 
^honour, that ahandfulof your fubjeds have (haine- 

* fully repulfed the king of Fez, and forced him to 

* raife the fiege : we hope therefore your majefty will 

* be cautious not to fully this glory by ap unfuccefsfi|l 

* attempt ; for if you (hould pafs oyer info Africa, if 

* will not be fufficient that you overthrow the Mpora 
^ in one or two battles, it will be e^cpe^ed that yoii. 

* fhould reduce the whple cppntry under yowr firt^eq-. 
^ tion t and if yop fall (hprt of people's expeditions, 

* this will grfsatly d||pinifli your f^pie and reputation. 

* We therefore would humbly advife ypu to defer this 

* enterprize tijl another opportunity, when you ihall 

* have a fufficient ftrcngth to put your dcfign into ex- 
. I epption whI) facility, ^nd without fullying tW ho- 

^ nour 
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^ nour gained already by your arms.* By thcfe arid 
fuch like arguments ofthofc unwarlike men, Emma- 
nucl was diverted from his refolution, in which had he 
perfifted, he would in all probability have gained itn- 
mortal fame; for at this junfture there was the moft 
favourable opportunity. The Moors being bound by 
no principles of religion nor loyalty, had nothing to' 
reftrain them from a (hameful cowardly behavior, and 
the greareft part of them were unprovided with arms : 
their princes too were at variance amongft themfelvcs, 
and the more powerful tyrannized over the weaker, 
whilft thefe provoked by oppreffion, hatched all man- 
ner of mifchicf againft the former. Add to this, that 
the people in general being of a perfidious difpofition, 
and fond of change, would very probably, as foon as 
an opportunity offered, have given proofs thereof, 
and for a fmall bribe have betrayed their princes. Be- 
fides^ the country was extremely fit for maintaining an 
army, for it abounded in all the neceffaries of life, and 
the natives being great lovers of money, woqId,at a fmall 
expence, have fupplied our people with corn and other 
provifion's from aH quarters ; and if the Portuguefe had 
ufed their vidlory with clemency and moderation, doubt- 
Icfs^ the' Moors engaged by fuch lenity, would have bcr 
come fincerely attached to his Portuguefe majefty. Thus 
every thing with refpeft to the enemy, was in the 
very fituation which Emmanuel could have wilhed 
for. Moreover amongft the Portuguefe, there pre- 
vailed at this tin^ the higheft fidelity and affcftion for 
their prince, together with a martial boldnels fit ro car- 
ry on the mod warlike enterprizes. Befides, (uch was 
the general fpirit throughout the kingdori=i, that moft 
of the nobility would, at their own expence, have 
been ready to affift his majefty in fo great an enter- 
prize. And if the king's going to the rertioteft part; 
of Portugal with fo much expedition, raifed fo'great an 
emulation thrbughout the whole kirigdom, that fuch 
numbers repaired to his ftandard in fo ftiort a time, 
what might not- have been expcded had this army 

4 paffe4 
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Eaffcd over into Africa? Moreoyer, as troops could 
ave been fo eafily embarked from Spain, in all pro* 
bability Emmanuel might have had confiderable re- 
inforcements from that kingdom. As the fuccefs of 
war depends greatly on circumftances and opportunity, 
and ihefe feemed to cocur at prefent in favour of the 
Portuguefe^ we may therefore reafonably conclude that 
Emmanuel, with an army of fo much fpirit and ala- 
crity, would have eafily routed and totally fubdued an 
enemy fo full of panic, and already difpirited by 
their lofles. The king, in forming fuch a noble refolu- 
rioa, difcovered a great and afpiring Ibul, and was cer- 
tainly to be highly commended -, nor can we help 
finding fault with thofe timorous counfellors who dif- 
fuaded him from fuch a glorious cnterprize. 

The king, however, notwithftanding he wasdifluaded 
from his rcfolution of going in perfon into Africa, yet 
took care that every thing ncccflary for the fecurity of 
our people in that country Ihould be provided with the 
utmoft expedition ; he immediately fent a reinforce- 
ment of foldiers to Arzila, with a (tore of provifions^ 
ammunition, and a number of workmen to repair the 
walls and houfe^, and to ftrengthen the fort with new 
and ftronger fortifications. Fpr this town, by reafon 
©f the adjacent fertile champian country, and its natural 
fituatioh, was.eftecmed the moft important place which 
the Portucuefe poffefTcd on that coaft. Emmanuel fcnt 
fix thoufand ducats as a prefent to Pedro Navarre, who 
would by no means accept it ; for he faid what he ha4 
done, was on the account of his royal matter Ferdi* 
nand, J^y whom alone he expected to be rewarded fof 
his* fcrvice. The lord lieuenant of Xerez in like marr- 
ner refufed an offer of rhe fame nature. Both of them, 
however, were afterwards amply rewarded by Emma- 
nuel. Menez, after the fort was fupplied with men 
and provifions, returned to Portugal, where he was 
received by his majefty with the higheft marks of 
honour and a6e<9:ion. 

This 
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This year there happened fome conteft betvixt Etn-* 
manuel and Joan, daughter to Ifabel and Ferdinands 
in relation to the boundary of their dominions^ firmly 
fixed by John king of Portugal and their Caftilian mar 
jellies ; but the dilpute was at laft adjufted with great 
friendlhip and moderation on both (ides. Emmanuel 
gave up all pretenfions to the greateft part of Mau« 
ritania, as of right belonging to the Spaniards. Joan 
jn hcrr turn refigned all her pofleflions in iEtbbpia, 
which (he found by articles of treaty to hgve been 
afligned to the Portuguefe. 

Towards the end of this fame year, Emmanuel feat 
Several perfons eminent for their learning and piety 
to Congo, to inftiU^i: the people in the principles of the 
Chriftian religion. 

' But to return to the affairs of India, We have al- 
ready mentioned Triftano Cugna's voyage to India, the 
(ities which he attacked and took by ftorni, his arri- 
val with the fleet at Zocotora, his nuking himfelf ma- 
fier of the fort built there by the king of CaxeiH) where 
he left Norhogna governor. Thence he fleered foe 
India, and foon after returned to Portugal. We come 
now to relate the exploits of Alphonfo Albuquerque, 
^ter Triftan Cugna*s departure. He had been left 
by Triftan admiral of the fleet, to cruize on the Ara- 
bian coaft to intercept the enemy's (hips, and to an- 
Doy them as much as podible ; but Albuquerque being 
a man of a great and afpiring foul, difdained to watch 
for his prey like a pyrare, and refolved to ajchieve fome 
important exploit. He accordingly formed a defign 
to attack the kingdom of Ormuz. The ifland is (ix- 
teen miles in circuit, it lies within the mouth of the 
l^erfian gulph, lepirated from Carainania by a ftreight 
of the fcii four leagues broad, and \l is thirteen diftant 
from Arabia. The name of the iQand feems to be taken 
' from the ancient city of Armuza in Caramania, and 
in all probability it was firft. peopled by a colony trans- 
planted from thence. The place is fandy and barren, 
amLthe foil/o very poor, that it produces nothing fit 

for 
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fbrhuttian fuftenance, neither by nature nor by the mod 
labbfious cultivation : the people likewife are extremely 
pinched for water, there being only three wellsin the whole 
ifland, and thefe at a corifiderable from the city ; fo that 
the inhabitants are obfiged to have water, as well as all 
Other prOvifions, imported frorn Caramani a, Arabia, and 
the neighbouring countries. There is a remarkable hill in 
the ifland,. which on one fide yields a vaft quantity of 
fulphur, and on the other many mines of fait pctre* 
There are two commodious havens in the place, one 
fituated on the eaftern, and the other in the weftern 
fide of a ridge of land, Which runs out a confidera- 
ble way into the fea. The convenient fituation and 
fecurity of thefe two harbours, induced many merchants 
to put in there from Arabia, India, and many other 
Countries. The refort to the ifland became at laft fo 
great that a city was built in the plain, which in a little 
time became famous for its wealth and numbers. The 
ftreets are broad ahd ftraight ; the houfes confift of 
feveral ftories, and are built with great magnificence. 
The king's palace is not only a grand and princely 
building, but alfo fortified againft all hofliile attempts. 
The heat is very intenfe here ; in order to fcreen them- 
felves from which, the natives ufc various arts and 
contrivances. The inhabitants are chiefly Arabians 
and Per flans, who follow the Mahometan religion : 
they are a people very much given to detraftion, and 
extremely addidbed to venery. They oblige their wo- 
rnen to go veiled, that they may not be feen by fl:rang- 
crs : the men in general are of a genteel make ; they 
are great lovers ofmufick, and drcfs very elegantly: 
they fpend a good deal of their time in warlike exer- 
cifcSj'andin reading, alfo being particularly delighted 
With hiftory. Men of learning are held in thd higheft 
cfl:eem amongft: them, and nothing is accounted more 
honourable than to fl:udy under fuch learned perfons. 

Their government is founded on the moft falutary 
laws. Every thing is fold by weighty and to make 
ttfc of falfc fcales or wcighis is punifhed as the moft: in- 
famous 
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famous crime ; for they look upon a man guilty of 
fuch a fraud to be the greateft enemy and dilgrace to 
civil fociety. Though the ifland of itfelf produced 
none of the neCcflarics or conveniencies of life, yet 
here you might fee greater plenty of thcfe, as well 
as all luxurious fuperHuities, than in mod other coun- 
tries of a richer and more fertile foil ; for the piace^ 
poor in itfelf, having become the jgreat mart for the 
commodities of India, Pcrfia and Arabia, was thus a- 
bundantly flocked with the produce of all theie countries. 
The kings of Ormuz being enriched by the duties laid 
on goods imported, were enabled by this means to 
maintain vaft armies, and confequently to extend their 
dominions ; accordingly they reduced under their pow- 
er mod of the neigbouring iflands, and feveral cities 
alfo in Arabia and Caramania : but the princes by de- 
grees growing enervated with eafe and luxury, theii: 
rich and ambitious miniders at lafl: ufurped the whole 
power, and made ufe of the public revenues to pro« 
mote their own villainous purpofes, leaving only the 
empty found of royalty to the king. Such was the fitu- 
ation of affairs in the ifland of Ormuz, at the time 
when Albuquerque formed the defign of bringing it 
under the power of Emmanuel. 

He accordingly fet fail from Zocotora on the 20th 
of Auguft 1507, and fbon reached the extremity of a 
promontory in Arabia called Cape Rozalgate, by the 
ancient geographers Corodam. The commanders who 
embarked with him in this expedition, were Francifco 
Tavora, Emmanuel Tellez, Alphonfo Lopez Cofta, 
Nunez Vafco de Albicaflro, Antonio de Campo, and 
John Nunez. The troops aboard thefe fliips aritounted 
to four hundred and feventy foldiers. With this«fmall 
force he failed into thefe part?, in order to attack fo 
opulent a kingdom. Having cruized along the Ara- 
bian coaft, the firft town which he reached belonging 
to Ormuz was Calaiates, fituated within the mouth of 
the gulph. Here he came to anchor with his fhips, and 
oSerfd peace to the inhabitants, on condition they 

would 
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would fupply his fleet with provifions ; which they ac- 
cordingly did. He then proceeded to the cown of 
Curiate, where when our people were about to refrefli 
themfelves with viftuals, they found, they had been 
fnoft egregioufly impofed upon. For the inhabitants 
of Caliates had put a great quantityof. dirt and filth 
into the cafks which they pretended to fill with pro- 
vifions, and in order to carry on the deceit, had ftrowed 
the top with all forts of food. However, they afterwards 
fuffercd the punilhment they defcrved for fuch a fcan- 
dalous fraud : but the inhabitants of Curiate feemed 
not difpofed to deal with artifice, but made an appear- 
ance to repbife the Portugucf^ by force of arms. The 
perfon who goverjied this town in the name of the king 
of Ormuz, was a brave and gallant man : he had for- 
tified the harbour with a ditch and rampart, and placed 
ftrong garrifons of foldiers, with which he trufted he 
ihould be able to defeat a much greater ftrength than 
that of our people. Full of thefe hopes he rejcdted of- 
fers of peace. Albuquerque, after holding a council of 
war, landed his forces in good order : three thoufand 
of the enemy drawn up on' the fhore endeavoured to 
hinder the Portuguefe from landing : a fevere conflidt 
enfued, in which oiir people at laft routed the enemy, 
and made themfelves maftcrs of the rampart. They 
foon after forced into the town, which, being deferted 
by its garrifon, they plundered and afterwards burnt. 
They likewife fet fire to all the enemy's (hips. 

They failed next to Mafcahal, a large and opulent 
town, thirteen leagues from Curiate. It (lands in a plain 
hemmed in pn each fide with two mountains, which 
running out tpwards the fhore make the entrance to the 
harbour very narrow. The inhabitants had drawn a 
deep ditch from the one mountain to the other, and 
fortified it with a mole and a double rampart. Into 
.thefe there were two entrances, both very narrow. 
Albuquerque having entered th.e haven, had a confe- 
..rence with the governor, who agreed to furnifh pro- 
vifions for the Portuguefe, by way of tribute j but in 

the 
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the mean while the king of Ormuz's general coming 
with a body of troops, would by no mean$ allow the 
governor to perform his agreement ; and now the whole 
city prepared to make a (lout refiftance. They had above 
four thoufand men in arms. Albuquerque having been 
apprized of their hoftile intentions, continued firing 
upon the city a whole nighr, defigningnot only to fliake 
the walls, but alfo to fatigue the enemy by continual 
watching. Next day he drew up his men in three lines; 
one he gave to Alphonfo Coda, with orders to attack one 
extremity of the enemy's works ; the fecond was com- 
manded by John Nunez and Antonio de Campo, who 
were to make an attempt on the other end of the for- 
tification. Albuquerque himfelf and Tellez being at the 
head of the third line, were to attack the middle of the 
rampart. Tavora and his detachment being the firft 
who landed, advanced boldly to their affigned ftation, 
and notwithftanding the many darts and weapons dif- 
charged at them, they forced their way, and having 
thrown fcveral burning torches into the enemy's tren- 
ches, at laft obliged them to abandon their pod: Al- 
buquerque performed his part with no lefe intrepidity 
agairift the enemy, who made a vigorous refiftance, 
whilft in the mean while the difpute was carried on 
with the like heat in that quarter where Alphonfo 
Cofta was engaged. Our people, however, having at 
laft made themfelves mafters of the rampart, routed the 
enemy, and took the town, which they plundered, and 
afterwards burnt. Eight of the Portuguefe were kill- 
ed in this aftion. 

After a few days refrefhment Albuquerque went to 
Sohar, another toWn belonging to the king of OrmuzJ 
there was a fort in this place, but the governor thereof 
having heard of the unhappy fate of thofe who had re- 
fifted, immediately furtendered. The fleet proceeded 
next to Orphazon, a town well fortified with walls and 
cannon. The commander was an officer of great bra- 
very and experience, but the inhabitants, in fpitcofall 
his cfiforcs, began to think of flight as foon as ourpeopfc 

caflic 
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came to anchor. Accordingly, the very night after the 
arrival of the Portugupfe fleet, they fled to the moun- 
wins with ajl their valuable efFefts. The city being 
thus deferted was plundered and burnt. This was the 
laft town on the northern coaft of Arabia, which be- 
longed to Ormuz. Albuquerque fleered next for the 
ifland itfelf, which was looked upon by the Arabians 
as their common country, and there were at this time 
in the harbour, a great number of their fhips, furniflicd 
with every thing neceflary for fighting. The admiral 
having fummoned the officers aboard his Ihip^^ tocon- 
fult about the mofl proper mcafures to be purfued, 
moft of them were of opinion, that the firft ftep ne- 
ceflary was to take or burn the enemy's fhips : for 
as the fleet was the chief bulwark of the city, that being 
deftroyed, the war might then be carried on with the 
utmoft facility. This refolution being unanimoufly ap- 
proved of, our people came to an anchor. Albuquer- 
que immediately difpatched a meflenger to the king, 
giving him to underfland, that he came there not as 
an enemy, but as a friend, to offer peace, on condition 
his majefty would fubmit to the power and authority 
of Emmanuel, unddr whofe government he would be 
more fecure than by reigning over many nations, and 
by whofe protedion he would be defended from the 
infuks and attacks of his enemies: he hoped therefore 
the king would accept of peace on fuch terms, other- 
wife, added he, * I fliall be obliged to have recourfc to 
* arms, in order to force you to fuch a fubmiflion.* 

The king being greatly alarmed by the fame of thofe 
exploits which Albuquerque had already performed, 
pretended to be defii'ous of peace, and accordingly fent 
a meflenger to the admiral, with letters and prcfents: 
the former Albuquerque received with great politenefs, 
but the latter he faid he would by no means accept 
till a peace was concluded. But though the king ap-, 
pearcd to be ftrongly inclined to a peace, yet he put 
it off from day to day •, for in reality his defign was 
only to fpin out tlie time till the arrival of a fleet 
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>vhich he cxpefted. Mean while the Portuguefe re- 
lying on his faith, walked about in the town, without 
the lc:aft apprehenfion : but no fooner had the expeded 
fleet, with a numerous army aboard, come into the 
pott, than he commanded all our people in the dtj 
to be taken into cuftody.- He ordered the largcft 
ihips to be ftationed along the Ihore, and the lefler 
vcffels to keep out at fea, that when our people were 
engaged, they might attack them in the rear, and thus 
furround them on all fides. The following day Albu- 
qutrque having obfcrved the order of the enemy, who 
feemed ready for an engagement, he determined not 
to decline the fight. He accordingly weighed anchor, 
and began the attack on the (hips in the harbour. Coje 
Atar, who commanded the enemy's leflcr veflels, ob- 
ferving this, immediately tacked about, in order to fee 
upon the rear of our people, who, in the mean while, 
were clofely engaged with thofe fhips which defended 
the city. The cannon being fired with great brilknefs 
raifed a continued cloud of fmoke: Which Coge Atar 
feizing the advantage of, advanced nearer, and not only 
plied our people with his cannon, but alfo poured in upon 
them great quantities of darto and arrows ; in lhort,thc 
aftion was carried on with fo much vigour on both 
fides, that the earth itfclf feemed to fliake, and the 
heavens appeared to be involved in darknefs : many of 
the women with child in the city were fo (hocked with 
the horrible noife that they mifcarried: the king 
from a high tower beheld the fight in the utmoft fuf* 
penfe : at laft, when many of Coje Atar's veffels were 
funk, the reft (hered oflf ; and the Portuguefe being thus 
freed from all annoyance in the rear, turned their whole 
force againft the fliips ftationed at the entrance of the 
harbour. The enemy made a gallant defence: nC" 
verthelefs the ftiip of the prince fucceffor to the king- 
dom of Cambaya, who happened then to be at Or- 
muz, and bravely alTifted againft our people, was funk, 
as was likewife another belonging to Mclichiaz. Tfte 
reft of the enemy's ficec were put into fo much dif- 
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ordSr, chat many aboard in the ucmoil delpair leapt over- 
board, thinking to fave themfelves by fwimming. Air 
buquerque immediately ordered out feveral of his long 
boats to kill all thofe in the water. The enemy's 
ihips whiclx were in a condition to move, made ofFia 
the greateft precipitation, and orlyone remained, com- 
manded by an officer remarkable for his bravery. The 
Portuguefe immediately entered her, but found no 
body aboard, for the enemy had hid themfelves in the 
hold : our people being thus deceived, left a few hands 
in her, and went in purfuit of the reft of the fleet: 
but thofe who had concealed themfelves fiiddenly rufll- 
ing out upon the few Portuguefe, furrounded them: 
thefe called aloud to the reft of our people for affiftance, 
and in the mean while fought in the moft extreme 
danger. The long-boats made all pofTible hafte, but 
before they could come up, moft of our men were 
grievouQy wounded 5 feveral of the enemy were killed 
by the fword, but moft of them driven headlong into 
the water, where many perilhed, and a very few efcaped 
by fwimming. So great was the (laughter this day 
that the fca being dyed, the waves feemed to be en- 
tirely blood, and prefentcd a moft horrid fpeftacle. 
Such was the diftraftion of the enemy, that when they 
fpund fortune going againft them, they turned their 
arrows into their own breafts : this became evident by 
great numbers of their dead bodies thrown alhore by 
the tide, which plainly appeared to have been pierced 
with arrows, and thefe muft have been their own, for 
our people did not ufe fuch fort of weapons. 

George Barreto^ who went to afTift the Portuguefe 
aboard the above meniioned fhip, finding her in a con- 
venient ftation, being near the town, and well furnilhed 
with cannon, pointed her guns againft the walls of the city, 
which he battered moft furioufly : and meeting with no 
rcfiftance, he likewifefunk and burnt many of the ene- 
my's (hips. ^ Albuquerque now advanced nearer to the 
city, and came before the royal palace : thofe of the 
enemy ther^, though^ llruck wiih the ucmgft parn^, 
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yet .they endeavoured to annoy our people with thdr 
darts and arrows. Albuquerque and Menez, together 
with feme more perfons of diftinftion, were wounded. 
The admiral then coafted along, and deftroyed many 
more of the enemy's fiiips : he came at length to a 
ftation lying towards Caramania, where he burnt one 
hundred and eighty (hips as they lay in their docks: 
he likcwife fet fire to a magnificent mofque in the 
fuburbs, where the ceremonies of the Mahometan re- 
ligion ufed to be performed with the higheft folemnity. 
The Portuguefc foldiery, flufhed with fuccefe, were 
extremely defirous to force into the city ; but Albu- 
querque as he had fo few forces, and thefe greatly fa- 
tigued, whilft on the other hand the enemy were very 
numerous in the city, therefore thought proper to 
reftrain his men from fuch a hazardous attempt. In 
this engagement, which laded eight hours, only ten 
of the Portuguefc were killed, and fifty wounded, 
amongft whom was Jafper Diazio the ftandard bearer, 
who loft his right hand. Two thoufand of the enemy 
were flain. 

This misfortune threw the Ormuzians into the moft 
terrible panic ; they were efpecially moved at the 
lofs of their fhips, which they always looked upon as 
the bulwark and ftcurity of their ifland. The king, 
after holding a council with his nobles, fcnt two per- 
fons of great authority and diftinftion as deputies to 
Albuquerque. One was an Arabian named Coje Beiram, 
the other a Spaniard called Abdala, a native of Granada. 
Thefe, in the name of their royal mafter fued for peace 
in the moft fubmiflive manner, and implored pardon 
for his majefty's offence, pleading as an excufe the 
rafhnefs natural to youth, and his being too much in- 
fluenced by the pernicious counfels of his mwi&crs; 
that he had already fuffered fufEcient punifliment, 
and having learnt a fubmiffive obedience from his 
misfortunes, was ready to acknowledge the authority 
of Emmanuel, and to pay him tribute ; that his tni- 
jefty entreated Albuquerque to be to him in the place 
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of a father; and in his turn he promifed to behave with 
a dutiful and filial afFeftion. Moreover, as Ormu^ 
now belonged to Emmanuel, to do any farther damage 
thereto, would be highly detrimental to the intereft of 
his Portuguefe majefty ; that as the ifland was popu* 
lous and wealthy, and lying almoft contiguous to Ara- 
bia and Perfia, confequently the prince who poffeffcd 
it had an excellent opportunity of extending his domi- 
nions: and as the ftrength and fecurity of the. ifland 
confifted in its natural power, for that reafon to demo- 
lifh the (hips belonging thereto, was in effedl wounding 
Ormuz in the moll mortal manner. ' For,' faid the 
deputies * as a tree dies when its root is cut, in like 
manner will it be with Ormuz when deprived of her 
Ihips, by which fhe is nouriflied and fupported; 
if you have a defire therefore to aggrandize the power 
of your royal matter, you ought to aft for the pre-- 
fervation of this ifland, the fafety of which will con- 
fiderably add to Emmanuel's power and revenues. 
Imitate then .the example of thofe great and illuf- 
triou^ generals, who have immortalized their names 
no lefs by their gallant exploits than their clemency, 
thefe heroes efteeming it glorious and honourable by 
their lenity to preferve thole whom they had van- 
quifhed by their bravery. As to your warlike prow- 
tfsy Sir, you have already given fuch proofs thereof, 
as may render you equal in fame to the moft re-' 
nowned generals. And as you have fliewn your in- 
vincible courage in martial atchievements, it now be- 
longs to you to (hew, that you no lefs excel in cle- 
mency and humanity, As we have then fufficiencly 
fufFcred for our raflinefs, let now your compafllon be 
extended towards us, depreflfcd with misfortunes-, for 
it is the mark of a great foul, when elevated with fuc- 
ct{s, to make fome allowance for human frailties, 
and to pity thofe in diftrefs. We therefore befeech 
you, in the name of that Deity whom you adore, and 
by your invincible arm, that you would fliew mercy 
* tQ us in our prefent miferable circumftanccs, and or- 
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« der the fire to be cxtinguifhed. In doing this, to 
« the charadcr of a brave commander' you will likc- 

* wife add that of a humane general, and will at the 

* fame time add not a hitle to the power and fame of 

* your royal matter,* 

To this Albuquerque replied, ^ That he was forry, 

* the deputies had not come much fooner, fince if 

* they had, a great deal of damage might have been 
' prevented ; that he defired they would go immc- 

* diately and exiinguifti the fire, and he promifed they 

* fliould meet with no difturbance from our people: 

* but as to the conditions of the peace, to that hefaid, 

* he would afterwards give an anfwer.' Coje Bciram 
then returned to the king, but Abdala was kept as a 
hoftage, and the fire was immediately extinguiflied 
with the utrnoft diligence, and without the lead dir 
fturbance. The following day Albuquerque was waited 
on by the firft men of the city, amongft whom was 
the noradin or chief magiftrate, who in the king's name, 
governed the city according to her ancient laws and 
cuftoms. With thefe Albuquerque concluded a peace, 
the articles of which were : * That Zeifad, the fccpnd 

* of this name, king of Ormuz, (hould become tri- 

* butary to Emmanuel and pay him yearly the fum of 

* fifteen thoufand ducat*?, and moreover immediately 

* depofue five thoufand for the expences of the war: 

* and that he (hould affign a place in the city, which 

* Albuquerque was to fix upon, where the Portuguefe 
f might build a fort/ Two copies of thefe articles were 
each of them ingraved on a plate of gold, one in the 
Perfian language, which was kept by the king of 
Ormuz, and the other in the Arabian tongue, which 
was to be fent to Emmanuel. 

Thefe articles being fealed and ratified, the king de- 
fired Albuquerque to fend him a ftandard wiih the 
arms of Emmanuel his patron and protedlor, the fight 
of which would keep alive in his mind a fenfe of that 
duty and veneration which he owed to the abfent 
prince, and would at the fame time give every one 

to 
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to underftand, that he was under the guardianfhip of 
A monarch famed in fo many nations. The ftandard 
being accordingly fent, was received with the highefl: 
joy and acclamations of the citizens, and fixed on the 
royal tower. Albuquerque now going afliore went to 
the palace, which was fpread over with fiik and em- 
broidered carpets. The kin^ embraced him in the 
mod aflfeftionate manner, and they talked much about 
the peace, which was again confirmed by the moft fo- 
lemn oaths. Albuquerque then returned to the fleet, 
whither the king fent him many valuable and truly 
princelike prefents: amongli thefe were a fword and 
fcabhard curioufly adorned with gold, and ftudded 
with precious ftones, together with a belt of the richeft 
workmanlhip: four rings fet with the moft brilliant 
diamonds, and a beautiful fwift running horfe, co- 
vered with the richeft furniture. He likewife fent 
feveral prefents to the reft of the officers. Albuquer- 
que returned thefe civilities with the like generofity 
and magnificence, and now it feemed to every one 
that this would be a lafting peace. The Portuguefe 
went afhore and refidcd in the houles affigned them by 
the king, without the leaft apprehenfjon: fome of their 
•fhips were likewife hauled alhorc to be rcpair^^d, and 
the foundation of the fort was laid. Albuquerque how- 
ever, knowing ibe perfidy of the Arbians, erefted a 
tower on an eminence, near th§ place where the for- • 
trcfs was to be built ; here he placed a battery of can- 
non to rep'jlfe the Arabians, if they (hould attempt to 
obft.ru6l the work. All the Portuguefe, without di- 
ftinftion of rank or quality, helped to carry on the 
work, for he who laboured moft was efteemed the 
man of the greateft nobility. Albuquerque was ex- 
tremely alTiduous, puft^ing them on by the moft en» 
couraging fpeeches, telling them that their whole fe- 
curity depended on the finifhing of the fort : for if 
this wa^^ accompli (hed^ the king, though of himfelfin- 
• dined, yet would not dare to break his faith. Albu-i- 
^utrcjue not only with words, but alfo by his own ex- 
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ample, puQied ihem on to labour with the utmoft ap- 
plication. The king furniftied materials for the work, 
and, as might be expe&ed, there happening to be 
fome fedicious quarrels betwixt our men and the Or- 
muzi^ns, he iherefore appointed a guard of four hun- 
dred foldiers, under the noradin to defend iheFortu- 
guefe from all infults. Two fons of the noradin had 
formed a confpiracy againft the king, but the plot was 
difcoveredj however, theyefcaped puniflimentby flight. 
One of them was named Delamifa, and the other Xeraf: 
but thefe two perfons having fhewn great loyalty to . 
Emmanuel, Albuquerque therefore made intercft in 
their behalf, and procured them a pardon, and liberty 
to return to their native country. 
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ABOUT this time two deputies came to Ormu2, 
to demand tribute of the king, in the name of 
Ifmael emperor of Perfia, and many other countries ; 
he had feveral princes tributary to him, amongft whom 
was the king of Ormuz. Ifmael firft had the title of 
fophi given him ; he was the moft renowned prince 
amongft the Arabians, remarkable no kfs for his abi- 
lities than application, zealous for religion, and of the 
moft martial courage ; by which means he had greatly 
extended his fovereignty. When "the deputies arrived, 
the king of Ormuz was fomewhat perplexed, and knew 
not how to aft ; he therefore communicated the affair to 
Albuquerque, who bid his majefty make himfelf cafy, 
and immediately difpatched one of his attendants, to con- 
gratulate the deputies on their fafe arrival. This perfon 
at the fame time told them, that the city and ifland of 
Ormuz was Emmanuel's by the right of war ; and the 
king therefore under the proteftion of his Portuguefc 
majefty, by whofe arms he muft neceflarily be detend- 
cd from all injuries. As to the tribute, this he faid he 
would immediately pay, in the name of his royal ma- 
tter, and accordingly he ordered a difti, in which it 
was contained, to be brought before the deputies : this 
being uncovered, there were expofed to view a num- 
ber of leaden bullets arrows, points of fpears, and 
other weapons. * This (faid the perfon fent by Ai- 

* buquerque) is the tribute which Emmanuel king of 

* Portugal, Algarve, India, and Ormuz, is wont to 
' pay to thofe who demand it from princes tributary 

* to him.* With this anfwer the deputies we^e fcnc 
[)a.ck to their own country : they appeared to be moved 

with 
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with the higheft indignation, and threatened revenge 
for this affront otfered to fo great a monarch as 1£. 
mael. 

The fort was now arrived to fuch a height, that it 
could be defended by a garrifon ; but the officers were 
extremely piqued, being fo long detained in thi!^ work ; 
for their thoughts were wholly bent on the booty which 
they imagined they could have taken from the enemy, 
by cruizing in the Red Sea : fpurred on therefore by 
their avarice, they formed a defign, in Emmanuels 
name, to prqfs Albuquerque to leave a governor in the 
fort, and depart fromOrmuz: they accordingly drew up 
a paper, andfigned their names to it. In this theyftrong- 
Jy entreated him, that he would not confume any more 
time in an affair in which he was not fupported by his 
majefty's ^uthoriry. The clerk who v^rote this peti- 
tion, waited on the admiral with it, in order to give 
credit thereto, and, at the fame time, to be an evi- 
dence that Albuquerque had afted contrary to his du- 
ty, if he fbould refufe to comply with their demand. 
Albuquerque received the paper from the clerk ; how- 
ever, he would not read it, but put it under a ftone 
at the entrance of the fort. The officers highly en- 
raged at this aff'ront, went to Coje A tar, a perfon of 
the greateft influence with the king; him they inform- 
ed, that what Albuquerque had done at Ormuz was 
not by the authority of Emmanuel, but merely the 
efFeft$ of his own madnefs and immoderate ambition 5 
and that his proceedings would, in all probability, give 
the higheft offence to a king fo remarkable forjuftice 
and moderation ; for Emmanuel would by no means 
countenance his fubjefts in offering hoftilities to a prince 
from whom they had received no injury. Coje Atar 
was overjoyed at what he heard, for now he thought 
he might carry on his artifices with lefs danger : he 
therefore waited on Albuquerque ; and, after a lof 
converfation, earneftly entreated him to withdraw 
fleet 'y for as long as it remained at Ormuz, (he fai 
(h^ merchants were afraid to put in there as ufual, ar^ 
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the king's revenue thereby fo much diminiflied, that 
he was even unable to pay the tribute impofed on him, 
•Moreover, heaflured Albuquerque, that after his de- 
parture he would take care that the fort (hould be finifh- 
ed, and fortified in as ftrong a manner as our people 
themfelves could wifh. Albuquerque gave fuch an an- 
fwer as plainly (hewed he would not depart from hij 
firft refolution. 

Coje Atar finding this artifice mifcarry, had recourfe 
to other ftratagems. By large fums of money he pre- 
vailed on five of the Portuguefe to dcfcrc ; amongft 
thefe there were feme who underftood the art of catt- 
ing cannon. He immediately fcnt them over to the 
continent, provided them with all proper materials, 
and took care that they (liould be mainrajned in the 
mod genteel manner. As foon as Albuquerque got 
notice of the departure of thefe five perlons, he fent 
to the king and Coje Atar, defiring that the deferters 
might be delivered up. The king and his minifters 
piade anfwer, that the men could not be found at that 
time, but that they would make the ftri(fteft fcarch af- 
ter them. Three days afterwards they fenc another 
meflage to Albuquerque, letting him know, that the 
deferters had fled to the continent, and all poffible care 
fliould bt taken in order to bring. them back from 
thence. Mean while feveral iron and brafs cannon 
were made with the u:moft expedition, and the reftlefs 
perfidious Coje Atar, rook care to have a (Irong fupply 
of arms and loldicrs brought into the ifland : all thefe 
preparations were carried on in the night-time, and 
with fo much fecrccy, that Albuquerque, though a man 
of the utmoft flirewdne/s and penetration, knew no- 
thing of the matter. At laft, however, he received 
intelligence of the whole affair, by means of an Ara- 
bian named Abrahem, who, at the fame time informed 
h'lm, that the prefcnt condiift of Coje A^ar was great- 
ly owing to the malevolence of fome of the Portuguefe 
pfRcers. Albuquerque was ftruck with aftonilhment 
{ft this difcovery ; he earn^ftly intreat,e4 the Arabian 
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to make all poffible enquiry into the enemy's proceed- 
ings, and to give him notice thereof, affuring biro, 
that he Ihould be amply rewarded for his fervices. He 
then difpatched meffcngcrs to the king and Coje Atar, 
putting them in mind of the treaty ftruck in fo fo^ 
lemn a manner, which he hoped they would not vio- 
late, on the account of five defcrters : that they would 
not, by breaking through the moft facred oaths, draw 
upon themfelves the vengeance of the Deity, in whole 
fight perjury muft certainly be highly ofFenfive. They 
replied by the ftrongeft affcverations, that they did not 
fo much as know in what place the five Portuguefe 
were. 

Albuquerque having held a council of his officers, 
many were of opinion, that it would be the higheft 
imprudence to engage in fo dangerous a war on the 
account of five abandoned wretches : that the Portu- 
guefe were few in number, and thefe too almoft worn 
out with the fatigues they had already undergone; 
whereas the enemy were frefli and extremely numer- 
ous. Bcfides, if the attempt Ihould mifcarry, the dif- 
grace incurred thereby would be much greater than 
the honour acquired by the late viftory 5 for this would 
be afcribed to chance, whereas the other would be 
cfteemed the natural confequence of rafli madnefs : 
that therefore it would be more difcreet to put up with 
the'perfidious behaviour of- the enemy, and to preferve 
peace, and that Albuquerque ought to leave a goverr 
nor in the fort, and depart with the fleet. The ad- 
miral, however, was far from approving, of this ad- 
vice, and indeed had he followed it, his wifdom might 
have been very juftly called in queftion. The enemy 
feemed refolved to break through the treaty, nor would 
they fcruple to purfue the moft falfe and perfidious 
meafures : moreover, they had in the city a ftrong 
fupply of arms and forces ; therefore to leave the fort 
unfinifticd to be kept by a governor and 4 fpiall gar- 
rifon, would in efied: be betraying them into the hand$ 
of the enemy, who would thus r^ap the benefit of the 
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toil and labour of oar people. Befides, it argued an 
unmanly tinnidity to defift from their undertaking, and 
it would have been the highcft folly to have been at fo 
much pains in eredting a work, which, if abandoned 
to the enemy, would be a bulwark to their city, and 
render any attempt upon it afterwards extremely dan- 
gerous ; Albuquerque therefore remained firm in his 
rcfolution. He fent feveral other meffengers to the 
king, requiring that he would not violate the treaty, 
but furrender up the deferters 5 finding, however, that 
all his entreaties availed nothing, and being likewiie 
informed by the fame Arabian, that the enemy had 
bnaught great quantities of arms into their arfenal, 
that they had great numbers of foldiers in readinefe, 
that they had fixt feveral ftarions fecured by ftrong gar- 
rifons of foldiers and batteries of cannon ; he therefore 
ordered the Portuguefe one night to repair aboard the 
fleet with all their moft valuable effefts. 

The king now perceiving that his fraudulent inten- 
tions were dctefted, refolved entirely to throw off the 
mafk and to proceed diredtly to hoftilities ; he accord- 
ingly commanded his troops to be drawn together from 
all quarters, and that the cannon fliould be pointed at 
our people ; fo that now every thing had a moft war- 
like appearance. Albuquerque alarmed by thefe pre- 
parations, ordered feveral of his officers in long boats 
to advance towards the city, and to play their cannon 
upon the walls. Coje Atar commanded the (hips ly- 
ing at anchor to be moved as near as poffible to the 
fliore, left they might be taken or burnt by. the Por- 
tuguefe, who, notwithftanding this precaution, de- 
ftroyed feveral of them. The Portuguefe cannon be- 
ing fired inceflantly upon the city, did confidcrable da- 
mage to the walls : but Albuquerque finding this way 
of carrying on the war to be rather too flow, had re- 
courfe to another and more eflfeftual method. He re- 
folved to ftarve out the enemy by hindering any pro- 
vifions from being imported to them ; he accordingly 
appointed three (hips commanded by Emmanuel Tel- 
3 lez 
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lez, Barreto^ Antonio dc Campo, and Alphonfo Lo- 
pez Cofta, to intercept ail vcffels coming into the ifland, 
Thefe officers, though unwilling, pcrtormed their or- 
ders and took feveral (hips which they brought to Al- 
buquerque. Here the admiral committed a piece of 
barbarity unworthy of his other exploits ; for he com- 
manded moft of the captives to have their ears, nofes, 
and hands cut off* He then ordered thefe miferable 
wretches to be put alhore, defiring them to tell Goje 
A tar that thus he would ferve all others who attempted 
to fupply the iflanc) with prpvifions. The enemy were 
now Hlled with the utmoll confternation^ and the com- 
mon people being forely afflifted with famine, began 
to murmur in the moft tumultuous manner. A con-, 
fiderablc body of them went to the king, whom with 
great warmth they entreated to relieve them in their 
prefcnt dittrcfs, by a peace or fome other method ; 
ctberwife they faid they themfelvcs fhouid be forced to 
find fome remedy for their calamity. To this Cqje 
Atar, in the name of the king replied, (for the eaftern 
princes afFcft it as a piece of great dignity to fpeak by . 
rhe mouths of their minifters) that there was a fufE- 
cient quantity of water in the cifterns of the^ity, and 
the wells of Torombaque about four miles off, to 
quench their thirft ; and that there was at prefcnt fuch 
a ftock of provifions in the city as would enable thecn 
to hold out till the arrival of a large fleet, which he 
fbon expeded loaded with all neceflaries. Moreover^ 
he bid them be of good courage, afluring them, that 
they (hould quickly fee the Portuguefe in fetters, to 
fufFcr the punifliment due to their crimes. The fury 
of the populace was abated by thefe vain aiTurances^ 
for in reality there was not water enough in the ci* 
fterns and wells, nor a fufficient quantity of provifions 
in the city to fupply fo great a multitude. 

Albuquerque being refolved to diftrcfs the enemy as 
much as poffible, in order to force them to a (urrcndry, 
formed a dcfign to ftop up the wells of Torombaque : 
be accordingly fent for this purpofe a detachment of 
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80 men, under George Barrcto, and Alphonfo Lopez 
Cofta. Six Portugucfe of. diftindion were firft fent 
afliore, in order to try if they could fcize any perfoa 
in the ifland by .whom they might learn whether the 
wells were defended by any guard : ihey accordingly 
took two captives, by whom they underftood that an 
officer named Cide Hamed, was ftationed near the 
wells with twenty- five horfc and two hundred aichers 
under his command. Barreto having received this in- 
telligence, ordered the beats to be rowed forward with 
the ucmoft expedition, that he might land his men be- 
fore day break, and thus fall upon the enemy un- 
awares. The event proved as he expefted ; for our 
people coming upon the enemy when afleep, killed 
their leader and his whole party, excepting a very few 
who narrowly efcaped, and filled up the well with the 
carcafes of the men and horfes : but left thefe fliould 
be cleared away by the enemy, he appointed one Lau- 
rentio Sylva^ a Spaniard of great gallantry, to guard 
the well with twenty foldiers. This officer, however, 
being furrounded by the enemy's numbers, Albuquer- 
que, who was always in readinefs for adlion, and hap- 
pened then to be pretty nigh, immediately haftened to 
his relief with one hundred and fifty men. The ene- 
my were very numerous, and the king himfelf was 
prcfcnt animating them to the fight by the moft en- 
couraging fpeeches. Coje Atar called aloud to thofe 
under his command, telling thc-m, that the fafety of 
all depended on the iffue of this engagement. The 
Ormuzians fired by thcfe incitements, preflcd on with 
redoubled vigour againft the Portugucfe, who being ac 
Jaft overpowered by^ numbers, were obliged to retreat 
with moft of their men wounded, Delamixa, for 
whom Albuquerque had obtained pardon and a liberty 
to return to his native country, was above all remark- 
ably furious againft our people, till at laft his career 
was ftopt by a wound which he received from a muf* 
quet bullet.^ Albuquerque was certainly, during this 
adlion, in the utmoft danger of his life 5 but the fliore 
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being near, all the Portuguefe efcaped, excepting one 
of the admiral's domeftics whQ was killed in the en- 
gagement. 

The Portuguefe, however, (till blocked up the ifland 
in fuch a manner, that the enemy having np proviCons 
imported, were reduced to the utmoft extremity. The 
people again in numerous bodies crouded about the 
palace, caincftly imploring the king not to be fo far 
influenced by his wicked minifters as to allow his fub- 
jects to be cut oflf in lo miferable a manner : fomerimes 
they endeavoured to melt him by their tears, and fome- 
times to force him into a compliance by tumultuous 
uproars. Coje Atar one while ibothed them by fair 
fpetches, and at another time deterred them by me- 
nacing language. But the evil was of fuch a nature, 
that it could not have been long endured, and they 
muft of neceflity have been obliged in a Ihort time to 
furrendcr, in order to put a period to their mifery. 
But the enemy were extricated from this difficulty by 
the infamous behaviour of three Portuguefe captains, 
Emmanuel Tcllez, Alphonfo Lopez, Cofla and An- 
tonio de Campo : thefe, though men of nobility and 
renown, yet were fo far blinded by particular pique 
againft their commander, that forgetting all the tics of 
honour, they Ihamefully deferted him when the war 
was well nigh fihifhed, and failed away for India. Al- 
buquerque finding his ftrength fo greatly weakened by 
their departure, as to be unable to profecute the war; 
therefore left the illand full of indignation, that the 
viftory fhpuld be thus fnatched out of his hands not 
by the bravery of the enemy, but by the bafencfs of 
his own officers. 

There is an ifland named Queixom, which belonged 
fo the kingdom of Ormuz, and not far from thence : 
hithrr Albuquerque failed. He attacked the town of 
Arbez in this ifland, the governor of which he killed, 
together with fev^ral of his foldiers, and plundered tr t 
place. The grcateft part of the plunder taken he i 
confided of provifions v;hich was put aboard the ffiif . 

He : 



BookVl the PORTUGUESE, &c. 337 

Here he received intelligence, that the fort of iScfco- 
tora being blockaded was in the utmoft diftrefs for 
provifions. He was at th^ fame time informed, that 
a fleet of feventy fhips, fitted out in the innertnoft 
part of the gulph of Baffors^ was under fail for Or- 
muz. Finding therefore that he was under a ncceflity 
of avoiding this fleet, and of affifting the Pbrtuguefe 
at Socotora as foon as poflSble, he <:herefore refolvcd to 
make but a fhort ftay in thefc parts. However, 
before he departed he touched at another town of the 
lame ifland, named Homeal. This place was fortified 
with a ftrong garrifon. A fmart engagement enfued, 
which at laft ended in favour of the Portuguefe, who 
flew great numbers of the enemy, and plundered the 
town. Only one of our people was killed, and two 
Arabians who ferved under Albuquerque. John de 
Novo was likewifc flightly wounded. This gentleman, 
purfuant to Albuquerque's orders, failed for India, arid 
he himfelf directed his courfe for Socotora. 

His arrival put an end to the commotions in that 
place, for the enemy fled in the utmoft panic^ They 
foon after fued for peace, which was granted on con- 
dition they fupplied the Portuguefe yearly with a cer- 
tain number of (heep and oxen, by way of tribute. 
And that the fort might be furniflied with a greater 
abundance of provifions, Albuquerque difpatched Fran- 
cifco Tavora to get a fupply of corn at Melinda, and 
then he himfelf failed to Cape Guardafu. 

Whilfl: Tavora was at Melinda, Diego Melos and 
Martin Caslio, who had wintered at Mozambique, put 
in at the fame port. The perfons who had been left 
at Melinda, in order to be conduftcd to the emperor 
of Ethiopia, were fl:ill there, for the king had not yet 
lighted on a proper guide for chem-, they were there- 
fore taken aboard one of thefe (hips. Thefe three com- 
manders then proceeded to join Albuquerque ^t Cape 
Guardatu. In their way thither they took a fliip, which 
they plundered and burnt. Albuquerque was highly 
overjoyed at the fight of thefcj commanders : he had 
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like wife taken another (hip ; in this be found an Ara- 
bian of great experience, who having been fcvcral 
years at the emperor of Ethiopia's courc, was perfed- 
]y acquainted with the- manners and cuftoms of the 
people. Him he ient to Emmanuel, to inform him of 
what particulars he might be dcfirous to know. He 
put alhore the three ambalTadors to the Ethiopian em- 
peror, at a town not far from the Cape, and they ta- 
veiled from thence to the place where they were km to, 
without the lead obdru^tion. The emperor then od 
the throne was named David, biic he being under age, 
the kingdom was at that time ruled by his mother He- 
len, a lady highly famed for her prudence and uodcr- 
ftanding. Both of them expreficd the utmoft fatisfac- 
tion at the receipt of Emmanuel's letters, and they 
.fent an ambafTy to his Portuguefe majefty, the purport 
of which we fhall give in another place. Albuquerque 
loon after failed back to Socotora^ where he wintered. 
As foon as the feafon of the year would per- 
mit, on the 20th of Auguft, he fleered for Cala- 
jate, in order to get intejligcncc of what had been 
done at Ormuz after his departure, and to punifli the 
inhabitants for the trick they had put upon him. As 
foon as his (hips approached the place, two Arabians 
of diflindion belonging to the city fef out in a boat, 
and came aboard the admiral, without the leaft appre- 
henfion ; for they imagined thefe Ihips were juft ar- 
rived from Portugal, and that thofe aboard knew no- 
thing of what had happened at Ormuz, and they had 
a ftrong defire to know what Emmanuel had relolvcd 
in relation to the affairs in India. But fooa afctr re- 
collefting Albuquerque, and remembring the deceit 
pradtifed ori him by . the governor of Calajate, they 
became half dead with fear, and implored his mercy 
in the moft fuppliant manner. He promifed them for- 
givennefs, on condition they would rmcerelyanlwcrthc 
queftions he (hould put to them: to which they readily 
confcnted. From (hem he icarnc the prefent ftreng^h 

and pofturc of affairs at Ormuz : he was likcwife in- 
formed 
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formed, that the governor, who had impofed on him 
in fo bafe a manner, was ftill in the town and enjoyed 
the fame office. As foon as he received this intelli- 
gence he failed into the harbour. The citizens, headed 
by their governor, endeavoured to hinder the landing 
of his men j but after a fliort conflift, being routed, 
they took (hclter in a mofque not far from the Ihore. 
But this being quickly taken, the enemy then fled in- 
to th^ city : the Portuguefe followed them clofely, and 
Would have entered the town immediately had they 
not been called back by Albuquerque : for night ap- 
Jjroaching, the ftreets being narrow, and the houfcs 
high, he was afraid that the enemy from their win- 
dows might deftroy our people with ft ones and darts, 
which would be extremely dangerous in the darknefs 
of the night. The Portuguefe accordingly remained 
in the mofque till next morning, when as foon as the 
light appeared they attacked the town, which the ene- 
my foon quitted in the utmoft confternation ; and our 
people then turned themfelves to plunder. Albuquer- 
que ftaid in the city a few days, whilft in the mean 
while Zafaradin, a bold ^and adive general, having got 
together one thoufand brave men, attacked the Por- 
tuguefe in the filence of the night. But the enemy not 
finding our people unguarded as they expedted, were 
moft Ihamefully repulfed : for Albuquerque was fb 
able a general, that he always kept his men in readi- 
nefs •, fb that they could hardly be furprized. Here 
again, being hurried away by his indignation againft 
the people, he committed another piece of barbarity 
like to that at Ormuz; for he ordered all the prifoners 
to have their nofes flitted and their ears cut off. He 
fct fire to the town and the mofque, which was a mofl 
magnificent flrufture, and alfo burnt twenty-fcvcn 
fhips in the harbour. 

He then dircfted his courfe for Ormuz, being de- 
firous to obferve the condition and flrength of the city, 
and to try if he could any way damage the inhabitants. 
When he reached this place, he perccivcd the fort was 
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raifed a dory higher^ and ftrongly fortified wirh . can- 
non. He levelled his guns againft the city, and bat- 
tered the walls for fome time. He likewife took fbmc 
ihips, and by all poflible methods endeavoured to (hew 
his refentmenC againft Coje Atar, and the reft of thcie 
perfidious iflanders ; but Coje Aur fenc him a letter, 
which he had received from Almeed. In this Almeed 
informed him, * That Albuquerque had carried on the 

* war againd Ormuz without the authority of Emcna- 
*' nue] : that he himfelf was greatly difpleafed at the 

* hoftilitics committed againft that iQand ; and, in pr- 

* der to convince the king and Coje Atar of his fincc- 
^ rity, that he, as Emmanuel's viceroy in India, was 
^ willing to enter into a treaty of peace and friendfhip/ 
This letter gave great uneafinefs to Albuquerque ; ne- 
vertheleis he renewed his hoftilicies againft the city, and 
did confiderable damage to fome other towns belong- 
ing to Ormuz. He then failed towards the continent, 
where he burnt the town of Habande, from whence 
the ifland was fupplicd wirh water, and likewife filled 
up the wells with rubbifli, fo as to render them unfit 
for ufe. He alfo at this time attacked two of Sophi 
Ifmael's generals, who were efcorting a company of 
rherchants travelling with a large troop of camels load- 
ed with provifionsand all forts of merchandize. The 
conflift was Qiarp and obftinate, but the Perfian officers 
were at laft killed, and their men amounting to five 
hundred, partly flain and partly put to flight. He 
then fent Diego Melos to the iuand Lara, to ftop up 
fome orhcr wells; for this he thought was the moft 
cffedual way to diftrefs the people of Ormuz. But 
Melos difregarding Albuquerque's orders, was defirous 
of- himfejf to perform fome great exploit, and by the 
treachery of fome Arabians he was decoyed into a nu- 
merous fleet of the enemy : thefe he refiftcd with the 
utmoft intrepidity, but was at laft killed, with ninr 
more of the Porru2;uere ; the reft hoifting iheir failsi 
tore away before the wind with all poflible expeditioa 

Albuquerque 
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Albuquerque failed now for India, ^nd arrived at 
the port of Cananor 00 the 3d of Novenrjber 1508, 
about which time, as mentioned above, Laurentio AI- 
meed was killed in an engagement with fome of the 
fultan's generals. Soon after this misfortune, Lauren- 
tio's father, the viceroy, received a letter from En)- 
manuel, recalling him home, and ordering him to give 
up the government to Albuquerque. Almeed hap- 
pened at this time to be bufy in fitting out a fleet 
againft Mirhocem, to revenge his fjn's death ; but be- 
fore he proceeded againft the enemy, he took care to 
get ready feven (hips for Portugal •, two of thefe were 
loft in the paflage, and the reft arrived fafe at Lift)on. 
He then failed on his expedition, and in the way 
touched at Cananor. While he remained there, Al- 
buquerque arrived, whom he feemed to receive in the 
tnoft affedlionate manner. The following day he in- 
vited him to dinner, and ftiowed him Emmanuel's let- 
ter. He faid he was very willing to obey his majtfty*$ 
orders, but that he could not conveniently comply 
with them that year : for having already fitted out a 
large fleet at vaft troub'e and expence, he intended to 
carry on a war againft Mirhocem and the Calicutians ; 
and it did not feem reafonable that any other perfon 
fliould finifh what he had begun, or deprive him of 
an opportunity of revenging his fon*s death. To this 
Albuquerque anfwered, ' That Almeed muft certainly 

* be highly blameable if he did not imtuediately obey 
. ' hi$ majefty*s command: and as to the enemy, (he 

* fdid) if theflcct was committed to hi^ care, he would 

* undertake to carry on the war in fuch a manner, 

* that Almeed fliouId have no reafon to repent of his 

* entrufting him wiih that charge:' Almeed, however, 
refufcd to do this. Thence a mifunderftanding arofe, 
which entirely alienated the affcftions of thefe twq 
commanders from each other, and the Fortuguefc 
formed themfelves into two faftiops, one in favour of 
Afmced, and the ojher taking part with Albuquerque. 
Tbws it happened, j^y the violence of the two parties, 
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that the ammoGty betwixt ihefe two brave mep wa$ 
greatly fomented ; both equally fond of fame, were 
defirous of having the honour of finilhing the war, 
and each fpirited op by his party, wanted to fiiatch 
the glory from the other. But notwithftanding thi$ 
difcord fubfifted betwixt them, yet they did not pt>- 
ceed to any violence in their words or adlions. For 
when Almeed was about to depart to engage the ene- 
my, Albuquerque offered his affiftance, and by fcvcral 
of his friends folicited ftrongly that he might be ad- 
mitted to a (hare in this enterprize. Ajmeed rcturnccj 
him thanks, but faid it would be extremely unreafon- 
able, that Albuquerque fhould fo foon engage in frcft 
fatigues after the hardlhips he had fo lately undergone: 
he therefore defired him at prefent to take a little re- 
fpite ; telling him he would have bufinefs enough up- 
on his hands, and no Ipfs dangerous wars to carry oa 
when he entered upon the government. Albuquerque 
bcirg thus excluded from a (hare in the prefent entcr- 
prize, faikd for Cochin, where he remained for fomc 
time, highly difgutted at the infult put upori him^ 

Almeed fet fail on the 12th of December, with a 
fleet of nineteen (hips, aboard which there were three 
hundred Portuguefe and four hundred Cochinians. He 
coafted along by Onor, where he took and burnt Ibme 
Caiicutian (hips in that harbour. This, however, was 
not accomplifhed without the lofs of fome blood oa 
both fides. ' He then went to water his fliips at An- 
chedive ; and from thence fleered his courfe for Da- 
bul, a city belonging to Zabaio, king of Goa. This 
prince had entered into an alliance with Mirhocem, 
and the reft pf thjB enemies to the Portuguefe. He 
had likewife fcnt letters to the fultan, folicidng him to 
levy war againft our people. Almeed was therefore 
extremely defirous to deftroy this city -, befides, he 
had another provocaiion to exeife his refentment. For 
Pelagio Spufa, one of his commanders, having fepa- 
rated from the fleet, went afbore in order to ^et 9 
fiipply of water and provifions, and his men hap{)enr 
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ing to quarrel with the natives, they alarmed the coun- 
try, and a confiderable body of them being collcftcd, 
they attacked the Portuguefe, ancl killed Pclagio. Our 
men being difheartened by the death of their leader, 
betook themfelvcs to flight. It y/as the opinion of 
many, that Pelagio fufFercd very iuftly for his rafhnefs! 
In going alhore, withoqt the orders of Almeed ; for' 
the provifions was far from being fo fcarce as to oblige 
him to aft in fo unwarrantable a manner. 

When Almeed approached Dabul, he fent a perfon 
in the night to found the depth of the harbour. The' 
city lies in a plain at the bottom of a pleafant hill •, 
k is a large town adorned with many magnificent build- 
ings, and fortified with a ftrong garrifon. The go- 
vernor was an Arabian, a man of renowned gallantry, 
who- had under his command fix thoufand foldiers ; 
^mongft whom were five hundred Tprks. There were 
befides in th6 harbour a great number of fhips well 
manned, and furnifhed wi^h plenty of arms and all 
forts of warlike (lores. The following day the wind 
and tide being favourable, Almeed ordered the fleet to 
weigh and enter the harbour. They moved in three 
lines, the galleys being in the van, the lower decked 
(hips in thp centre, and the higher ones in the rear. The 
long boats were like wife in readinefs to receive our 
people v^hen an occafion (hoqld offer td attack the 
enemy on the^ (here. The enemy attempted, but \n 
vain, to hinder the Pqrtugaefe from landing, Almeed 
with the firlt line of his men firft got afhore. He ad- 
vanced to attack a tower which fecmed to be (Irongly 
fortified, when the governor of the city with all his 
forces drawn up after their manner, advanced to meet 
him. The Portuguefe attacked them with fo much 
vigour, that at the fiirft onfct, having killed the gene- 
ral and feveral other peffons of diftinftion, they foon 
tlrovc the re(t to flighty The enemy being routed, fled 
into the city, and our people purfuing them clofely,' 
entered at the fame time. Now a moft difmal fcene 
followed-, for the Portuguefe, blinded by theif fury, 
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were hurried into the mcfl: Ibocking barbarities, not 
even fparing the infants^ whom they tore from the em- 
braces of their diftrafted mothers. Many there were 
who on their knees, and with tears in their eyes, of- 
fered vaft quantities of gold, filvcr, and ihe moft pre- 
cious diamonds, for the redemption of their children ; 
but nothing could move the obdurate hearts of the 
ipercilcfs conquerors. The flaughter was continued 
till funfet, when Almeed ordered a retreat to be found- 
ed ; for he was afraid left hb men draggling about in 
the city, intent on plunder and flaughter, might meet 
with fome mifchief, which is generally the cafe when 
foldiers are not rcftrained by proper difciplinc ; he 
accordingly retired into a large mofque, with all his 
forces, and he conferred the order of knighthood on 
thofe who had mod fignalized themfelves in the en- 
gagement. 

The following day the viceroy gave up the place 
• to be plundered by the foldiers ; the booty was fo 
confiderablc, that the men could not be brought off 
notwithftanding the repeated orders fent for that pur- 
pofe. ^.Imeed, obferving this, privately difpatched 
Ipme perfons to fet fire to the city. The flames quick- 
ly reduced the whole town to afhes, all the fliips were 
likewife deftroyed, many of the citizens, who had 
Qoncealed themfelves were alfo confumed. In fliort 
out of fo great a number of foldiers, as well as citi- 
zens, a very few only efcaped, who fled to the nr^oun- 
tains. Of the Portugue(e, there were about fixteen 
killed and two hundred wounded. Almecd then ad- 
vanced to the mountains, where he burnt many caftles 
and villages. Several parties of the enemy in diffifrent 
places came againft him, but thefe he partly killed 
and partly routed, and drove off a confidcrable num- 
Ijer of ,cattle as provifions for the fleet. 

The enemy being thus defeated, Almeed returned 
to his fiijps, where he received letttrs from Melichiaz 
and the Portuguefc captives. Thefe were full of the moft 
f:iyij c^prcfpoi^s ^ jqr Mirhpcem offered to releafe th? 
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prifoners on the moft rcafonable terms. The Portu* 
guefe likewife g^ve him to underftand they were ac 
prcfent treated by Mirhoccm with the utmoft civilicy; 
and therefore entreated him to come :o ibme agree- 
ment about their redemption, whilft the enemy fct^mtd 
to be of fuch a mild difpofuion, Jefl, if the prefent op- 
portunity was negledted, the affair might afterwards 
DC more difficult. But this was difcovered to r be only 
an artiBce made yfe of by the fubtle Mirhocfem to found 
the intentions of our people. Almecd therefore thought 
proper to anfwer thcfc letters by the mouths of his 
cannon. He ordered all the artillery taken from the 
enemy to be put aboard his fhips, and failed from 
thence on the 5th of January 1509. 

Having cruizxd along that coafl*, he touched at the 
places which had acknowledged the authority of Em- 
manuel, and demanded the tribute. He came at length 
into the river Mais, which runs through the kingdom 
of Cambaia. Not far from the fhore he faw a very 
ancient town, with a large mofque, near which there 
was a fpacious plain covered with a vaft number of 
graves. Almeed expreflfed fomcwhat of fuprize at fuch 
a multitude of thefe funeral monuments. Thofe who 
were moft famed for their wifdom in the country, in- 
formed him that, according to their ancient records, 
Hercules having penetrated into India with a formida- 
ble army, had in two engagements on thajc fpor, btren 
completely routed by a powerful India.n prince : and in 
ordir to perpetuate the memory of that exploit, their 
anceftors had thought proper tp conf-cra^e the field in 
which Heicules*s foldiers had fallen, and to dccbre it 
facrilegious in any one who fhf uld violate the graves. 
Whether this was a fabulous romance, or a real fadt, 
1 Irave every one to determine in his own mind. 

Almeed having departed from thence, failed for Dtu. 
M'rhocem being. Contrary to the advice of Mehchiaz, 
ref^ved to engage Almeed, had for that pqrpofe or- 
t-ered out all his (hips to the open fca. He had fix 
Urge fhipf, fcMr Cambaian vtflcls, and Me ichia's 
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floops of war, which wc mentioned above, together I 
with a confiderable number of the Caticutian Paraos ; I 
fo that the enemy's fleet amounted to above one hun- I 
dred fail, Mirhocem's foldiers were men of the ut- ' 
moft intrepidity, and not a little confident of fuccefe. 
The auxiliaries which he had received from the other 
nations were armed with the lame alfurance. Hope 
and refentment fpurred them on to defend their liberty, 
and to doftroy a people whom ihey hated. There 
were likewifc in this fleet fcvcral Venetians and Scla- 
vonians, who commanded fome of the galleys ; and 
thefe Chriflians, if worthy to be called fo, (hewed 
no lefs ardour to engage our fleet than thofe enemies of 
our holy religion. Each commander ufed various ar- 
guments to excite the courage of his foidicrs. Mirho- 
ccm by all poflible methods endeavoured to rouze the 
refentment of his men againft the Chriftian name, and 
animated them with the agreeable profped of rewards 
and honour, which' would attend the fuccefs of this 
engagement; adding moreover, that the liberty and 
fatety of all the Arabians depended on their gallantry. 

* If you are worfted this day, faid he, the ignominy 
« and lofi will be cverlafting and irretrievable; on the 

* other hand if you prove viftorious, the empire of India 

* will be fecure, and your names will become for ever 
« immortal.* Almeed on his part did not omit any 
thing which he thought might inflame his men againft 
the Mahometans, and infpire them with a zeal for 
their own religion. He to!d them, that all hopes de- 
pended on their courage. * For faid he, if conquered, 

* you are every where furrounded by your enemic?, who, 

* when freed from the terror of your arms, will vent 
' their implacable rage againft the Chriftian name. You 

* Can have no fuccour but from a great diftaiice. Nor 

* will you be able to find any flielter in your calamity; 
' for the people are faithlefs, and will not fcruple to 

* break through the moft folemn ties of treaty, as foon 
' as an opportunity offers. Behave therefore like men ; 

* refolve cither to conquer or die honourably.' He like- 

wife 
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wife put them in mind of the fate of his fon Lauren- 
tio, a youth umVcrfally beloved, telling them he hoped 
thofe who h^ exprefled thdr forrow for his death, would 
avenge his fall, by their gallant behaviour; and in fine, 
he exhorted them to put their truft in Chrift, for whofc 
jjlory they particularly fought. 

By thefe, and fucb like ^echcs, Almecd having en- 
(deavoured to whet the courage of his men, of them- 
fclves fufiiciently eager, he ordered the fails to be 
hoifted. But as the wind failed, and the enemy did 
not advance from their ftations, he came again to an 
anchor, waiting the return of the tide, and a favoura- 
ble gale. The wind anfwcring fooner than he ex- 
pected he again weighed, and the fignal being given, 
he advanced fo far that he could reach the enemy with 
his cannon, for the tide not beginning yet to flow, the 
wat^r was low, fo that he was afraid to approach nearer, 
left he (hould run aground. The enemy had planted 
feveral cannon on the walls of the city, and on the 
tower upon the fea-lhore : from thence they threw a 
great number of weapons,^nd fired from their batteries 
on our people, who in their turn attacked the enemy's 
fleet with ^eat fury. The engagement continued till 
it was interrupted by the darknefs of the night. Al- 
meed, who was in the firft^ Hne with his fhip, had re* 
fo)ved to attack that commanded by Mirhocem, hut 
he was diffuaded from this defign by the reft of his 
officers ; for they reprefented to him the difordcr and 
^onfufion which the Portuguefe fleet would be thrown 
ifito, if their admiral (hould be involved in danger. 
Thi$ advice was not agreeable ro his inclination 5 how- 
ever be followed Jt bccaufc he thought it mofl con- 
fiftent with the rules of prudence. He appointed Nu- 
tnez Vafco Pereira to attack Mirhocem's fl)ip, and 
gave him the bravefl men in the fleet to carry on 
this enterprize, and ordered George Mclos Pcrcira to 
follow him. In every fhip the men wenc drawn up 
in /our lines at (he poop, ftern and fides and each of 
ihcfe under particular officers. Mirhocem perceiving 

that 
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that Almeed rufhed on boldly to the engagement, de- 
termined then to follow the advice of Melichiaz, which 
he had before rejeded. He accordingly refolded not 
to pais the fhallow, but drew back his fleet nearer the 
walls, that he might ad with more (afety, when af* 
fifted by the cannon of the city, and be more readi* 
ly fupplied with reinforcements when neceflary. He 
drew up his fleet in the following order. In the van 
he placed his fix large (hips, linked together two and 
two, fo that they might be an afllftance to each other ; 
his own (hip was in the centre of the line. Next to 
theie were the galleys, floops of war, and the paraos, 
which being light and nimble, were to affift the large 
Ihips as occaflon required ; and he ftationed the Cam- 
baian veflels at (he (hallow near the fliore, in order 
to (land the Brft (hock of the engagement. 

The following day Nunez Vafco Pcreira, purfuant 
to Almeed*s orders, failed towards the enemy; but 
George Meios, owing to the negligence of his pitor, 
could not follow him with that expedition which the 
exigency required. The reft of the (hips moved in 
the order they were direded. Mtlichiaz perceiving 
our people approach, commanded the cannon on the 
walls and the tower, lo be fired againft the Portugucfc 
fleet. By one flior, ten of Pcreire*s men, when upon 
the (hrouds furling the fails, were killed. Neverthe- 
Icfs Pereir^ ftill advanced, with a refo'ution to grapple 
the enemy's flag (hip. Mirhoccm obfcrving this, or- 
dered the ' (hip fafteqed to this to ht loofened, that 
when Pereira begun the attack, they might annoy him 
on both fides. But Pereira having pointed a large gun 
at the (hip, thus disjoined from the admiral, gave 
her fo eflfedual a (hot betwixt wind and water, that 
both her fides were at once forced. The enemy 
knowing their veflTel was perforated in the (larboard 
fide, immediately crouded to the larboard fide, where 
they threw their heavy luggage, thinking to fave her 
by making her incline that way ; but (be being equal- 
ly damag d on that fide, immediately funjc to the bot- 
tom. 



BbokVI. the PORTUGUESE, &c. 349 

torn. Diego Pcrreio, who purfuant to, Almeed's di- 
rcdions advanced before Pcrcire with his galley, to 
found the depth, having found there was great danger 
from the lownefi of the water, warned Ptreira by a 
fignal not to advance any farther: Pereire accordingly 
ftopt his courfe. Mirhocem obferving this, fct upon 
him with vaft fury. The two (hips having grappled 
each other, the engagement was fought with great ob* 
ftinacy. In this conflid Henrique Machiado, a man of 
diftinguiffaed bravery, was killed. But the Bght was 
rendered extremely difikult by a contrivance of the 
enemy, who had covered thcmfelves above by ropes, in 
the form of a net, reaching from the poop to the llern. 
Our people attempted to mount it with vaft labour, 
but they met with a moft obftinate redftance. In the 
mean while one of their ftemmed. fhips having ad- 
vanced to Mirhocem's afliftance, attacked the other 
fide of Pereira's veffcl, and threw our people into the 
utmoft confufion. Percira thus prefled, exerted him-* 
iclf with redoubled vigour and dexterity, but being 
fatigued -with the weight of his helmet, in order to 
leafe himfclf he pulled it off, and at this inftant he re- 
ceived a mortal wound in the throat. The vi<flory 
however ftill remained doubtful. Francifco Tavora 
perceiving the danger of his friends, brilkly attacked 
the other fide of Mirhocem's (hip^ and ordered feme 
of his men to mount the net, which l?eing broke by 
the weight, the Portuguefe fell in upon the deck, and 
thus the fight was renewed with frefli vigour. The 
ciicmy, however, were at laft partly killed, and partly 
driven headlong into the fea. Thofe in the ftemmed 
fiiip, feeing the greateft part of their crew killed, the 
veflfel bored in many places, and the rigging dcmo- 
liflied, quitted the ftiip in the utmoft precipitation ; 
a*id there being no one aboa'd to guide her, flic was 
driven upon the ftiore by the violence of the tide. 
The reft of the Portuguefe commanders behaved with 
the like intrepidity : Pciro Barreto took another vef- 
fci belonging to Mirhocem : Antonio deCairp") made 
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himfelf mailer of a fiemmed Ihip, and Ge(xge M ebs 
OS foon as he poffibly could^ fee upon the Cambaian 
ihips. Pedro Cain likewife attacked a third ftemmed 
(hip with fo much fury, that before he fixed his grap- 
pling irons he was upon her covering or net, with 
thirty eight of his men. The enemy from the deck 
below wounded feveral of our people, who beifig hin- 
dered by the ropes could not ufe their fwOrds. Gain 
finding himfelf invelved in this difficulty attempted to 
jump down upon the deck, but his head was ftruck 
Off at one blow by the enemy. Whilft our people 
remained in this dangerous fituation, another Porcu«* 
guefe ihip came up to their affiftance. This feaibn- 
able relief gave them fo much fpirits, that the ene* 
my's ihip was quickly taken, and all aboard were puC 
to the fword. Almeed being as a fpe£fcator of the 
engagement gave all neceflary orders, and played his 
cannon with fo much fuccefs, that he funk one large 
ihip, together with fome (loops of war and paraos. Me* 
lichiaz Tent frequent fupplies from afhore to fucceed 
thofe who were fatigued, and to renew the conflid* 
Befides, he ftood with his drawn fword, and wounded 
or killed thofe who retreated, and by his threats he 
drove feveral back to the fight. The Ponuguefe, af- 
ter a mod obftinate battle killed fo many of the enemy^ 
that the waves were died with blood. The Calicu* 
tians being the 6r(l who retreated from the Bght, flood 
to fea with the utmoft precipitation. But Mirhocem's 
ihips and Melichia's galleys retired to the innermoft 
parts of the harbour and the mouth of the river. Ro- 
derigo Soarez, who commanded a low decked (hip 
having obferved two of thefe galleys, pufhed on till 
he got betwixt them. Then throwing grappling irons 
from each fide of his (hip, he fixed the two galleys fo 
as they could not move, and having killed or driven 
overboard the crews of each, he then towed them 
along to Almccd, There was now only one (hip of 
the enemy which had not been attacked. She was 
high decked, and ftrong built, and covered with raw 
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hides ; fb that if our men had boarded her chelr fooc- 
ing muft have been very flippery, or if ihey had even 
thrown fire into her, this would have had little efFeft^ 
The foldiers aboard were extremely numerous, and 
thefe too men of the mod refolute and undaunted 
courage. Befides her fides were of fuch ftrength and 
thicknefs, that they werealmoft impenetrable to cannon 
bullets. The Portuguefe, however,, having furrounded 
her, battered her info terrible a manner that (he at laft 
funk. All the crew threw thcmfclves overboard. Our 
people having purfued them in boats, killed many in 
the water, fo that a very few efcapcd. The engage- 
ment lafted from mid-day till night. In this aflion the 
enemy lolt four thoufand men; amongft thefe were a 
confiderable number of the fultan's foldiers called ma- 
malukes; for out of eight hundred, who were prefent 
at the fight, only twenty two furvived this difafter. 

Mifhocem was now afraid that Melichiaz might 
change his friendfhip with his fortune, and betray him 
to Almeed : he therefore fled into the king of Cam- 
baia*s dominions, with all poflible fpeed. Three large 
Ihips with fevcral paraos and floops of war were funk. 
Two ftemmed fhips, two galleys and four large vcf^ 
fels were taken. In thefe there were a great number 
of cannon, vaft quantities of gold as well as filver 
coin, and a prodigious variety of filk and embroidered 
cloaths of great value, Almeed, however referved none 
of the booty for himfelf, but gave it all amongft the 
foldiers. Of the Portuguefe about thirty two were 
killed, and three hundred wounded. Their (hips were 
fo torn and battered that they were obliged to fpend 
a confiderable time in repairing them. It was certainly 
a moft extraordinary victory : yet Paul Jovius, though 
he takes notice of the fultan's fleet being fent into 
India againft the Portuguefe, makes no mention of 
this remarkable exploit. I fuppofe he induftrioufly 
omitted it out of a pique he had conceived againft 
John the third,^who thought it mean to court this 
fordid author by prefents, to write encomiums on the 

Portu- 
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Portugucfe nation. The army of the enemy very 
probably confided of many different nations, for 
there were found in the (hips feveral books wrote in 
the Italian, German, French and Spanifli languages* 
Three of the fultan's ftandards were likewife taken. 
Almeed, notwithftanding this fuccefs, was afraid left 
the fleet mighc receive fome damage that nighty 
and therefore ordered it to be withdrawn froth the 
city. 

Next day Melichiaz fent letters to Almeed, fuing 
for peace, and imputing all his mifconduft to his hard 
fate, which had driven him into fuch a mad under-' 
faking.. He implored pardon in the moft fuppliant 
manner, and prottfted that he would henceforth re- 
main true and faithful to the Portuguefe intercft j for 
that he had now experienced their warlike bravery, and 
had ample proofs of their inviolable friendfhip from 
various teftimonies. He faid he (hould never again 
choofe to put their courage to the trial, to his own lofs 
and fliame, but would entirely exert himfelf to cul- 
tivate their friendfhip, which he was perfuaded would 
greatly tend to his own intereft and honour. He then 
put them in mind of what lervice he could be to the 
Portugucfe, if they would condefcend to accept of his 
friendlhip. This letter was brought by one Cidialle, 
an Arabian of Spanifh extraftion, with whom Almeed 
had been very well acquainted, when he (erved under 
king Ferdinand in the Granadian war. Almeed made 
anfwer. That he would by no means'grant peace, unlefs 
Melichiaz would firft reftore the Portugufc prifoners, 
and deliver up Mirhocem with the fultan's foldiers and 
the (hips which had efcaped out of the fight. Me- 
lichiaz replied by the fame Arabian, that he wouU 
immediately give up the Portuguefe and the (hips; 
but that Mirhocem had fled he knew not whether: 
and if he had him in his cuftody, yet he faid he 
would by no means have committed fuch an infamous 
adlion, as to betray a man under his proteftion. Such 
an action, he added, would be highly unbecoming a 

warrior, 
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warrior, who ought to prefer an honourable death to 
iharnefut life. Almecd granted his requeft, and the 
Portuguefc prifoners were immediately rckafed. The 
cncmy*s (hips were likewife given up to our people. 
All the galleys were by Almecd's orders burnt, for he' 
had not a fufficient number of foldicrs, failors or row- 
ers to man them. 

The articles of peace being concluded, Almeed fcnt 
out Antonio Norhogna, with tv«^o (hips furni(hcd with 
provifions, to (iipply the fort at Socotora. He left 
Xriftano Agao in the harbour of Diu with two of the 
cncmy*s (hips, and ordered him to put aboard all the 
cannon and ammunition which had been taken, and 
then to fail for Cochin. He himfelf having departed 
from thence, coafted along betwixt Diu aud Cochin, 
where he demanded tribute of all the princes, pu- 
ni(hed thofe who had rebelled, and greatly extended 
the fovereignty of Emmanuel. He appointed thefc 
three commanders Pedro Barreto, Garcia' Sou fa, and 
Martin Coelo to keep at fea, to intercept all the Arabian 
ftiips. He then proceeded for Cananor, and in (ight 
of that fort committed a piece of barbarity which not 
a little fullied the glory of his vi6tory ; for he com- 
manded the fultan's foldiers, who as prifoners of war 
ought to have been c treated with hofpitality, to be 
partly hanged and partly (hot. He remained here a 
few days till he refrcfhed his men, and fettled fome 
things with regard to the city : he then fteered for 
Cochin, where he was received by the king and all 
the Portuguefe with the utmoft civility, and the great* 
eft exprelTions of joy. 

In the mean while, by the arts of an abandoned 
fct of men, the animofity betwixt Almeed and Al- 
buquerque was more and more kindled'. Thofe of 
Almeed's party earneftly entreated him not to give 
up the government to luch a ra(h and head ftrong 
m^n, who if intrufted with this charge, would cer- 
tainly by his madnefs lofe all the glory already ac- 
quired. Thofe efpccially who had deferted Albu* 
Vol. L A a querque 
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qucrque in the Ormuzian war, endeavoured to icreen 
coeir own infamous behaviour, by throwing uppn fum 
the moll virulent reproaches. They Cud, that wichoui; 
the king's orders he had qngagf d in a moit dange- 
rous arid unneceflary war, againft a p^ple too, froqi 
whom he had received no provocation. Tha( without^ 
the feall prudence or conduit with a £ew (hips h? had 
attacked a moft fbrniidable Qeet, not confijlting the 
Ijonour of his royal mafter, nor the f^fety of the men \ 
whom he had brought into the mqft qctreme danger, 
that indeed by the divine providence, they h^d been 
delivered from c^eftruftion; t^uf the ^ jf^om of a geiiq^L 
was not to be judged of by t^e event^ but tl^e n%- i 
tiire of his undertaking. They concluded therefore 
that a man of fuch a ra(h difpofition is by no means 
fit for fuch an important truft a^ Emmanuel h^d co»n« 
ferred upon him. ^ If on th^ one i^and, continued 

* they, you are afraid of Emmanuel's difplcafurc, yet 

* on the other, you ought to be more afraid of 
' giving up a government acquired by fo much blood, 

* to a man, with whofe chara^er though the king is 
' unaicquainted, yet you kno\y to be rafli to the laft 

* degree. Befides, if you write the king your fentin^ents 
^ on the affair, he wilj, in pur opinion, applaud your 

* conduft : or even if it fhould happen otherwife, yet,. 

* certainly, as a man of great and public fpint, yqu 

* ought to be more afraid of bringing dcftruftion on 

* rhePonuguefe than of injuftly incurring. the rcfentr 

* ment of our fovercign.' Moreover, they con^pl.ain- 
cd that Albuquerque wore out his men by the mofc 
intolerable fatigue j and in his abfencc they thre\y out 
againft him many fpiteful jokes and farcafti^ral cxprcf- 
fions. All the particulars were carefully relate4 to. 
Albuquerque by another fct of people, no lefs deUrqus, 
to blow up the flames of difcord. Thefe pcrfpns raJt 
lied him for his indolence and want of fpirit, beqaufe 
he fo tamely put up with fuch an indignity, and did 
not properly exert himfclf to obtain his right. They, 
faid, that the opppfite party were envious of his gr^at 
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exploits, and arrived to fuch a degree of infolcnce, that 
dili'egarding the laws of their country, as well as the 
dutborkv and dignity of their king, they were running 
mco fuch exceifes as defer ted the mod rigorous punilh* 
mcnt. They urged him therefore to go in public to 
Almecxf, and in the king's na^nc to demand the govern- 
ment; and if he could not obtain his right hy any 
other means, to fcek it by force of arms, and to drivtf 
Aimeed fi;om the government, which he feemed dc- 
firgus to keep, witnout the king's authority. Albu:f 
querque was not a little fpurred on by theie incehdves ; 
Accordingly when Aimeed having retired to the fort, 
invited him to dinner, he refufed the invitation,, and 
went in form to demand the fort to be delivered up 
to him* He likewife fummoned fcveral perfons as 
witnefles of his having claimed bis right, and drew up 
a paper, figned by many of the Portuguefe, which he 
declared he would fend to Emmanuel, if Aimeed did 
not immediately obey his majefty*s orders. Aimeed 
promifcd to comply, and endeavoured by all pof- 
fible methods to footh Albuquerque; but finding all 
he couJd do ineffectual, and fearing a tumult, he or- 
dered him to be carried to Cananor, and there to be 
conBned i[n the fort, though at the fame time that he 
fliouid* be, treated with the utmoft honour and rcf- 
pei5t. 

In the mean while Emmanuel having received in- 
telligence of Campion the fultan's preparations againft' 
the Portuguefe, fitted out a large fleet to defend his 
acquifltions in India againft all hotiile attempts. I^ 
confifted of fifteen fhipss aboard which were fifteen 
hundred foldiers. Fernando Coutign, a nobleman of 
great courage, was appointed admiral. He had orders 
to fee that the government of India was delivered up 
to Albuquerque, and to oblige Aimeed to return to 
Portugal. Couiign failed from Lisban the 1 2th of 
March 1509, arid came into the port of CanancriH- 
O(9:obcr. His arrival there gave the higheft joy to 
Albuquerque^ to whom he was related by blood, ^nd 
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with whom he had always lived in the ftriflcfl: fricnd- 
(hip. Having departed f(om thence he failed for 
Cochin together with Albuquerque. He was received 
by Almeed in the mod afFedionate and refpeAfuI man- 
ner, and not a little contributed to bring about a re- 
conciliation betwixt him and Albuquerque, which in- 
deed proved no great difficulty: for the faftious (pirit 
of each party being allayed by his authority, and thefe 
two great men being perfons of undoubted Jntegrity, 
and purfuing the fame end, though by different ways, 
they were foon brought to an agreement. The home- 
ward bound (hips were accordingly got ready, and 
Almeed, after having rcfigned the govtrninent to 
Albuquerque, went aboard; nor did be afterwards 
come alhore. Albuquerque furnifhed him with pro- 
vifions and all other necellaries, with the utmoft care 
and civilicy. 

After Almeed's departure, Coutign delivered to 
Albuquerque Emmanuers letters. In thefe his ma- 
jefly ordered them with united ftrength to carry on 
a war againfl: the zamorin, and that in this afiair Al- 
buquerque fliould aft in concert with Coutign. Al- 
buquerque promifed to behave with, the urmott fenfe of 
gratitude, telling Coutign at the fame time, that he 
fhould be even proud of acting as a common foldier 
under fo able a commander. They accordingly en- 
tered into deliberation with the king of Cochin about 
the meafures ncceffary to be purfued. In the firft 
plare it fcemed expedient to fend privately for Cojc 
Bequo (a zealous friend of the Portuguefe, who re- 
fided at Calicut) in order to learn from him the pre- 
fent fituation of the zamgrin's affairs. By him they 
were informed that the zamorin was then abfent from 
Ci^'icut, being engaged in war with a neigbouring 
prince •, that the city, however, was well furnilhed with 
arms, and (Ircngthened with a numerous body of brave 
fi^Idiers. 

vvniliV our people were preparing for this war with 
jthc utmoft vigour, Vafco Sylveira arrived at Cochin.. 

He 
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He brought a letter from Lemos, then cruizing in. the 
Arabian fea, who earneftly requcfted of the viceroy to 
fend him a reinforcement of men and fhips ; for his 
forces had been greatly leffened, and his fleet dif- 
ablcd by ftormy weather. Albuquerque made anfwer, . 
that he would comply with this requeft, when he re- 
turned from Calicut, Sylveira embarked in the pre- 
fent expedition. He was a man of reputed courage", 
and had (ignalized himfelf by many warlike exploir^. 

About the fame time queen Mary was delivered of 
a fon at Evora. When the young prince, whofe name 
was Alphonfo, arrived at the age of maturity, he en- 
tered into holy orders, and was ad mi ted into the col- 
lege of cardinals. He was a perfon of the mod ele- 
vated ientiments, and greatly confpicuous for his pie- 
ty and integrity. 

This year a French pyrate named Mondragon took 
one of the fliips from India. Emmanuel, by his envoy 
demanded fatisfa6tion of the French king for this da- 
mage. But being unable to procure reparation he fent 
out four fliip^ under Duarce Pacheco, who came up 
with Mondragon near Cape Finiftfr, on the coaft of 
Galicia. This bold fellow did not decline the engage- 
ment. An pbftinate fight accordingly enfued. Pa- 
checo at laft funk hisfliip, took three more, and brought 
the pyrate in irons before Emmanuel. Mondragon 
having made reflitution of all he had taken from the 
Portuguefe, and promifed that he would never more 
difturb any of Emmanuel's fubjefts, was fet at liberty, 
aid returned to his native country. 

In the mean while Coutign and Albuquerque having 
got ready their fleet* with the utmoft expedition had 
reached the harbour of Calicut with two thoufand Portu- 
guefe, and fix hundred Ihdjan foldicrrs, and were npw 
.confulting what further meafures they fhould purlue. 
Coutign infiftcd that Albuquerque fhould aUqw him 
the command of the firfl: line. * You ^f^id he) who 
•arc about to remain in India a confi^erab]e. V™e a- 
mongft fo many fierce nations^ will li4v^, an arnp'e 
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« field to reap glory. I hope therefore you wtU n(K 
« grudge me this (mall laurel, fince we ai^e both e- 
qually invcfted with the command, and I am fo Ibortfy 
to return to Portugal. Albuquerque c6niented to 
Coutign's rcqueft, though very much contraJ-y to his 
inclination : for notwithftanding he had a high opi- 
nion of his courage, yet he knew him to be raih and 
precipitate, and unable by his forefight to provide a- 
gainft fuch incidents as might happen in fuch an enter- 
prize. 

All things being in readinefs for a deicent, oeitt 
morning by day-break, Albuquerque and Coudgn at- 
tempted to land their forces. The enemy oppofed 
them with great obftinacy, having ereded (eireral bat- 
teries, which they had fortified with ftrong guards: 
there was a royal palace without the city, near the 
ihore ; this they had likewife filled with a numerous 
body of fuldiers, and furnilhed with cannon and all 
forts of weapons. From thence and their other bat- 
teries they annoyed our people with their cannon and 
mifiive weapons. Albuquerque obfcrving thi<, told 
Coutign it would be extremely dangerous to land in 
one body; for thus the enemy could hardly throw a 
weapon without doing execution : he therefore thought 
it would be better to make two divifions, and each 
to land where It fcemed moft convenient. Coutign 
approved of this advice,, and the forces were accord- 
ingly feparated. Albuquerque with bis divifion ha^ng 
pudied on with great vigour to a proper landii^g place, 
jgot afliore. This detachment, after having routed thofe 
who attempted to bbftruft them, forced their trenches 
notwithitanding a continual firing ; and the enemy in 
the utmoft precipitation retired to the palace. Thofc 
within the building immediately fallied out on- our 
people. A fierce conteft enfued, in which many were 
killed or wounded. The Portugucft, however, at laft 
drove the enemy to flight, and the place was burnt. 

Bat Coutign, who had not been fo expeditious, fbroe 
time after came a(hore : this commander had heard the 
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ndifc of the cannon, ahd now fcing the light of the 
fire, he concluded from thence, that Albbc|uerque hid 
already come to aftion, and w^s therefbr^ highly en- 
raged. Mad with paflion he ekclaimed againft Albu- 
qUerque in the moft virulent terms, calling him a per- 
fidious viliain, who had made tHe Hrft attack on the 
enemy contrary to his promife ahd i>lighted fiich. 
Albuqderque having heard of this, went dtrcdly to 
Cducign, whom he endeavoured to footh by the mUd- 
eft ^xpreflions ; telling him the circumftances of wjr 
were often fuch as obliged a commander to deviare 
from his intentions: that he could not poffibly rc- 
ftrain his men from feizing an opportunity of attack- 
ing the enemy. Moreover, had his foldicrs remained 
long in ohe place, they mull h^Ve been in the ut- 
moft danger from the enemy, who would have be- 
come more fierce had they obferved our people dijato- 
ry. . BeHd^F, that thie Idte affair w^s not to b^ called a 
battle, but only a (kirmifh, and as the war was yet 
unfiniihed, Coutign had dill an ample field for the 
acquifition of glory. He acknowledged hi mfelf greatly 
indebted to the friendfhip of Coutign; and fard that no- 
thing could give him more uneafinefs than to be re- 
proached by luch a benefaftor : for in his. opinion it 
was more glorious to (hew a noble fenfe of gratitude, 
than to acquire the moft renowned viftory. But Cpu- 
tign llill remained unpacified, and even abufed Albu- 
querque to his face, with the moftfcurrilous language. 
Then* calling to Jafper the interpreter, ' Condudl me 

* ffatd he) into the city, and to the king's palace. ' 

• This day I will reduce it to alhes, that from thente 

• may appear the fatfehdod and artifice of thofe perforin 

• who magnify thepower andftrength of the Indian prin- 
, • ces, only to taife the fame of their own exploits. I want 

* (continued he) to engage thefe menin the very middle 

* of their city, if I may call them niien, who have been 
^ fo quickly routed/ Albuquerque bore all this rail- 
lery with great patience, and not being able to pre- 
vent his raihnefs he refolved to follow him, not from 

A a 4 a prin- 
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A priociple of approbation, but becaufe he thought i£ 
would be ungenerous to defert him at fuch a jundture^ 
for the city not being fortified with walls might have 
been deftroyed by a much fifer method. The trees 
before the town ought ro have been demolifhed, for 
they were extremely chick, and our people might 
from thence have met with great danger 5 this pre- 
caution b^ing ufed, and the enemy^s lands laid wafte, 
the Portugucie army ought to have advanced with a 
flow and lure march, examining every place with the 
utmoft caution, left the enemy might form fbme am- 
bufli and furprize them. Coutign however, without 
confulting any pcrlon of experience, ordered two pieces 
of cannon to be drawn ajong in the van, and thus ad- 
vanced with the utmoft fpced. He then fent a rncf- 
fcnger to inform Albuquerque, that he intended to at- 
tack the city and burn the paWe 1 but chat be was 
at liberty to ad as he thoqght proper. Coutign bad 
under his command eight hundred Portugucie and fosie 
Cochinian foldiers. Albuquerque faw plainly he was 
running to dcftrudtion : however, placing guards on 
the (hore, and leaving Antonio Norhogn^ with a body 
of refcrvf, he followed him with fix hundred fpldiers: 
previous to his march he likewife ordered the ene- 
my's works to be deftroyed, their Ihips lying at an: 
fhor to be burnt, the arms and cannon which had becB 
taken to be carried aboard the Portugqefc (hips, and 
all the long boats to be kept in readinefe^ Coutign 
under the condud of Jafper, at laft reached the palace, 
net without great difficulty: for the naires attacked 
^im jn a ftiong body, and then retreated in great pre- 
cipitation. Having rallied, they fet upon him a fe- 
cond time in his march, but meeting again with ^ 
warm Reception, they thought proper to fave thcm- 
felves by a hafty flight. In thi$ rcncouncer fome of 
the Portuguefc wpre wounded, apd many of the ene- 
fny killed. In the palace the confiift became much 
more dangerous 5 for great numbprs.of the enemy 
flocked thither, firmly refolvcd to fight for thtir 
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Idng, whom they hold in the highcft veneration, for 
their property, and for the fafety of their whole city^ 
-which they thought entirely depended on ihe defence 
of th£ palace^ Neverchelefs, the building was ac laft 
carried, and the Portuguefc foldiers began now to think 
ion nothing but plunder. Emmanuel Pazagna, a brave 
^nd experienced officer, feeing the foldiers ftraggling 
here and there, and intent on booty, advifed Coiitign 
to bring them to their ranks, by founding a retreat; 
telling him the danger wa^ mtich greater than he 
imagined : for the enemy would not have quitted the 
palace fo eafily, had they not defigned to furprize our 
people^ when difperfed and encumbered with their 
ix>oty. To this Coutign replied. That he had found 
by experience that neither the Arabians, who inhabited 
Calicut,nor the Calicutian foldiers^who had been trained 
cip to arms,had any thing formidable in them ; and that 
^s he had nothing to fear he was refolved to take a few 
days refpite from bis fatigue. Mean while his foldiers 
forgttcing all order and diicipline, threw afide their 
^rms, rufhed into the houfes, loaded themfeives with 
plunder, and walked about every where without the 
lieafl: apprehenfipn. 

But the enemy having now flocked together, had 
fipprpached the palace, whither Albuquerque had alio 
advanced x but he wouJd by no means enter it. How* 
ever, he cfifpatcjjed a meffenger to Coutign^ prcffing 
him to Ibpnd ;» retreat^ fince they were threatened 
with the mod imminent danger. Coutign, by way of 
xeply, deGred him to draw off his party, andpromifed 
he would follow him as foon as he had burnt the pa* 
lace. But at this very time Albuquerque was fct up- 
on by the enemy, and had many of his men wounded ; 
fce therefore refolved to retreat immediately towards 
the (hore. The woqndcd men went firft, and the reft 
tollpwed, as a guaid to thofein the van. Cx)utign 
fpcnt twQ hours in the palace, and when he faw it in 
Jiames then departed. The enemy having formed them- 
Jdycs'into two bodieSj one fell upon Coutign, and the 

o:her 
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other attacked Albuquerque. Having wounded and 
killed many of our people, they at iaft furroundcd 
Coutign, who fought with the mod aitiazin^ relblu^ 
tion in this extreme danger. Albuquerque endeavour- 
ed to his utmoft ro give him fuccour ; but his men 
ftruck with a panic, did not execute his orders with 
that readinefs and expedition which was neceflary, and 
now the paffage to Couci^ was blocked up by thfe 
enemy. This ra(h brave tA;in having received a woiind 
in his leg, at laf), fell ; Elmmanoel Pazagna, and 
feme others of diftindkion, fiifFdrcd thfc like fdte. Yet 
thefc, before they difed, raifing tHenrtfclvei upon their 
knies, wounded many and killed fonfie of the enemy; 
In this rencounter Vsrfco Sylveim Was likei^ife (lain ; 
he had fprung over the rampart to aflTift Goutign, and 
before he fell, had killed three of the enemy who bad 
attacked him moft boldly. Albuquerque recreated with 
thofe pf Coutign*s men who had efcaped, but the road 
being narrow and fortified on each fide in fevferal plai- 
ces with ramparts, the enemy from thence antioy^d avit 
people with their miflive weapons : fcarce a dart was 
thrown wi:hout doing exfccution-, fo that fcveral of 
our people were terribly wounded. Albu^uifrcjue firft 
received one vi^ound in his left arm ; he was fdsoh after 
wounded by an arrow in the neck ; and, taftly, be 
was fo ftunn^ with the blow of a ftohfc on his breaft, 
that he dropt down, in all appearance lifelefs. With 
great difficulty and danger he waLs carried to' the (hore 
on his fhield. Here the body of referve repulfed the 
enemy, and covered the retreat of our people. In 
this engagement the Portuguefe loft feveniy-eight men, 
amongft whom were many perfons of n'otMlity and di- 
ftinftion. The enemy purchafed this viftory at a dear 
rate : above one hundred and thirty of their men were 
killed by the fword, and five hundred and feventy 
were burnt in the palace. Albuquerque was conveyed 
to Cochin, where he remaiined for fomfe time in the 
niLlt dangerous condition 5 however, contrary to the 

expedations 
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itxpeft&tions of all his phyfitians, he at lafl: recovered. 
Hfe then ficted out two fleets for Portugal. 

Almced ill his voyage homewards ftopt at a watel-- 
ing |rface, at a fmall diftance from the Cape of Good 
Hope. One of the Portuguefe who had gone afhorc, 
contrafted fuch an intimacy with the natives, that with- 
out the leaft apprehenfion he went to one of their 
towns about four miles off. The inhabitants enter- 
tained him, and difmiffed him in the moft civil man- 
ner ; and at his departure, gave him a large ram, as a 
prefent. This man at his return gave Almeed the 
higheft charaflrcr of the benevolence and fimplicity of 
tht people ; telling him at the fame time, that they 
abounded in all forts of catde. Almeed fent back this 
fame man with twelve others to the city, to purchafe 
feme (hcep and oxen, and by prefents, fucn as he 
thought would pleafe the natives, to attract their efteem 
and friendfliip. The people invited them to an enter- 
tainnrient, loaded them with prefents (fuch as their 
country produced) furnifhed them with cattle, and, in 
fhort, treated them with all the marks of hofpitality 
and kindnefs. The Portuguefe in their return met 
wijh a man bringing along fome flicep, which he offer- 
ed to exchange for fuch prefents as our people had. 
One of our men propofed to carry this perfon to Al- 
meed, that he being treated in the moft civil naanner^ 
3nd prefented with cloaths, might then be honourably 
difmiffed to his countrymen ; who, in all probability, 
'Would thus become more attached to our people, and 
the Portuguefe might afterwards water their fliips and 
reft themftlves at this place with great advantage and 
fecurity. This motion being approved of, they feized 
the man ; but he dreading their intention, fet up 
a loud bawling : the townfmen immediately came forth 
to his affiftance, and forced him from the Portuguefe; 
whom they pelted with large ftones, and then plun- 
dered them of their cattle. Our men being afraid they 
might be blamed for their imprudence, reprefentcd 
the affair in a quite different manner to Almeed. 

Many 
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Many were of opinion, that this tumult ought to 
be revenged, otherwife they faid none of the Portu- 
guele (hips could afterwards water in the place with 
lafecy : that fuch favages ought to be forced to civility 
by the mod rigorous meafures : that therefore fuch an 
aflTront ought to be feverely punilhed, and the people 
b^ ing thus deterred, would not dare again to commit 
the like outrage. On the other hand, fome argued, 
that an affair of this nature ought not to be raihly un- 
dertaken : that the provocation being trifling, ought 
rather to be defpifed than revenged : that the attempt, 
though crowned with fuccefs, could bring no honour 
Qor advantage } whereas, (hould it mifcarry, the con- 
fcquence might be very fatal. Befides, it was not 
clearly proved who were the aggrefTors ; for in all 
probability, the natives would not have offered an in- 
lult of this nature, had they not firft received fome 
indignity frcm the Portugucfe. However, the former 
opinion prevailed, as if the fafety and dignity of the 
whole Portuguefe nation had depended on this trifling 
affair. Thus A!meed, a perfon of the higheft dig- 
nity, who had carried on the moft iinportant enter- 
prizes, now at the height of g'ory, and in his fixtieth 
year, was fo far influenced by a number of headilrong 
nien, as to enter into a war with a wild and barbarous 
people, on the mofl trivial occafion. He accordingly 
went a(hore with one hundred and fifty men. Pedro 
Barreio, and George Barreto, who commanded the 
van, reached the town before day- break. They at- 
tacked the inhabitants unawares, and fpread a general 
conftcrnation. The inhabitants fet up loud (houts: 
ijpon this fignal, great numbers flocked together, with 
pouches made of raw hides, in which they carried vaft 
quantities of ftones, which they fhowered on oijr 
people as they carried off the booty. Befides, they 
were armed wiihlhortfpears, to the ends of which were 
fixed bearded iron heads about four inpheslong. Thefe 
they threw with great force and d,exterity, and wpund- 
td many of our people. The natiyoi of this place 
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were blacks with Ihort fleecy hair, like the other 
Ethiopians, and ugly deformed faces. When they 
would appear fierce and warlike, they aflume the moa 
frightful gcftures. At this time in particular, their af- 
pe6l was fo ferocious, their geftures fo terrible, and 
their (houts fo hideous, that the advanced party of the 
Portuguefe ft ruck with terror, retreated to Almeed, 
who had now advanced to their affiftance ; but he 
thought proper to retire towards the fhore. The cat-' 
tie was in the centre of the Portuguefe, whole rear 
wi^h great difficulty withftood the fliock of the enemy, 
who at firft did hot advance with much fury ; but 
finding themfelves greatly reinforced by numbers of 
their countrymen pouring in from all quarters, they 
then preflTed on with greater vigour ; and having fee 
up a loud (hour, all (he catile flocked together to one 
place, and would move no farther, which greatly em- 
barraflTcd our people ; for thefe barbarians fo trained 
up their cattle, that by a' certain modulation of their 
voices, they could make them advance flower or 
fafter, or flop when they pleafed. Almeed feeing his 
men endeavouring to keep the cattle, gave orders they 
fliould drive;ihcm off: and he now formed his hand- 
ful of men into one body, thinking by this means 
more eafily to repulfe the enemy : but it happened 
otherwifc than he expeded •, for the Barbarians throw- 
ing ftones and weapons, did confiderable execution 
amongft the Portuguefe, who were crowded together, 
and who had fo much defpifed the enemy, that they 
had brought no arms afliore with rhem. Befides, 
thefe men were fo furprifingly fwift- footed, that they 
could advance, and immediately retreat with the moft- 
amazing expedition. On the contrary, the Portuguefe 
were fo miferably exhaufted by their fatigue, and the 
cxcefTive heat of the climate, that they could hardly 
move their feet out of the burning fand ; nay, it was' 
with great difficulty feme could ftand. on their legs* 
Moft of the Portuguefe were ft ruck with a panic, and 
fume of them flunk ofl^. Upon this George Melr^s, 
4 who 
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who had been one of the officers of Albuquerque's 
p0ircy in India, called aloud to Almeed, ^ I wiih 
^ (fatd he) thofe zealous friends of yours had not that 

* sn^anly accufed the innocent, and that they had now 

* (hewed the friend(hip they prohBkA for you, by- 
^ fighting for your fafety and honour/ To this Al- 
meed replied, That fuch a reproof was thdn highly 
unfeafonabte ; and holding out the royat ftandard, 
^ Here (faid he) take this, and refoie it from the 
^ hands of thefc iavages ; for if they ihould get ii itr^ 

* to their poiTcfilon, this would be the higheft di€- 

* honour to our royal maftcr. As for my own part,, 

* (continued he) I am fo loaded with years and in&r<» 

* mities, that if I am now to be fnarched off, my 

* death will neither be untimely, nor undeferved/ 
Having fpoke tbefe words, he made amocher attempt 
to repulfe the enemy, when he received a wound in 
the throat by a javelin, of which he immediately ex- 
pired. Thus, died the brave, honefl", and renowed Al- 
roeed. This indeed was a confiderable (lain to bis 
othep iliuftrious adions, that he (houid have been fo: 
eafily perfuadcd to embark in fuch a dangerous enter- 
prize, without the lead profpeft of honour or advan- 
tage to himfelf or country. He fell then a viftim to 
his imprudence, and by bis death we have a remark- 
able monument of the frailty of all human grandeur. 
Let us not therefore be tranfported by the highefl: fuc- 
cpfe,. fince we fee that he who had fo nobly diftinguifli- 
cd himfelf in the war of Granada, overthrown fo ma- 
Qy formidable aFmies in India^ routed and difcomfited 
the fultan*S. forces, and brought fo many princes under 
fubjedion, yet this great man lies now killed by a hand- 
fiai of the moft rude uncivilized barbarianr, and his 
body trampled upon by a; let of favages unacquainted 
with arras. or difcipline, and fcarce to be called human 
creatures. As foon as he was killed, moft of the Por- 
tuguefe fled. Laurence Bnitto, however, and Martin 
Caelo, declared they would fooncr die on the fpot, 
tjian allow Almced to lie unburied. They called aloud 

to 
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tp their CQU9(ryrD€0 a$ ri^ey coseat^, upbraiding them 
>^itt^ ingratitude (9 their commander and. b'encfador, 
^hpm they basi draw£i into the pxeient danger, thea 
^eierted h'm% and npw left his body, without burial. 
But ihi^kt tyfo noen Ending all they could fay inefFe&ual, 
novr turned upon the enemy, who quickly overpower- 
oi th^sn with their Dumherjs, and covered them with a- 
muUitude of ftones» darts, and other weapons. lit 
this di&iter the Portugaefe loft lixtyrfive men, amongft 
whom were eleven officers, men of courage and ex* 
pecience, who had often ruflied through the moft hor- 
rid dangers, ftruck tenor into their enemies, and gain- 
ed many coofiderable vi(5lories ; yet now behold them 
Hi^kd and ftript by a &w wild nalced'Barbarians. The 
reft of the Foctuguefe with the utmoil difficulty efcaped 
to their boats. George. Barreto and George Melos, as 
foon as they perceived the enemy gone, went a(horc 
to. bury the. bSdics, which, they found all ftript naked. 
This melancholy affair happened on the Brft of Marcb 
1510. Our people foon failed froni; thence for Por- 
tugaU whpre.they arraved in fafcty with the news of 
this misfortune ; which was matter of univerfal forrowr. 
to. the king, nobility and commons. 

We ftiall now relate what happened fo Lopez Se- 
queire in his Indian voyage. He failed from Lilbon 
with four (hips on the 5th of Aptll 1 508, and reached 
Madagafcar the 4th of Augufti When he was. cruiz^ 
ing along ihe fouthern part of that ifland^ in one'ofi 
the ports thereabouts, he found fome of thofe who 
had been, left in company with Gomez Abraeo, by^ 
whom he was informed of the unhappy fate of Go-i 
mez. Stqueire failed thence to Cochin, where AI- 
meed (who. was. then in thegovernnaent) received him* 
in the moft refpediful manner; andj as a reinforce^i 
ment, gaye. him one large ftiip with Tixty men aboard, 
commanded by Garcia Soufa. Sequeire having, now 
five ftiips, failed for the ifland of Sumatra, formerly, 
called Taprobana. li lies under- the equinodial, op- 
pofite to Malacca, or Aurea Ciicrfonefu$« ic is in ex- 
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tent about nine hundred and fizty nvksf atid in breadth 
two hundred and fbrty. The foil of the country is 
extremely fertile : it is divided into ieveral kingdoms, 
which confill of various nations, alt differing widely 
in their genius, difpofitions, and cuftoms ; tome are 
Pagans, and others Mahometans ; fome are fierce 
and favage in their temper, and feed on nothing but 
human bodies ; others are more civilized, and aSeft 
a police and affable behaviour. The ifland abounds in 
gold, on account of which the merchants refort here 
in gpcalt numbers, and export it to many different coun- 
tries. When Sequcire arrived at Sumatra, he anchor- 
ed in the port of Pedif, from whence he difparched a 
deputy to the king, to propofe a treaty of friendlhipi 
which was accordingly concluded. Thence he fleered 
to Pacem, with the king of which he likewife made a 
league of friendihip, and then he failed north to ex- 
amine Malacca ; which was the chief defign of his be- 
ing lent out by EmmanueL 

The city fo called, which gi^res name to the penin- 
fula, is fituated at the mouth of a fmall river, and was 
at that time one of the moft celebrated eaftern marts. 
It was in lengrh about four miles, but the breadth was 
inconfiderablc ; it abounded in trees, which produced 
excellent fruits, but the corn and other neceflaries of 
life, which the inhabitants ufed, were chiefly imported 
from other countries. The city was divided by a river 
into two parts, which were joined by a bridge. The 
walls and buildings of the town were extremely elegant 
and magnificent. The people were of a lawney co- 
lour, and very much civilized in their manners and 
way of living. The language fpoke at Malacca was 
eftccmed fo fweet and harmonious that all the neigh- 
bouring countries and iflands which traded here, ufed 
to affed to talk ic, as a piece of elegance and politeneis. 
The inhabitents arc neat and genteel in their drefs : 
they are great lovers of mufick-, and, at the fame time, 
excellent warriors, for they make no fcruple to facri- 
fice their lives for honour and glory. The country 

was 
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izs formerly tributary to the large and opulent king- 
lorn of Siam : but when the king of .Malacca had 
greatly increafed his power and revenues by the con- 
iderable trade of his donminions, he then revolted from 
he king of Siam, and ever fince kept up his indepen- 
iei>cy, partly by force of arms, and partly by bribes ; 
ivhich he conveyed to the king of Siam's minifters, 
:hat they might difluade his majefty from commencing 
loftilities. The king of Malacca followed the Maho- 
netan religion^ and in order to appear more zealous, 
xyoW upon him the name of Mahomet. 

When Sequeire came to anchor in the port of Ma- 
lacca, he found there four Chinefe (hips ; the captains 
[)f which, as foon as they beheld the Portuguefe, wait- 
ed on Sequeire, with whom they converfed in the moft 
agreeable manner. Sequeire was fo much taken with 
their polite and friendly behaviour, that he contrafted 
a ftri<5t intimacy with them, went aboard their ftiips ; 
and, in (hort, nothing was omitted which might pro- 
mote a mutual harmony and friendfhip. The king 
difpatched one of his officers to enquire who our 
people wcre^ and upon what account they had come 
on thefe coafts. Sequeire made anfwer, That he came 
from a powerful monarch of the weft, who having 
heard much of the king of Malacca's grandeur, was 
dcfirous of entering into a treaty with him, which, he 
faid would be equally advantageous to both princes. 
This propofal, as it was underftood by figns, was very 
agreeable to the king and his uncle, chief minifter of 
the kingdom ; for they thought nothing could be more 
noble than to enter into an alliance with foreign and 
remote princes j for this would at once fpread the king 
of Malacca's name in the countries of the \veft, and, 
at the fame time, his revenues would be enlarged by 
e Portuguefe trade. The king accordingly fmt fomc 
his nobles to Sequeire, in his name, to promife every 
ing which might ferve to promj(^te the honour or ad- 
antage of Enimanueh It was accprdingly agreed up- 
YoL. I. B b on. 
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on, ihat Sequeire fliould enter the city, to treat more 
conveniently with his majcfty. The king received 
him with all the marks of honour and refpeft ufual in 
that country, "When they came to fettle the articles, 
h was agreed that they fliould be communicated, or 
carried betwixt Sequeire and his n>ajefty, by meflfen- 
gers. A treaty of fricndftiip was accordingly conclud- 
ed, and fworn to in the mod folemn manner ; and a 
houfe immediately afligned to Roderigo Araugio, who 
was appointed agent for the Portuguefe afiairs in that 
city. The Portugjjefe now looking upon themlclvc$ 
fts fecurc, walked about in the city without the leaft 
apprchenfion. The Chinefe perceiving the fccurity of 
our people, advifcd Sequeire not to put fo much con- 
fidence in the Malaccans ; who, they faid, were a de- 
ceitful, perfidiouF, and wicked people. For as foon as 
they had lulled the Portuguefe into a thoughtlefs fecu- 
rity, they would then fall upon them unawares : that 
it was the duty of a prudent commander not to allow 
the fafety of his men to depend on the faith of others, 
but to provide for it by his own vigilance : that the 
Malaccans would adhere to the treaty fo long as they 
had no opportunity of afting otherwife. But as foon 
as an occafion offered, they would then Ihew them- 
felves in their proper colours. Humanity, they faid, 
and want of fufpicion, was commendable ; but at the 
fame time, an immoderate confidence, in a ftrange 
country, was highly to be blamed; efpecially when 
amongft a people fo infamous for knavery and artifice. 
By chefe and the like fpeeches, Sequeire was warned 
by the Chinefe captains, to beware of the Malaccans: 
but Sequeire confidering the oath they had taken, in- 
fluenced by their outward friendly behaviour, and per- 
haps unwilling to believe any thing contrary to his fa- 
vourite fchemes, not only difregarded the admonitions 
of the Chinefe, but even permitted his men to walk 
about with greater liberty in the city, and allowed the 
inhabitants, as often ^s they ©leafed, to come aboard 
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Ills fiiips. Mean while the merchants from the fbutherii 
iilands, and others from the countries fituate near the 
Indus, began to infufe jealouHes into the king againft 
our people ) who, they faid, were a fet of pyratej, 
and declared eriemies to all nations: that under thfe 
dilguife of honefty and integrity, they concealed the 
mod villainous defigns ; and that they never failed to 
dcilroy thofe who entered into a treaty wirh them : 
that they had overturned many kingdoms, and ftripped 
many nations of their liberty and property ; for they 
always declared war againft thofe who would not al- 
low them to build forts in their country t and if this 
liberty was granted them, the requital they made to 
thofe who admitted them, was ftripping them of their 
liberty, and all their valuable cfFcfts. In (hort, the 
Portuguefe were a people fo avaricious, bloody, and 
inhuman, as not to be paralelled with any other na* 
tion in the world. For the truth of thefe affertions, 
they appealed to fafts ; for they defired the king to-aflc 
the merchants thecharafterand behaviour of the Portu- 
guefe, in Arabia,. Perfia, or India. They concluded, 
therefore, with advifing the king to take warning from 
the misforjtunes of others,, that he might not fail into 
the like calamities : that the only remedy now remain- 
ing, was immediately todeftroy them, before they ac* 
quired any confidcrable ftrength 5 for if this opportu- 
nity was negleftcd, it could never be recalled : that the 
Portuguefe were at prefect fmall in number, unatoed, 
unguarded, and walking about in the utmoft feoirity: 
that now therefore was the time to deftroy them, whilft 
fo inconfidcrable in number-, for this would efFectjally 
jM'event any more of the Portuguefe from coming up- 
on thefe coafts. 

By this means the king wa$ entirely alienated from 
the Portuguefe, for he was himfelf hurried on by the 
heat of youth ; had been educated in the principles of 
fraud and artifice, and, by his religion, was an enemy 
to our people. The chief perfons who ftirred him up 

B b a againft 
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againfl: the Portuguefe, were Nahodabegues, z native 
of Cambaya^ and Utemutaraja^ a Javan, the two 
richeft and mod powerful men in Malacca. Thefe 
men had liktwife recourfe to foniething more efFedual 
than empty words ; for they bribed the king's uncle, 
who was prime minifter, or Bendar of the kingdom, 
to break his faith with the Portuguefe, and to puih on 
his uncle to the like infamous behaviour. But thefe 
meafures were very much oppofed by Laflfamao the 
high admiral of Malacca, who faid there was no dan- 
ger equal to that arifing from the violation of faith: 
that God himfelf, who fees all things, was the avenger 
thereof. Befides, that fuch dilhoneft praftices canied 
along with them fo much (bame and intamy, that they 
fixed an indelible (lain on the name of a king. More- 
over he affirmed, that the afpcrfions thrown againft the 
Portuguefe were unjuft ; for that they had only, as 
was reafonable, taken vengeance on treaty- breakers : 
that they were a people conftant in maintaining faith, 
flrift in punilhing perfidy, aad refolutc in taking fa- 
tisfaftion for wrongs received : that it was therefore 
more prudent to follow the examj:le of fuch, who, by 
their union, eafily withftood all their enemies, than to 
imitate thofe who by their unjuft proceedings, have 
been the occafion of their own ruin and deftruftion. 

But all he faid had no effeft on the king, who was 
firmly bent on the deftruftion of Sequcire, and the 
reft of the Portuguefe. In order to carry his dcfign 
into execution, he built a large wooden houfe near the 
bridge : here he was to have a grand entertain- 
ment on a certain day, and he gave Sequeire an in- 
vitation to partake thereof. The Portuguefe admiral 
took this as a piece of civility, and accordingly pro- 
mifed his company. There was at this time in Ma- 
lacca, a Perfian woman of the Mahometan religion, 
who kept an inn. In her houfc there happened, to 
lodge a Portuguefe taylor, who being well acquainted 
. with the Pcrfian language^ had theteby contrafteda 
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ftrong intimacy with his landlady. This woman havings 
by means of a gallant of hers,difcovercd the plot formed 
againft our people, fent a meflage to Sequeire by the 
iayior, earneftly requelling to have a meeting with 
him, about an affair wherein his life and honour was 
concerned. Sequeire, however, paid no regard to this 
meffagc: fhe fent afterwards twice to the fame pur- 
pofe, but could by no means obtain an interview with 
the admiral. Finding ail her labour thus ineffedual, 
fhe boldly difcovered the whole affair to the taylor, 
who immediately communicated it to the admiral. On 
the day prefixed for the entertainment, Sequeire coun- 
terfeited ficknels, and thus avoided the danger. 

When thefe wicked men faw their mifchicvous pur* 
poles thus defeated, they then had recourfe to another 
expedient. Sequeire had complained, that he could 
not procure his lading of fpices, though he offered the 
money for them ; whilil, at the fame time, the pther 
merchants got them without any difficulty. The king 
laid chis had happened without his knowledge, but 
promifed that Sequeire next day fhould be fully latis- 
fied in his demands, and therefore defired him 10 have 
his long-boats in readinefs at the fhore. Mean while 
this perfidious prince ordered his low-deck'd veffcls to 
be filled with arms, which were to be concealed under 
all forts of provifions. He commanded ihe men to 
drefs themfclves like merchants, and to carry arrhs un- 
der their cloaths. Thus difguifcd they were to go 
aboard Sequeirc's fleer, under a pretence of felling pro- 
vifions; and, as foon as a lignal was given from the 
city, (which was to be by raifing a fnioke) they were 
then of a fudden to fall upon the Portuguefe officers. 
The fignal, as agreed U[X)n, was not to be given till 
the long-boats were brought afliore to receive the lad- 
ing ; fo that by this means they might at once attack 
the fhips with fcarce any hands aboard, and the boats 
lying afhore without the leaft apprehenfion of danger. 
Next day the pretended merchants, when they faw all 

the 
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the tx>ats, txceft one, were come aihore, they then 
itett'cd their vdfels towards the ihip. When they 
came along fide of them, they aflced thofe aboard if 
they would buy any fruits or provifions ; which they 
cSered for an inconliderabie price. Our peopfe 
tempted by the plenty and cheapnefs of the pro^ 
vifions, which they greatly wanted, admitted the 
men aboard very readily. But Garcia Soufa, find- 
ing fb many . entered his ihip, grew fufpicious ; he 
therefore ordered ail of them to quit his (hip, and thoie 
who refufed to comply, he compelled by force. He 
then difpatchcd Ferdinand Magellan, in his long-boar, 
the only one not fent alhore, to warn Sequeire not to 
admit any of that perfidious people aboard his fhip; 
bidding him remember the entertainment their king 
bad prepared a few days ago, with an' intention to 
poifon the Portugucfe commanders. 

Sequeire was at this time furrounded by eight of the 
Malaians, who waited the fignal : he happened to be 
playing at chefs, and was fo intent on his game, that 
what Magellan faid could hot divert him from his 
play : however, he ordered one of his pilots aloft, to 
fee if the boats were on their return. Magellan went 
back to Soufa, who having fo few hands, might want 
his affiftance. The pilot from the topmaft perceived 
one of the Malaians {landing behind Sequeire with his 
drawn dagger, whilft another oppofice made figns to 
him not to be in fuch a hurry, for the fignal was not 
given. Sequeire and thofe who played with him, were 
fo immerfed in the game, that they did not obferve 
ihey were furrounded by eight enemies. But the pilot 
having called aloud from the maft fcveral times, at laft 
rouzed Sequeire, who in the utmoft fright called fpr 
arms, and all the Portuguefe aboard immediately came 
upon deck. The Malaians, who expefted to have at- 
tacked our people by furprize, finding their plot dif- 
covered^ and the Portuguefe in readinefs to receive 
them, now jumped into their vciTels, ^nd njadc off in 

great 



iook Vt the PORTUGUESE, &e. ^375 

great confufioni When they had got a little way from 
the Portuguefe fleet, the fignal was then given ih the 
city. Moft of the Portoguefe who happened to be ia 
the town were barbaroufly murdered ; twenty, how- 
ever, took (belter in Roderick Araugio's houfe, and 
Francifco Serran, who happened to be afhore, having 
got a boat, made his efcape alfo. 

Sequeire fummoned a council of his officers on this. 
occafion -, fome were of opinion, that this injury ought 
to be revenged immediately : that all the fhips in the 
harbour, except the Chinefe, ought to be burnf, and 
the city to be battered with their cannon. This, how- 
ever, could not be conveniently done, fdr rtany of the 
Portuguefe had been killed by the Malaians, and two 
of their long-boats alfo taken. Befides, it fcemed ne- 
ceflary that lome accommodation (hould be entered in-* 
to, in order to procure the liberty of Araugio, and 
the Portuguefe with him. But the Bendar being afraid 
that Sequeire ftiould enter the harbour, went to Arau- 
gio, and afTured him of protedlion from all injury. The 
king alfo fent a meffenger to Sequeire, telling him that 
the*late outrage had been committed without his know- 
ledge ; but he promifed to punifh ^the authors thereof 
in the fevercft manner.- He invited him into the city 
to lee thofe villains fufFer, and affured him he would 
behave to him in the moft friendly and hofpitable man- 
ner : and on condition he would ^nter the city, he 
promifed to releafe Araugio and the reft of the pri- 
foners. Sequeire in anfwcr defired him firft to deliver 
up the Portuguefe, that by fuch an aft of kindnefs he 
• might know his majefty was finccre in his profeflions 
of friendfhip. The king, however, refufed to comply 
with this requefl:, and endeavoured to delude our people 
by various ftratagems. Sequeire therefore thought pro- 
per to depart before the frafon for failing was quite 
elapfed ; and accordingly failed for that part of India 
lying within, that is, on the eaft: fide of the Ganges. 
in his way thither he took two (hips, one of which he 

burnt, 
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burnt, bccaufe of his fcarcity of hands.- The other wa 
foon after fliipwrecked, but all the crew efcapcd. Whei 
he reached C, Comorin, he was informed that Almdd 
of whofe party he had been, was gone for Portugal, 
and that Albuquerque was the prefent viceroy. Se- 
queire was afraid of his lefentment, and therefore (ail- 
ed for Portugal. 



. "ybe ^^ of the firft Volume. 
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